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Debate as class sLruggle
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!. Debateas class srruggtre (e)
By EdrrtnMadunagu

THE bureau started its rvork by idenritying:o
issues including the philosophy of goYenl-
rnenq a viable, popular and genuinely denro
cratic political system; the ecollomJ4 srate
and religion; women; labtl'.rr; youth; local
governrnen U traditional rulership; federal-
ism and revenue allocation; creation of states;
the armed forces; rhe.bureaucraqy; among
others. In idenri.[nng chese 3o issues for rhe
national political debate, the bureau was con-
vinced that "they form the bedrock of the p0
litical culture of Nigeria" and that "discussion
and analysis of thern should provide a-basis
for fashioning a comprehensive political
model forthe coun{yo .

Flundreds of debates, seminars, discussions,
symposia and confere-nces were organised
alound the issueg^ Individuals and groups
also submitted mernoranda [ate5 the:o is.
sues were further "disfiIled" into about z5o di;
rect and.concrete questions whidr were put
to the rural populetions during the eigfg-
month counrry-wide working tours under-
taken by mem6ers of the bureiu in groups of
threeand fwo. I was included in the tours of
iU tt 

"pr"sent 
geopotiticil zones except the

Southrie6t Uring these lours I knew the
counnrlr= Nigeria - and its peopl es more than
errer beforrd, and I wagpd the class stnrggle be
yond the, mandatg of the bureau; But my
groups expqqigrrced nointemal conflicsolrer ''

I"y rigoniul pursuit of the rnass line. Many
mass orgililffitisns includiqg the Nigerian
Iabour.Canggess (NLCI the National Council
of Womenh Societies (NCWS),,Women in
Nigeria (1 /$I) the Historical Sxiety of Nige
ria ttre Nigeriau' Political Science Association
ard the Nigerian Economic Society organised
seminars'dnd stnt rnemoranda to the bu-
reau Hundreds of papen were offi cially com-
rnisqionedlri.::s1- groups, including
traditional rulers, wete interviewed.

The national debate attracred about 43,ooo
contributiotis. But the number of conrrihr
tors musthave run in rnillions.'For instance,
tbe NLC with a membership of frve rnillion,
submimd urlyone memonartdurn Further'
more,seseral tiundreds of ttre contributions
rrcrrB srnrnartes' of r,vell-anended- debates

rlvecn me cn the one hand and the "irrtegpa- councry and in the Politica'l Bureau! ln addi-

iionist" faction of Lhe Bureati, on the ofi"., tion it ietornmended executivepresidential
i*iiotr.,: f*ifie fouth ancllasr rime: the ro -iittem, ryqPlry-.ry:* tFd*r f'ederaL

iitic.rl Bgreau, in a plenary session, passe,J. a iinr, ,rT+rl"rity oi** :;tatg a ItlqEe o{ ftrrrd+

resoir-rtjon (rvitir one abstention, nameiy, rner:taihu.1lan14111113,g3i:Il+f,
Sani zairracleen, and one objection, narneljc soine eiem*nts cipoyt{aSPolverandtne nue

;t;Jii ;-;iljil;-*. ir-orrr'tLrther parrici- oi law. aincng othe? ihi.ngs $- i.s also well
paion in itre .rrcrk of the Bureau - orr tl-le knc,run, the goieirlmei-li, in its lViritglaper of

fi;il;ii;; had teaked its oeiii*1,tip rt-," ILin.e 27,',e81,threw out the Political Bureau's

[r.s, ancl har] refused to abide bycollectively sociaiisrn
;g;;;A ;;a- oi iork. I prot.{ted and "p , 

lvtyconclusionwasalsr>sociaiisrn.Butnotan
p?ri.C, through 

" 
i.ti.., to the presideric, "yi.g'p-ian" sociaiism or a petty-bourggois so

irno appoiltt.ni ,ri, ro reverse tfre ittegal ar- cialiim, but a iorm of sociairsm which is not
;il ;f;t;"li;-Aj; aitr,o"gr, no ,ti.?.t .o only economic and sscial but also political t ty

G;";il; fr;* the preslE."i, tir .t,i.1. noriqonwas,andstillis,t{ata*non-potilcal"
press secrenry-iii.r oui;onrlrot", told 3oqialism is utopian :T]"1]:* $caqp it d*
newspap*, ,.fo.rers aftached ro rhe State ni€s imeli thg means of seli-realisatiorl
House thar rhe d;;id.,iilruld nor inter- namely political power. Rut havrlg said $iq!
verle in rhe crisis - which he called an "inter- m usr cohiirm that t rvould have sigrred 1\e of-

"iliit"if uf m. Bureau. - ncial Report if I had not been excl,.rded from--ih.Fbfii 
""d-tfr. 

pi.s inrervenecl mas- the rinel phases cf otr coilectivework The fol-

siv-ylgriricizing my rernovai; but tfre prest- towing irrategtc.. forrnulation was alieady
denf still did not interyene. The Guarciian agreeql upon betoce I-l+ the Bureau: "\'\'e

*J;iii;;;.d6i"pp".rir"ti.r;h"6"gi t[ertrore re,cglrlmetd that NigSria should
if i chose that opUo.rlfniU"tty,T considerld aqgpl a socialist socioeconomie system in
irr. oprion nuiltrrdt*n di; a pioblenn: ''.trhith the state s.hall be commiEted to then+
The Guardianrirt iit, ttaa stood by rn. prg- tionahzation and socialization of the com-
i;; Chr.r i. n A willia* .. corinsel; bug rnandie.g heighs g[t$qna.uonal economy."

i;; ;il;il i"rrorr, I wanred Cirief Gani The rnethod-used b.y the bttreau to.arrile at
Fawehinmi.tweishedthepotirioofthemat- the verdict of socialism {ql questionld by
rer and decidJ t[a-p tti"l"g"l oprion, gniq and reactionaries alike.. I can only say

il Md,$tJ"n,r.ry i, rgs7, ITo*id rnysetf hele that no one rvho has rgad tlre r.elnrt can
inro in. U.'"l.y *'.ii"E oi tfr. brueiu in fail !o ppprecigte the scienqngally testgd
Victoria tilan4 fagos t d;ed my colleagues method used The late Comrade Professor Es

to &a.i *y ffiiittr.iao "irt 
t ledrhe kor Toyo., yho read the Political Bureau's re

venue, never to rerurn. Wil;on ildd p"ryplSlso listened to me, said later in-an
M.rif, i, 1g1al, the gur.au (now with 15 irticle: *ttre Political Bureau recommended
mi*Uei;)sr;;irittectaieportiotheFederal socialisrn- not becagse BSV. were. o\i€r-

Government, I aeOOea totompile, or rather wtrelmed by,field evi$eTe.Their verdict.was
i"rfii", *V o*.e1 i"pJn i'trirt"*e our in unanirnousbecause,inthelightof w .hat&ey
th.ree volufrres: necommendations; Inrernal actuallyheard from tlrepeoph, noorherver'
uebrte; and Documens. dict could be gygn, The bureau had the good

As is well known the re1rcrt sub sense of not Tkiltg t[e people t[e abstract
nritted Uy ifre other members of rlie Bureau quesdgn of whether they wantd socialisrn,
carne out rvidr flre recommendation of s6> capitalism, liberalism, fascism, welfarism or
aalisfiL ftut .orrclusion vrai .t..r Uefore rnv anhrchism. I learnt rhat the bureau proceeded

iileg3l expulsion in December rs86, Ther6 concretely and pY! th: alternatives in son-

*-3ino *If itr.i.ortahave come outwith - crete terms accordingto rhe acnral contenB
,"yrfr,ngtfr..-i *65 r"tiinea tfnrfiie bu- o{Qgs}rsternswithrespecttothelivesof peo
reiu's refommendarion $r:$a productof the ple.'t agreed
class struggle generated and waged in rhe Cwhfrd

and seminars, The public debate lasted from
Friday, Febr-uar! 3, 198 6 to Sep tem ber 3 o, 19 85.
The Blreau, t\ireafter, withdrev'r lrom pub-
licglare and started the preparation of its re-
port Ii lvas in the course of this preparatiou
that my disagreements w!th rny colleagLles
carne to a head. it should, how-evel be noted
here that by the time we fotmaily withdrer,v
from the pubtic sphere copies of all the c,>n-

tributions as well as the rnaterials generated
in the debate, and rherefore needed for ottr
report, were virtualiy with eYery member
wfro was interested. And I was interested-

I may here indicate the nature and direc-
tions irf the decisive disagreements- Tt.y
may be separated i{rto sevbn: One: The bu-
reau's con-eption of itself: lVas it an agency
of government or an independent cornmis-
sioi? &rlo: Flowing from the above, how dose
should the'bureau be to the government?
Ilree: What should be our relationship wtth
the press, ild, hence, the Public? fotm
Shodld the official records of our proceed-
ings be mere'summaries' or should they in..

clude dre internal debates that shorved how
we moved dialecfically to certain important
.decisions? EtvsHowshould we enhance our
sredibility in the eyes of the nation dpling
this exeriise? Mori: concretely: should we
dose our eyes and ears to wha-t was hapPe3-
ing in the-country even as the nation de
batedt Shorrtd we appropriate the p-5eiudices
of the Nigerian state towards populardemG
cratic organisations such as rle NigBria
Labour Congress (NLC), the Academic S-raff

Union of Unilersities (AS.JIJI the NationalAs-
sociation of Nigerian Studenrc (NAI.ISF SIr
Should ttre'recommendation" part of our re
port be precise or nebulous? Should uF plg
iAae thdstate with an'interim report'with
wtrich it could tun au,af or askthe regime
touraitfora single final report? SeumThere
wils a per.manent fight over language_Pd
concefs 'masses" rrersus "grassrooBl try!
inecliss" velsus'elites", etC The question of
wfutherthe concept of Is[ateo should feanrre
in otr,engagemerit with the publictookus
such a long Ume to resohrc with a comprc
misel

On \lffiesday,Deceraber 17,1986, the furr
damenal.' Idedlogical. disagreenreots be


