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society, through feuda-

Unpopular Essays

BASSEY EKPO BASSEY

“BEYOND the academics, there is one assump-
tion upon which people’s attitudes towards this
matter is based, the assumption that since every
man has his social level, he should restrict his
sexual activities to women who occur within this
bracket. Hence, extra-marital affairs involving a
woman who is considered his social equal is not
considered criminal for the man. What is inde-
fansible is for him to develop glad eyes of the
prety little house maid”.

“RELIGION also insisted that man is by nature
evil. Evil and weak. And sex was positioned as
the cradle, the origin of this weakness and sin.
Which is why there was an effort to explain the
occurence of Jesus, the prophet of christianity,
away from the blemish of the sin of sex. Mary,
his mother, was a virgin when the Lerd visited
with her, and without tampering with her virgini-
ty, left ber pregnant with Jesus”.

SHE has a knack for
starting marital com-
troversies. This Kate
Okon— (Chronicle fea-

tures Editor). From
the vexed issue of
whether “Madam” e
should have an affair, L

the lady is now talking
about the  umsightly
sex  preferences  of
married men (Chroni-
cle 11/7/TT).
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fate of an inmocent
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Things have since changed. The sharpefmmg
of the various economic contradictions have since
freed most of humanity from the promise of
. and therefore, from their stealthy atti-
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should restrict his sex-
ual activities to women
who occur within this
bracket. Hence, extra-
marital affairs involving
a woman who is con-
sidered his social equal
{s not considered crimi-
nal for the man. What
is indefensible is for
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affair was that he had
just turned to the hou-
se maid and made her
mother of am emerge-
tic heajthy boy”.

what follows is the
author’s effort to probe
for the emotive and
psychological factors
that can lead a respect
ably married man to

S

eyes for the pretty
little house maid.

The mind boggles at
the extent (o which
people who clammour
for political democrary
are prepared to go, to
keep democracy out of
sex. Their attitude goes
to reinforce the argu-
ment  that class and
money are the objective
motor of culture.

An endorsement of
that position however,
obliges us to acknow-
ledge the present class
content of sex as an
advancement on what
went before,

The christian reli-
gion, like islam and a
few others, has had a
stultifying influence on
sex because the econo-
mic circumstances of
the world, which was
reflected in the mental
formations of the

broad masses of the
people, permitted them

to do so.

There was a time
when ignorance of his
environment compelled
man to look beyond his
physical world for ans-
wers to his problems
of poverty and hunger.
Religion returned these
answers by teaching
that social satisfacion
lies in the here-after,
that privation in the
world wasan ex-
press-ticket to happi-
ness in heaven.
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has historically accep-
ted to toil for the com-
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because of the pro-
mise that his rewards
weTe in heaven
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Everywhere, we
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One of the ten com- form of socio-econo-
mic injustice or the
other. This has resuli-
ed from a gencral dis-
satisfaction of the
masses with their eco-
nomic  circumstances.
The more they chal-
lenge the relations of
prouction , the less at-
tention they pay to

mandments is abowm
extra-marital sex; the
bible suppliments that
with an attempt to
stamp out what it calls
‘fornication® (sex by
unmarried people); the
Catholics prevent their
priests from doing it,

Or try to prevent r.eligion and its sanc-
them. tions.
Sex has therefore,

The religion enfor- been on the loose.

“EVERYWHERE, we have agitations against
one form of socio-economic injustice or the
other. This has resulted from a general dissatis-
faction of the masses with their economis cl"r‘
c}nrnstances. The more they challenge the rela-
tions of production, the less attention they pay

to religion and its sanctions™. ’ »

ced its no-sex position
by a recourse to a
reward and punish-
ment system thaf was
tied up with God.

Even for the privi-
ledged  classes. But
like in the case of the
‘aggriaved house wife,
they try to restrict it
to their class,

T h e rewards-and-
punishment connection That effort is also
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ly exploitative con- tendency is towards
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cultural democracy.




