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Fdgr?s.r in people's power against a host
td- enemies. I shall merelv mention these
enemies and their anti-democratic emana-
tions. The irst is Uncle Tomism. The
Bsitish colonial power managed the grant-
i*g of Nigerian'indepcnden"ce in sirch a
way that those who ltave ruled are lackeys
od-imperialisnr. The masses. of Nigeiia
eant to liberate themselves from imperi-
alism. and the imperialists know it. eon-
sequentll. thc 'lc'aders' tavoured by impe-
rulists iihat is. lbreign big inveirors' in
l'{igena and rheir homE gov-ernment back-
ess) must be lackevs that. can maintain the
'pace' of thc gravcyard in Nigeria while
the vultures gore and gorge.
The second enemy is traditional autocra-

cy. [n ntany pans uf Nigeria. chieliaincy
ts associated witlr autocracy. Once a chief
rhires sornething. the people musr do it
obedicntly. What is wanted bv this tradi-
tion is 'obedience or obs6quiousness
whith is mistaker) for loyalty,-discioline
or evcn lovc. lndcpcndr'nie. iriticisrri and
any rvill of rhe peopie contrary to the
chicf's preterencc is regarded ai deviant
or rebeilit,us. We sce people all over Ni-
geria u'ho throrv their rveights about cnd
think thc! lrarc l-o-r'onre deirigods. hlr ing
bcen nlnrctl ehicfs. lf any chicf hrppcni
indecd. to hc drrrrocralic, he is s<l hv r,.'r-
srtnal choiee :trrJ lrirl as a part of the'tlirdi
tr0n.

Thc thirJ L-n('Il\ r\ rlrt roltrnial herilasc.
Cokruialisnr lclt hr,!r'r'll rr llrrtc rlenrcrri,rl'
authoritariirnistn il thc countrv. Colonial-
isls also tlenrantlcri nttt rerrsoning or argu-
mcni .hut Nigeriirn pritriii i'o,r6ulriryty'
tlrc Slrr,:.rrr Arlrrrinirtr;,iirrn. Thc,,breLi-
rilntlsl i.!ditionllisrs. conservtli.,es lnd

'good' colonial servants who dominated
Shagari'.s pafiy and government regarded
errery criticism, question asking or opposi-
tion as 'confrontation", that ii, an hit of
rebellion.

The fourth enemy is the bureaucratisa-
tion ol'life. The col6nial Eovemmenr left a
fairly large admjnisrratirt. police and ju-
dicial bureaucracy. The targi gc,vernnrenr
and private firms that dominate the mod-
ern and money-spinning sector are run by
Iarge bureaucracies. Since development i-n
the country in all lields deperids verv
much on th-ese bureaucracies. their powert
are very large. As the people are nbt well
()rganised in any field, the bureaucracy be-
haves as if ir has a righr to please itsilf. It
sees itself as the connoisseur of all that
should be. This is especially so since rep-
resentation of the people. the rule of law
and justice are undermined hy ethnicitv.
corruption and rhe illiteracy bf the valt
rnaiority of the DeoDle.

The llhh encrhy ii militarism or military
dictatorship. Out of 37 years of quasi-
intJependence,30 have been spent in mili-
tary drctatorshipr. Nigerians- who were
b,rrn o1,ar the civil war htvc scen no civil-
iun rule. for lhcy were srill children during
thc brrct lq79.tlJ rule of Shagari. The rel
sult of such rllilitary bastardisation is the
ascendancy of commandism everywhere.
Errn vicc-uhuncclltrrs irr uniri,rsities.
noted tor thcir tradrrion ol splcndid argu-
nrentation and dcbate. havc degenerated
inr,l llsciit,. I rcgirrd sccrct culis in trni-
vcrsitic's:rs rrne icrnlt ol the unrclievcd
uxp{rsure (}l icnJin t}pc: ul irnpre:siona-
hle y,,111;. LI:.,Dlc 1,, a sitrrtrlrolr irhcre onc
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can get away with an arbitrary secret con-
spiracy, force. dictation, personal ambi-
tion. lying and the capaciiy to prab. and
where those who excef in these tlhings ex-
pect_to be looked upon or even glorified as
'leaders'.

'[he sixth enemy is ethnicity. Ethniciry
implier a definition of 'the people' ro ex'-
clude all excepr one's erhnii 'biothers'. It
has always been easy to justify or excuse
aulocracy or discrimination against cven
the majority of citizens on rhe 6asis of erh-
nicit-v or racism. On thc olher hand, erh-
nicity or racism makes it difficult, if not
impossrble. for sufferers lrom autocracy to
unite against it. For instance, the etlinic
chauvinists in the south of Nigeria find ir
convenient to associate all fue citizens
from the north of Nigeria with the autoc-
racy of even rnilitary regimes headed by
someone from that part of the countrv in--
stead of uniting with all democrats iri Ni-
geria willing to oppose any autocracy. ln
lacl, expenence leads one to the conclu-
sion that it is irnpossiblc for I chauvinist
to be a senuine demrxrat
_ Quitc'a heady and ubiquirous encmy of

denrocracv is opportuniim. With opiror.
tunism, onc is readv to set aside all nbr.ms
or conventi(rls that'safeguard or are likelv
to leird to rlernrrraey. Wc knus, thrt Ni-
gdria l()dilv Ilarcs in the lirrest lire o[ op-

. pq(urli)nr. \\'lren politicianr,.leclare po[i.
ttcs r !Jm('rlthcr thJn a scriorts concern
with thr latc rrl tlrr'coLrrrtry ()r tho pf()pie.
uhcn lhcv pr(rruullec tt i (lirtv grme t,,

excuse any filth one can pack into it, when
men of affairs toui Lhemselves as 'practi-
cal'_. and dismiss all principles contemptu-
ously as 'theory'. 'deatism' or day dream-
ing,-when a military opportunist'who has
staged a successful coup d'etut blares Iike
a god of thunder th;rt what the country
needs is not ideology but his rule. it is
preposterous that anv of them or anv of
iheir cohorts can in tlie next minure teik of
wanting democracy. As for dentocracy, it
is the realisation and sustenance of cenain
principles as prilnary. Democrqcy and op7'
porlunism go ill together.
With opportunism walks hand in hand its

twin. personal ambition. Consider a Nige-
rian rvho tums his back on the tributatiSns
of the people or lends a sycophantic hand
to tyranny,hilariously casting all scruplcs
to the winds in order to tlecome a p()rt.
manteau Rockefeller while the pebple
chal'e. When he has bccome a rotten naira
Colicth, he now suddenly surthces as
nothing other than a candidite for a presi-
dency, governorship or local criuncil
chairmanship that can be bought uith
money. We ol.lght to know rhar such a Ni-
gerian is Jlr encmy ol democrlcy. Such
amhitious mercharit adventurcrs arc the
rule ruther than the exceplion today in Ni-
gena. Ol course, the) proelairn tlrcnr-
selvcs 'democrars'-

Thc nsxt in line as an encmv o1' dcnroc-
racy is grccd: ilrecd tor thi' powcr ol
wcalth iind the porver oi p()sition. (jrce<i is
associirLed with utonoo,tlirrll. Ir i< th.' n*
pi;.i;-;r lt',i' ir,,li,i.. ' 

'ir," p"*., ' 
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,roncy or position is evcrr Cisdainlirl of
consultaticrn with the 'croqd' wlro have

Enemies of democracy neither. Democracv. however, means fair
sharine and consuliation that recoertise, as

the U'nited States Declaratron 6l' Inde-
pendence put ir in 1776. that "all tnen are
created eoual"-

The ninih enemv of democracl is supcr-
ficialitv or medi6aritv' Dictatois and op-
portunists enccurage srrperficiality' hc-
cause thev flourish best where no one can
ask deep questions. Little wonder why in
all repirirei that are antaEonistic to dentoc-
racy."eucn while styling"themselves'dcm-
ocratic' or seeing themselves as trensl-
tions to dernmr-acv. organisatir)ns like
Nireria's Acadcmii Staff Union of Uni-
veisities (ASUU) are in frrr perennial trou-
hle. As alreadv notcd, ir is not rnilitary
nten alone thatkemand nothing hut obedi-
ence and comptriance and see e\erlthlng
else as 'confrdrrtation'. Last bLIt not lcast
enetny is corruSion. With corruptiorr. anti-
dernocracv strides at ease weitnng the
mask of iemo."nacy'. Purrefying gilis and
a vile hurricanc of promises o, pusltlon'
money or other properly swcep aslde the
rL'al inlerests N prcsence oi lhe frcople.
subverl democrallc constitutions' and tcar
uo democratic rsles of law.
lrliccna needs. a massivc, well-organiscti.

sust;ined and ryell-orientcd slrugele for
dcrrrocracv. and l-his calls lbr such a strug
elc asainlt its manv encmies. Onc is a

It'ol ivho thinks cvery civilian rvho hails
'demrrcracy' is ;* dem&rat. It takes tirne to
knorv u demosrat. I can suy lirnrll' th:rt
Niccrir's ASUU is a rcnuincll titmr''
crr"tiu rrrganisation becau-sc I hlvt s('\'n it
irr acti,rn'from the insidc ovcr mrn\ \rrr\
intl lii i"inv'"ii,"itiorrs ot ditteru,i (inds.
lvtani, so-caiieti dsrnocrdts in Nigeria are
l'rauds.

' Pro.f. 'foyo tt'::dches E(ottottli<.s d lhe
Unitar:;iry of C*labar.


