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Unpopular Essays
BASSEY EI(PO BASSEY

TIIIS column ls not iust startlng, i1 ha3 l'een her6 before' In the

-onttrs o.eceeoins November i9t5, t nad'an erciting time b)' the aScncy-ot

tUr 
"ot,i-n, 

chaitenglng notions and ideas thst bad always beelr taken lor

!ont.a.-Ii.i,. tt at five- Iong acquired the pmtectivo garbs of saciledge'

The brcak ? lt could onty be expla,lned in terms of my nomadic lncli'
.nations. But that i3 not imponlnt

I found upon rctum' that Calabar has not chong-ed' It ls stlll the

dirlinp r6ort whicb on account o[ it's grave-yard peaceltulne,ss.-continues to
tr;il;iil;;rr -t*"eller. Fronomlc activltier tele a diYs at 3.3o p'm' I have

l-"iiii iii ra"ii.li ;hose HousE BOYS anrouncdd to me were taking their

siesta and so could not be DISTURBED,

By the way, I have discovered, most to my

happiness' that they havc done very well for them-

selves, Or how do you explain the siesta, or the

parade of housc boYs, maids and so on?

I have also found the Finally' my home-

t"*'^r"i*.tlt, ".w 
..' coming has enabled me

ir"tii*. 
-g"L"t" 

i a" renew mv acquiantance

,oi""'i""" 
- -.*inor. with a writer I have cn-

:ilr:- ri il:r** i:',:'",'"HHJ,i,#1
hansing ovgr me' r rlEY€

il:ilil"',il i; columnist' Jeh.udo oke'

;,""#;";il;";; In"?,oT ;[!J :i:1
uni.vcrsrtY campus wrtrr

mnfidenc€. The univer' agree'

sity has brought all Over time' I have

sorts of interesting peo- searched,my mind for

pt" in,o tt. to*n, what might be thc un'

Glad To Be Back

Quite true, as a riP-
off. the schooh Produ-
ced educrted men, but
whrt war t[e value of
this educatlon?'

' tri ttre main, the
schools were supPosed

to supply man-power: to

thc junior civil service,

and later, to create a

narrow elite to replace

the colonialists at inde-
pcndence. Today, aPart

from standing solidlY in
the way of change,

those so-elled educated
people posses thc sole

value of being capable
of speaking English.

When theY comPlain
that the strandard of
education is falling'
what they reallY mean
is that present day stu-
denrs sieak less Eng'
lish.

wife; gets elected into
offices of thc town's
clubs, never uses a
swear word......a real
pillar oi society.

It was thereforc in
character that when
Jenudo Oke last wrote,
his subject was the
church. Hc was calling
for purity, pleading that
the church's finances be
put to proper use. But
thc article did not staft
on that pious note.
There was this thing
about what the church
has done for Nigeda.

"The churchmen,"
whom he described as

the "truc witnesses of
Christ," in the Past,

"served as social weL

fare offlcers, in village
farms, plantations and
fought for social justice

in ail fronts."

Hc had earlier claim-
ed that "Of all the
secondarv schools and
teaoher tiaining colleges
established in thc sou.
thern Dart of the coun-
trv between 1859 and
t930, only three of
thcm were government
schools, while 22 were
churchowned.

Of course, I do not
acree with the abovc.
Tlis damnable distinc'

The fact about colo.
nialism was exploita-
tion. Thc church, the
sovernment. the educa-
ional svstem were all
cultural'and legal agen-
cics for exploitation. If
by historical antecedent,
it was discovered that
the church wrs more
thorough and efficient
in thc busines of pre-
paring the natives'
minds to accept depen-
dence as natural, it was
only logical that educa-
tion be left in their
hands.

-

"IF bv historical antecedent, it was estab-
tistred" that the church was mone thorough
and efficient in preparing the natives'
minds to accept dependence as natural, lt
was bnly logi6al thht education be left in- - their hands."

For our purpos€, it ls To this point and

llf#f:,f'*iT"o'H othcrs, we shall return

more"fuictional to the again and again. For

i'lfl,tr"fi,il"*i|"[lt now. I am glad to be

hre ot our mcle8i back'

"FINALLY, my home'coming has enabled

,. ,an.to my acquiantance with a writer I
i""" .niov.a reading so much' Sunilay

Ct roni"f*" 
"olumnist, 

Jenudo Oke is a flne
- 

*"it* with whom I harrlly ever agree.''

Thcre are academic'
sood and Poor' but
"more imPortant, there
arr a [rouD of PerceP-
tive st-udeirts who will
ask ouesdons and dc-
monsirate, not only over
their campus affairs,
but also over thlngs
that affect us outside'

If vou travel to the
campis, you cannot
icnorc the women' lltlle
dirls who, having heard
io much about how the
"acada" is suPPosed to
'arrv on. are busY try'
ins to act an uncomfor'
ta6le (and amusing)
part.

The vagaries of lifo
have blown mc hither

and thither. In the Pro'
cess, I have met all

sorts of people, but the

uniycrsitY tYPe, I shall

never tire of meeting.

So, to the camPus I
shall return again and

again for both insPira'
ti9ll,,4nd i{gas YtQ!,
rihiiti to dti'ihto, battle
in this column.

derlying
constant

cause of out
disagreement,

I put it down to some
fundamental differcnce
ln tempcraments. And'
I assure vou' this has

nothing t6 do with age.

It is iust that we oPeratc
from Yery different
theoretical Positions.

I woulil however raY

thlr lor the guY, he ls a

perfect Sentleman. I
recall once havlng to
take out a full Page ln
the... CHRO1rIICLE to
call lrlm nam's lor rn
unrharltable commetrt

he made about a fontrer
teecher 'of ' mlne. He

"replied" with dlgnlfied
dlence!

I have never mst him,

but he sounds to me

like thc likelY lad who

has remained. IoYal to

hrs upbringing. You

know, the good church

member who saYs his

pr6yenl, pays his tithe'
does his caster dutY and
stays at home with the

iext. li is not enough to
mmolain that the go'
,ernment left the busi'
ness of education large'
lv in mision hands, it
id imnortant to 8o fur'
ther ind ask: what go'
vernment ?

What was thc socio'
economic formation of
our societv at the ti,me
and what-,was the go-
vernment's role and
position in that foma-
tion?

tion between govern'
ment and mission is
oossiblc onlY if we re'
inove that era from its
correct historical con-

Patching
THE &tsrloratlon of

of ftance Isael at Brussslr
ItL losls de

betw€en Economlc has been

r:'


