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Nigeria, namely Cross River, Akwa
lborn, Edo and Delta States. The
national secretariat is located here in
Calabar.

Our priorities are to assist young girls* to recover their .ouiug. lost in
the process of sexist socialisation>k to assist them to acquire life
management skills for healthy
living

'>F to enable them to achieve their
rights and be visible as agents of
development and positive social
change

't( to empower them to overcome the
many social changes imposed on them
by the patriarchal society we live in.
These chal lenges include: overcoming
the risks of early sexual activity,
teenage pregnancy, Lrnsafe abortion,

sexual ly transmitted infections (STIs),

HIV/AIDS, rape and other forms of
sexual abuse and exploitation, harmful

traditional practices such as female

genital mutilation, bride price, son-

preference, challenges of internal and

external trafficking in girls and forced

prostitution. In summary our primary

objective lies in fostering wellness,

growing-up healthy and enjoyment of

their human sexuality responsibly

tolvards an empowered womanhood'

We run Programmes in our 4 centres

in the 4 states we operate in, as well

as in 50 secondary schools'

We also reach out to Parents'

and generate support for the girls inacting out what they learn to live
healthy lives within tt,. uuiues and
limits they set for themselves.

Through our Gender Development
Institr"rte (GDI) which we run two sets
of training courses in a year for both
women andmen since 1999, we have

NGO representatives ,l am
dccply touched by your support to
GPI in accepti ng our invitation to this
tncmorablc ancl historic occasion of
orrr 7th graduation cercmony.

It is rvirh rnuch delight and
plc.s,rc tlr,t I w,e lc<l,rc you allto this
cvcllt to rvitness and bear testimony
Io tlrc rlutcolnc ol'our struggle to
ensurc that adolcsccnt girls irr Nigeria
rcccive r)cccssilt')/ inlilrrnation and
skills to clainr urrtl enioy,thcir rights to
Ircrr ltln scxturl i11,.

(iirls' l)urvcr Initiativc. Gpl is a
n()rt-t]()\'ct'nt'nclrIal, non-r'cI igious,
n()n-sectrrrian lrnd not-lor-protit
:ttlolescclrt ccltrt'lrtional and
tlevcloprtrent organisatiorr. Since rny

co l lcugrrc. (iracc Osakue. Coordinator

l:tlo urtl l)e lta Statcs Centres of GPI

ru)tl l. crcrttcd (i I'l in 1993, GPI has

rcnl;tirtctl loctrsctl in utilising the

:lpl)r'trltclt tll' Bclldc'r-sensitive,
corllprcltettsive se.rualitf iind human

l'ighrs r'drtctttitltt to t'lllpo\ver girls

lrcttt c'e tt tlte aBcs ol' l0- l8 years in a

,i - r eltt'proBratllllle that provides non-

sc.risr lilb rnanaBenlent and leadership

skills lo the benet'iciaries'

\\'e prov i,Je accurate information

t)n hrtntatr sexuality, sexual and

also been building the capacity of
NGO workers, policy makers,
teachers, media practitioners and other
stakeholders, from a gender
perspective to support issues of
reproductive health and rights and
promote gender equal ity.

Our strength lies in our primary
beneficiaries in the 4 states of over
15,000 in and out of school girls; our
gradr"rates who number over 300 at

both Calabar and Benin centres whom

we are yearly adding to the team of
GPI graduates; our relationship of
mutual trust and support with parents

of GPI girls as well as with school

management and functionaries who

embrace GPI programmes, PolicY

makers, and media friends our

committed and resourceful staff and

other friends in the societY.

Perhaps, oLlr strongest point is our

faith in the positive development of

our girls and Youths in general, if
proper Iv gu Ided rather than waiting to
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Nigeria, namely Cross Riveq Akwa
Iborn, Edo and Delta States. The
national secretariat is located here in
Calabar.

Our priorities are to assist young girls* to recover their .ouiug. lost in
the process of sexist socialisation{< to assist them to acquire life
management skills for healthy
living

'l. to enable them to achieve their
rights and be visible as agents of
development and positive social
change

{( to empower them to overcome the
many social changes imposed on them
by the patriarchal society we live in.
These chal lenges include: overcoming
the ris ks of early sexual activity,
teenage pregnancy, Llt'lsafe abortion,

sexually transmitted infections (STIs),

HIV/AIDS, rape and other forms of
sexual abuse and exploitation, harmful

traditional practices such as female

genital mutilation, bride price, son-

preference, challenges of internal and

external trafficking in girls and forced

prostitution. In summary our primary

objective lies in fostering wellness,

growing-up healthy and enjoyment of

their human sexuality responsibly

towards an empowered womanhood'

We run Programmes in our 4 centres

in the 4 states we oPerate in, as well

as in 50 secondary schools'

We also reach out to Parents'

and generate support for the girls inacting out what they learn to live
healthy lives within ihe values and
limits they set for themselves.

Through our Gender Development
Institute (GDI) which we run two sets
of training courses in a year for both
women and men since 1999, we have

deeply to
NGO representatives, I am

CPI in
uched by your support to

accepting our invitation to this
memorable and historic occasion of
our 7th graduation ceremony.

Ir is witlr nruch delight and
plcasurc that I lvelcorne you all to this
cvcnt to witness and bear testimony
to thc outcome ol' our struggle to
ensurc that adolcscerrt girls in Nigeria
re ce ivc ne ce ssilt'y inlbrrnation and
skills to claim and enjoy tlreir rights to
IrcaIthv sexuaIity.

(iirls" l)orvcr Irritiative. Gpl is a
n()t) - g()\'ct'nnlc rrta l, notl-reI igi ous,
n()r)-sectlrrialr and not-lor-profit
Ittlolesccrrt ccluc:atiorlAl and
clevcloprtte'nl organisation. Since my

col lclrguc. Grace Osakue, Coordinator

l:do and De lta States Centres of GPI

rrrtd l. crcnled (il'l in 1993, GPI has

rc n'lrl i nc'd lbc used irr ut i I is ing the

ilppl'11;11:h ol' gellder-sensitive,
cr)rllprcltensive se.xual ity and human

rights educaliott to enlpower girls

[rc'l\\,een the ages ol' I 0- l 8 years in a

-l - \'ear progrartlnle that provides non-

sexist litb nrarlagement and leadership

skills to the beneficiaries'

also been building the capacity of
NGO workers, policy makers,
teachers, media practitioners and other
stakeholders, from a gender
perspective to support issues of
reproductive health and rights and
promote gender equal ity.

Our strength lies in our p.rirBary

beneficiaries in the 4 states of over
15,000 in and out of school girls; our
gradurates who number over 300 at

both Calabar and Benin centres whom r

we are yearly adding to the team of
GPI graduates; our relationship of
mutual trust and support with parents

of GPI girls as well as with school

management and functionaries who

embrace GPI programmes, PolicY

makers, and media friends our

committed and resourceful staff and

other friends in the societY.

\\'e pro \ I dc accurate I n formation

Perhaps, our strongest Point is our

faith in the positive development of

our girls and Youths in general, if
properly guided rather than waiting to

solve problems. We have found out

in our g Years of existence thatt) I'l h u nt ll n S L' .\ u a I t v S e x u a I a n dt

rcproduc I I \' e hea I th and nghts We
educating girls from puberty as they

are growing ,P, in gender-sensitive'

,o*pt.hensive sexualitY and human

righis education will empower them

not only to go through adolescence

into adulthood with minimal crisis and

t) llbr counse I l I ng and referral serv Ices
I

and protect of ard Ian S teacherS and the pub tc

lirr the Promot Ion Ion gu ,
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to stol in schoo[ to qchiei,e
hllher educationq[ [elels
towqrds empow eyed

pp ln C,b out of AS Sert Ive and focu edSChoo rbr ado l escqnt
S ) eVen n the Irpregnancv but acad em I c cho ceS They h bI t a s() em powers th dea

ave eenem to w I th he I ped to take on I eadersh Ic Ir il e n gc S I'r o m fo d
p ro eS and
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cholce'of belng good
professionqfs in cqrirrs thel
choose qnd stitt 6e good wilel

V o e n c e e v S a re ac c u rate
S e x u:t tv

,I 'h
S waY' they are ab e to I n fo rfflat th th dI on w e r peerS I rectlv:l rl I C I,l I :I 1c opt o t1 S and t't'l ake the rt gh t n the r comm it d thro gh TYun eS an u

c lr ( ) ees t't C Itu C r1I t't (,
l--' c I rc LIms tances rad o and th G P I l The neWS etter ey

I I c ) t hc rc lir t'c S Iand o LI t as tllode l a I so acq u I re pub I Ic Speaki ski I I andnot) S

\ ( )(' il (' h;l n (i C a (, crl ts deve I op pOS I t VC changeS I n attitudCS
( ) u t' t I t d d b ls r :l cg cs rt il ss u nl p ton s a n &n e I e fs Thev ca t'l equa v now
rlttlcontcs chal lenge gender discrimination and
( )rrt ttutilt slratcg,y has re:rnaincd our prejudices and reject and resist NoGPIgirl hasbecomepregnant,

\\r('kll ctlttcutiotttl scssions rvitlr thc harnrtul traditional practices such as face the risk of unsafe abortion nor

:tirls. ( )trr rrssurrrlllirlns irr rclrtion lo FGM as well as sexist gender roles. . has any been diagnosed to be HlV-
tlris str:rtcgy havc becn that:
* l)rrrclrls and g,uardians rvould

;r[)pr'()\,r ol GI'}l activities and

l)crnrit thcir daughters and rvards

Io lttlcrltl tlic lcssr-ltts.
+ ( iirls ncctl "girls onl\"' salb space

ruttl iltlirnttatiotl that are usetul. lirll

ol'littt activitics that rvould endure

lt .i -\'cilr pr()grilnlnle.
+ I lrirr rrpplt ing gcnder-setrsitive and

itrlcnlctivc' and participatory
Itrclhodtrlttgie s rtould induce girls

111 [rrcck their silence. overcome

slt\ ttc'ss and oPen uP to share and

leant ne\v things'
+ l'lrirt it lloll'lormal educational

apProach of sexualitY education

uould itlterest girls to remain in

J'he girls can defend their peers against

exploitatiorr and speak out on their
behalf. They seek out and encourage,

and brirrg non-GPI girls who a,

victims of STIs and sexual viole

to G PI tbr c0:-tnsel I i,rg and

infbrmation.

positive in our nine years of regular

lessons to the girls. Some who were 
,

sexually active, make a choice to 
]

abstain after receiving GPI lessons. 
]

Many have stopped relationships 
]

premised on sexual exploitation. Our

graduates seek and Pursue male-

domi nated profess i ons.

We certainly have created a mass

of gender-sensitive'healthy adolescent

girls and young women who know

their rights and who act as catalysts

of change in their communities; girls

who will have a Place in Nigerian

history as positive change agents and

social transformati on of our patriarchal

culture. Our girls and graduates hlve

chosen to PostPone mariage to staY

in school to achieve higher educational
'levels towards empowered

womanhood. TheY understand that

irr.ytrluu. a choice of 'being good

pttruttionals in careers they choose

lnd still be good wives and mothers'

6hnl share qccurqte
inlor*atiorr with their Peers
di,rect\ in their comrnunitles

and thiough Or0, radio and

the GPtl news[atter' dihnl
also acqulre Pubtic sPeaking

skitts snd de'oetoP Positire

changcs in attitudes qnd

be[iefs. 6hnl cqn equattl

t hc Prtt$l';l lll lllc''

$ 'l lrirt GPI intormation ls

trlrtslbnllalir e and can be used by

girls ro ntuht inlbrnred choiccs and

Edtr$rlise and claim their rights to

now ch a[f en ge 0ender
dlscrirnirration qnd Prei udices

and wi ect and resist ha rmfut

trqditionq[ P
ractices such 4s

5G9( os u,s[[ os
tln :c' \ u.l I IT

\\ r.' l).t \c SCCII gr rl S I n gen
I

1l ll \ c.ll \.
.lu r,'l

Iul re the ab I iry to
der ro[es.

se#ist
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pase 7) G i flS
Sexuality eOucation: To be or hotto be?

, right to hea[h
health, reproductive health, sexual
behaviour, issues of violence againstgirls and women. Sexuality is an
ynopnt part of who a person is as
female or male, including how one
feels about one,s body uni hor. one
expresses oneself. Sexuality is a
natural process and an integral part of
being human.

Sexuality education, therefore, is
consciously planned as an all
embraci ng teaching about biological,
psychological, socio-cultural and
spiritual aspects of peoples' lives.
Thus, knowledge of human sexuality
is important to enable young people in
prticular to develop skills and positive
attitudes that will help them make
responsible choices for healthy living
because sexuality addresses the
pleasures and joys of human life as

well as the fears and undesirable
challenges such as gender-based
violence, sexually transmitted
i nfections, incl uding HIV/AIDS.

Before the adoption of the
comprehensive sexuality education,

population education and family life

y sexuality
Exactly a year ogo, in this same hall,on August 3, z}O}when we had our6th graduation ceremony, in my
address at that occasion, I informed
qarticipants that the Federal
Government of Nigeria, througt, tt e
Federal Ministry of Educat[n in
collaboration with the Nigerian
Ed ucational Research and
Development Council (NERDC) had
approved the National Sexuality
Education Curriculum foruppu
primary; junior and senior secondary
schools and tertiary institutions, on
August l7 ,2001 .

Th is step by the Federal
Government was the culmination of a
long process that started in l glb with
very wide consultations involving

q t ,
t S 6 q S e d o n t h

knowfe dge
e

thqt sexuqtit1 a

IS
not j ust ssxuqt qctiTit1 6
th

utqt o

tt encornPOSSCS humon
0rowth qn d deTC toPme n t
moti

i

e olls. rzIqtion$ a

tP frcn
b

t
trth to death wruqI hcoltht

re,productiTE heoIrh scIuqIt

behqrioun issucs of {olence
agoinst 6irls qnd women.

education were found to be limited
with little in their content to guide
young people in their growing_up
years to develop healthy approach to
their lives.

It is therefore, totally inesponsible

NGOs, religious leaders, schools
system functionaries, etc. It was
based on the conviction that

and very incomprehensible for any

informed person or persons to

I comprehensive sexuality education
would assist adolescents to face up

to tough challenges of working hard

to do well in school, resisting negative

peer pressure, making responsible and

informed decisions about sexual

activity and sexuality to enable them

to achieve their set goals in life as

responsible c itizens, resisting
experimenting on alcohol and drugs,

resisting risks of sexual abuse and

exploitation, develoPing oPen and

responsi ble inter-personal relationship

all of which are related to their

sexurlitY.
It is based on the knowledge that

sexuality is notjust scxtr'al activity htt

thar it encomPasses human growth

snd devetoPment, emotions'

rcldonship frorn biilh odeattu sexual

backslide from the pressure of a few

selfish sectarian uninformed bigots to

deny Nigerian children oftheir rights

to comprehensive sexuality education

that has been shown to be in the best

interest of their development. The

drama that is presently unfolding is

cWL certaintl hmrc crcated

a moss "f yn{er-scnsitirrc
heatt\ adolescent 6ir[s snd

touno women who know

their rights and who oct as

cotoflsts ,f change in their

com;unitics: glrls who wit[

hm,c a plece ln cl\lgerton

htstorl os Posltlrr chenY

ogsnts and soclo[ tmnsfgr;

riotto, ,f our Patriorrfro[

similar to the two weeks of informal

negotiations in Cairo in 1994 over the

phraseology of "Fertility regulation"

which resulted in the consensus of

"Regul ation of feft i I ity."

Now to the celebranb'the GPI Tth

sot of graduates

On behalf of management and staffl

of Girls' Power Initiative, I sincerely

congratulate You all who are

graduatingtoday from GPl. Consider

younelfas achievers as yotl well know

that up to halfofyou in the final year

did not graduate today. Our criteria

cuI (Cutlnucd on P$a)

I
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graduate
n uence others around you to docan com fortab I v uS e th Ifyou SCI l cement donate Some toe same a

I n formation we C,
b vA fo h h I th US fyou SC I I timber, d ater er ea v What yor[J have Ieamed

, on some to
devc opment and f ln GPI must us Ifyou deal th fi aterialpu rSu I t o the goaI not be n the et Yo

w roo n ob m S,

She has lo
c oS u must share dset r herSe If to become t h

onate S o m e to u S I f vo u S ean I w erever vou go I w Sh you Iuckcmpowered and cr tica I lv conSc fe d
compute rS don ate S om e fo r th eouS n vour I an AS members fGAA

)

wom o eco k I Ian from t da I
nom Ic S I S tra I n I ng we gr VC theo Y, you st carry pnvl Ieges

To th IS cnd vou can on Iv quaI fy f ti ed b
(}b I r I S , etc S up po rt S n o t o n v, I o con nu Support v GPI AS you

bv be I ng reS pon S I b d nd
financ Ial You can endow our TVe S en ou S an expa vou know Iedge through your

rcBu I ar to be part of a I the top ti ti GAA C d
educational programffie, rad o drama,I CS In ac V ES n oNS I er vourse If

t hc cu rnc U U ITI d SC LI S Sed from vear a S p art o f th e c r I t I fo
career deve Iopmen t tour for the gr rls,

I c a maS S r
()nc to grad uat l on I r1 vear 3 You a SO ach Ievlnob gender and soc I aI J usti

news etter pubI Ication , etcce
hit vc to sat l S ly the cr ten a of S oc a Apprecration a GPI has done much

I wou Id aI So I tke to thank ou r
t SO

t1 tcrvcnt l ()n and comm LI n I ty S e rv ce I n 9 years that our comm itment alone med Ia friendS who have rema ned

Itr r u S to bc S U re that zl S voLI (}bo I nto cou Id not have made aI these posslble. faithfu I to our caUSe and Support ve

t lrc S0c I cty vou w l ve bv exaffl p I e We a re ob rate fu I to th e Ford I n report I n ob and S p read I n ob G P I

lllcu
not

ca tcd by G I) a t1d that vou w I I I F o un d at o n the Inte rnat ona I Information.
)

bc subjected to gender Women's Health Coalition, the Some deserve special mention.

discrirninatiort without lighting back.

Wc wattt itlso to bc cefiain that J-oLl

Itavc cstabl ishcd ltttttual ly respecttirl

c()rnnlunicatitlrt rvith yoLlr parents.,

l'r'icrtds altcl yottr general social

rretwork. Abovc ttll, that yoLl will be a

gtxld iuttbassador of GPI, sollleone

wlto will not be overrvltelrned bY

MacArthur Foundation, NOVIB .r 'rd They are Increase Abasiubong, Kunle

Equrality Now for their material ,i.l Johnson, RoseOjlji, Vitalis Ugoh,Jude

financial assistance to enable us to Okwe and Vivian Edet. Of course,

carry out our activities from year to much credit and thanks go to the GPI

year withont stress . family - the GPI staff. I would like

h ll L' ngcs and n1 I xed 111 eSS ages that

On this occasion, I would like to you all to join me in acknowledging

throw the challenge to the Nigerian the relentless efforts of our staff in

government and Nigerian people in mouldingthe GPI girls to graduation.

Cross River State, in particulaq in the There are many other strong
C

private and public sectors who stand

io benefit from the Products of GPI'

that theY should support the

organisation to be sustained, ifextemal

collaborators have done so much to

supporters of GPI too numerous to

mention all bY name.

However, the one I cannot but

mention bY name is our media

consultant, mY comrade - the onlY

I lrc SvS te nl gene ra tc S to co t1 fuS e the

II () o IICS we I n c P I have p ayed
)' () u
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()
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womanhood witlt I n Ima Stress u pu
onstrated
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ll tltl respons I b I I t I CS to gu e you
d ghters vour Ieaders

vouthS vour au thank you al I for your presence even

he NS b I I tv that you ,
t be

ll t)w havc t reSpo f t o rrow we d e S e rve o
knew have Invlted you

k r fe a o o m when you we
rse If t o ma e vou

upported and uraged by our own th todaYt)w c yo u
S

enco
not ly to ce I ebrate wl us
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