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By Edwin Madunagu :

Y difficulties in this discussion began

with how to construct a title forit. I -

could break down whatIwanted to say into -
bits of statements and questions. ButIcould
not agree with myselfon how tocraftabe -
fitting title for the discussion, even a provi- .
sional one, in the manner of many writers.
Before finally adopting the title that now ap-
pears I'had serially considered several alter-
natives..One of the earliest, the one Iloved .
most, was “Marxism in our time”, which
szmply lifts the title of Leon Trotsky’s essay-
written in Mexico in 1939, but titled and
published posthumouslym 1970.Thereafter
Ihad asked myself: Should Trotsky be rather

- Jand”. }n thistite,asinBJ'scolu mn, each word

... or phrase is a definitive aspect of the discus-.

sionand makes a definitive contribution toit. .
“Eventually I returned to my earliest, even un-
listed title, as I often do, without repudiating
any ofthe larter altemanves 1dorequestread-
_erstobearthisinmind as they gothrough this
fragmentarypiece. . ‘

 Itisalmostcertin thatat leastone fairly ]arge :
Left party or “Left-leaning” party will emerge
as a contestant for power or office in the 2023
general election in Nigeria. It is also clear that
even without this emergence or early emer-
gence, popu}ar-democranc struggles, organ~i_
‘ized - and - spontaneous, planned and-
unplanned (against mass poverty, xmpover-

‘ishment, immiseration, “insecurity”, corrup-

functionai National Consu]tanve and Coor- -

somethmg else Itis on the last listed possi-

dinating Centre (NCCG) to assume the func-- ble “byproduct” thatwe shall now focusin the

tions that the name:suggests including the - remaining part of this piece. I preface this

~ publication of a periodic newsletter.1 know  with the affirmation that the question of “na-
that there exists, or can be found within the = tional unity” has been central in the agenda
movement, at least one or a smali group of . ofthe Nigerian Left rig‘nt fromits birth several
Leftists thatcan volunteerto pay therentand decadesago.

underwrite the cost of running the Centre

Some weeks ago, on Sunday, December 5,

for the first five years. The history of the 2021,1called up a younger comrade of mine

Nigerian Lefthas taughtusall thatin matters - to re-state a conclusion to our discussion of
like this; individual small monetary dona- the day before. Since the telephone line was
tions and pledges can play onlya smallma- unclear that previous day 1 was not sure that

terial partbeyond the moral the 1deolog1cal
“andthesymbolic. =

_ Among the possible “byproducts of this
broad projection, if nurtured by older Left- -
ists, especially Marxists, will be the emers

he properly understood me. The discussion

was on “national unity” and the attitude of
the Nigerian Left to it. That conclusion which
I thought needed a restatement may be
framed like this: 1 find it difficuly; as a revolu-

adapred or modified to read: “Marxism in  tion and neofascist dictatorship)will intensafy.;
ourtlme, in ourland™? Or, should itbe “The = and expand in the period leading up to the
mverse ofMamsm and Marxists, through election, and beyond. The main task of the

k»—...._._

ngenan Leftand Nigerian Leftists in this pe-

gence of a much needed People's Manifesto  tionary Marxistand as a Nigerian, influenced
for the Nigerian Leftoraclearqualitativead- by Samir Amin’s youthful but highly heuris-
vance toitsemergence;and theengagement tic description of Marxism as “the social sci-
in dialogue of segments of the'Nigerian Left ence of revolutionary socxahstpraxxs tobreak

R

Or, mdeed, should the title of what Iwanted
to say.be a long one, in the manner of the  trend as responsibly as possible, mitigating
columns of Comrade Biodun Jeyifo (BJ)in. - negative effects and consequences of possible
Nigeria's The Nation on Sunday(and earlier, - errors and, of course preventmg foreseeable
in The Guardian on Sunday)? That adapta-~ ones.
tion would then have led me to: “Critical - Beyond all the above, but equally as impor-

and heuristic questions on theory and use - tant:Iwould propose that by the end of 2022,
of Marxism for Mamsts in our nme inour the ngenan Left would have estabhshed a

ing goes. ‘That task is to actively gmde this™ 1ar’

1ar or Minotiy oS sitigneon soveralsrate: -

gic and tactical issues, including the
question of electoral strategy and the issue

of “national unity”. A “byproduct” is used

here to dehherately designate its ordinary

‘meaning, that is, “a secondary and some-

times unexpected consequence” or “a prod- -

uct: made during the manufacmre of

odisinerelgie: cartout for them”, as the say----who have been ahenated by their “unpopu- with a Nigerian Marxist comrade solely on

the ground thatshe or he is a secessionist ag-
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The situation, of course, changes if she or he
becomes mvolved atany level, in an armed
struggle, that pmnacle of Marxist revolution-
ary politics. That changed situation isoutside
the scope of the presentarticle.
To be continued tomorrow
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By Edwin Madunagu ' imperialism” or “class struggle” being the “motive force of derogate from the fact thatl, myself haveaclear ideological

Continued from yesterday

HE reason for the first partof the position stated above —

Tthe part of not breaking with a Nigerian Marxist com-
rade solely on the ground of being a supporter of secession
—is simple and straight forward: The Nigerian Marxist Left, .
including the tendency to which I belong, has not articu-
- lated or adopted a categorical position, ideological or poht-

ical, on what Marxism designates as “the national question”, -

that issue dramatized in a bitter, but enlightening debate
between Rosa Luxemburg and Viadimir Lenin over a cen-
tury ago and which has littered the history of Marxist and
~non-Marxist revolutions ever since. The issue is prominent
inthe relationships between Marxists in the countries they

have either led or in which theyare in contention for power,

- and between states thatare led by Marxists.
A clear position ought to have emerged on the twm—ques‘

tions of “national question” and the question of “national

unity” in a Manifesto of a substantial Marxist formation or
Marxist-influenced Left formation since the end of the Civil

War in Nigeria more than 50 years ago. But unfortunately, it -

has not. Once such a clear position emerges it becomes -

binding. Why? Because a Left movement seriously fighting

for power must have clear positions on such strategic issues.
Aclarification: The point about not breaking with a seces- -
sionist, but non-arms- bearmg comrade will require a re-

 tional pillar of Marxism, such as qnn{apltalzsm_ and “anti-
s : 4

history” or the strategic and vanguardrole of the working
class in the struggle for, and construction of socialism.
These are “red lines”, comparable, in a sense, for Christians
and Christianity, to the belief in Chnst’s death and resur-
rection. '

A global or universal statement of the :deologlcal and po-
litical princi iple articulated above can be attempted. And my
attempt is this: I would not argue against a Marxist's con-
tinued claim to be a Marxist solely on the ground that she or
he argues for, or supports the “breakup” of her or his “home-

_land”. Again this position will call for a review if in the

course of this argument this Marxist calls for a revision of a
foundational pillar of Marxism, as illustrated above.

Thereason for the first part of my position—the partof not
‘breaking with a non-Nigerian Marxist comrade on the sole

ground of supporting the breakup of a “homeland” —is
- two-fold: First, historically, for Marxists, in Nigeria and -
abroad what is called the national question has not been -

“settled” in the manner of Marxism, that is, settled by his-

tory itself. Second, for many Marxists, there isembedded in
the national question what is known as “national oppres-
sion”. This, for them, exists side-by-side with class oppres--
sion.And, also for many: of them, including those in Nigeria, -
“national oppressmn is noc mferxor” or' subordmate to
-class oppresswn. | |
Infactina glven ‘historical context, they argue nanonal
_oppression” can. become a “dominant” ‘contradiction, -

- -consideration if, in arguing fora “break-up the comrade though - many of them concede nevera “determmant"- |

alsoargues, dxrectly or indirectly; for arevision of a founda-  one.

2 Notlnhg ih lvhat I have said in these stucly notes so far will

and political position on the national question in general
and the question of Nigeria’s unity in particular. And that
position, which I canvass, may be stated, in part, as the strug-

_ gle for: national unity within the struggle for workers
- power, popular democracy and socialism. I must humbly

admit, however, that this position is a “reduced version” of
acomplete statement on the national question.Acomplete
statement must await the resolution of the National Ques-
tion by Marxism globally, because it is a global question. In

- a lighter mood, we may recall Fermat’s Last Theorem in

Number Theory which waited for almost 400 years before

-a'globally acceptable proof emerged only recently!

Two final propositions may be used to summarise and con-

- clude the latter segments of these study notes: One: Al-

though we may speak of fixed pillars for Marxism, history

has shown that the universe of Marxist politics or politics

-informed or inspired by Marxism is very wide and complex.
Two: The Nigerian Left or a substantial Left political forma-
tion when it emerges -1 hope very soon - should begin to
engage secessionist but non-arms-carrying and non-revi-
~sionist Marxist comrades from different regions of the

A counuy in sustained debates on “Marxism, history and pol-

_itics.” In these debates, conducted and engaged as Marxists

~and as comrades, we shall propose that only socialism,
- guided by revolu‘oonary Marxism, as Science and Ideology,
-7- that can finally eliminate the National Questlon not only

- its capitalist forms, but down to its historical roots. Politi-

;-._; cally we shall propose, for this r.ask, a united revolunonary
Marxist force ina united country '

Concluded
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