
f AM verv rclu(tanl t(r r'()mrntjnt on
I th. on-going tliscussirrn (rn thc dr:rft
constitution. From 1960 to now, n0 op-
portunity has existcd for true representa-
tives of the working people of Nigeria.
who really should orvn this country, to
make her constitution. Yet I find it diffi-
cult to turn the other way when grave
crrors are being paraded and grcedy vul-
tures are descending on what they see as

a corpse to tear up.
'l'hose who assembled at Ahuja to make

the 1995 draft were very much like
Abacha. They saw Nigeria simply as a
giant national cake to be sharcd by bxer-
cising arbitrarv and greedy power. We
have seen ho*' thc cake sharers around
Abacha's presidency handled the na-
tional revenue. They pleased themselves
with billions of naira or dollars while the
working rnrsscs starved 

- 
and whilc

hospitals, schools and all that the peoplc
nccd in cvcrv t()wn or village decayod.
Nigcril is a countr\ to bc luilt lrid a

hopc for thc Nige riln pcoplc :rnd Black
r\frica to hc lullilled. II is not -'- lor
somc ul us -- r cakc to he shared.

I'he prcsidcncv of Nigcria rlrusr oc1?er

bc tririllised und dcrtcrattd h', trcurg rr:"
tluccd into .r l)arl ol r c;rkr lrl br .h;ircti
lrv prlplc rvho harr: lltc slntc m('niiilit\
ts lrnicd rttbhar: errn \\'h.rl thc\ riru rn
l',r ,,. h,r,,/,, ,r :r (l...trt.il . ,tn.lr:rrr. i ltr

prcsidcncv of Nigeria rs rrot onty a post
or a po\\'cr position. It is a synibol of
Nigerian nalionhood. Nigerian unitl
and Black aspiration. Imitating the 1979
Constitution, lhe 1995 draft Constitu-
tion says: "'I'hc motto of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria shall be unily, free-
dorn, cquality, and justice." Zoning the
prcsidcncy itself. howevcr. is to writc
the proclamation of irermanent disunity,
distrust, hatred and greed inrc the con-
stitution. It is a prepostcrous contradic-
lion t'f thc nohlc l9r9 molto.

When thosc Nigerians who bothercd
to vote in thc last so-callcd presidential
election drtl so massively. as we learn,
for Moshood Ahiola in all rcgions of
thi: lcdcration. rnt! to txrot the pcople ol
Kano Statc rriassi'.'cl); rejcctcd Alhaji
Bashir l'ota -1nfl qrplcd lirr Abiola. it
rrls not iri r!spoflsrl lO ;rrt! zonine. wh1
thc zirninq Dr'(,pl)(,jtr!ilists altcr lhat !..
markuhlr: ilcnrorr:;tr;r.tion of oncrrcss,
r:on'irih;ilisirr,!nJ nilr'-rcqionulisnr iir
llrt: ni.rs:.r;: llltiirr\, iva.'t Fir'erlonc r';ur

ltc lirlrl ,,,trirt!,i,|: r!i)1 fupre:ll)l iil(
lnierr'sl ,i li:r,t:.,:"r'. i1 r(;)rrl:crll\ li)r'
Itist ,,i ,-r, ed: ,i,itrgsicrr. Wrrc iiir'
\lurt|-: ir rrtlr;riir,r., I lrri rlid Ni,:.,r.1r,
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proud internationally to thc spontancou:i
ovation of all parts trf this nation sc-
lected by zoning? Why does it take only
ihc p(esent set of politicians to sce little
else excepl tribes and arbitrary regions'l

Lugard's Northern Nigcria has many
cthnic and religious groups. It is not
('r)l) l{ilusar and Fulanis that cxi:t in it.
nor is it Ibos and Yorubas alone that
exist in L.ugard's srruth.'fhen, what
docs zoning achicve'J lf undcr zoning
thc so-called 'prcsirlent o[ Nigeria' is a
city Fulani fronr Funtua, how does that
givc thc prosidency lo the Kanuri. the'[iv, thc Nupe, the Idoma, the llorin
Yoruba. or thc rural Fulani in .\d"
anrarva'l lf a soutircrn zone 'presidr:nt'
hails trom Ou.crri, how docs thiit givt:
iirc prcsrdr:nc1' to thc Yorlihir. thL: lJinr
thc lbibio, ihc Bekwara" thc [jarv, lhc
Urholxr, r,r tht: ['inugu [ho'] What tiiirn
lh( /',llillf, :rL hirrt, CxL( l)l ir1 ,l'll!:i\l(r
ti lhc cakc sltaring grcc(t of selli:ih ..,p

po. tunisii( .rnr:i ncpotic cthnie ;'iriuirn
ists anr(rn! llro. Yorrrba;rnci il;t,lsri
Iiulani poiiiici;rns rvho ihink irf iiiqr::iu

as belonging to the cake-sharers of
these three ethnic groups?

I have been all over this crluntry and
interacted ''vith thc masses. Excepl
whcrc thcy ;rrc schooled hy poisonout
chauvinistic propaganda. thcy want a

Nigcrian presidcnt to bc a rcal Nigerian
and not J northcrn or a southgrn trojan
hose-called a 'prcsident'. By the way.
if the presidcncy had bcen zoned anrl
Shagari had emerged as a zoned presi-
dent, rvould that have prevented his be-
ing ovcrthrown by General Buhari and
companyl Will the Generals also zoue
and rotate their coup-making'/

With North-South zoning, thr: political
partics ihemse lves will becornc regional
in faci" though national in tirrm. Ily the
wly" ;r'ho will decidc which regiorr
shouiri pruCuce the lirst 'prcsident' urt'
.lcr lirt zoning arrangernent'r ls it rrn.rgi
nablu ihut the chauvinisls ltmilng lhr'
lf'r,.rrrrl \,rrrrlra will rll(r\\ il n1i6ttri1r
nliin !rr)m l-uglrd's South -ro bccornr: ,i
piesiricnt rvhcn it is the turn of Lhc '',,
,rallcc; lioulir'.) ls rt ctinceir,;thlc that',i](
'.\rr.. r. ril,L i,lilu\ itit\t) :11111tI)q r[,

Hul:r.[:rrluni rvili pernrit .! rllan ll{;:'}i
rua.;l ti'rc rnrr)()rilics i:r LLrt;trd's Nc,ll

Cake sharers' presidency

( ( t1l(. J'r,,,, ,,,.,,,,, o/ ,,. r 
' ' ,, ,r/r rrrt, l)tttl. ltl.i tt,,.

lo become prcsident rvhen it is thc turn

oi thc so-called North'/ If lhc answcr rs

'rro'. llS it is, then zoning is a way t{l
i:nsurt: that no pcrs()n of cthnic minority
origin can bccome a president of Niger-

iii.
If the presidency is to be zoned' therc

rnusl be as nlany zones as there are dis-

tincl ethnic groups in the federation ln
Akw'a Ibom state, for instance. thcre

are five such grotrps, and in Edo State

at least four. 'fhc smallcst group shotrld

ort-rtlucc thc first presidcnt' and stt on'

in,lrcler of size lor cternity' The vicc-
i:r*:,idcnt should be selected in a sinrilar
*:r heainttinq frrrnr thc llrgcst cthrlic

rr,,rD, ,-l"r sh,rril,l hc scle t icd front crtch

itrl"'in luln itt ;rlptt:tlrelit;rl .rricr"\l-
temative ways of zoning the presidency

itsetrf is from state to state or lrom oqc

local governmcnt area ttr 'rntlther till
r)tcxnitt, lrcginning froni the smallest or

lloirtg in alphabctical ordcr' Tlrcsc altcr-

nntri. uri fa, m,rre rationai. just lrnd
',,, lpaiihlr' rvitlt lcJetlrl i'it:rtlit'tlr :rtlrl

, ]r lnlL'r lu,r ''l LIlt' .lilll r'r\lr\lilrrrlrrll
:11..1 thc llrhitr:ttr \'rtllt-\rrltl" lrlr:':rti-
it'; rvhich i iol:rtcs thc -\truclllrc ')l lhc

Itriieral Rcpu'nlic ol Niqtrillrs i1*liiitrl
irl rhr dralt col):lilulion liscll
q1 !'rtl'. '[1)\'() !t it(lk'.\ I:ctttttt:ttit ,;' 'lt
I'.rrlr'r.rilr' ,tl ( ,t!ithtr.
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provision shoultj iir,.: ;ti'tri' il, tllr: tj()i]\l!lrl
Cake sharers' presidency \ucrt. ssol rs Ihc nrost wonhy to bc lbun<l l

'Ihe Organisation ol lslarnic Conferencr- (OIC) affair
helpcd to sow the suspicion and ignite the separatist
tendencies that reinforced the idea of zoning. So did
the military coups. However, what does zoning
achieve in these regards'l Does it imply that the north-
em zone president will always be a Moslem and the
southern zone president always a Christian" notwith-
standing that there are millions of Christians in
I-ugard's Nonh and millions of Moslems in Lugard's
South? At any rate, the draft constitution makes any
affiliation to any league ofcountries based on a partic-
ular religion unconstitutional, for Section.lg (l) guar-
antees freedom of worship, thought or belief to every
citizen. Concerning coups by officers from Lugard'.s
North, how will zoning prevent such coups? At any
rate, the draft constitution makes a coup a punishable
constitutional crime - even ifuselessly.

The only guarantee of good, non-sectional, non-
ethnic, non-chauvinistic, equality-oriented and justice-
imbued government is government by an ideologically
principled, thoroughly humane, democratic, people-
oriented, nation-wide political party loved by Nigeri-
ans. Of course, it is plain to any honest observer that
Nigerians as a whole can love only a party whose lead-
ers are transparently real Nigerian patriots and not a
clique of tribalists and cake-sharing gangsters under a
cloak. Money-sniffing camp followers there can be in
hordes; love is different.
)Concluded. Prof. Toyo teaches Econornics at the
Universiry of Calabar.

w
tion so that whenever an'i'liiclnirer til Ibrn'icr
urcnrbr-r of the Nationa! Ext](riltl*1r Counc:i1 ot'the
Nigcria I.ahour Congresr (N_l .(.-: .i,r natl(rnal txc\"
tttivc of any of the nat$onill it;r'li- unlons rlr Allv

iirrn,.r *.*b"r of the nationi!! ':xecutivc of thi
National Union or Assarciaiion of Nigerian -\tu-
dcnrs rvants to contcst tire pr.sidcntial eiection. thc
Nltional Electoral Cormmissiorr, having ascer-

tained that a candidate belongs to this category.
will waive the zoning afi'angement for the candi-
date or for that electidn. Any year Eskor Toyo
wants to contest the pre*,idential election, any zon-
ins arrangement should he suspended for that

cljction. Many are thc Nrgcrians who are unTona-
ble.

Frcderick Lugard hirnsel{'quickly saw the need
to make his two colonial Nigerias one in 1914. For
Nieeria. Yakubu Gowon scttled accounts with
Aihur Richards's divisive and arbitrary regions in
1967. The draft constitution itself says "Nigeria
shall be one indivisible, indissoluble, democratic.".
nation". Yet the presidency. which should be the
symbol of this indissolubrlity and one-nationhood,
ii mrde to re-cnact a colonial division which even

Luqard himself abolished way back ;n 1914. lt is

suflicicnt. as the 1979 Constitution tried to legis-
late, that to be a President tlf Nigeria a person
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irlust. in the prcsidentiai election. win a certain
rninimum of votes ln every state. a plurality of
votes in two-thirds of the states and a plurality rtf
votes in the whole country. Anyone who wants t0
bt: Prcsident of Nigeria nlust go all out and be a
clear Nigerian in cver;thing good, in cvcry town.
in every villagc. This nation must be liltcd from
tribalism, obscurantism and banal cake-sharing
propensities. Z.oning the presidency removes the
opportuhity of even making the eftbrt to evolve
away from horse trading in the name of politics.

Nigerian politicians should concentrate on
building political parties that are truly nationwide
and can translate the humane and democratic
principles eloquently enunciated in the draft con-
stitution into -pctual practice. The constitution
goes as far as any constitution for bourgeois rule
can in providing for a 'sense of belonging'. The
citizenship rights; the number of states and local
governments; the three-tier scheme; federal, state
and local government'character' in the composi-
tion of officials in party and govemment; the
election and powers of the national and state as-
semblies, the provision for a constitutional court.
and the actual powers of the states all go to en-

fbrce a scnsr: o[ belonging. 'i'hc question is
whether chauriinists and power nrongers will
pcrmit a sensc ol' belonging to srlaller groups
and whcther any legal right has nreaning for the
l'inrncialll wcak in a capitalirt countrv
It is desirable to reduce the porver of the Presi-

dent.'I"here are ltl federal commissions. These
are irnportant and powerful comrnissions for
rulership. They are all neccssary; but whether
they all feature in the constitution or not. the
President should appoint the chainnen of only
the Council of States, the National Defence
Council and the National Security Council. The
chairmen of the other commissi,ons should be
appointed by a special committee of the Na-
tional Assenrbly. Chairmanship and member-
ship of these commissions should be distributed
and rotated in such a way that within any l0
years every state has produced at least one com-
mission chairman and e few commission mem-
bers. Nigerians should be free to get their presi-
dent from anyWhere in Nigeria. Why should a
brother not succeed a brother, or a son or
daughter succeed a.father, as president as in
post-independence Indian experience, if the


