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definition of some of the terms in

4 the title of this paper which

comncides with the theme we have chosen for
this event.

Poverty: This refers to the condition of
being without .the necessary resources
(money, land, property and modern
possession etc.) To sustain a minimally
acceptable standard of living. This is
sometimes measured by the ability of a single
women to provide her family with a decent
supply of food, clothing, health care and
education. Thus poverty describes a state
of existing with possessions too little to
sustain a good quality and healthy life. Itis
a state of being 1n an inferior state of existence
and having very little income to buy basic
needs or basic necessities of life. It describes
a situation where a citizen receives little or
no benefit from the state, a situation where
levies and taxes continue to increase while
income remains low; a situation where basic
education and healthcare are not affordable
by majority. A situation of powerless ness,
low status and disrespect when compared
with others of the same age, race, sex or
ethnicity. In short a poor person is a
dehumanized person.

Poverty is often accompanied by
unemployment, malnutrition, limited access
to services, illiteracy, poor health, low status
and exposure to environmental hazards.
Majority of poor people are girls and women
who themselves are people's possessions,
property anq thus are not expected to own
much property.

Globalisation: Simply put, this refers
to the movement of economic activities (like
production, manufacturing distributiqn as
well as trade and investment)across national
boundaries. Globalization is the movement
of goods, 1deas, information, services,
cultural and economic activities across the
political boundaries of countries/states. It
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also refers 1o growing openness of national
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economies to economic activities by
companies from other countries/states. This
aspect 1s referred to as trade liberalization.
It result sin greater interdependence between
different national economics. It results in
so-called harmonization of what is produced,
exported and imported within a nation as
demandgd and prescribed by the international
economy, hence the phrase "integration into
the global economy" or "Global village". State
funds are then appropriated and public
enterprises are stolen in the name of
privatization by those in power to present
companies or act as agents of multinational
corporations in the promise of higher profits
and 1n response to competition in the so-
called global market.

Health: Isa state of complete physical,
mental, and social well-being and not merely
the absence of disease or infirmity. Health
therefore requires good basic/balanced
nutrition, protection from violence and
reduction of occupational and environmental
hazards throughout one's life-span.

Let us ponder a little over these
definitions and ask ourselves where women
fit and why? ,

Globalization is not a new phenomenon.
It is considered to date back over to the 15th
century during the colonial periods. It
represents the growth and expansion of
capitalism into new territories. There has
been attempts to globalise eCconoImies across
the world but this has been uneven. Such

" attempts sometimes get retracted in the

interest of national development. Thus
globalisation has happened unevenly in cycles
for over four centuries. It is the result of
policy decisions by developed economies i'n
relation to the needs of international economic
institutions that serve such economics at the

expense of developing couptrigs. :
The content of globalisation theretore

" include the fact that:
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More and more decisions taken by
government, companies, and even labour
unions are influenced by events happening |
elsewhere in the world,

| * That the way products are made,
distributed and used; is organised not by the
local policies but on global level;

* That more and more individuals,
companies, government and social, political
and cultural groups are cultivating economic,
political and social relationship at
international level.

* That states are developing more
cooperative relationships with their
neighbours (or "economic blocs") in order to
strengthen their economic position within
the world economy e.g ECOWAS.

Those who support and stand to benefit
from globalization include:

- Government of industnalized countries
because their economies are strong, their
currency is strong and international
acceptable and exchangeable and therefore
they can withstand global competition.

- Multinational corporations MNCs

- World trade organisations

- International financial institutions
(IFLs)

Polices that promote globalisation

Success of globalization is premised on;

- Privatisation {

- Deregulation

- Trade and financial liberation.

Privatisation

This involves the sale of public assets
such as companies and land to the private
sector. It involves the withdrawal of the
state from certain social welfare and economic
activities such as health, power,
communication etc in favour of the private
sector. Privatization also involves the state
subcontracting some of its services that 18
performed to meet the needs of citizens, 10

private companies. -

(Contd. on page 7)
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when tariffs are reduced or abolished on
imported goods. Hence imported goods
become cheaper by default and domestic
This refers to the abolition of reformof 1ndustries are threatened and poverty
measures that dictate how companies and ~ d¢€pens. Thus intemational companies stand

markets can operate. Thus governments are . (© benefit through this policy in the "open"
pressured into:

of United states and Europe, they
constituted WTO in 1995. This is the so-
called World Trade organization which the
industrialized countries use to force the third
world countries to continue the

implementation of SAPs. The major
or "free" market and the prices of their goods ~ components in the SAPs include.
a) removing subsidies on services and areusually above the level of income of most

Deregulation.

- Currency devaluation
goods which the government used to provide ~ Citizens. Trading across political boundaries - Cutting back state expenditure on social
at little or no cost: therefore benefit the MNCs. Financial ~servicese.g health, education transportation
b) removing price controls suchas those  LiPeralization is then the measure introduced ~ €t. 0

on staple foods and therefore allowing 0 makeiteasy for exportof money from the 4iPaverly iiigyiation
private companies to set their own prices Markets across national boundaries so that - Debt Servicing |
which are usually higher for them to make  nVestors are free to move their profits when - Recruitment of Foreign experts even
profit: they want and to where they want. where nauonalsDar € bletter Qualified

- c)ﬁ removing regulations and rules that SARE-and Glebalisation wher g: r; enfcyfb ev: t\;:;ttlon sells for N'70
impose control on private companies on such Abauithecarly 1 980e (1380 m Migesie) Sostabe ! b sl

R : ”» the IFIs (Bretton Woods Institutions) for ~and above, used tocost N5 in the early 1980s
areas as mnimum wage, working conditions, . : isati d oreven 3 for N10.00. Now most people
hitd : - e increasing the pace of globalisation an
SNESNIE S i e : e liberalization in the developing countries cannot afford to buy bread. A carton ‘of
labour markets in the interest of private S 1o Der S o ittty . el nhil containi'ng 144 ti_ns weed to cHl
sector; . ’ : dorofits  The mechanisms devised to do this was N18.00. now one tin of milk 1s.N4.5.20 Thus
| d) Reducing taxes on income an _PTO structural adjustment policies - SAPS, aset  One effect qf currency devaluatlop 1s ecres;se
in order to free mopey that compames.can of polisids dekignsa by.the IMF nd World of_the buymg power of most c':mzens. et
PP B SIS RGBS TSI St s Bank. Governments in the development thisdestruction of the country's Clgf;m)t/}ib
Thus through deregulation, govermner}ts countries, get lured by the promise of access ~ OnNe of Fhe key_ REPERES TORHR G y the
become weaker and less able to meet the socio- to loans to help them meet their development ~ International Financial institutions IFLs
gooals and to service their debts. Rather than ~ (Bretoon Woods Institutions) IMF and
these so-called expectations of development World Bank Wheq the va¥u6 Qf the naira is
d growth, we are all living witnesses to the less as it 1s now, the 1mmed1at‘e impact is that
it dgr;). aused by SAPS. Our national basisneeds like medi(?ines, food and books
gy lplsl:s e frgm excha;nge of Nl1to$4 1.e. healthcare education and genera.l we}l-
fm); we ire now of more than N100 to  being of people become too expensive for

jonty of citizens. Y have the slogan
r nati majority of citizens. Yet, we have't
s and the aboliti USA $1. Our national currency has thus . e
reduction of import tarifls A suffered destabilization as a result of SAPs of Poverty Alleviation. Almost every women

: { impact of price hikes.
of quotas on imports. Import tariffsaretaxes o oo jegmction of our economy through ~ has suffered the HI?;S)Z: 3 pr W ﬂ
- oods that are imported intoa . ing of all kindsof toxic ~ Cutting Back State Expenciture
imposed on goods doiob e inflation and dumping o : [FLs require ¢ devaluation which
country. Th.ls tan.ffs usuall;/ods ere goods and wastes. Therg hasbeen mcr.aase.adl;l et abowquuut inﬂe amtilomnlc. ’ e Ginie o
increase the prices of imported goodsn thm dse“ environmental degradation and redl}lftwfihe they require governments to carry out
to make them more expensive than tho quality of life for many, among whom e < to counter inflation. The aim of |
produced within the country (domestically majority are women and girls. These SAPs "anoglti ax- Iinﬂm ation programmes is reduce the
produced goods). This is the most effectlve are applied in all the develogmg wuqmt‘;ls.. demand for a range of goods and services
way for a government to assist 1n the so for us in Nigeria and our neighbours in the. and this is done by reducing the number of
development of domestic industres and other developing countries, what we have 1s public employees through retrenchments and
hence in the growth of national CCQONYY. "Globalization of Poverty". We now have P ducing or removing government
The situation in Nigeria 1s that more and more insecure livelihoods W.lth O o sonial orls Tk sl
msportatioxi is controlled by the private women bearing the heavier burden of meeting gv:cation, food subsidies, transportation etc.
sector whodetermine the cost. With constant the basic nutritional needs of their fmhw. Thus cynically, by retrenchment Hearus
fuel shortages, transport costs w“ﬁ“‘:)f To sustain this state of degradation and oot siizens most of whom are
does prices of goods in the third world in order to ensure
skyrocket and so . poverty

: : Contd. on page 8) “
| produced in the country. Thisis happening ;. 1.er profits for the development economies g , ;

economic needs of its citizens while private
sectors becomes stronger and the working
people majority of whom are women become
poorer and less able to afford the high costs
of basic needs.

Trade and financial liberalization
Trade liberalization involves the
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women can no longer afford or have access
to such goods and services that were
previously subsidized and so and so their
demand for such become reduced. If trade
unions protest, they are outlawed or arrested
and detained to satisfy the IFLs.

Furthermore, another demand by IFLs
for government to reduce the amount of
money it spends. So government raises funds
through taxation ofits citizens among others
and is not allowed to spend to build roads,
schools, hospitals, provide potable water etc.
In order to continue to obtain loans from the
IFLs, our governments obey these demands
even as it is at the expense of the health,
education and general well-being of its
citizens.

Conclusion: In Nigeria as in most of
the countries in sub-Saharan Africa, women
are those that take care of home, providing
water; buying, cooking and serving food and
taking care of sick family members. Thus
globalisation and poverty, further exploit
women's labour when government cuts back
on water supply healthcare and education.

causes sustained and enhanced by

Globalisation and women's health

As can be seen, SAPs shift cost of human
reproduction from public or government
responsibility to the private sphere, the home
where women become the targets of
exploitation. So women are expected to
shoulder the responsibility of the rising cost
of food, healthcare and education costs as
well as stretching their energy to make ends
meet with less and less resources. Itisclear
therefore that poverty and globalisation has
greater devastating impact on girls and
women in Nigeria than on men; hence the
popular slogan "Feminization of Poverty".

For most women, globalization has
meant increased marginalisation, less access
to productive resources like land,
employment, water, equipments and
infrastructure and also less access to
reproductive resources such s available and
affordable good quality healthcare, food and
medicine. Thus globalization for majority of
Nigerian women means poverty.

Finally, what can be said to be true is
that globalization isNOT Fixed; It is NOT
a given and 1t 1s NOT IMMUTABLE; It is
NOT inevitable; It 1s NOT a new
phenomenon. It1s NOT Dnven by abstract

114K you.

market forces.

Rather: Globalization is:

-Driven by profit for MNCs, USA and
European economies and their allies in the
Njgenian ruling class.

- Driven by corporate/business
strategies '

- Promoted by manipulations, political
interventions to.install who agrees to play
ball at the expense of the lives of citizens and
promoted by negotiations that are gender-
blind to the plights of women and the poor.

-Imbalanced in its impact in terms of who
gains and who loses. Women lose most, the
ruling class and their commuission agents gain
through privatisation.

- Uneven in geographical spread It
benefits the industnalised countries and the
third world loses.

- 1t develops and sustain polanzation of
the haves and have-nots between countries
and within countries, between male and
female, between employer and employees.

- 1t 1S unsustainable and unstable. Its
demise can be accelerated by the losers who

form the majority of women and poormm?




