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Forourd revol uti o nary i dealis ts
ByEltn{ttildnagu
y ET me begtn by saying thac r{e reqrn
LtaeaUsf ls nu irsd tn *ris arrlcle in the
phiksophical sense. Were dtis rhe cas d*
irercea comrades tuwhom *repice isded
lered would not bt consldered asnran$sts
ar aIL B ut dqnrrere all rwol utionaryMarx*
ism. Iemploftdre term ridealisf hETe in *re
ordlnary sense of a perwn rhat "drerlsfies
orpursues high or noble principles, PgF
poses orgoali* but wiihour $ving suffi-
cisrt considemdon ro oblecrrue,
hixorically-de rerm i ned realiry. When dris
descfipdon is;Fplied ra degar.md Ngrr-
ian rEiaolurionary Matxisrs Jrou begin to
frave a ScrufrH ofrlre tylt ofp*rrom I llarc
in mindar:tdthe qpe ufrewlutionary rerr
derryrl*ypa*ly reflerted. we shall r€rurn
ro rfltr and aoncludeurlrh tc
An indtcarion ttfils gtuen ln rhs closing

paragraplr of my lasr publistred article,
oror}yifo (BI) and Xomslafe (Ifff urhich
app*amdearly thts ruondt rbac the nana-
rivb uas incomplete, or rather, rhar ir rs
quird a pr,oper conclusion rryhich an$Arers

ar leasrrhf;se rwo quesrians; u&ac does rhe
fwolutionary Directorate (RD) ds now
and whatis fie na rrarufs tentafivs asessl
rnenrnfrut's agleerhtsrory? I *raII, in &Is
orxCudtng sqgmenr, slighdy erryand rlre
narradwandryto anstter gtre turo ques
dons Aldrougtt names ofaruaE $aces,p*
rtods and dares of kry eren$ wlll be
lndicate{ names of pemonages wi[ be
glven only tstlen &is is absolutetynece$
sery ftraurhendciryand as crtrlcal asls
ulnc€ rc pNble resealth. [n comrrete
termsr only rtre rutrne$ of a fcry personag,Bs
will beded to dre five or six narnes thar
Here glt"n m rh prqflous pHe owhldr
&eprcerrone tsrrdtced
Ihe me@g ofrtntl-IhrErty }lurcmenr of

Mgerra (APtr{oN} in l-agos o n r}nsrmas Day

ofrys formalty ended the *civil war" in the
organieadon thisrtras in *re earlymon*rs
of- Murrala Mohamrnedolusegun
drasani*Theophilus Daniurna military
regimeindacouSe of nrurchsatter dre hsr
baich of erucrnl actftrists were released

ftorn derenuon. TIxe meedog {a nryol uSio-*
ar1r congress, in retruspecr) declared rhe
driminant facrion it represrnted as vimor in
rheinrernal srrugigle (on howroproreed af-
rer derention) and the aurhenric psogies-
sion of d:s 

-rerrolurionary radirion of
ATMOH. From lbadan came Biodun lrytfo
{81} wirh a nurnber ofcomrades Tony F$-
gurub*, Eene Madunagu and I, tqgerher
with som€ arlrer cornrades f,ame frsm ln.
gos Csmndes bon ledunrfrarta who
rsere meeringmGst of the key panicipanfs
fnrdrefirst tirne - outsi& thp ne*,rspaFs *
and whq on arrlval" muced the mnse ar-
mmph*rg caultous$ and iuslftrbllr de
clared rhenrselves *observers* arxl \rdere sc
adrniued.

The meeringlcongrsss tssued a cornrnu'
nique whldt, among o*pr rhings- nadonal
an& inrcrrutional - iondemned the prornc
rions beingcarried our ry ttn ne*v regime
in ttre Nigerian armed forces and the
regm e's harassrnent of srudents of &e Uni.
reftry of lbadan for earlerloiclng dle sa me
condemnarb[ tn *re lntsnatbnal scene,
we corxdemned the rnilira ry interte ndo n of
Indonesia tn East Timor. Iony Engumbe
emergsd as National chatr (a new posu*);
I was conftrrned as Narlsral Secreurry and
Bene was named rnember of tbe ltorhng
commtrne ry emrgnd as Edtmrtn<[nf of
I@d$ C,ause,$e purnal ofAPtrlolt{, and
glven full porers to consdtute du edroral
Board- aod he carne qr untra rtrdudor
ary and utrty nedoral mdmg glurp. As tn-
drcated in dp precedintpiffefhr Flfifo

As also indicated:with time, RDacquired
thrce lerdels ot' rnembership: full-member'
ship alternat+ fuIl-membership an d assc-
ciar*membership,
To rocap and prmeed: Rsroludonary Di-

rrtnrete {RD} has been introdured as the
rarolurionary tote franguard) ofa rernlu-
rianery tendrncy iI€) in the Nigerian S+
ciaisc Movprn*nr (NStr{} and drc Ngerian
f*ft {xr} It cam* lmc.sd$e,$ce lft I rgos on
December 25, t9?5 at a r€$oludonary co$-
gIEs of an*-rnraty Morement o f Nip.rta
{APtruIOH} TI}e congresq tryethen w ituhe
ernergenc* of RD. was a retorlufi ona ry laap.
trutwidrin s* moudrs sfthis [sp, [D rnade
another rudutionary leap It combined
wt*r anotlrergroup Hr what I have called
"extra ordnary engagenrenf and "rw olrr
rionar.r rurai conscien$sa$on" in an erea
covering pa:ts ofthe plese n[ Osun, Oy'o and
ondo Siares.That, carnbtnauon wes called
the Revoiuttrnary Moverrent for tle uber-
ad,on of t*igena(nzuroN} In maHngthis
second retrolutlonary leap, RD alrno$ Il+
uidated, through ternporary abandor
menq rhe Antl-Pov€ny Mwernent of
Nrgeria (AfIr{oN ) utke revolurlona ry her-
itage ts had *lordy bebre tren fought a blt-
rcr knril $raf u, susatn and cmtinue!
Nor, whil was &e bssr dnrrrer of RD-

not ar formahn, bmt in marurity? Whaqin
other words, dtsungutstrcd it from other
tendencier grouF and forrnatbns fi the
Nigerhn SoOaltst Morement ard the
Ntgsian Lrfr? The earlrrantcle lmplicldy
answrred &r qtffin andwent on toag.

memtrens.If$ras

gregate and sunnlarae ilre

three points stiould here be emphas,q{'
The &Ik point is *rat RDunas commttce{ ir-
;v*-bry, ro *te unity of Se lrligerian Isft
a nd the,imergpnce ofa zubstan*al nauo*'
alty-bnsed re6lurionary fornration" It b$
tieied that it is rrot *e pr*sem tuling.l"*
*rarwrll rmite Nisrxa - frbr it cannot Ba*ter,
ir ts *re N igeria n fefq trat' ing Fm tmmd ut
rwol utioiary founilauons, rhat will ctra m-
pion end l€id the struggle f+r nattonal
untry under populardenrocrary and sodal-

li you tespond rtrar sorne grfirp$ can ilsn
stand up and inslst on being counted lor
rhis wrrrmiuflEst' t uflll reryond rtrat RD
pu rsu€s th is somm itmentwtrile rernai$tg
l*arxist and rewluuonarJr. The second
pS m is ttrat all (ho6s qtrcsri.nlrirhtch u*rd
ro appear as aplendixes ra socialist 1trq
granrrnes in Nigeria - incitding dle natlmal
gue$ion and tfie women's ltbera$on ql€s
rion- rnusrnor be in the mainstmm dthe
ag*n,Ja of xruggle.rhe thir-dpoi$Lis thar in
*re xiuggle agaulst capiialisrrr a nC tm pc -

alism and for papnrlar dento(raqy and s+
iialis m fu working cb s temains the mwt
srrateglc segment of the ffghang potrrla-
$on.

RD's experience wer the years ls dornF
natd by a nurnber danributeswhidron
be suminarued un&r the fotluping heae

isrn-

These anrtbueswiltbe
in rhe
tortcal and

of dry are
leasr consdlute anodrer zubiec€ndneb/.

TheirhtE

RD oler rhe c,yerr But at
Tabean*ilmred tffinorraut.



Forourd
ByEfuinlildrrou vidual members and through cMl-sociery,

sociopolirica I and populardemocratic for-
mations in which its members participare or
in which ttrey haye influence The bononr-
line rule was that RD members in any organ-
isational form must not only be selfless but
rnust uphold the highest lbnns of dernp
cratic principle and pracrice. Having said
this, the point I am rnaking by "regular dis-
continuigl is ttrar tlre organisational forms
through r,t'hich RDacted had been unsable-
to put the maffer mildl1,. Or, put differently.
RD has exlxrienced a massire turnoved'of
organisational forms through whirh itacted,

We conclude where we began: Revolution-
ary ldealism. This has been *re mosrendur-
ing, rhe dominant of rhe dominant RD
attributer Revolutionary idealism, in the
context of RD experience, is the herolc and
sel fless pu rsui t, by revol u tiona ry Ma xists, of
"lligh or noble princi pleq purposes or goals"
- but without giving su ffi cien t con siderarion
to "objective, historicallydetermi ned real-
ity." In its excrerne forms this aftribute can

Zaria in fuly-August t9z7t RD had reesmb
Iished itself in two centrjes: Calabarand lfe-

In Calabar, which became its new head-
quarters, RD tried to recreate the "rural con-
scientisarion" in what is now the Southern
Senatorial Disrrict of Cross Nver State. Com-
rade Assi m Oto Assinr-lt4 a revolurionary sG
cialist, as well as a royalry, was a pillar ofthis
newengagement Bur RD embarked on this
new engagement udthout adequate stucty of
the nelv terrain or etren a thorough analpis
of irs $76lr9zt experience in Wesrern Nige
ria SimultaneouslyRD initiated rhe forma-
rion ofthe Mor*ement forProgressirn Nigeria
(MPN) in the University of Calabar in the
holle that wirh the exisrence of a sinrilarly
named oryanis.rtion in lGdunalZaria the rrnr-
olutiona natlonal morrement of Nigerian
students lnlbadanwoirldor-
pand fasrer

The next step mentofAc-
cion Cenrre Intbrmation and Document&

on April 21,lg8l,of Ingrid Essien0bot,a ra&
ical lecturer in Medical Psycholory (then
taught as part of Socioloef), a Leftisr femF
nist, socialist humanisq German by birtlt
Nigerian by marriage and mother of firre
(one temale, tour males). While Assim lta
(la te) was a fu ll member of RD, Ingrid Essie*
Obot and Tony Engurube (borh late) lverq
at different tirneslassociate memt ers. nv
the middle of its seventh year, RD had eni
barked or: *tbrergn expeditions." This, in
summar1r, is a sample of RD's dorninant q-
perienTg and aftributes over the years
Some ofthesewere positirre, sorne \ rcre co*
tradictory, others were deserving of severe
ctiticism, but all were rermludonary, sellles
and offer deep lessons ior generations of rtre
Nigerianl€ft.

eparted revolutionary idealists (z)

I rnean by'Mininrum
e execution ofRD's gen-

eral we nray reler co three itenrs
in prog{amme. Ttrese a re: "strengthen-
ing dre ty to ensure the
continu
{tharis, srnrggles in pl ornorion
ofdenrocr:atic, human, existential and civil
nghts) ac;'oss the coun rlrarall tin:es and in
rrll conditions ofbourgeois oreven popular-
democmric rulq" "expafiding popularrCe
rnocratic and socialist educ"ation among the
toiling and rarorking ma$ses and alt stnana
and segrnents ofthe population rhar suffer
specific or general oppiession under cap!
talist rule;" and "engaging in $nsremadc ie-
search, infomration and docurnentarion
and building instirudons and centres for
this engagenlenL"
RD has not halted any elementof rhese err-

gag€menrs, as well as ideologicafinrellec-
tual engagemenls in the rnedia and in
acadernic instirucions, since ia binh in D+

Con t inu e d fiam y e stetday

TO explain what
I Conrinuigf in *t

cenrber tg7s andforthe six subperiods ofis
lristory; (lszs-rs r7), \en-re8s ); (r oas.tsgs),
(psleo psl (zoa zo$), {.zor+he presenr).
This is what I mean by "minirnum continu-
ity."So, $e questions whetherRD is in exis
tence and wtratft nowdoes -ifin existence-
arean$nrered.
Io understand whatl mean by"regulardis

condnuiqf in organisadonal form$ rhe fol-
Iowlng background wlll hare ro be
appreclated. RD had no "organisadonal
strucrurc'in the ordinarysense this 0erm is
ud. It ums a collecdre ln which €rrcry rnern-
ber knerr and was conscious not only of
lerihis ereas of qpecial responsibility but
d:ose of ofhers. RD acmd rhrough itrtndi-

rnove from mere reyolurionary irnpatience
to wlrar Lelilnisrs call 'loluntarism" or "ad-
venn:rism." But an irony of history is ttrat al-
though revolu tionary idealism frequenrly
Ieads to deteats and draw-back, no success-
ful rerrclution has so fartaken place wirhout
th e ra nguardism of revolu rioriary idealisrn

Fora peep into the history of RD's revolu-
donaryidealism, consider the follorring tra-
jecto ry of i ts fi rst si x yea rc of exi srence. tVith i n
six months ofwi nning the "civil war" in Anti-
ForcrtyMovemenr of Mgeria (APt ON), RD
united with a rarelutionlry formarion.and
began a ul-monrfr period of "extraordinary
engagemen t" a nd "ru ra t conscienti*:tion" in
luesrern pam of Nigeria Ir wiilrdrew in the
middle of wn.And shortly after this, bythe
end of rheAll-Nigeria Socialist Confererice in

tion (ACID) in the lbadanllfe axis and the
tormation of Calabar Group of Sociatisa
(rcS) and Democratic Action Commiftee
(DACOM) in Calabar. tsy rhe end of dre ftrst
firc years of its existence, the "Ali Must Go"
national snrdents' pro_rest and its bloody af-
tennath had comeand gone;a radical tehist
rendency had assumed the national leader-
s_hip of the newlyformed Nigerian labour
Congress (NLC) rhe AcademiCStaff Unlon of
lJniversides (ASI.ff) had emerged, and had
been rad icalized; rh€ National Associadon of
{igerian Srudenrs (NAI{S} the successor to
the proscribed National Union of Nigerian
Sqd*lrs (NUNS) had also emerged, Edical
at birth.
U the middle of its sixth year of eiristence,

RD, as RD, had suffered is frrst knorym casu-
alrf the murder, at rhe UniversiryofCalabar,

be concehre4 in additioq as a means to a uD
lirical end. Unforn-rnarcly and almosttragl
cally, the narure and minner of this "en['
and how to adnance to it, could nog ln ttp
given historical and material circunr
stances, be adequarcly concehrcd W tre rEF
olutionaryagenry,RD.
Conchtdd..


