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Unpopular Essays
societv, through feuda-

Iism to capitalism, man

has historicaily accep-
ted to toil for the com-

fort of a minute section
of the society partlv
because of the p6-
mise that his rcwards
were in braven,

BASSEY TKP{i RASSEY

#':=:
"llEVo\.D the academirs. therc is on€ assump-

trlon upon *hich pcople's altitudes towards this

nratler is basrd. the asslnlption lltal since everv

rnur ias ilis sm'ial ltvel' he slrrrld restrict his

srxuai lctlfities l,o lYonlcn *lttt occrrt withil this

irrark,rt. llerxr'. erl.ra-tnarital Iffain iurnlving a

v'orllall who is cgnsi'rlered his social cqutl is uol
(,onsid.red crirt,ina! fcr the ntan. {hat i5 irrdt-

fcnsiblr is for him to develon glad eles of the

Pretv little honse maid",

:

SI{E has a knack for
starting marital con'
tro\Trirlrs. Th'i! Kale

Okon--- (Chrorritle fea"

tures Editor). Frolr

thc vcrcd issrh of
whetherr "Ilad'arn"
shoulrl have an :ritair,

the la{lx is ltorr trllking

ahorrl trht rrnsightlv

Sex Prefercjrc$ of

rrrrrrir-d nl€F ({-'hro[i
(lc 1,r7./?')'

slle recot{is her

shork(i hor.or al thc

fate oi an inilorcnl'
lar:lr .vhtlss htrbanrl
.had a nas6, llollb1 0f

going (Ilsn to verY

lot hrou uorlten 'l-he

clinrax of hls mixed

"A logical fl0i! ftom thc tcccP'l;ruce of ttlrlt Pro-

mir is that man kerrt a distancc from everything

t&rtt coultl lntluce sin' And b€cause sex is consi'

dercd the Pretnicr sin, the aYoidmce of lliicit

-(ex t,trarP€ the cen{re'Plece of {jlail's effolte to

"RELIGION also ir$ist4d that man is by nature

evil. Eyil md weak. And sex was positioned as

the crarll:, the orlgin of this weakness and sin'

Wrtch is why there was ar e{Iofi to sxplain the

orcurence of Jmus, the Pr0Phet of 
'hris'l'ianitv,

nway trorll the blclnish o{ lirc sin of sex' \larv,
hin mother, *as a virgln whetr the Lord risited

with her. and withou't tanrFring with her virqini-

ty, left her Prcgnenl with Jesus"'

The entire attitude

of olhcial christianit','
to sex Urcrefore, aP-

peared to he negativ,:
It has even

gested that
possible,
would have

sex,

been sur:'

if it wi:re
cbristtaniiv

out-laweri

One of the (en corn-

mandmeftts is abour

oxtra-nrarltal sex: the

bible swpliments lhat
with an a;ttempt to

starnp out F'hat it calls

'fondcation' (sex hy
unm&ried people); the

Catholics prerent their
priests from doins it.
Or trf_- to prevent
thenr.

Sex hgs therefore,
The religion enfor- been on the loo5g.

"EVERYWHERE, ws hare agitafions asainst
one forrn of sodo+conomic imjustice or tle
otber. This ha$ resnllod from a {eneral dissatis.
facl,,ion of the nutsses *-ith {relr (€onirnlj..cir-
cumstancee. The rnore they chalfun& thr ;ela.
tions of prodmtion, lhe lcrs at1*ntjon thcr rrav

to retigion and ifi :)an{ilons!"

tarnp,eriq with her

virginity, left her Preg'
nant witt Jes6.

A logical flow from
the acceptance of that
promiss is that man
kept a distance from
everything rhat could
induce sin. And be-
cause sex is consider-
ed the premier sin. the
avoidance of illicit sex
became the centre-
piccc of nran's c0brts
to go to l.reaven.

such a mean level of

serttal acti!itY'

Beyond the acadc-

m1CS, th.ere is one as-

sumPtirlr uPon which

peoplc's attitudes to-

wards this matter ts

bascd, the assumPtion

that since every man

STN
broad masses of tlre
people. Permitted thcm
to do so.

'I'here was a tiinc
when ignorancc of his

rnvironment comPcrLi.rd

man 1.o look bevond hts

physicai world for ans-

wers to his Problems
of poverty and hunser.

Religion retumed these

answers bY teaching
that social satisiacion
les in the here'aftei,
that privation in thcr

world wasan ex-

press-ticket to happi-

ness in heavcn.

Religion also insis-

led that rnan ls b-v

natnre evil. Er'il and
we8k. And ser was

ptxitioned ;rs ,he cra"

rile, the origin of this
veakness and sln.
V1ldch is why lhere

was an tffort to ex-
plain the o<cursrrct' of
Jesus, the propher of
chrlstlanirtl, sway fronr
the blemish 0f the sin
of Bex' Mar]'" hls

mothor, was a vlrgin
uihotr tto Lord vistted
rrlth her. and without

Things have since
changed. The sharp-
ening of the various
economic contradic"
tions have since freed
post humanitv f rom
the promise of heavcn,
and therefore, fronr
their steallhy attiludc
to sex,

.Evervwhere, 
we have

agitations againsl onc
form of socio-econo-
mic injustie or thc
other. Ttis has resuh-
cd from a gcncral dis-
satisfaction of the
masses with their eco-
nomic circumstarces.
The more they cha1,
lenge the relations 01

prouction . the less at-
tention the; pay to
religion and its sanc.
tions.

Even for tire privi.
Ledged classes. But
like in the case of thet aggriaved house wife,
they try to restrict it
to their class.

That effort is also
on the loose. The
tendency is towdrdr
cultural democracy.

CONCtrRl\ING
THtr ORIGII\AL ''

go to heal€n'

'1|'hings have since charqed' The sharpsning

"f 
tU*'*io* xonottti'c controtlk lions havc since

:*il io;t, o{ trumanitv frorx {'he promise of

treaveil, anrl therefore'" frorn,'lhcir stenlthY atti'

tnde to sex

*ffair r+as drart he had

iust turnetl 1o lhc hurr

sc nraid and made her

mother of 1s mrgc'
ttc healttry bo-v".

\I/lrat follcws is the

alith{)r's effc:1 '"1 Triobg

ior the elnotive and

psychological factors

Lhat can lcad a resPect'

ably married mar to

trrs Ili' -''rial lercl' h''

silould restrict his se\-

ual ar:tivities to wonrcrt

wbo occur within tllis
hracket. Hellcc, extra-

marital dflairs invoh, ng

a woman who is cfil-

sirleleil his 5ocial equai

ls not considered crimi"

nal for the man Wbat

is i.ntle{ensible is for

hiot to deveioP glad

evcs for thc PrcttY
little housc maid

Thc mind boggles at

the extent to which

PeoPIe who clamlncur

for polltical democrarv

are prepared to go, to

kcep demrcrucY out of

sex. Their attitude goes

ro reidorce the argu-

ment that class and

mone'ir' are the objective

motor of culture.

An entiorsentcnt of

that positlon however,

obliges us to acknow-

ledge the Present class

content of sex as an

advancement on what

weot before.

'l he cttristian rcii-

gion, like i5l3sr 3nd a

few otlrers, has had :
stultifying influcnce on

sex trecause the econG

fnic circurnstances ol

lhe world' wh:ich was

feflected in the mental

fmmations of the

ced its no-sex tlosjtion
b1, a rccoursc to a

reward and punish-
ment system rhat'was
tied up witi God.

T h e rewards-and-
punishment c(nnection
was set in an extrerne-
ly exploitative con-
text. From the slave

(


