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955 'to ',,196i,;'r',.4a'rut,ed:,6,g9l,i6n intdnsive'r/ictuali- res,u,ar.rii
PranEY, lqit-Ete throuEhout ,thre won,ld',whrieh resUilted in a

,> n I ".: 't'h e

'.': - sQpcei;n-blmong thotisancls of politically ccnscious
the dangers of creeping fascism" It seems that t
9f,,.,1tili,tArY r0icL.atogship mounted by NiQerians'have,',rrade Nigerians
mcre keenly alert to violations of democratic rights" Sirice

,-.,197'9,r, rhowev.'err,' not 'p:n1y hts S" 'G" Ikoku and Shehrl shagari ca1led
,i,,S9r1.fl .gorcalled all-party governrnent, that is, ;a-g6vernment

without opposition in a neo-co1oni.r1xr:semi-f eudal and capitalisL
worrd cominatcd by imperiaLists, ,randlords ino capitalists, buLt.:-...t 

. i:.i . ' - 
' l]--t

;:Iso there has been heard an advocacy of skai?6g:-fgrward one-
party state wii:hout the rkoku - shagari euphemisrns,
', t,,,' ',-. l- :..:,1 1'. '.:

In point of fact, as I inted out in P J te an
,: : L'-f(evo lu t 1 ON ough aunted as a

abso Iuti sms, yet
the.'F:itrg,l .Fepub]",ic in Nigeria,only concealed :a-rcore of actual
ab$o,l!r'tis,rn wi.t,trin a:rsemblance of democracy" I drew attention
'to. lfhe fact thaL the Federal GovernmenL \das a sort of League of

; , lJaEions wheie: f,egionaJ,gov,ernn,rrntg' that were in realiLy vi.rtual
"'Qne:party absotrrJlismsi,,in.to:lerarrt Of critieism, 'barqained,r. .6gi,1

, .,,'tt.qlfrQuL'!l1r Lhe.crude:, bai:banic ai.r,rd ruthress mahifestaticns of
bourqeois compcLiticirr, f,rr shares of the national patrimony,

t
l\L

j

n1

oday deep
''.r: 1.,',i

geriahs with
i i' -lj -. _;. i. ., .,,rteen years

l

I

i



In the 1960s, the absolutj
rorni! :!*aitia bbt.s:. 

"' s' 
lrJuou 

t'
litp i1 Argica,.ggsum,ed threei'L 5

'!r '.: _r .r'_ .:. , : ,,i -'"t' ,"t i,ohe-party staten arld ivhat 1n
:,i.' ,:, i-,RevOluUior-r we ca1

---r .i . ., .ot "HailIe Sellasi

sta t,g, in E!hgopi-,4.,1,, !.he,::.

.,1: r..:..-

rl a;'. :)

!.-Lq cl

:,,i:;i6",;!:.,ther.

r"5{'ttte'6 tF,,l ",i A.fit,gf , !..1.9,,e,l,+*ip,aticn. .i.:",..):..r..-.
ers itate l'.ii:rFIF;,.}?fi, *,i,LF,,!u'o rp{m$ qr +F.qo}uL:: :; "'

,:.1::"or

are
':'it:5frppress eo y man estos BXes$!cg, throush .s tqugglp
r:'ii$sf'5s'u iaos "'us i,*,' irtua one-part states,.

,:,,,,,;L?,t us gay o.ne,or,,f,wo, woqds,about the.o:ne-party,dtate as vJ,f

',',.i',
and

j.,f i

, Eaw the matter in.1..::,

sti11 see it.
r: .,-- i ' ' , I i .'

CA :.and

: .:;:: :,; ...,,----..' ' : Ili l

1,, J'; ;, i.'.;".;;;,.i ;.Tft6r"g11e.ipafty S tat€ I Wa'.s

Marxdst wri-tqrs asi ,:, , . i ' ir''

, .:'.i, i(-a) f-epresentinE,natibnal unity of' progressive rolies ror
' r. :,,, 'otsti-on buiLdinqri,g5*: si:ngrerparty beingl a uriitea front

, .i ,., rtl.r; :. :;Of such, fo.rg.esr: : : :i. j-,.:: '-;

''j; '"'(b)j an anti-imp.riorirt r.'rolutioniry'inut"rment or rr.n--,::._,torces,
(c) un"'rnoiuo*;;";r; inrtrrr.nt or uov*nce to uo.r.rru*,

'' r contest.ed'atr ilrree proposit,iglls .in,delai1 .po.intlng.o-u!:counter-examples" , ? .!:, ,,,i,: l _1., .i.::,
; t{' ,lr;'ir .'.;i,-,:''if ,' .'.' .' : ' l: '!: '::'': ":':"!:r:tt) l r

' iTh.e Q,I)e lpar:tyi,state,rdo,es- rnot,repres:ent natl,oriar unity. cn
tfe;cgntraryr Lt,expre se,g,,th.e'is,ha,rpening of class o.,d othe, l

contradictions.,e:n il-.re marrow of. independenceio rI pbinted,ottt ,the

f .-lgnrric,Q:QCe qf ,!he :fect, that,r.,m,a'ny 'pa.rties almost ihvirlsufV'exisr:
{fi{$ry: in"d9p,endenq-e,; rwh.ereas the ons;-parby state wai* oeUreed.tiy
the su,ppFession of parrties othcr than a major one af,tpf ind'epcrrci, -: :

.,,i:;-:1.;.,',,.i'1;j q.r-! i,-., l:'1.. . ',i i: :': r'1r ''t: I , ' :'l ' ,tr : -- j'

2
i"l i,tlrl:.,'"':i :i' i" ilili-'r'liii jii-' ', 

.:

That soon th'e nia;ii- Af -[]il" facade of democracy was ripped of :
and the reality.in the form'lof military absol"utism sLood starkl,lr
before us only confirme..tl.;'i.tn&llifservations and predictions made

, ,. ...r:l? Q4,?,,,8-s{,ty {,Lq}F--+qttlte.rAfr.r,qqn",Bc}rq}ution. ' : ,, "' j

r:.,,,i't.i i.'ri:":fihe,"inoo€S 19f itfrdi.';t'efriieriei''&l*"""iij1r;3O"'-rtutism 'i',", 
'Co'nt,empor'*ry

,,r-,1,.,,"ir l ,:,,;.;, .,r.1.i .;.. ,nr,.,,"0;;" r,ff, e';O,i;a,*; , i t-: ,r,l , , ,- 
: 
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l': '": ::'

':ii:'rFhi ':d'ises rnb'L,,deny that th.e, nuissancq of ,gLhlic conf I-ict often
promoted by

, i.; ;aQiFgl]-Hs*i${n,-, i

.. . ry#9.?J 1 y,,,v$Iy:,.

.'.1,,,',an$,S"9?'Slfi.il.s:

agenLs of

,,|eVer,Ltlq

impc-:rialism found rFsponsq,Ii irl one-party
utism was an a ttempt

irou rgeoLs order s "rppres s etnn_'r-c

The o4q-pqr
i-'"rr':- "1

tys te seldom was a
I :of,,r rq,4!.,ie,p,g,1iU1es, i,n ;a s l!5ration whe

.:i | ; .i ::.i :- "l
re the social

l;cading pqrty spontaneogsly

l,eqqiyi!y:'ri 
.li

nsrFfumenL
of .ialiti-6olonialism;.,,we ,polnled opt, trl-rree f acts, to counter. tl-lisr ".j .i.. .,

'prdsrlrnptton . riEirstrl,:'.t,he struggle ; fga1,!rn$gpende nce,w-e,s., YrSu.e1Iy
Fou$frt, jand

a movement

wdniwithont,,a one-panty nati,oqal moveme.ntr,slnce slrch
cor,r;Ld.imot have,:gee.g,, decreedo.; ,S one-pprty, si.pte €ffi€rr' .:c

s;party st.ate a necessary instrurnent of transi-

,poinLed o,ut t-hat nc from
_ gng_pdf

: ,s: -

'iL.i:

onl.y. af ter indqpengg.ncie -,by legi,s l-ation usually"
-. .,..i ) 4..: r:,,

'' r"'' Second.lyr, aftef, fortti-a1" in$,ependgpce. many o,f the .one-party
:sts3:lss pursued. po.i.icies favourable to neo-coIoniaIism"

:.;.:,;j.j.:;i : -. .:

- Thirdly, Liberi: anC Scuth Africa had always been s66;parfyr
pr virtual one-party states' and )/3t were not noteci for theirr." 

.t......,, :oppositlon t.o imperialism or their revolu:tionary f;efvouro Nor
was FIitlerrs one-pa::ty stateo

,.: .,i::'..-!-'
ldas the

tion to

,'indis,pens,able, f,qrl the t,rans i tion to, social
gpg_pi- ji :\ ,

sLate emerged in Russia cut
his was not to be
whe so po untries that sel:

and were bui
essive parties -i,n powei.: , and n.r':

wlth decreed one-party st.ates" Examples are the Peopl.e!g, Repi-rl.-r1-:.

of China, Po1and, Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia. 
,

,,],

cond.itions fc
-LL 

^!, Lt- ^LIl.aJUi: Lll(j l,i(j-. l

dectra

':,5-l:;,.

r.- i' 
We raised the question of

,-..;:.,: r ',ii:: I ._ -,,,. ,,., - -...1. ,, ,. ,; ,

a. serious bffort to go over to

one-party st.a te
:'i:'|:

Con.5 tttuted such
.:', :' ,.:

ebuc!al, conditions.

e'
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::: :::bfutijj:th,a.g.,ch* samb factors as

".' fh'elcte-armyi'stite. : ''

-,,- * -
As for the one-grmy form of

I?.,1?e! qrgdscq$i thF
d5g. go ! e 

f.,,, o-r Euro pe

absoluLism, it mus.t be: pointccl
,

produce the onc-party state ptro,iuc ,

.: ii' i'; : l

;k,,.on, irist-ory,r : if ,, we Carl:lPtnpoint '' th,,
abs o 1" ut. ! sms,,of - t h e', so-cptr 1 gd r tefi.,I! Cn -

ln the.s xteent["], seventeenthi'and::''ear-',.,
1-

ene

eight,eentl cept.uf,ig,= ,vqe, shall.,be more, rikely, ls rgna;lsrstand 'th,.:

rise of African one-party st-Les" AGd: ii:we can isolate the
f actors that qave bi:'th io ihe- military coups cttet4t and milii:iirrr

i ,i . , : ., : 
-l I '"

'' 'absolutisms of Crbmwell and Napo1eon, the La{:i.n Amerlic,an rniliti:i:'r
'r' i dictators of nthe nineteenth and twentieth ce.nturi*s u*O Lhe,

'l riVal war ioia dictatorships o'f late nj-neteen!h and ear1y ,t,wen'i:j-., i:

centuryr China, th;n 'rJ can heve a bc-tLcr insrghL inLo the roots
.i., ' : -of military :rs)1;tisn in contenporiry Africa"
All the claces,ve have::c.ntioncc i,r'ere passing through a

period of ::.cl-: :.)l-stor-i' oirallel Lo that cf contejporary-Orrt.,,"
1n e:rch :ase a nou.q.oir'ordor v;ith its myri"Cr cr *.rniroaic;i1,. ,

:, Uodiscl.plined;'by. inciusLr{alism rwhich is noi yet'ai eo*inant
structural-mor,a1 'f act r' and uncertain of i!se1r, sLruggles to

i, break, out,'Of thc'intL=qumcnt cf 3-fl aorarian and traditionalist
^1-+L,C: i L o

.,., \, There can i:e nc dourt ch.,t the Iir]u-Ci of tfre bourgeois epoch
for a national markr,t as an antiLhesis of rurat-palriarchal'
localism and particul.arisrn on ,Lhe one liand ancj the chaotic' 1 .. : '.

ef f ect of bourgeois partiq,ularist ambition anci compet.ition which
nfga.te naLional Ciscipline on the other ar:e the key factors:,
rnaking fop gol..ornmeni:al" r enlighter^red despotism,r duri.ng perlo<ls,.:
of primitive. cr,;i L.rl-i ; c rccunuiation"

. : Absolutism or rcnliqh:ened depotism' in thc nascent bour-
geoi.s;,ordef , is:,3 r*qtme rlesti.ng on the"rampart of traditional

, paternal,lsm on;t,he one hand and in search of a discipline ''

di.ctated,'by the'needs of ther market v,rit.h its cash nexus on thr:

rn the co.,temporary situatio,.r'i'r', uir",d*rdeveroped countries,
an-;emerEi-ng bourgeois order can make''use,lof Soviet formi withor-ti

- thg Soviet:'r6qro{utionar! or ccmi"nunrstic content" ' Thu actual
con:teftt.'of,lt,he.o:t-,iepartystaterWeurged,cannol-b*l".i*pry:
presumed frrom'.,'L,he,'sovi''et' exemplc. 'It *,r=t be founJ out'by'"*pt-
rical investigation"
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is of cratic end cl-

fa-cter€,,, yhich tep,d to p,rodpcB absolutist solu,ticns,
-.::,','Finst', ,the bourgeoisie.aspire to a national rrlar:ket. rncon

patible with, thi-s:aspir:ation, 'as we shou'ld expec.t a.rer:the,iiss-
parous tendencies due to the o'verwhelming iemnants of ,ruraliand
ethnic locaIism" Irurther, in their po litical-*eccnomic competi--'. ., :tion for pleces bf ' the, so-ciI t eo 

jnational 
.uta r' fn e bourgeoisic::i-

th'emscLv6s exploi:t I'L.hc ignorance r e Lhnic biases and, intense
-'i'nsecurity within this very precarious national''market" To
enforce thei.r' .national amhi:tions.r and contain i:heir el,ernent.al
anarchyl t;he bourgeoisie'ineedr so-called tsL.ronc r-n^en!r.. :. c-ivi
l.ian or military. 

:

The second influenccithut generaLes a tendenc'. fc absolutisl.
is the patriarchal heritage :which matures: as f e'-lca1 heritage in
some parts of Africa. ,Aut'ocraL,ic and:paternaLisi ,Lraoitions hold
sivay" This factor is reinforced by an author:-,-a.;ian outlook b:orn
^f b'elief s, in divine ordinat, ion r a closed n=:-,taL.i--y hardly opcn
to the liberaLing lvincl of scientif ic search. ng for: ::ational,valicri -,
I '' 

f n thei it'taitatsine af f air there' has been raised the spectre
of transcendcntaI ---^-'.'-.^.: -..i he.i n: ,,:ed r-^ ^--l,- - -cc,ier the,: :ontieLe social contradri-ctions'beLr*en thb masses and their expLci*

'ers and for snlpinc a ze:lot section of thc lunpen proietariat.
'nto,,ready insttsuments of tne excloiiers t f ascis: vtoience. Ti-ris
lspect o:f traditionalisL irrationJity j-s to i:e vra,.:ched, rt
,-:perated serious 1y aqainst th.e democratic, rn.-'i-ssi.on.i of the ,Nor,thi:rn
illements Progressive union in the First Republic. rt is an. i -, . ,. ,;i .:, 

..,_,,i, , ,, -..-
exLremeLy dangerous factor

, The th.i-rd'majo,r inf,ruence _undermining the s,t::r.;gg.1e .for
iir:mocracy, in Niger-ia is the tradition of coLonia,l, go,vernmen!

,'.^:hich we i.nhet'i.teoo Co.troni.a_I.-police meLhodsr,sedit:_o,n i_aws,p,,
bureaucratic cu1t, and benevolent dictator menLal.*-ty on the part
cf rulers and coloni a1-ty.pc- _a1i e"nation, f rom the concr:ption ancl
processes of, governrnent on'the part:o,f :the mas.sc,.., i1ea.ii,I y featur-1.:
t-he posl.-colonial state in Africa. : :

r"Yet a fourth''fac{-or i.s at work" CromrrelI?,s absolutism was
,,:.n ' pairt. directed against the thor.oughly radica,l. :.:-,.cl.r,rti.onrry
;roor peasants ,who.. forrned part ,of, his mass j:o,1.1:owing ,rluring the

i.i .,'
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English 're votution" ''irl- '- f lowers 

'or twin"tanley sought a
.:, communistii or- Qenr.rine egalitarian soluti-onl'to Lhe governmentll

:nd soci,rl crisris in EngI rnd, Cromwell f s dictatorship was i :^,

.:_:,: part,,. iJes,ignedi.t-o.:, si;ppress those of; t,he common ,peop]e''to whont

, --., fopresentativ€,, .roVnrnrnen{: ixean!, sorneth'ing bhat, went r^ie1.:I ,b€i,'6;16i

, . wha,t. the bourgeoi-sie;'wpuld acceptL,
. ,, . ., :

,i .:.i . , ,Ih" absoluli.s,fl,,.,g,{,,Ngpo1eo,n eggr+l1"y,;prve-d ,i,n., pap! to ;

fly,pp.tF$.p 1-!he ,Ja.p.ghltf l.,r:tlos?.: thqt.istloo.d. nearest to, the ,eqalitaria.n
qspi1,1!,rqns gf !he. ,!oiri.1^9. "lnasrse-s .in the f5egc!, rqwgi-ution"

Ch,inese,rwar-Lord absoluLism during ,the, nascent modern cpoclr
:': ' in China ser:ved in :=rt tc suppress peasant revolts" Latin

nmerican Fresiclenrr:-i .i-,i nilitarl' absolutism h,as been consisL:ni11r

- designed in p=.r-l r-c ;Jppress padical po,,.prIar movements seekino
tc overlhroi.., the iatifgndist g,ligarch1r3 , : . , ., .r, :

j : r Equially in contemponary ,qfrlca, staLuto.ry oneiparty, 'virtu;i3-

.i-)opular or egalitarian' developrnent, of the modern revolution irr
. ,Africa than t.he bourgeoisie,who have taken ovetr Lhe reigns of

rpower from colonia1 m;-isters consider to }:e tn their interest"
ivlass morrements th:r- curjr-ion L:e justice or moral validity of
bo;rrgeois ruleo in rricr.r cf its rrr ar'i rnust be a wolf to mant orit=,n-

. taf,ion, are. suspecc anci rnu.st be su.ppresseci o , 
:

Absolutism, in Africa, f ar f rom representing unity, roanif i'':;t:;
Class struggle on,t,he merrow of, ind.6pendence" In most cases

', 'i',absolutism is an'attempt to, prevenL Lhe masses from interprcLrrrc;

sel.f-qorrernmcnt as an oppor:tunity fo.r the self development of
millions of poor i:eopl.e rathcr than a chance for the greedy
self-prcmotion of thc bourgeoisieo But the self-developmer:t .',
t'he bourgeoisie is nothing oi:her than the exploitation of th,,
masscs which nakcs possibl-e fuLure bourgeois f inancial empir ,:;,

, A.f ricarc ' Fascism : , ;

Fascism i"s: reactionany terronism directed aqai nst mode.r'n

dcmocracy" :

, . i Fascism is the 'terror of Lhe capitalist c,Iass i n power

, ,,ffiountt:d to prevent thi: po,litica11y qonsciot-ls pqrking class,
' :revolutionary peasani:ry and other mass-,s,trat,a f,rom,carrying

the



.^,t-,;';.1.., i,-.,,.:',.:r j:., ,-.,-i:,. .:..: *.7,- . , I , ,...,
''; 'dd o'c#a'by''beyonci'"the: bourqeois s.t:1ge " It represents .r retreat

:froni Lhe conccpt or prircticc of :Iibi,raff5ocialist dernocracy ,:,
a dbmliiant'borlrgecisia:nd landlord c&ic1u'e determined not to, 1r::e

' '' powei ''g5 popuilhr'democr.rtic forces" Fascisn, then, is the sur.-::-.
''r' j-rr ds'Irbn'ofl thesre:rpopularl,y-oifiented forces in the nam.€,,bf: t,g.Lal-i-1-,. -' !

or runiL:y"r 'Most 'bn'e-pirrty ,osl on'b-arrny stat€s in: /tfrica' 'arb f al;cj-,:--
tic by theabove dr:finitiono ' ' :' '. ,:

: '"' i"';':i l i Iln. Afb:lc61,.',thbi tcndency: 'to f ascism is the res,utt of the
inajbility :of Lhe' bcurgeoisie to f ulf ii 1 rhe expectations of t1r .

niaEsei;'rfaisled ciuring l-he, ,suruEgle, fo,r independence,. ,

Instin_cti1e1V r ,the ma.-sse's thought that haticnaf if nOependenc:
ano their own freedom wouid niean one and the saine thin$" 'this

': "'id'drl-t'ity,'.vu'3s eneour,aqed by Li,. no.,r.geois propagandists, ExpIoi-i-:
:i ''l i'rbioni'was colonra.t,,exploi,tation or white-: ,rnaRts explcitationo S -i r:,.- -

' co.lcrr':--1' Grr vhit,e, rule'llLad:depr:ived.thc indigenes of a.l.most evcjri.
,'r: ':' 'tJr}Bortu'nity of expioi-ting their n,atio,ri,rl; lbrothersnr no one
:''l '' ;re1r616,r'gave tnouEn: ::) r:ie cosslbility cf such exploitaticn"

oligarclry v/rs crI:n=rl or ,..'f.i:: oli.g=r':hy. rt was presum,jc
1{'ha€ loince an inciigenous gov.rnn',erit ano arr in,iigenoLls parliamer:t

I ir.,ere se'tj:lup: rfh'e''Eovor'.nrnon't,luor.rtrd be autonatically democr,atic
and'r,vouilc,i dedtcat'a iLseLf to ,ti:r'e irleecls of th'e rnasses and be

' j contrcittcC by them" It vras cven claimed that egalitarianis,nr
'': ' $t'as indi'Qeneo'u's t'o ,rfrica or \^/as even African natureo In;t-i:rc:

''l:n'rr-rrn 6f Nn;rndi ,r.zixi'.: ih- nfr"ain wag rhis br.oLherrs lcecl:. r." "- *' ':J

, i:ri r : I:n,fact, tLhe peoplc!':endeci sirnpi-y to mean indigenes as
' oppos,:d to' th= coionial-'adirinistrator or thu white manb Sinc.

the indigcnes diC noL holri powere the dichotorny between gover-
nm:nt and the pcople v/as Lakc.. to mean one and the same thing .,,s

,the dichotonry betwcr;.ir cotonia&ists ,and the coloniged or,betv/(ren
wnite oppre isors -nci the i ndrgenes oppress,ed. ; ,

: -: r.Mass r:esentmer-it a'gaiirst coloniaL exploitati.:h and auloci^::rc'",

', I was'rollsed, llyr.such hunani"stic sloqans as r'IhaL.Lhe,universaI
' 'brotherhood shal:libecomd a real,ityl or 'phat man shai"l no'h bt.: ,r

'i" ,woitrf ,to: 'Ilhdltlr:s us€d by lJnamdi-, ,Apikiwe, in hip newspaperq,r. of, such
.' 5:pbpulj.s,t:sIo_qan ajs rThat tht:;wi111 of, Lhe, .p,o:ople is t,h-g suprcri:

r'.i",'rlawil;',:,,fri shoft15irthe, rrfrican masses were exhorted es by Nk.quniah:
: i"': t'see{r ye, f i.rs,L, the porit,ie:a1rkipgdo,m, and all other things wiil

.'be :added unto; lout o. ., 
,
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Come independence, L,he .exbloitation of
by the no\^/ governing Afri ary the inLolerancC

the
eof

governed African
criticlsm by thi:r:r ,r,

icisr,n. of ruhite ru speciaLity, 'the nevJ

rtuni-sm,

and created a

businessmen . : - 
t:'

and the colonial

.-. ,:..: ,: t

ypocri-sy
e cor

ssom

cna
Ceep'w

"1'1 
to

Fascism in Afr is an att
d ITlcr.S S trade Ulfl0fl , 

'lr

SOC ists or more Da L bour:geois.
ards a pr-ofoundly democraL ic solution to the

.!-,',

s tow
leaders ,

ideo logue
'probl-ems

'r

The

does 
,not

i fs taqce ,

t' li:: ,i,t". :.i,

re exis tence state,or, a one;army state
Angola or t4ozambique, for

in Etheopia there is a

r r {- rz

za1,iq,,

,oneipa_rl.y st.ate" ,

one-army state. Yet in thesc crscs rvc have genuinq, r.evolutionafy
ordcrsstri-ving t-ourarcls r rrc\^/ lemocr:cy free f;rom t.he exploi.,Lation
cf the people b), t.he f cw, a real peopie's republic.

Fascism is :::ther a rncvement e\,,/av f rom the deepening of
democracyo ft is a movement againsL the masses rather than in
their favour" IL is :n :ttenpt to =ntrench aga.inst popular
challenge th- politic:1-:c;n:nic por.,,er cf the new ruling fra:b,er.-.

nity of indiqenecus 1:ndlords, bour:geois nusinessmen, bourgeois
burc-eucrats and t,h.'i-r flco-co1onial e. I1i,:s ": r.

Fascism expresses the objective:eeo,nomic r^;eakness of the
Af rican bourgeoisie - irrorc correctly pcLL.y;bourgeoisie - who ar
ambiLious to devclop c.pitalism and arc afr:id of ruin frorn
instabilit-v" In rctual f act, the :-ndiqeneous bourgeoisie in
Afiica are blr an6i large pet.ty-hrourgeois, since they are only
rJn tho way to bcconing: c1ass.:ssociatcd vriLh inCustrialism
rvhich is the modern bour:geois cl;-rss properly so calIed. '

.

,,CaPitalism j-s derrclopod thr:oulh Lhe continuous exploii:;rLiorl
of workers and peasants b;, '"vhat is initially 11 petLy-bourgeoie
c1ass " It ii this exploitation tirlt crr:ates an rndus tria,l rcvc--
lution anc t,he capitalisLs that emorge as. the prod.uct, of thi.q
revoLution. Thj-s explciLat.ion is carried out by processes ';ihj-,ri,
generg'te u*,png o!ne;: thi.ngs infi''rticn, unemployment, the' convirl:;,
of all ,Lspects of scci- Ly ,\, bour^r;-.ris cornp.)tition and al-1 th.-,

,,Iinsecuri""ies associ,ited v,rrrh it, hunger duc to ruraL-ur"ban
migr:rllon and the.rr:1atirr,t technologicat-financial backv.r;:rdnr::sr;

of agricultur.:, s1ums, strike s enc other forms of urban an,-i

there is a
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rpreL;rmiFery,

group"

d !-! rr uo ,,..,..l

,; ',:r '.r'i j Out' $f' {:his rnixtui:e of mis,..ry, antsqJonlsn-rs, insecunity
:.:n;c1 Strf f cr, arises ,absolr"rtisin,* i'he llourgcoisie, petty anti wc:k,
are' f r"ighleneC }:y ruratr disconte nt ancl by' the urban fc::ces whicit
its own devclopr,rurrt. unlcashes o

La$Si s]I. el-{ l}:.' .Bq ut qeq r. q--,of q pe
Crucial j-n Lh.: ricvelopment of f ascisrn is lhe der,'elopment

'. I

of Lhe r^ror:king ,class movernent" ihe, wcr<ing class occupy a stronti:" 
n modern industr-y as sup--ji , In o 'position in modenl,,i?dr"Lryt "r,supplir.irs of l-abour

fieo-coLoniatr ecq,nemy, especiailyo a sLrik.-: of the working cf ass

in a f etu tolns is suf f icj-cnt io paralys,: t-he modern sectof r
Hence the sections of tne incligeneous bcurgeoisie made up ,of
nescent capicaiis ts rr-. ..,ira11y interesLcd in prevcnting the
working cl-:ss f roni rir:iriC i tr,s ircs.r- Licn in thc rTrc;t{-r-n sedtor in
any way hlL-mful- tO tnr: cle,vulopr:-nL cf cloit:lismo

The pcasantny occupil:s a viLal positi,tn in a nee-cclonial
e'conomy because of the reliance of auch an economy on peasant
production and export. A developmenL by the peasantry of a

deeper consc'i ousn.rss :rf ir: .:ir exlL:itation and stil-I more their
organisation fo:: self i-i.r-rc:i--.ition fr::ii:xp1:ic:ticn is dangerous
to the rjcvclcprr- i-,i: cf :rpi-,,riisn"

i Fascism manj-f es{-s itseLf in underdeveloped courrtries as
- an attenrpt. iiy th+ indigeneous bourqeoisie and their neo-coloni.i1

a1lies to sLeni the ti.de of '.uorki-;:c class and oeasant liberation

or ec, :lirrri:r.:^:ci:-lis::" Tr--:lr.a.== s'-.r3Jress or subvert
dernocr;:tic fori-:,s 2 i=st tirey be exptoited bc undermine the
development of capitalism,

When we speak of the bourgeoisie here iL must be under-
stood that we.are speaking of a sectidn of tHe;bourgeoisie, for
the bourgeoi,sie are of ten oiviCeC on whicl-r policy w:L.L nest suib
Lh,: intcresL,:f l:irc:-r clas:" Il is u3u.rI even for r section
of the y:etty-it)ourEeoisie, ri,e nost, derrrocrattc, to turn towarci,s

the r.vorkinq; class an'd peasantry and towarcls ,socialism as a

solution tc thc crisis c: tlr.: coloniil ind neo-coloni.el- ordero
Politica1ly, thcreforc, tt"'liouigeoisie do ncL'form a riloilolilhlc

: ::
: :.

so in a nuli:inational country with Lii:tlc:
ustrial and corninercial business integratior:,

t:, 
t) | i

''I .: i l

This is even mcl:(r

n.ft-ronJl nourgeorS r-n 1

-l :'):':':

; : , .- _:
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bourgeois chauvinig,Br,wilh.,abandon as' they compiete fo?' shares
tiu tii"n"tion-:, ,"gr"" in this situati:onl 'an*1,='tate 

lureaucracy,
' ;1 t" dominhteid bv bouroeois-mi,frded bureauc{at1r becomls ,t,he ba1lion
i: '':i": of 'botirg*oi=' ,n'itiIc>nal unit.yo"r- -. Fascism'becomes a movemerrt in

which thls burqpi4gg,&t$C,,s'tratrant;or;-.tfie:bou,ag""i;i;1, ugting u"

;:.,.kqeper,of thb'hational cohscienc. uni watch;dog;;;of so-caLLed

ri,.r*-.i,,tnatioina4. t,rut,ere?g'tt, ,essay,: ao i*pos* gl,sciffr-." o" ,he;bougqe:i;i,,
themselves,j,. ;oi coursert,th*.*patiiate monopolies, inheresBg.d es

;,ihhe1l are, in'Ieeepi.,g tir'," *"=s.*j qriiescentt',.nile4p.l,oit,ed and j-n
Lhgr1s.tabil,t'ty: of 'the foreign nlarket whrchl Lh"y etploit'are'
,er/#,wi:tr.1,inE: a'l1i'es cf th'e bourgeois bureaucrp,ts in this,d.isci-

Ethnic sections of the bourgeoi.sie inevitably prgctice

nY rornotes, &hei:,{ise1iof,, ab'so'Luti.sm i rr

t.ion is the ro le of the st,ate in
.:tr'i: r:',..1i1.j

i hou(geois priilit ive u..r*,r1ati
-iquideci rnational clevelopme nt I

state sector:r the stnte pJ-lys

e.o f todav l.s conceDL c>f'i i. .'.-.

\''on"

1,?t 9 
q* 

"n,t,,,o. :f ,,,!h,e

j-i i:;r :t

arger role in accumulatioii
: il,,: ' :!', j:. 'i ": :

a mobi lizer of funcs: .' ,'.!
''i:,.:l' ii;

eco no m1 means ,acg.rl.mu]+tqd }:y

it than hitherto"
1:y bourgeois accun u l :cls -:='f-terr htqher in cont
u_nderdevelooeo ccu:t-:"i:s ri-ian c,-r::ing :he epoch of cL;:.ssi
bour;ecis priniti,rc, c*pitr,tist accumulrLion in West.ern E

t40S td ..L850o Consequently, the',group.,of::,hou.rigeois politicians
: 'r:i:::'' i

that ,gqL, tlrLo 9.{Ii." to r,,1ield state pq\rer prefers violence':"Lo
losiag its privileged position. Competing bourQeois faciions arc
ii-rviLed Lo join it l-n .tr: absclutis c t ai-I-partyr exercise of
pelJ€r, failin:'*rhich they are suppressed"

1r, l"foreover, in Ll-re contemporary situation there are, f€w
:" kings in ts,he under,leveloped eounr r ie s whose ministers and arn:'

;1.,.:. I -cari'suppress the mgsscs ar'ld hold the ring while Lhe bourgeoisi.,
compete lo accumfil ate " The place , of , the k ing I s government ai'r.l

army is L,rk=n by Lhe rThe Presidcntr, :ivilian or military, h-.,,-
.,,,, : ,,: .:: t lself * bour:gecis, who Cecldes the kinrl, o.f topposition! he anil

:'' his gdng of feilow traveller:s will have anrl suppresses the rcsl:"
In the Centr"a1 rifrican Republic, ! ihe Presirlentr in the per"sr;n

e"f. Boc+ssor'even found it appropr"ilte 
, t,o ,procJaim, himscif a

king*em,perora Bocasso, l-lk"' t.h. Fri:nch he adored, was merel.';,'

calling a spacle a spatle, .\ Lover of form, he was not satisfir,:d
r''ith the reality of an;rbso-:.utist kinqdcm; the forrn must be m,.,.i.,

to fit the tiring Lc l"he 1.,s1. detn-j.l-" It is significant that yi,,.

was consciously aping l{apoleon"

ca
l

ur
l-
t'ir

ope -
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'1"i'"';:il'i'l::i;Uvbly'i'5b3o'lutE",i'r*i:r;Lrr pbst*colonial r,Afri,ca ha8.|a heavy;-hen:)m*=r
aimed agalnst the head of the working class; The movement tovr,arcis
f E.fipis$'t 1i6,,'ei$plyr,1.nevi!ta.bLe.,.as thg. .cr,is1s ,of thq...nep1-colonial
dispensa!.i,on,;rn,a.tur,ego,,.The, more orgaul,i.sed and,,.politicalIy consciour

, ltee wqrikino .clasp,iF.r,,,f,hp .ryor,erp{cnounc,qd ip the fas.,cist check
,,' g,r'r t h e d evq 1o p.pr qrat.,,g:f-: d emocr dc ! o

q T dDL-I gm i-n Niqeria

notions hi:re is the relative sizg and, Ievel of cievelopment of
the middlr: class, the rapidiLy of that develcpm-nt and the ry)li-
tical quie'scenci: i.,f ihe working cl-ass as a crass, all of whiclr
imprrL to Lhr,' bourc;-oisi: : mc3.sur. of serf--onficence and thc
::ourgeoi-sie a measure of self-conficlence a-hd the relative tole-
rance that results from this. ?ire multiplicity of large ethnic

-: gioups means that there are compeb.lnq I}:ig-nationt chauvinisms.
r 'i'ince, sn thr, rtat-ion:I- i=t'e 1, no .t:, n j-c bcurEecis detachment fi ncl...r

i: ,l., a:e11 t.^r u EqD y LU Suppres s i. it,.. o:her.s a nc :s s erL Conri na nCe , the bourge-
'oigie have perforc:: ,r{. -h:i-,;.ai.::'r ,ris 1:ii.:i, oo in a market and ,"vork

r:ut: comprorniseso o; less rtiian the nationar l-evr=1 , howeverr,
wherrever',the b'ourgeoisie of one ethnic group,can b,e supreme,

' 'it does assert,:its supremacy b,- y f ascistic tenciencies.
IFurt.herrnore, the ccmorornising qarne in i'iigeria is an

. i'nvoJ.unta5Y procuct of f :ctcrs oe.voi,irJ bcurqeois control and doi:sin 1-:ro= me ,sur'-
nct spri nq[f rom rny Cernocratic phr losophy or. conviction" As

cvents h:tve.' alr -edy' shown, it is no guarante e against miliLary
rbsolutism but c:ll'1, in f ect, provoke it" rt can do so either
becau.se of Lhc impression of groping rwiLhout. a scnsc of dircc:- .

which itl promotes:or because thc capacity to compromise will
. re.rapril:ate., vthen thr: issues involve irreco.ncilable j_nterests.

6n tlhe dcbi; sicle cf Lhe prospects of democracy ls the
Pr(:sidential s),sL,:mi a f rcilc machinc in the hands of Lhe most
()pportunistic, philisLine, power hunqry, burcaucratic and
)ppositicn-hrting hourEeois group in nny country" On the ijc,-:'rt
sidc alsoron.: m..yi$utr th-- following consj-deration" Since 1-950,
Ith. I"ligerian working cl ass h,,ts been largely divided and a-po1i ti--

i cised. Industrially ancl pclitical"Iy the workihg class has for
i:hirtY years hancied Li-ri: i,.,,,;:-^'teoisie a sweet holiclay. Wit,h a.
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p,er:istent. j_nf l-ation in.the eqonomy,
, '"1 ..': :r:r ,: 'i) :'

to last much lonqcro,:
thiq ,easy Lime, ,le unlike l.y

. i,r ,i , Wha't'v,li"tL happen wl-ren tltr. consciousncss and mood,of the
wor.king cl,a,ss chatlqc can i:e guessecj from thc f act that thc
X964: ge-rieral ,strike was.,folrlowed l:y a move by the governmcnL t1:
ban strikes" The rag of strikes thalr erupted during the civil
\''ar was met by a virtual ba.n on st.rikes which the civilian ri:giri ,:

has no',- repeal-led" Thc 1980 'general sLrikr: 1s being met by a
parliai-:ic ntarv move by the rulinq bourrgeois partyr th* NpN, l:o

':disbar,C f-hc NirJcri rn Labour Ccnqrcss, the united f ront organi-
sition of the trJiqerien proieL:riat

--:i .' :It stands Lo Leason frorr v,rhaL we have saicl that the existcn.:i,,-'of the i'Jiger:ian Laoour congresi ii f,oirr i' potentiar sourco'. of
,. =tt"ngth for th- democratic forces and .-1 potential danger to

capitalisr"

- ,i', Fascism r Qs.-.we have seen, is a retreat f rom liberal, democre.icl;

,,,j on Lhe part of 3 section of tho bourgeoisie in order to prevent
, Ehe use of clernocratic instrumentp ,b,y papular forces to reCress

thc t';rongs crerted by bourgcois aqcumulation. In Africa Lhesc
Yrolqs include the,wronqs of colonialtsm - an extention,of
.Eu,rqpe.in capitalism - which now vrork,to the advantage of the
indigelc,ous bour3etis grJUps thlt shrre economic ini*r*sts with
colonialism.

: , . ,,,,, bihi1st the bourgeoisie speak volurles ab,out na.bional unity,
,},t f,eeIs tl-rreatened by, the national unit'y oi the ,arr.'iog.class.
r{encc th,. cicstruction o,. Lhn nrtlon:1 united front of the', '' 

'

,,workinq cla.ss is ni:.turaIIy. lrigh onl Lhe list of prio::ities of,
'.1: , ,th", f ascistic bourgeoisie".,-iiJf rue untierstafld the matter propcjr:1.\,,

,til.g attack on trade union urri,ty is a f ascistic atLacko

-, ' Betv,'r:en 1968 and 1975, thc military regime passecj shacl<lirrr.l
Lrade unicn lar,vs uncier r,uhich it irs, an off ence punishable by
imprisonment for anyone to qo on :-s;trike in an ?essr:ntial servic
or do qnything Lr-rat !,1r. Jrourgeoig, quthorities .can. interprete
ils underriiining Fqch a, service, .The iaw defines ressenti'al: serv.-,1-:i.,
in such a way that.practically-,eyery activityr on which many
i'Jigeri an workers arre employed falls uncier it". . rn r:a! L"-..rt rclLL, d;j LI.IL:
I'aw stancis,n' thel only thing a traclq union,can legarly do is cccl:r-.,

,.
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a !#.i-. iu L! rur: -is pui-c, a-nLc r inLo a

final iinalysis, :rccaplj thi; vc
Strikes are ruled out"

' /\^ Etrr; Iaf dS, l.hr. rncfking Cl
is alr,eady.r fact in lt'iqer,ia"

lcng negbliaLion and, in the
rdict of an ariritration tribunal-

.:
l

ass is concerned fascisr
, .. ,i

ShaEaff , rgspongi.gl ti:

fo,rg.g.p by th-
r '- l.i

phasis on stabr-

the inter,ests p:f ,im.pe,1ia1is,t bi.g-fusi.ness and its NigeSian
friends, ,has tur.ned,q dgqf ear to pteading from Lrade unionlst:

;t,h;at, t,l.le laws shaekrinq. !-!e laneur movement be repealred. 'rt is
{nteresting,t3,*!-,,no,,t, rtyeq, .col,C1ia} ru}eps found it necessary
or.desirable to make such laws 1n lrli.geria,

The atLac(,on trad,e.uniell unity is a stepping :up gf'.t_' 'l

fascistic aLtack on the ,labour mgvement,

Fascism is creepingo 'l'her,.i heve occurecJ the cieportati.on
of an oppositicn lcadcr' { thp Sh.i.rgcb;r af f air); the assassination
of an Qpposrtion lcader ( nr " i,ich.:mrned ) I the atLempted murder- of
an oppos i-ticn gov'e rncjr' ( an attempt on th€ .tif e of Governor
Abubakrr Rimi); inspir.-i rir,-rts in a statc with an opposition
governmeirt (Kanc itat.:); tne i^r:.ssacre cf peasant protesters
( in Sokoito St.te) ; L;r- rLrrni-nq ci i:ic :clice int.o pclitical
thugs who treat opposit-j.cn gbvernors rs poirtical criminerls;
t.he h,a,rrassnerrp of .!he ?Qpositlon press
politicised police! the instigation of the armed
Pres iCent ainsL opposition politicians the em

governmen

y and stll1 r:cre st:cility! thc deliberaLe cr- . - . :^

ev .ry cr:iticism and every
by the peop le evon ,, . j , tror ent]-tl eme

law is r arded as tco the dark ening eth'os of
ht,r Lh en by persuaLion thr:ough wcic,

deeds. The ring i >\- l(JSrilLl o

There
Cay li ke a bol

f ascisrn suddenly appears one

biueo 'In aIl countrie's it
rces a]lcu themselves to ber

!E

the

wome even
noo

ar-,.1yscd or overwhelmed, f ascism complctcs it:
e enci of the day ti-rcusa'hds of 'democratic men,

.,'..' ., ichildren have their lives squeeze<irout by th.,
se.

If :is, possible,,now 
.

cracy to roll back fas and aver

ri-
f or thcse comrni-ted to dc:inc.-

t a catasi:ropheo Hswever,
ral-ly" If anyone stil1 prrl;'

'-' :,r

that depends on thei.r readiness to
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of democracy, however, rvhile f.eeling thaL an atLack on :t.rad.:

r;;-';

t

1

a .st i'uqg 1t:' Oppos,itio.n .to, C]-SM W

of naked power hunger against nake

c l- rz'l ,: .ruIfv, iL ,is -also counter-hum
t 'be 'l:as,eC

hu.!'i.$ef.,.l ;,,,

ree things*em Lhe t
..r'equJ.red".

ror^rlng,rareqlthy from

are

s moye-ment, , Lh e most orf,9 anis,ed
}m oi-

,fasrcism, must,developShew t tical consciousn€ss and begr-n a
polritLical' ,struggle for dernoc rao,1l' and, its own: inte The

ade .'union moveri"r-en.t c,rnnot re an rs land; -,The, labour
',

l,:

dl

tr movemen t:

cannoL'''be f rerl , o[ ,:eniocratic if l_ cf.tl LI> tic tendencies prevail"

Secondly, democr.a.bs,in ;ril- :i '-..:ies'must: recognia5e Lhe
dangerto democracy ,in l{igeria posed by f reud ali , t r adi lt,i p,n a I i s t s

.'a1IIL: hues who wish to retaln ancisnt priviteges by r,c,I elrer
1t-ances vll,Lhr.otrportunistic sect_ions of the gQo.isie,, The y, . . .: i.)i ,:.,

smaIl cabal'nrtist aLso.;r'recogtrise the d
(

,.-,..,an'ger-congEituted by the
.::': 

of-:-.d pportrunistic, int r -; I -ua1s, businessmen (,u
. t 1.' sugtl,y contrac Lors

:J fi IIOnO-
po1y firnrs), ambitious feaUCfclts'7 ,bread B-tld .bu

. rl,.
t ter po liticians,

c writers and publicists,.w nno
., ,,,:"

.::

.'.-.-i!a- .:::ir-.-

anti p,rincipli*,-:
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rr Fgh,ind t.heir pens, arnd r:thnic chauvinist,s "

Pcoplc of this kind arr conccntrated in thc National P-.r"3i

of Niqerie rvhich stencls out morc,rnd more clearly as merci"y:l
motely crowd of all sorts of money and position-seeking gangstcrs

' There,rRust develop against this grouping a broad democratlc
i

movcment .

Thirdlyr there: is need now in iJigcria Lo place humanism ln
Lhe centre"'' A porverful movernent must emerge that serlously
seeks to realise Dr" Azikir^rers humanisiic principles! rfhat

:man shal1 not bo e vrolf to mlnr and r'ihlt the universal broth,,r-
hood shh11 h-,,comc a rcali-cyr" fhis makes th. Peopleis

. R.:dcinptir:n PrrLy partiCul rrly inportanto
.t;- Ihu PRP is a mass-orient-d narty seeking a new social

order free of a11 cxploitation r:f m;rn by rndr'lot'ff,i= implles th.-
- :desbructioni,of feudaLl.sm.r':r neolco.lon,iaIism and. capitalism and

,, f [6.' constr:uclion of , a ner,v - hurian.i.srn on their'.:rUihs i This prtn-
ciple of the PRP is th,:,.sa.r.ra-,:s that i:mbodied in Zlkts hum-nls-
tic s logans "

A11 over tiri: urorld, the r-rcv,r hur,rani"sr ioes not speak simply
of Lhe so*called rfreedom of tht: individualf as the o1d didr
For as we now kfiorr,'I this mtry me.ln frcedorn of a bourgeois
individual to exploit a working class or peasant individualt
The new humanism speaks of i":an: the 1i-:,er:tion of all indlvir
duals and all grcups rnc societies cf nen from alI exploitation.

The Feople I s Reclernption Party r,vi11 dcvelop only when lt
continues consistcntly to pL;rce the issue of the new humanlsm

before the I'Jrgerian people; only,vhen it sLrives to rcily all
democrat,s ancl hum.:nists againsL aiL fornrs of anti-humanis! mani*
fes Lation "

I lrear an inorc-linate amount of silly talk ai:out Nigerla
being a great, country" It is not a geographical area that c:ln

be greatl only a people can be" Greatness in a people depencis

on what they do" It is insulting the world to call the Unitcc.l

S*.etes a great country because the exploiters and racists bher,'
1re armed vrj th rnount, ins of dollars and guns" Simi-larly, it is
belng mean Lo call Nigeria lreal because she has an ocean of



r,c

has,;sh o1.1n ,.thEt thq s,t::1;ggl.e a,gaiqs! aulocracy
, a de6p phl:Ascph.yr of, ,:Ii Without it

can he permaneRt"
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