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[Impop*#lar Essays
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So is it that the svs-
tenr in question dis-
oourages publ,c trans"
Dortation in favoui of
]irivate r)wnnrsltip ol
|chir lcs. Tho nrolrir'ra
lion ol bicycjcs, cars
and in0totcyclcs olt 0ur
roads are the princip;rt
cause cf accidents, not
our driyin( manners.

General Obasanio
said in his n.* 

""r,i"message concerniig ac-
cldents that "there can
be no greater obstacle
to development than a
wanton and thoughtless
waste of human 1ife.,,
But this "thoushtless
wlste*is an impirative
component of caoitalist
developtilenI

If importers must
stay in bustncss: il ue

1'r'rr:i and rlc orr)cr iJiil , ,"lig"?i'.,, ili
:,ll,,Jlii.i1. ot 5urp,,rs lo lrdnipnrl hirnsclr inJr..Lr)ot 

-adequalely ab- hrs own private vehiclc
s?rrDdd, Ih(.sysl.m tuns ll drd not ,ai c.,firi,rru.r,o. a cilsr\ llrrough and if thc taii dr,r..rnlla_tlon. must make enough nr,,-
,-,,nll :ry of rl,sorb- ney to pay Iris t,,,y1.
lnll- \urplYr ;5 rlllrrpgh gc,-rrs nror.,r owncr J,
'l]nil'llptl:' r-"nru.m- ihc crr,l of rh.' J,r1 rr:dr, Ir rr\ ttrr' . apilalrSr .t,ll lr;tvc.n,,11ar, , . J . 1'. J,r,1 nnrl /tr, ,r, jt- hjs irrnily anc _....':"*.%:

"5I:"(.ll Nigoria Operiites.t yari.t,1I .ti:

1i1,. irec enterprise systenr, our economir.
gltrvfh has lended to reinforce the ierv
existjng economic and social centres *.ith
th.o result that evoryone 0f us migrates to
these urban centres to find emplo5,ment or
to own a lrusiness. And to die,,.

contradictions of rraditional solutions And rhe. .. .

Economics Of Accidents
I1' hrs siirr'., (akett

the dinreusionr ol rn
epidemic. Everyday,
indeed, every hour, an
increasing number of
p€ople get killed in
road accidents in Nigo-
ria. Aurd the slaughter
list ineiudrfl popula.
rlnrcr liko fo.me' La-
grr, l.irtivers,tr {-het.-
irlior. *tiic:,itretilr
il!111jer;'; tr,,rii :rr.;. i.,.-

Brrtwc{n Scptonthcr
lt)'i5 and Septeil. be ;
197tj, some 350 people
lost their lives tn mo-
tor accidents in Anam-
bra State. And within
thc last tliree months
alone, 83 have died on
trvo roads 'fhs rotd
r'i',rrt Alre0lirria l0 Iba-
rlilt :tnil t lti ,;t,: l.lt;tl
J:':ttl; 'r,,f, 1i:r, '11 11,
i ,rt i: rr,l

no avaii. I(ill voirrsr:lf
ri you don't care l '

The search for solu-
tions runs deeper than
an occasional newspa-
pcr article or a scries ol
adrnonitions from go-
vernment functionaries.
It is,,1t bottrrrl, a holt.-
le5s rq 1r, (,,,t l:,,
Ite111

Tlrr, (li,rrs l? ir,, ,

S,:ilt i--ItjIr_i,.1(rrlL.f f ,1

"r-rus-- 
-- -- 

"* 
a"rn;i- i';;'i*.d $;i::,r$.H[..il:

unr]erl,t,jng llatitucjr.
\!itcl he thrcii'rcne{i tl)
lakc tl]r ntalrfi ol aCCL-
(l()nts to chulr lr "Srncc
all mcasures bv govcr,
nment to counterarlt
the danger of frequent
occufeoce of accidcnts
in tile state have failerl.
wc are l]ow gr)ing i0
takc road safety can-.-
paigns to the chulches.
Churches will then tell
their members the im"
plication of destroying
God's handiwork".

Neji's statement is
an honest assertion of
an oflicial who is an-
xious to help, who
would do an)'thing to
rcyersc the alalntinr
graph of accidents.
But it also epitomises a
society that recourses

Ono ol Lhr: cardinal
rLllcs {ll llrc priv:rtr: cn-
terprise system is that
a "business" be located
a! ( l(,s( a\ oosstble 1o
thc markct Sinre Nige-
rra opclates a variant
oI tl.ris system, our cco-
nomic grou'th has tcnd-
ed 1o re,nforcc tlrr fcw
1r1r.!1itl1' a !rn1)nl( {nd
lirrftirl , L.jrir,.s .,r'ith fh,:,

'..:itl1 I ltri ._1,q.1. 1,;1r, 111-

L. r';,it:t.,,. 1. 1li,r, r-l

;lrn ,..rlt:s t: iiltii
. riti)l(r, il t,r-r i)i r,i -,,r,rl
i, i,rii"::. rin.J lrt rl:,:.

Tlr,y corrfu,.rti'I lthc-
renl in this population
icrrderlcy kccps almost
e!'eryh0(ly 0n the selme
roads at the same time.
Accidenl-s arc inciden-
tal to Lhis and one c{her
l'ac1 oI out organisation
!rr prodLrction.

')-he thinrJ ab0ut ca-
pitalisn is the produc-
lion ancl aitsorption of
sttrplus. Entcrprises are
primarily fcr geoerat-
,nu proJit. Where this

I-I-IER.E also exists a
woman potter from the
Jarawa village of
Fobur, about 30 kiio-
metles south-east of
Jos. Shc makcs tradi-
tional decorated earth.
cnware vessels of nany
kinds and lires them
in the tradit.lonal way.
Arrangcmcnts a r e
undcr *'ay 1o introduce
tu{)fc Ci;lfl.snrerr ol dif-
ferent. skills to work irr
thc proposed Museum
Craft Cerntre.

POTTERY

The Pottcry Museum
is housed in a tradi-
tionally constructed
cornpoun(l. I{. contains
about 300 <lifferent
types ol pots selected
ffom all palts of Ni-
geria. In the Pottery
Compound. there is a
special Nupe house de.
corated in the interior

significanr degree) by
workers in enhrpriscs.
Therc is no denying
thar a good part of thii
consupmtion is in the
prirchase of private v+
hicles.

vish parties ljke other
citizcns, then we must
havg accidcnts.

Anybody who makes
his bed must sleep in
iil

rl

l
i

I

I
I

i

ir: grirr iiur:rlur 1,.', iirc Iload 5aftX)'{lrnt-
paigu (lonlnrittcc rr.heI. krr the bcnclit of

hreak-neck drivers, they ,arite orr their

latest sef ol high-way postersl "For years

ll'c x'arrrcd .rou to llo avail" tr(iU yourself if

.lrlu rl6n't r.:ar"ll''

+-J.::-

lcstine Ukwu, Erasmus Faccd with this em-

Jen€wari, Rex Lawson; barrassing trend in {i-
gl.l I!:s,
lists

the tradit:iona-
lootba"ller, Fel ir Obasu' havc changed

latest isJ! md a lrotit of othes. tlicir p1ea. Thg
that we har,e acc;dentsEvetr dav. the rising

accicleril flriph Proviciei
a rcnc*'ed itrrlii:ttuelil"

drivers and because pe-
dcstt'ians and cvclists
have sudrlcnlv'- ben
gripped bv iin LlnprPce-
dcnted spcli of rural
idiocy.

bccausc we aie tcrrible

of both the solulions so
Iar applicd antl thc r-c-

r:ommndalions of social
commentators.

In the 1960,s these This doct.rinc oi des"traditional conimenta- pair is translatsi iotots were

The Jos Museum

they had
, very SUre
the answer.

llow r:ottid a govern-
mqnl ll{r s() llllr1.l as not
to sce that 0arrow t'oads
wefe rosponsil)lc for
I lr1' :t.( ;,li n1! '

Comr: thi: 1'rtlrl)'s and
lhrr roads beg;tn l.] ex-
pand (tremr:ndorrsly).
llut so did lhe scope of
accidents. In iitrrt. the
flcrv and s'id.i'Ioads
lend to renrovr: tho ceil'
ling fr{)n) alrjrlent fi-
qures. l{ajor (icneral
[].nrilanuel :\bisorrc is
relrrterl to ha.,r lamcn-
rql that "tliit t:r,d result
of iniprovemeli 0, our
roads bv thc: l:'edcral
Military 

-Government 
i.s

the spilling of our blood
on them."

grirn
Road

hunlou r ll)' the

to crusades rather than
to concrete action to
solve its problcms.

Safct; ('ampaign Like all tbe other Ni-

10 show,lhe, typical way nicians but, jn 1g73,Jn wnlcn l\upe women the aclivirie) of rhe
{qcorate their houses. fitot froiect was"iransl
The floor of the pottcry formcd into ,h. 

-;;;
Gallery. is.. tiled uitir and presenr Resionai
J'od carth liles p16rly6'.6 Cenrr. t,,i in" ii"i.i_
oy-IlrE l\upe women. \.aliurr ,,f Cultural and"

^In tle Courr Yard Natur.al Heritisc. -^'*
0f ir,, Polt(.rJ' l\lrrscurn
;rlf,' ilr.e differcn, _ spu- ,l-ltc (enlrc \r,n.\.s
cics 1rJ f 1gs5 and .hruhs UNIiS( 1l .qfrican mcm.rvhich..rtr 5clected from bel. st.,r... ,"rli ;ii;;.'. i ,,\.r Alilr'it an,! Sal,rr., rrrr,j il i. gil
lhrcc tush^po.nds.-where trngurl ,i t..ii,.., o]..onc crn find diffcrent givin in Enelish 

' 
;.jspecrcs ol fish found French.

in Trc-picai Afrlca. The Centre seeks to

-ulr-Esc.o-Nrc_E_RrA X::X:T,,.11il* #Ji,lBILINGUAL TRAIN- li, f,,r rtrn :;-";;;;,l\-G_ SCHOOL FOR tiorr oi ,rrr, u."oU;,..i,THETRESERVATIOT{ anJ nr,,rlnro,rt. r},,1OF_-THE CULTURE protA. *mt"r. stai'e.AND \ATU R A L qith tho .,,rh n",t*..iHFRITAGE riii,r. a :^ r,,',i,.r,' .i,in
for thoir rnusel:,n:. il

This - Cenlrc was also offcr, f,rining' tx_
established in 1963 as cilities on" t;;-;;?.;;_a Pilot Pm3ect for vation of cutturi andrralnlng museum tech- natural heritage.

"NEJ['S statement.is an honest asser-

ijritl ol' :ltr nf[i1;j1] L.[141 il rnxioqs to help.

who would do anything to rey€rse the

nlarming graph of accidents. But it also

epitomises a society that recourses to cru-
s.ldes rather than to concrete action to solve
its prohlems".
- --:--;; -
Commiltr when" for gerian problems, the
the beqefit of brcak" accident issue refuses t,r
nech drivers, thcy write attend these crusada
on their latest sct of sessions. And that is bc-
high.way posters: "For cuase rhe problem is
)ears we warned you to primarily economic.

'- ..,t ,.


