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A CCORDING to the solid knowl-
A "agt 

madc availablc bY thc re-

searches of arcbeologistg anthropologists'
orc-historians atrd social historians, maa
iived on earth fu morc thao one million
vears in non-mrasitic social ordcrs of var-
'irus finOs. firc taination to parasitism is
there in many human bcings' but it was
cotrtair€d witlda the community by social
orgatrisation, scial morality and collec-
tivi sanctions. During the pas six thou-
sand years, Mver,'the so-calld civili-
zatiois that hm uurred have bcen, ac-

condinq to thc cvidencc, extremely para-

sitic. S-ca[€S civilization has rcstcd on
one or other prasitic thcmc: oppressor
ald qprcsscd, viaor and vanquished,
mastef 

-and 
scilant,' slavc owncr and

slavc. fcudal brd and subjcct peasatrq

landbrd 8d u.trt, usurious lendcr rnd
hetoless borrortr, employrng master and
vaic-carning sanrant grrild master and

aodrentice o] ioumeymaq tax-collecting
airioqat ana trr-payt"S underdog, colo'
niscr and cmise4 imperialist nations
and subieci om, profit-seeking scller and

thc needy colqmer, monopolist and non-
monopp[isq qa.ulator and society, robber
and robbcd,-lcgcnrooy. and mandatory
followcr, cmaander and commanded,
nowerful andoowerlcss, in onc word ex-
'ploiter and qloiEd, or prcdator and

DICY-' fiaeoth sdics'havc shown that it is
*.r 

"nt 
the bcquatitics associated with

wer that ex*in the origin of thc whole
eooch of oai:*itic society' The Ttventieth
Centurv Dictnnary defines'to exploit' as

"to rnaire gai! out of or at the cxpense ol"
nnd 'cxplSit*ino' as'thc ect of usilg for

long No exploitative systeot, howevet, [- I
can go oo eternally. After all, tha love of - i
Uberty, digdty and independence for one-
self is inborn in man. This is why the ep
och of predatory societies is at the same
time the gpoch of rcvolts or revo.lutinns.
As *,ith all other forms of parasitism, cap
italism will pass away. Uke others it will
be bumr up in thc 6rcs of rcvolution.

The socialiss asscrt that when capiaiism
is loac away with, a modern society. car,
be.built that is exploitatiorFfrec. In th€
former Soviet Unioq Eastem EumPe'
Chin& Vierne4, North Korean and Gtba
for instancc, this is the effort being made
by frocdom fight rs" An gxploitation-frec
modem saiery b hdeeil possible a-s a
\,€ry bng-tcrm projcct. After tte over-
tirow of capitalism, the stuggle to rid so-
ciety of all forms of porasitism opeos. It is
boud to bc a long aud compla sruggle.
It will bc nxrrc succsssfirl or less so in this' or that coutry or decade depcnding on
circumstanccs. While this stsugSle for a

complctcly cxploitation-ftee 
- 

society goes

on, in thosc countries and areas where
capitalisn has bccn overthrown by the so-
cialist revolution, human society would
have nadc one migbty leap forward. It
would hrvc rid itself of all forms of slav-
cry. This riddancc bcginsfrom the social-
ist thcsis otr the ownc$hip of.thq produc-

. tifp gfnery gfisociety whf;fiOo geacral- 4
iry bl ffiple do not precisely urfrerstand q -

luit whi& the pitasites do thek'utrost to '
hide, distort and lie about.
.Tok antinued
OProfessor Toyo tcaches economics at
the University of Calabar-
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7lr!lqr
-arc many otners unfi-nown to [tc' II r crrrcr ouyut PUPEN or lo ulllucnr sup€nl- agellIs lllll(gu wlur suluE sslxryrsr$ 4r wrEm wrr-

W Iiff 
t'."#,,ilHi 

#o loo'o"lj::
sion'in hurnan so<rrety, sconer ot later
we must see some uesistance to exploi-
tation, dor:iination t:t opPression. Very
unfu.iunately, not all men and women
are ready to assuE c the risk of resist-

ance to involuntary subordination to

the power of otherri. Some accept 
-this

responsibility, howcver, on behalf of
themselves or others.

iAnd now lct us lirien to some voices

from society. From Athens in ancient
Greece comes the voice of the great

rcholar philosopher, Aristotlc. He cate-

eorised 
-slaves 

intcr two types. Sincc
iristotl. wrote gcleerations of social
ohilosoohers and libcrtarians have criti-
lir"a t,i-, accusing him of being an

apologist for slavery by pretending that

some- human beings werc natural
slaves. The implication they see is that
stavery is :rot objectimnable in all cascs.

I havc read these crir,ics of Aristotle'
Aristotle in this matter has been mis-

understood and maligned, just as the

Italian Machiavelli and the German

Karl,Marx and Frc&rick Engels have

been very often misunderstoo4 dis-
torted and maligned. Aristotle lived
his whole tife in the pre-capitalist slave

society of ancient Alhens. At the time

he lived the slaves outnunrbered the
),. free men in Athens. He had a very am-
: ple opportunity to observe in life and

Free men and slaves A)
belonging to other. Ilere are so-called
lcaders or members of the servile elite
who are not disturbed @ Nigeria's status
as a neocolonial appcndage of Euro-
American impcrialism. this whole lot of

L

not on paper many kinds of slaves and
thcir situations and reactions. All who
have read Aristotle with an historical
mind will agree that he was very kcen
and meticuloui observer of both oafure
a1d furrmxn society and.a superb classifier
of thinp.

What Aristotle actually did was to ob-
serve that slaves fell into trro groups
judged by their attitude to slavery. It-is
the slave\ attitudc ttat Aristotle adopted
here as the principio divisiotts, as thd lo-
gicians would say:

One type comprised slaves who were
apparcntly cot worried by slavcry. They
behaved as if nothing unusual had hap
pened in their lives. They were con-
cerned with ways to go on with their
lives as slaves, pleasing their masters as
best they could. Far from aspiring to be
fice mcn, some of this type would rather
betray the struggles of other slaves to be
free in order to gain favours from their
masters. They bathed happily in the glit-
ters of their sycophancy.

Servility to others scemed quite natural
to them, such slave Aristotle, y[6 him-
self hailed from the class of ftee men,
categorised as 'slaves by nature,'

Aristotle, however, obsesed another
kind of slave. This kind was very un-

ByEskorroyo lffA;,'.'l,I,1ii.T,i:HX""X:?i,H:H f#ffiffi:;':#-r;T:::
happv in sravev no m:qe1:hfr,i*jf [afrH,fffHfml"JlffiIl"; tttxi -Ht',1,^xffiffixHtxim,"t
master w8s' Slaves of 

'htl .{{ ryt J;;;: c"-pr* Gorrmchev- wlth Irmn Fidel castro, Nnamdi Azikiwe, patrice
dreams of heedom- H*"1 [:to-,Yry' ;ir-;:;il*t[" slavery . of capit_alisr Lxmumbs, Sytvanus r{linde, Ho chiplanned or activelv *otkq.l"t t!I:::- il;r#-: If .an. alutt -{ qor ready to Minh, Kim il sung, .{b Nassar, Jutiusvolts,'conspired to assossinarc S:.,t-:T ilffiI#i"*ibility tbr his freedom, but Nyerere, Muemar Gad&fi, Nctson,Man-terg and were, from the pornt ot view of I-.-I._-,'II. .

tbe'free men, stubborn d t;;t "iili;: :^.Yg ,1o.his 
slaverr or behaves 8s if dela' etc.

rm. tni.G"r, .*dp#i"d;*d;: i9$ixc--i" S, Uy $ P"qg in a servilc The nou-capitalitt -*to cannot scq or
sarved not favours U"t ,11 Ji"ri"iofr_ condltion, whg fn find a.language mgry pretend^ not to see $a_ capitalism is a
ishoent or death * * "rr-rl.-iil"tflil. "pt 

for- describing higt thau Aristotle's form of slavery.or whodo not resent this

F;*xtr.r*yJnx|;**;t* ]-p,lru 
ot:"'H,,l",, 

.or coroniar lxt H:,il'{f;,.:",ff:fr1$ffi#lx?t
te sta"*s onty'bt ci*r."fu;:'d;;; dominatior oi -Nigeria, fot instance', oolonialism-as 'par.he5fiip iIr progress'

ruro,tr" tt"t ir [t o*". rti'G'J'u t" q1,pt3 t$e.He]_tert Yaca{9y, Eyo lta, Td :1,.Y no appleciati,g of it as a vari-
*uo *." aear to eristotib, t 

" "arlr"a 
ir,i {kinola.uai4- Nnamdi A4kiyq,_ Aminu etY of slave empire wthh must be dis-

.pirit oi tf,i. f.inA of ri"rii.-- Kano, Obafemi Awoltlwo,-Raji AMallah, :1,*9.:: :tl::__by ftrre.. Nigerians
'Odthty"uo i tun" put Aristotle's lbrahim -Iman, Gambo' Sawaba, Td-.:ll"-t t!g: vto.enjoy made-

remarks and'the *or-"nti of 
-ni;",111"] 

Funmilayo Ransome-l:(uti, Tony Enahoro, in-Europe,. made-in-Amcrica or made-

b"i;;;.1musrs"y ttr"i*itr, tr,"i*po Chief Nyong .E!sicn, Abubakir Zykggi, ij1?." lT9"1T-t" plancs, household

riencelnowhaveof societv-Joeofii. t"tagnui Wiuiams, Nwafor Orizir, Sadgets, guns, etca witholt any.bother
.ijroemi"t G tdiA'ii;ib-*X,iEiril u*i*"t Ekpo, etc., were Aristorelian 3b|1t.f."-I1_!rry..b *qilitv on its.own

Ttfu; if* qGtio, *u"tiii *y."i i"t- free-people bj, iature. The host of servile l: ryg::" any of those lhings are slaves

urally deserves to be a slave oi whether elite Nigerians that the patriots rightly o|"nfl9_r^e-..- ,.,
anyoircsloura u" mr. me [i"i i; th;i ii called '"uncle Toms' were tuisto6ha; .,If Aristotle.did not like slaves by nature,

anyone values his freedod and dipity, slaves by nature. then he was truly a ftee maD"

he should recognise slavery as an indefi- Today in Nigeria there are people who 'To be continued nert wek
nite and fight against it. Every slave be- are undisturbed by their being wage and CProfessor Toyo teachcs economics
comes a slave by the circumstancers of salary employees in private enterprises attheUniversityofCalabar.
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loh t,l,lt,' 
1r Ef us fislen to rr)rc voice thuadaing' l-; {owu.thccor.r$ors of li-story, Hele comd ,
one oI my beloed Ir6toncal tneffi, the grcat pa-
triot and free&m fuhter, Patick Henry. He oird
out 'Is life * dear or peacc so sweet as to be
purchased u 6e pice 6f 6heins and slavery? For-
bid it, Almiglt Godl I know not what course
olhers may che but, as for me, give mc liberty
or give me dcr6." That was the flaming oratoi,
Patrick Henry.oddressing thc first American Con-
gress - I meaa the Revolutionary Congress called
by the thirteer l.Iorth American colonies of Great
Britain. Urgd by free rnen by naare like my
friend, Patrich the Revolutionary Congress de-
clared the ind4eodence of the thirteen colonies in
1776 and ffsisrcd British imperial counter-
revolutiona4r rar ofindependence which ended ia
1783.

What did heick Henry rrean by 'chains and
slavery'? He reant tlre domination, curbs and
bondage of Bdish colonialism. The thirtecn Brit-
isir colonies ad others were held within the world-
market'of Brstish rnercintilism which was the
trading imper,ialism that promoted the and nascent
capiiulisis. A;ilica:t *icd:i !:*i =:f;C ii Prit-
ish plantatiom. American forests served Great
Britain as somes of timber, Arnerican labour -including the Sour of black slaves in America .-

scrved British aboenEe overlords, and axes im.
porcd on Americans witbout their conscnt were
used by British overlods .to entnench and
shengthen their domination and figtt tbe wars
tbat held or expandcd tbcir mercantilirt empire.
To British oycrlirds, rhic was British wcalth, em-
pire, commerce, rovereignty and power. to Amer-
icans who werc the serfs, it was ihains and slav-
ery.

Sooner or later the American.Tfrae-men by nawe
rcbclled, led by ftreedom fightars - Goergi: Wash-
ington, Thomaq Jefferson, Partick Henry, Iames
Madison, Benjarnin Franklin and their 6ec com-
rades,. all my friends. Therc were runy black
slave in America suffering worse chains aid slav-
lry than the colonial bondage against which
George \trashington, etc, rcbelIed. Yet their own
chains and slavery were not spgn.

- 
IIC;:v;;..,!!a cirains ana shvery of the black

slaws could not remain forevcr uiseen. About a
century after the Arcrican revolutionary war, an-
othcr war of liberation erupted in what was aftcr

1783 tbc Unitcd Statcr of America. t*t us listen O
anodrer grDU parioq husanist and ftreedom ficht-
er. AfErmed Abraham Lincoln: 'This oation arF
not exist half slavc, half tee." tt was;;d; thi"
great h]rgatrist slogan aod tbc patriotic slogan,
'"Th Union must be mainaincdj' that Abraf,am
Lilcoln led thc federalist (thc unionist) in thc
American civil war. Lirrcoln was not oolv the hes-
ident of the Unitcd States and a convincid federal-
ist, hc^was also a lea,ting shrmFion of the aboli_
tion of precapitalist slavery. Most of the plantation
owners in the solutbn part of the Unitcd States of
America could not imagine any other way of re.
aining or expanding their wealth except'throush
slave labour. In l8l2 Denmark becan; the fiit
comtry in the world to proclaim tbe abolition of
slavery. The hour fer the abeli:lex cf prEcapltalist
slavery was at hand, but many slave owners in the
U-nited Statcs, mainly but noi entircly in the south
of it, opposed the abolition. The liaders of the
southern states in that coutrtry preferrcd secession
and. the dissolution of the Aiirican federation to

the abolition slavery. Lincoln had to decide to fight
'or not to Eght to mrinlsir thc union and abolish
precapitalist slavcry. AE hisbry h8s it tbe unionis8
ud aboliti@ise wor and ttat victory gavc a big'bmst to liberation struggler in the nioetcenth arid
early tweotieth ceuurier.

Soon after thc victorv of ttc unionists and aboli-
tionists, however, caiiUigm (a mr6;as based
form of industrhl-codrmercial ilavery) developed
rapidly in tte USA. With Olis development the
United States got split itrto elave-owner and slavery
in the new, capitalist, way drat has dominated thc
twentieth.century

Just as the first wars to abolish pre-capitalist slav-
cry were fouglit io San Dminfo (Hditi) and the
U.SA, a little morc than a oentury ago, so the first
wars to abolish capitalist slavery were fought in
Russia in l9l8-20 and in Eastern Europc and
ehina after thc Second Wrtd War. Since slavery
in any form is bound to disappear, ttrc second type
of anti-slave war will continue in spite of wishful
thinking by people like the poesent rulers of Ameri-
ca, fascists like: Hitler, Mobutu and Pinocbet and
.;S3i cLamoicns cf sa.pltrtlq'l and neocolonial plun-
der, no mafter what masks ttrey wear.
.concluded
OProfessor Toyo teaches ecpnomics at the
University of Calabar.
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