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Essays

Brigadier Garba

Mini,ster

world and African af'
fairc".

Be that es it may, it
is very apporent that
the ministry of. external
affairs has not bGen
sble to articulstely 8d-
dress itself to policy is
su6s, Brigadier Garba
hlmself hardly appliea
the requir€d leadership.

"Ths PUNCH" news.
paper earlier this year

wrote: "Ws frankly ad-

vise that the external
affaire commissioner
could sit down s littl.
longer at home and

help give the ministry
the solid foundation
which it requires. A
foreign minister is

not a diplomatiobag
couricr, He does not
need to live virtuallY in
airplanes and run his
office from iets."

vel list does not inilude
the socialist countries'

In May this Year' a

television interviewor
relayed to him what ls

in fact becoming Public
feeling: That Nigeria's
foreign policy has be'

come an annexe of

American policY. Garba

denied.

But three months

later, at the U.N. Con-

ferenc! for Action
Against APartheid'

Garba became the ir;st

and onlY Pa(iciPant
from the thid world to
speak up for American
policy in Africa.

AMi"r?ICAll Presi'
deflt i(enlrEdy once

sdd rr the British
lVinst, il Churchill, that
at thr darkest days ot

Englir , hi:itory, when

none ,,ul the English
trusl€ I the English,

when lhe entire world

held t ;e English nation

in d ,;!:t, "Winston
('hur( ill nrobiliserl the
Englir language and
sent ,. rnto battle."

Of Lll the crtalysts
of hurnan conflicts,
rvords coUnt as the
lnost :,I)tent imrnediate
lausi, . oI ttrisunder-
stand r t

lVi. i adequately
rteplr ,i. worris hare
serve I the colnposlte
function of averting
.riser rlld bindlng Pco-
ple to uther. {At least
ior ir \ irile)'

Pc, ns, the Eroup
rt pr 1,is that have
lrad', mosttonstant
|ecoLr i rre to the efiicacy
of 1,!( r'rls, have becn
the 1 ,rPls in govern'
rnent fJre enormrty ot
their resPonsibilities,
iomc,,rres calcUlated
tn 1 tllj of Power
,)ver lLllman life, has

.stal lred f{rr thcse
tvar l r r(ie gr{)tlps, a

irarli', ,,r of cortroulsivc
talki ,

Ar illvernlnent per'

iorr: it has to in'
lorIl

N :rare is Liris dttty
oI Planation mo-re
imr, .live fol govcrn-
rnen ihan in its rela'
tiotr: *'ith other na-
tions with the world
ouls, its area of le'
gitin te compulsion-.

TJ .r foreig! ministry
exist to ffll this need.
The ioreign minister
is a iraditional talka'
tive, r,L - 

larger than

- li,. public relations
man uhb explains the
conr,,!' '.s ot lu6 nStiod.
.dlt i ,{i often. ho lt

even called upon to
talk away the gap be-
tween pedormance and
pr0mise.

|or some curious
reason, tNs flank of
government has been
the weakest in Nige-
ria's history of "inde-
pendence".

Jaja Wachukwu is
said to have seen him-
self more as an Ame-
rican foreign secretary
ovcr the Congo crisis
than as Nigeria's re-
prcsentative.

Okoi Arikpo was too
reserved for the job.
During the civil war,
the regime in Lagos
had to recruit Anthony
Enahoro to help where
Arikpo's colour was
too dull to impress.

But by his own fai
lules, Brigadier Jose-
ph carba has made
Arikpo into a super-
star. fhe crisis of un-
dorstanding and confu-
sion that have attended
ou1 foreign policv pole-
rnics in reccnt times
hlrvc r)O preCedence,

.save the First Republic
confusion over the re-
coenition of Israel.

Academics identify
thrcg dimensions of
foreign policy. A
nation's
thcy say,
wrth thc
(how the
sucs its

aspirations.
is consistent
"operational"

The third
clillcd the
how the nation ex-
plains its conduct).

In Nigerian foreign
policy, fie "polemicat'
has since stopped ser-
ving the othel two cur'
rents of foreign policY.

when sometime last
vcar. Brigadier Garba
proposed a South At-
'lantic -'Militffi-,..,Pact
Involvi ng ; Nigeria.r'Ah'
gola and Brazil, he
onened,the ourtains on
a' mmld dramb 'thdt
war bound to t€r r
wmlrl ludlonce lruflt'

tlnpopular
BASSEY EKPiO BA$SEY

-, "(,uba,s subsoquont effort to rEasstrro Arncrlca must hove

ronrplitely neurralisod the advaotosE ir Obcanjo's specch.

The si,rrc Western policy whtch tthe hcad of otato hnd ch*rcte
1l5gd .,j hypotriGal ws reyersed In respcct of America

(by Garba) to read ""o*t.o"O*",

"WITH m nrany Brltish finns competing for contracls in Nige
ria, the Nigerlan goverammt can always issue crcdible threats
to Britalin. It was thereforc lnept for Brigadlcr Grbo to cnorc

out so openly to elm BrltSSh norvEs over the lssue of Gowon

when the other 6lda still lmrglned we had a card to plsy.

As For
inr at Nigeria's decla'
rcJ aspiration of hetP
ing all Africa free it-
*LI.

Braiil had only iust
concluded a similar
arransement with Sou-

th Africa and the

Unitert States 16s mili-
tary manoeuvtcs in lhe

io's speech. The same
Westein PolicY which
the head of state had
characterised as hYPo-
thctical was reversed in
respect of America
(bv Garba) to reao
"corstructive".

So it was that when
the nation was still

staltes have b€en

known to ex&ct conces.

sions from each other
on a@ount of what theY

imagined the other Pat'
ty coultr do.

With so manY Brit'i$h
firms competing for
contracts in Niggria'
the Nigerian gov€rn'
ment caln alrvays issue
credible threats to Bri'
tain. It was therefore
inept for Brigadier
Garba to come out so
ooenlv to calm British
n'eru". ouer the issue of
Gowon when ths other
side still imagined we
had a card to PlaY.

Perhaps, Brigadier
Garba's apParent con'
fusion stems from the

fact that his ministry
provides him with a

shaky home-base.

Pst May, ths "DailY
Times", in a three Part
serial, read the charge

of confusion against the

rninistry, and Garba

plEaded not guiltY. He

insisted that his minis.
try's prollem could onlY

be s€en in the shortage
of .man Power.

But the "DailY
Times" Pressed fur-
ther, Thev- insisted that
thev had- applied a lot
of -moderatir;n in their
Drosecution. The story
bf Garba's ministrY'
they reaffirmed in an
ediiorial. is "a story of

..,mystifying . unproducti'
-.'veness, urunsplrrng aP'roroach to external Pub'-iioity. and gtaring lack

of uirdersunding of thr
no1t{ role of lrlliprle lrl

dler's oattern of ince!' ' j

sant trhvels is a solid I

factor in the crisis of i

Wf,ereas Africa is des'
cribed as lhe centre' '' 'i
piece _of that PolicY, : 

;

and whereas the socaa' )

list countries have Pro'
;iAed ; ieliabte iup ,j
Dort for th€ liberation r
i,tto.{s in Southcnr Afd'
A;il-ih.E;ri ari- ..-.*s
sadier Garba does not -"{
ippear lo have anYthing I
t6-do with them. iq

Apart^from one vistt ' :$
to tha German Democ' ' i
ratic Republic and a :

fev more, Garbs's tra- . 'l

"elgn

"BUT the *Daily Tlmes" pressed further' They

ihsisted that they had applied a lot of moderatloc

in their prostcution. The story of Garba's minls'

ty. ud ftafrrmed in an e'uto'rl{ li'h 6lory

oimy.tiiyirg unproiluctivenes, uninsplring ap

;;*.; to ellernal publlcitv, and glaring lack of

Ini".o-arn* ot the new role of Nigerla Jn world

md Atrican affairst'

country pur-
aspirations).

dimension is
"polemical"

South Atlantic!
The ministrv of ex'

ternal affairs wa5 quick
to absolve the govem-
ment from Garba's
anrusing Droposal. but
a ouestion of the minis'
ter's extent of under-
standinc, had alreadY
been Posed And thc
ouestion was to repeat
iiself again and again'

Did Garba havs co'
ordinate knowledg€ of
the head of 6tate's
sDeech at the Lagos
ionference for Action
Asainst APartheid?
Did h€ understand that
Obasanjo's indictment
of the West was an
astute diPlomatic game
calculated at drawing
concessions from a
frightened block?

ca.bik 
1l 

I su#.hue-nq li.

effolt to reassrlrp..tutre i'i
rice must .bai,b-'.G9.Ilr:': ,

pletely neutraUsed tho
Bdvrottge in Obalrtr'

smarting under GG
wonts connections ln
Dimka's attemPted
coup, and Patriots were
calline for a break ln
dioloriatic ties with
Biitain (which had re'
fused to rePatriate the
cutorit). Gaiba showed
uo'at the air Port in
Lisos to describe the
oli as unrealistic.

Whatl was the use

breaking a diPlomatic
link you might later

struggle to re'establish,
he reasoned aloud.

While economists

As that policy zeroes
in on Zimbabwe, as
America tries an old
Korean game on .the
South African regon'
the test qf Garba as the
most oowerful rePre'
sentatlve of the larSest
community of black
oeoole the world over,
ls oh. As usual, history
can be relied upon to
isue the examlnation
r€sults ln a short' rhort '

whllr,
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and political analysts
might'question the im'
olied areument that we
iannot Io without Bri'
tain, a further question
is posed r€gardiJtg the
diilorn4ticvalup, gf the
statAlnent itself. ".r*,,. l

' 11ossf166l Politics
is #toinplex culture of-
thrsats. Dronounced
rnd lmollid, Natlon
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