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be won. It is better understood as
mogress in people’s power against a host
of enemies. I shall merely mention these
enemies and their anti-democratic emana-
tions. The first is Uncle Tomism. The
British colonial power managed the grant-
ing of Nigerian independence in such a
way that those who have ruled are lackeys
of imperialism. The masses of Nigeria
want to liberate themselves from imperi-
alism, and the imperialists know it. Con-
seiuenlly, the ‘leaders’ favoured by impe-
ralists (that is, foreign big investors in
Nigeria and their home government back-
ers) must be lackeys that can maintain the
‘peace’ of the graveyard in Nigeria while
t& vultures gore and gorge.

The second enemy is traditional autocra-
¢y. In many parts of Nigeria, chieftaincy
is associated with autocracy. Once a chief
desires something, the people must do it
obediently. What is wanted by this tradi-
tion is obedience or obsequiousness
which is mistaken for loyalty, discipline
or even love. Independence, criticism and
any will of the people contrary to the
chief’s preference is regarded as deviant
or rebeilious. We see people all over Ni-
geria who throw their weights about and
think they have become demigods, having
been named chiefs. If any chief happens,
indeed. to be democratic, he is so by per-
somal choice and not as a part of the tradi-
tion.

The third enemy is the colonial heritage.
Colonialism left behind a large element of
authoritarianism in the country. Colonial-
ists also demanded not reasoning or argu-
" ment but Nigerian public vocabulary by~
the Shagari Admimstration. The obscu-
rantist traditionalists, conservatives and

DEMOCRACY in Nigeria is a war to

_into fascists. I regard secret_cults in_uni-

Enemies of democracy

‘good’ colonial servants who dominated
Shagari’s party and government regarded
every criticism, question asking or opposi-
tion as ‘confrontation”, that is, an act of
rebellion.

The fourth enemy is the bureaucratisa-
tion of life. The colonial government left a
fairly large administrative, police and ju-
dicial bureaucracy. The large government
and private firms that dominate the mod-
ern and money-spinning sector are run by
large bureaucracies. Since development in
the country in all fields dcﬁends very
much on these bureaucracies, their powers
are very large. As the people are not well
organised in any field, the bureaucracy be-
haves as if it has a right to please itself. It
sees itself as the connoisseur of all that
should be. This is especially so since rep-
resentation of the people, the rule of law
and justice are undermined by ethnicity,
corruption and the illiteracy of the vast
majority of the people.

The fifth enemy is militarism or military
dictatorship. Out of 37 years of quasi-
independence, 30 have been spent in mili-
tary dictatorships. Nigerians who were
born after the civil war have seen no civil-
ian rule, for they were still children during
the briet 1979-83 rule of Shagari. The re-
sult of such military bastardisation is the
ascendancy of commandism everywhere.
Even vice-chancellors in universities.,
noted for their traditon of splendid argu-
mentation and debate, have degenerated

versities as one result of the unrelieve
exposure of certain types of impressiona-
ble young people to a situation where one

_portunis

By Eskor Toyo

can get away with an arbitrary secret con-
spiracy, force, dictation, personal ambi-
tion, lying and the calpacity to grab, and
where those who excel in these things ex-
pect to be looked upon or even glorified as
“leaders’.

The sixth enemy is ethnicity. Ethnicity
implies a definition of ‘the people’ to ex-
clude all except one’s ethnic ‘brothers’. It
has always been easy to justify or excuse
autocracy or discrimination against even
the majority of citizens on the basis of eth-
nicity or racism. On the other hand, eth-
nicity or racism makes it difficult, if not
impossible, for sufferers from autocracy to
unite against it. For instance, the ethnic
chauvinists in the south of Nigeria find it
convenient to associate all the citizens
from the north of Nigeria with the autoc-
racy of even military regimes headed by
someone from that part of the country in-
stead of uniting with all democrats in Ni-
geria willing to oppose any autocracy. In
fact, experience leads one to the conclu-
sion that it is impossible for a chauvinist
to be a genuine democrat.

Quite a heady and ubiquitous enemy of
democracy is opportunism. With oppor-
tunism, one is ready to set aside all norms
or conventions that safeguard or are likely
to lead to democracy. We know that Ni-
geria today flares in the forest fire of oP~

m. When politicians declare poli-
tics a game rather than a serious concern
with the fate of the country or the people,
when they pronounce it a dirty game to

excuse any filth one can pack into it, when
men of ag;;airs tout themselves as ‘practi-
cal’, and dismiss all priniciples contemptu-
ously as ‘theory’, ‘dealism’ or day dream-
ing, when a mulitary opportunist who has
staged a successful coup d’etat blares like
a god of thunder that what the country
needs is not ideology but his rule, it is
preposterous that any of them or any of
their cohorts can in the next minute tafk of
wanting democracy. As for democracy, it
is the realisation and sustenance of certain
principles as primary. Democracy and op-.
portunism go ill together. *

With opportunism walks hand in hand its
twin, personal ambition. Consider a Nige-
rian who turns his back on the tribulations
_of the people or lends a sycophantic hand
to tyranny, hilariously casting all scruples
to the winds in order to become a port-
manteau Rockefeller while the people
chafe. When he has become a rotten naira
Goliath, he now suddenly surfaces as
nothing other than a candidate for a presi-
dency, governorship or local council
chairmanship that can be bought with
money. We ought to know that such a Ni-
gerian is an enemy of democracy. Such
ambitious merchant adventurers are the
rule rather than the exception today in Ni-
geria. Of course, they proclaim them-
selves ‘democrats’.

The next in line as an enemy of democ-
racy is greed: greed for the power of
wealth and the power of pusition. Greed is
associated with monopolism. It is the op-
posite of fair sharing. The power of
money or position is even disdainful of
consultation with the ‘crowd’ who have

neither. Democracy, however, means fair
sharing and consultation that recognise, as
the United States Declaration of Inde-
pendence put it in 1776, that “all men are
created equal”. ;

The ninth enemy of democracy is super-
ficiality or mediocrity. Dictators and op-
portunists encourage superficiality, be-
cause they flourish best where no one can
ask deep questions. Little wonder why in
all regimes that are antagonistic to democ-
racy, even while styling themselves “dem-
ocratic’ or seeing themseives as transi-
tions to democracy, organisations like
Nigeria’s Academic Staff Union of Uni-
versities (ASUU) are in for perennial trou-
ble. As alreadw noted, it is not military
men alone that demand nothing but obedi-
ence and compliance and see everything
else as ‘confromtation’. Last but not least
enemy is corrugtion. With corruption, anti-
democracy strides at ease wearing the
mask of ‘democracy’. Putrefying gifts and
a vile hurricane of promises of pusition,
money or other property sweep aside the
real interests or presence of the people,
subvert democratic constitutions, and tear
up democratic rales of law. ’

igeria needs a massive, well-organised,
sustained and well-oriented struggie for
democracy, and this calls for such a strug-

le against its many enemies. One is a
%001 who thinks every civilian who hails
‘democracy’ is @ democrat. It takes time to
know a demoerat. I can say firmly that
Nigeria’s ASUU is a genuinely demo-
cratic organisatson because 1 have seen it
in action from the inside over many years
and in many sitmations of different kinds.

-Many so-catied dernocrais in Nigeria are

frauds. '
 Prof. Toyo teaches Economics ai the
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