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GROUNDINGS OF FASCISML
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From 1965ﬂtbfﬁ9é7ﬁiﬁharrfe&fb&tgaﬁ:intéﬁgfveﬁgaété%%ireSedr;h
00 Ehe one-~party state throughout. the world which: resulted in a
book entitled One-Party State and:the African Revolution.'” The

completed manuscrlpt of, thls/book Was . Jdost in Bendel State

durlng the civil war,"'"
st ] o - ( ’f ::‘. k

TERL Pag wrote the book because I was deeply dlsturbed by the

s TN > ,{ '
#3 .:'v’ ki
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'vprevalence of the onc~party state in Arrlca on, the marrow., L. -
blndependenceiﬁ

_ 'reasons severally glven for thls Phenomenon,
tﬁe characterlsatlon of 1ts social contentw and thedplegnostl—
catlons regardlng its potenttalltles were, ln our. Vlew,(almost

entlrely wrong°‘ The nalvety w1th whrch the Afrlcan one-party

gl state;was Qelng v1ewed even by avowed Marx1sts only matched  the

ke w1shfu1 Stuplstj w1th whlch ngerla was belng declared a stable
democracy hot only by out-and—out 1ay men but also by so-called

political sc1ent1°ts°

“JPRis"16st-book is relevant, becausé there is today deep

sCcHpC 8FAEmong! “théusands of polltlcally conscious ngerlans w1th
the dangers of creeping fascism. It seems that thirteen yeaxs
-Qf . mllltary dlctatorshlp mounted by Nigerians have madé’ ngerlans
more keenly alert to violations of democratic rlghts° ‘Sitice
- ~3979,. hoawever, not enly has S. G.. Ikoku and Shehuuahagafi called
;err.a.SOmcalied alL~party'governmEnt that is,agévernment
without opposition in a neo~colonial . seml-feudal and capitalist
world domlnated by 1mper1al;sts, 1aqdlords and capltallets, but
alao there has been heard an advocacy ofgyalght—forward one—

party state w1thout the Ikoku - Shagarl euphemlsmsu

3

' In p01nt of fact, as I p01nted out 1n One Party State and

. tHé Afrlcan Revolutlon,ialthough ngerla was belng vaunted as a

proud island of democracy in a sea . of African absolutlsms, yet
the, Fipst Republdc in: Nigeria“only'concealediéwcbré’of actual
absolutism within a- semblance 'of democracy. I drew attention
RAeI the fact that the Federal- Government was a sort of League or
Nations where reglonal governments’ that were in reality v1rtua1
@ne~party absoiutlsmsgglnto&eraht 6f critieism, Barqgained; ‘Act
wWhthout -all the-crude; barbaric dnd ruthless maniféstitichs 6f

bourgeois competition, for shares of the national patrimony.



That soon tﬁé’ﬁééﬁ‘éf‘%kis'faéaae of democracy was ripped of°®
and the reality in the formyof military absolutism stood starkly
before us only confirméd “th& observations and predictions made

‘nwih Qne Party State and. the African Revolution. |

s i HelThesnoots ‘of "thé teridercia: td' absolutlsm 1n contempordry
Afrlca;must”behcarGfU1ly extracted-'f" 5 O

quorms of Absolutisﬁ'”'i '
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In the 19605, the absolutlst state 1n Afrlca Aassumed three
Forms:‘Hallle Se1a51e s feudalrnoup_rty state 1n Etheopla, the
 oHe-party’ state, aﬁd what ih'Qni Perty State and the African
e’*Revolutloh we called‘the oheuarmyjstate' L After the glimination
~oEHAIT e Se11a51e s state w'

Ethe‘bne~party state or the one-army state,.that 1s, .sorcalled
mllltary reglmts. We regadd all the states, such_as South Africc,

Shere” there are formal opp031tlon partles but the .Opposition is

:isuppressed and only manages to showwpresence through struggle

%ﬁagainst odds “as fvirtual one-party BEELEE Lo oo s [ i ] e

Let Us say one or two, words . about the sone-party: state as we

rhsaw.the matter 1n One Party.State -and the African: Revolutlon and
‘fstlll see Lt. ‘

g

The)onewparty state 'was presented even’ by self-professed
Marxlst writars as: a%a, ¥ Pt & SRR ERE
cife. Jifads ‘representing national unlty of progre551ve forces for

-nation buxldlng, ‘the 'single psrty belng a unlted front
Lof  suchs forces, el Db U ARG LR B RAET R D

Ay an dhtl-lmperlallst revolutlonary 1nstrument of such

"’forces,'

‘ (c) an lndlspensable 1nstrument of advmnce to socxallsm°

'counter-examplesa it
\/ : I & Js

_ The one party;state. does not -deprésent national unlty. On
the contrary, Lt .expressegthe ‘sharpeninyg of ¢Y¥ass and otheria
contradlctlons on. the marrow of independénce,s I p01nted out the
s1gn1f1cance of the fact that many parties almost 1hv%riab1y exist
bgggre Andependence, whiereas the one~party statd was decreed by
the syppression of :parties: other than'a major one after 1ndepend<

P

are left w1th two forms of abselutizn.



- THig ‘does not deny that the.nuissance of ethnic conflict often

promoted by agents of imperialism found response 1n one—partv

ﬁqabsqlutlsme Nevertheless the absolutlsm was an attempt - not

appeally VEry., succepsful}en a bourgeoxs order - to SJppress ethnic
~,antegonlsrs@“>The one-party sta*e seldom was a voluntary union
-0 F;, natuanalltles 1n a SLtuatlon where the soc1al pollcy of the
-leading, party spontaneogsly evoked a sea—change from ethnlc antoe
igenism to real collectlv:Lty° ’

" Ad"for the:dne=party $tate beingvnecessarily’ah{instrﬁmen“

ofiafiti-colonialism; we pointed out. three facts- to counter this

- brésumption. i ‘Birdty ithe-struggle; for. lndependence was . usually

Ofoughtand wond w1thout a ‘'one~party-national . movement, slnce such

a movement couldimok have been decreed.; - A: ‘one-party. state Smerc s

-only after 1ndependence —rby leglslatlon usuallyo_

“Secondlyy after formal: 1ndependence many of the one—partv
lispaties pursued: podicies favourable toaneo-colon;ellsm,

§ SLosay , i o

e Thlrdly, leerlo and South Africa had always! been-one=party
”or v1rtua1 one-party ‘states’ and yet were hot hoted for their
'ﬁopp051elon to 1mper1allsm or their revolutlonary fervours Nor

was Hitler's one-party state.

{' Was the one—party state B necessary lnstrument of transi-

"tlon to soc1allsm7

e polnted out +heL no nOquln Sov1et soc1allst from Lenlv
himself. to. this day has ever con51dered a one—party state as
,51ndlspensable for the trans1tlon to. soc1allsm° On theé' contrar
several statements of Lenln clearly p01nted ouﬁ that the one—parity
”state emerged in RUSSla out of the spec1a1 c1rcumstances of the
N»hlstory of her revolutlon and was not to be 51mply adopted elsec-
ﬁmwhereq_ We also p01nted out that there were countrles that set
~out to make SOClallSt revolutlons and were bu11d1hg S@ClallSn Wit
‘han alllance of SOClallSt ‘and progre551ve partles in power: and no .
with decreed one-party states. Examples are the People!'s Republic

'VOf Chlha, Poland, Czechoslovakia afd: Yugoslavla.:

: We ralsed the questlon of what were the cruc1a1 condltlonk fc.
’ferserlous effort to go over to soc1allsm and denied thet the 'm¢
'declaratlon of a SOClallSt 1ntent bv the leadlng party plusva

onenparty state constituted such crucial _conditionsols
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As for the onONarmy form of abbolutlsm, X must be: pointed

ifout that the 'same factora as produce the onewparty state prooucc

Vo khe” one—army state°

sl gl L Arige ,..‘\

- - Castlng our. mlnds back .on, 1lstory, if-we canti pinpoint the

ﬁtfacﬁors that produced the absolu+1sma .of ~the" so~called’enllgh_

:}ftened despots' of Europe in the:s.xkteenthj seventeenth ‘&nd early
?eﬂghteenth centurles we shall.be more Llikely: to ‘understand the
'rlse of Afrlcan one-party states.. And: if we can isolate the

factors tha# gave blrth +o the m;lltary Coups, d'etat and military

dictators of the nlneteen#h and twentleth centurles and the

I ¥ial War lord dlctacorshlpf

of late nlneteenth and early  twenti:
¢ century: Chlna, “then’ we can have a better 1ns1ght into. the, roots

*of mliltary aosoldtlcm ln contemporary Afrlcao

All the places we havevmentloned were oa551ng through a
'7perlod of tnelr hi tory parallcl to that of contemporary Africa

In eacnrcase a bouroeols order w1th ltS myrlads OL contradlcclo'”

c-undisciplined: by industridlism which is not yet 4 domlnant

structural=moral:fact, and untertain of 1tself \strugglea to
-.-bregk.out6f the integument of ‘an agrarlan and tradltlonallst

Oauto

: There can'be no doubt that the need of the bourge01s epoch
for a national market as an antithesis of rural-patrlarchal
:locallsm and. partlcularlsm on .the one hand and the chaotic
-effect of bourgeols particularist, ambition and competition which
_Inegate natlonal d19c1p11ne on_the other are the key factors
¥ aklng for govcrnmencal .'enlightened despotism® during perlodo

iof prlmltlve capltall>t ‘accunulations .

Absolutismior: *enlightened depotlsm' 1n the nascent bour—
sggoisrorderiis:ia. regine restzng on tHe ramparﬁ “of tradltlonal
paternalism-onithe one-hand and+in- search of a dlSClpllne 1

dictated. by the needs of " the market w1th 1ts cash nexus on thc

othepd Jow T

In the contemporary 51tuatlon ln underdeveloped countrl(u,
an -semerging.bourgeois ordef c¢an make use &f Sov1et forms w1thov
. the Sowvietirdwolutionary or communlstlc content,” The actual
content ofi the one: party state, we urged ‘cannot be 51mply i
presumed . firomithersoviet ‘éxamplel” It must be found out by emp1~

rical investigation,
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BaSlS of Autocratlc Tendenc1es in Afr

A G

In the con emporary Afrlcan 51tuatlon we have the follow1nq

’Factors whlch tend to produce absolutist sotuthPSJ

i Firstiythe ‘bourgeoisie aspire to a national mMarkets - Incom
ipatible with: this: ‘aspiration, as we should ‘expect, are “the ' Tissi~
parous tendencies due to the’ ‘overwhelming remnants- of: rural and
ethnic locallsm° Further, in thelr polltlca1~econom1c competlm
tlon for’ ‘Pleces of the so-=Ea118d natlonal cake, the bourgeOLSlc
themselves explolt e 1gnorance,'ethnlc biases and 1ntense ‘
1nsecur1ty within this very précaricus national’ market° "To
-enforce their national ambitions: and contain-their elemental
anarchyg.theubeurgeaiﬁieﬁneeduszacalled.’strong-men?51:E% Civi-
lian . or.militarye: i s /

The second ihfllience’ that generates S tendencv to absolut1“"
is the patriarchal herltage whlch matures as feldal herltage in
- some. parts of Africas Autocratic and:paternalist traditions hold
sway. -~ This factor is reinforced by an authoritarian outlook. born

~f beliefs:in divineiordination, a closed mentality hardly open

to the liberating wind of scientific searchi ng for:rationalivalidi:,

tIn the Maltat51ne affair there’ has been ralsed the soectre
of tran3cendhnta1 “”ﬂt’ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ "fhe1nﬂ veed '”"*”eéco ér the
’vontrete social’ contradlctlons between the masses and thelr éxploi-
ters and for Shaplng a zealdt séction of the 1umpen proletarlat
intosready instruments of the exploiters?! fascist wviolence. his
aspectf®f~tnaditionalist‘irretionéiity is ‘to be watched. It
.Operated seriously against:the democratic missioniof the Northern
L‘1ememts rogre551ve Unlon 1n the Flrst Republlco Itris an

extremely dangeroug factor

The ~third-major. 1nfluence undermlnlng the struggle for
demogracyh;nAnger;a,;s the,traﬁlthn;of colonial : government.
:which we inherited; ..Colonial police methods, sedition laws,:
bureaucratic cult, and benevolent dictator mentality on the part
of rulers and colonial=type alienation from the conception and
processes: 6f: governmehnt an’the:part:of:the massés heavily feature

the post~colonial state in Africa.

vYet:a fourth:factor is at worki:  Cromwellts dbsolutism was

~ridn, part dirécted against: the thoroughly radical: ravelutiohfiry

poor!peasants:who: formed part-of his mass following ‘during the
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foIlowers of Wlnstanley sought a

EnglishifgbbiGEisﬁt“‘%h"

Cebmmunistic or genulne egalltarlan solutlon £o the governmgntcl

and social” crisis in England, “Cromwell's dlctatorshlp was' in

-~ part: designed:to. suppress  those of;hhe‘cammon;peoplemto whom

i reppesentative; government meant. . semething thati went well;beyond

‘ whaﬁqthe,bqurgeoia;euWQuldﬂacaept;tJ:fz::w

) .,  The absolutlsm of Napoleon equally served An part to .
supprcss the JaCOblnS, those thak. thOd nearest to.the egalltar;on

N—r'ChineseRWar-lord“absolutisdeUrih@.thé?nascent modern epoch
“i:in China® served in part to suppress peasant revolts, Latin
American Presidential and military absolutism.hasibeen consistently
_designed in part to suppress radical popular movements seeking

to overthrow the latifundist oligarchy.

r“Equally’ invcontemporary Africa, sktatutory oneiparty, :virtual
one+~party, or one~army absolutism is designed to. prévent a more
‘popular:‘or égalitarian development of -the' modern:revolution in
v Africa’ than the bourgeoisiéiwho have takén over theé reigns: of
. power from colonlal masters yon51der to be ln thelr interest.
'Mass,movgments that upbthﬂ the_ justice or: moral validity of
_ybéﬁrgeois rule, in view of its 'man must be a wolf to man' orien-

tatlon, are, susoect and muct be suppreSbed°

i'Absolutlsmf1n‘Aerca5;far;frommrepresenting unity, manifests

tlass: struggle on’the merrow of 'ihdependence. " Ir most cases

wvabgsolutism is an’attempt ito. prevent: the masses from interpreting

ae]fuoovernmont as an opportunlty for the self developmcnt of
millions of poor people rather than a charce for the greedy
self-promotion of the' b@ur@e@lsleg But the self=development of
‘the bourgeoisie is nothinglother than the'exploitation of the

masses which makes possible futhire bourgeois!financial empires.

AfricanrFascism - 7 .
‘Fascism is:reactionary- terrorism directed against modern

4

democracy.

wiiFaseism is' the terror of the capitalist class in power

L ¢mounted to preventsthe: politically conscious working class, the

:revolutionary - -peasantry. and other mass-strata from.carrying
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Hemoekaty' beyond “the' bourgeols skage, . Lt répresents a retreat
'"*frﬁﬁzthé*&ﬁhéépﬁ‘df”pfécticé'df“iier312§0ciélist democraCy by
”“~b0wer~t©~popu%ér~democfatlc“forces; Fascism, then; i%" thetsuppr:-

ssion of tHese popularly~er1entod forces “in"the name b 'stayllity‘

Yo unltya Most ‘orie~partyior!: ‘one-army :states 1n4Afr1ca are fa -
tic by theabove definition. WE R e

nEEE g AfpPichy thé fehderey to ‘fascism is the result of the
lnablllty Of “thé bodrgeoisie to "Fulfill theexpectatlons G the

maSses“rélsed durlng the sﬁruggle for 1ndependence. y

Instlnctlvely; the masses thought that natlonall'ndepend€nc
and their own freedom would ‘mean one and the Same thlng,{ This
identityicwas encaumagedzby-the bourgeois .priopagandists,  Exploit:-

s5%féﬁ“was?toﬂbmialnékglditation‘dr whité-man's exploitation. Sinco
'célonia&:@ﬁxwhitE:ruleﬂhad3deprived»the-indigem85-Qf;almost every
"idpﬁﬁrfunityxof;exploiting:theirfnatiaﬁak;%brqthers', no one

+Yevdnigave ‘thought to the possibility of sueh exploitation.

Oliééfﬁﬁ&KWSS colonial or whife oligarchy. It was presumed
ﬁ%hé%”é%éé?éh=iﬁdiQéﬁOUSwgoVerﬂment and an indigencus:parliament
'”1Wef@'éé%“ﬂﬁg‘%ﬁé”@bvé¥nment would be automatically democratic
éhéLMbhﬁé“&édf@a€é5i€sélf’ﬁoftheqﬁeeds of the masses and be
""'édnﬁﬁéfiéd*by tHem., It was “évén Glaimed that egalitarianiism
T lias inadigendous €6 Africaler was even African nature. In.the

language of Nnamdi Azikiwe the African was 'his brother's:Kéepcr’.,

#9000 DRofdet, 'the peoplefstended simpl ¥ to mean indigenes as
“Opposed “totthe ‘dolonialvadministrator or: théswhite mans Since
the ‘indigenes didinot ‘hold power; the: dichotomy between: gover-
‘hment “&nd ‘thé p&ople was taken,to:mean one and theisame-thing as
T tHe di@hdtomy*beﬁwe@n=coiQnia&istsxand<the'colanised'or;petween

‘white oppredsors: and ‘the 'indigenés oppressed.

Maéé’feéén%ﬁénéuééaiﬁs%fcéloﬁiéi:éxﬁibitétiSE;aﬁd'éﬂﬁbcracy
was’ roused: byisuch humanistic slogans:-as 'That:the;universal
“brotherhood:shallibecome aireality' or *‘That man shall not be a

 oiwolf ctorman’.,  used bnynamdigAzikiwe;;n_hi§~ﬁewsp@pers,:orﬂsuch
-+ d populdst-slogan as *That the will .of the people is the.supremc
©olawtesEnc shortycthel African masses were exhorted.as by Nkrumah:

51»_lSea@yetfirststhewpol@ti;alfkingdcm:ahd»all,Otﬁerpthiﬂgs.%iil

¢

iibe. added unto:you'ss

£gle T
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Come independence, the.exploitation of the governed African

by the now. governlng Afrlcan,tht 1ntolerance of crltlcism by those

“who had made cr1t1c1sm of whlte rute thclr speCLallty, ‘the ncw

alllance between 1nd1'eneous bu51nessmen and the colonlal

";exp101£eru'% r‘Lhas now developed, the corruptlon, opportunlsm,
' :hypocrlsy and mcndaClty that haskiossomed to serve thls new dig=
Apensatlon all have greatly allcnated th mQSSes and created E!

ey

:deep well of dlecontcntv

rasc15m ln Afrlca 15 an attempt to prevent the d15111u51onc4
and dlScontented masses Irom belng organlsed by trade union
'1eaders, soc1a11ets or more patrlotlc and llberal bourge01s
ideologues towards a profoundly democratic solution to the

aproblems Creatéd by backwardness and colonlal rulc.’

The mere cXLStencc of 2 one—party state .or.a one-army state

does not 51gn1fy fasc15m°‘ In Tanzanla,‘Angola or Mozambique; for

"_1nstance, there 1s a oneuparty state. . In Etheopia there ds.:a

one-army states . Yet ln theSc cases we have genumne revolutlonary
orderastr1v1ng towards a new democracy free from., the explOLtetlon

of the people by the few, a real people s republlc.

Fasc1sm is r@ther a movement away from the deepenlng GE -
:democracyc 'It is a movement agalnst *he masses .rather than, An
tnelr favour. It is an attempr to ent rench agalnst popular
challenge tne political=cconomic power of the new ruling frater-
nity'df'in&igencocé'1undlords, bourge01s bu51nessmen, bourgeol°
bq;eaUcraﬁe and chelf neo—colonlal allleso
‘ Fascism exprcsses the objectlve economlc weakness of the
Afrlcan bourge0151e = ‘more correctly petty—bourge0151e ~ whg arc
ambltlous to develop ca pita llbm and are afrald of ruin. from'
1nstab111ty° In‘cctual fact, ‘the indlgeneoub bourge0151e lh
lAfrlca are, by and large petty—bourge01o, since they are only
:on the way to beconlng a class assoc1atcd with 1ndustr1allsm

whlch is the modern bourgeols class properly so calleda

Capltallsm lg\dCV»lOde through the contlnuous exp101tq+1
of workers and peaaants by what is - 1n1t1a11y a petty—bourgem.u
vclasso It 15 thls eXplOltcthn that creates an 1ndustr1a1 revo--
lutlon and the cap;tallsts that. emerge as’ the product of thln
vrevolutlonoa Thls exploltqtlon is carrled out by processes “which
"generate among otncr thlngs inf atlon, nnemployment, the convu*
of all dspects of soc1ety by bourgcols competltlon and all tnu
insecurities associated with it, hunger due to rural-urban
migration and the relative technological-financial backwardness

of agriculture, slums, strikes and other forms of urban and



rural misery and strife,

“Out of ‘this mixture of misery, antagonisms, insecurity
‘and ‘strife, arises ;absolutism. The bourgeoisie, petty and weak,
‘aré ‘frightened by rural discontent and by the urban forces which

its own ‘developnient unleashes.
! - Fascgism and the. Bourqgols Order
Crucial 1n tho development of fasc1sm is ‘the developmeqt

of “the worklng claos movcment,"Lhc worklng class occupy a gtrona
pOSlthh in modern 1ndustry as guppllers of 1abour. In a
neo—colonlal economy, espec1ally,a strlka of the wcrklng class

in a few towns 1s suff1c1bnt LO _paralyse the modern sector.

Hence the sectlons of the lndlgeneous bourgeols*e made up of
nascent capitalists are v1ra11y interested in preventing the

”worklng class from u51ng lta pOblthn in' the modern sector in

hanY way harmgyul to tnc developmtnt of czpltallsmo

The peasantry OCCUplCS a. vxtal position in-a neo-colonlal
economy because of the;reliance of such an economy on peasant
production and export. A development by the peasantry of a
‘deeper consciousness of their exploitation and still more thelr
_orgahisation for self ;liberation from exploitation is dangerbus

to the development gf capitalism.

Fascism manifests itself in underdeveloped countries as
-an attempt by the indigeneous bourgeocisie and their neo-colonial

allies to stem the tide of working class and peasant liberation
3 P

or egalitarian radicalism. The fascists suppress or subvert
democratic forms, lest they be exploited to undermine the '

development of capitalism.

When we speak of the bour080151a here 1t must be under—

stood that we are speaklng ‘of a section of the bourg80151e, for

thc bourge0151e are often divided on which policy will best suit
| he interest of their class. It is usual even for a section
‘of the petty—bourge0151e, the most éémdcraﬁié to turn towérﬁs
 the worklng class and- peasantry and towards socialism as a
solution to the crisis of thc colonlal and neo—colonlgl orders,
Polltvcally, cnererore, tbe bourge0131e do nct ‘form a monolithic

‘group.

e Thls 15 even mor@ Qé 1n a multlnatlonal country with Iittile

atlonal bourg801s 1ndustrlal and commerc1al bu31ness 1ntegratlorw



o )

Ethnic sections of the bourgeoisie inevitably practice

bourge01s chauv1n1sm w1th -abandon as tney compete for shares

”f the natlonal cakccl In this s1tuatlon7 the state bureaucracx,

fdomlnated by bourge01s~m1nded bureaucrats, becomes the bastion

sekeeperiof the natlonal consc1cnce and watc

7 of bourge01s ‘tnational unityaet: Fascism becomes a movement in

which this burcau-*atic*sttqtum of the bourgeols1e, actlng as

~dog;. of so~ca11ed

oro'nationad 1nterest'5 oss ys to 1moosc dlsc1p11ne on the: bourqcai

themselvesqs: ‘OFf cours theexpatrlate monopolles, lnbereshed ag

- wthey are in‘Keeping- the masses qulescent and exp101ted and in

tﬁ@;Stablllty of ‘the’ forclgn market wh1ch they exploit, are!

ever’ willing  allies of the bourgeo13 bureaucrats ln this disci-

plining enterpris e.

1

n”important factor thct promotes. the,rise:of absolutism in

the contemporary Afri can situation is tne role of the state in

-beurgeois primitive-accumulatlon° Because of today S concept of

sguided ’national'development’ through an enlargement of the

state sectory the state plays a much larger role 1n accumulatlon

S8 ar regulator of cconomlc act1v1ty. as a moblllzer of funds,

.,2nd. as: a central redlstrlbutor of economlc means accumulated by

vlt than hlthertoo Thus the stakes in the control of the state

U

by bourgeoils accumulators areit hu&h llgher in contemporary

underdevelopeo countries than during the epoch of cl‘551ca1

Fbourge01s prlmltlve Capltallst ‘doeumulatidn in Western Europc -

1400 to 1850, £ Consequently, the{group‘ofgbourge01s politicians

that. get lnto offlce to w1eldl state power: prefers violence’to
losing its pr1v1leoed position. Competing bourgeois ‘factions are
invited to join it in an absolut1S' ’all -party' exercise of

pawer; failing Vhlch they ale Suppressed oo o G YL e

%‘Moreover, ln thc contemporary 51tuat1on there are féw

'5§fk1ngs 1n the underdeveloped countries whose ministers and armv

can suppress tne'masces and hold the ring: while the bourge0151,

compete to accum lateﬂ? The place of .the king's. government and

P

army ls_taken by them‘The Presldent‘ civilian or mllltary, hlw-

self &’ bourge01s who dec1des the kind of:- 'opp051tlon' he and

~hls gang Of ' fellow travellers w1ll have and suppresses the rest.

In the Central African Republlc, 'The Pre51dent‘ in the:person

Gof Bocassoyeven: found it approprlate to proclalm hlmseif a-

.‘g}ngfemperorn- Bocasso, "Tike the prencn he adored, was mereld;

calling a spade a spade. A lover of form, he was not satisfied
with the reality of an absolutist kingdom; the form must be made
to fit the thing to the last detail. It is significant that he

was consciously aping Napoleon.
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QHEGEQyiéﬁéoiutiSﬁfiﬁ postwcolonial ‘Africa hasgia heavy hammer
aimed against the head of the w@rking class. The movement towards
fagsecism ds simply.inevitable as the crisis of the nep=colonial
dispensation:matures.. . The more orgamised and . polltlcally conscious
-+ the working classﬁisw_¢he more .pronounced is tﬁe—fags;st_check

‘en the development 9f-democracys

Creeplnq Fagclsm in querla

‘Th extent to wthh the tenden cy to faoc1sm can be contaln :d
-51n ngerla 15 problematlc° A force sustalnlng llberal democratic
notions here is the relatlve alze and 1eve1 of development of
_the mlddle class, Lhe rapldlty of that developmpnt and the polx~
ihlcal qulescencD Of the worklng class as @ class, all of which
1mpart to the bourg@01ole as meaoura of self—confldcnce and the
bourge0151e a measure of self—confldchP arnd the relative tole-
rance that results from this. The multiplicity of large“ethnic
“'droups means that there “are competing 'big-nation' chauvinisms.
- #:3inte, ‘on the national level, no ethnic bourgeois< detachment fi nds
“ititeasyto:suppress ‘the others and assert dominance, the bourge-
‘0isie hdve perforce to bart gain as-they do in a market and work
outi‘compromises. On less than the national level, however,
whereverithe bourgeoisie of: one.ethnic group ‘can be supreme,.

it ‘does assert its supremacy by fascistic tendencies,

Furthermore, the compromising game in Nigeria is an =
1nvolunt3ry product of factors beyond bourgeois control and does
. la ge measure .
not’ sprlnqz rom any democratic ‘philosophy or conviction, As
evéhﬁsv%ave‘already~shown, it is ‘ro ‘guardntee against military
absolutism but can, in fact; provoke it, It 'can do so either
f““beééu§é§Of“thé*impreS§iéhVof”gﬁépingf fwitholt a'sense of direction”
which it "promotesior bécause the capacity to ‘compromise will

f,;ayap@r@tagwhenfthe,isagegggmvolve‘irrecqncilable_interests,

-On the debit 'sidé of the prospects of democracy is the
Présidentidl 'systemy a’facile machifie in the hands of the most
dpﬁoftuﬁisﬁié, philistine, poWer?hungry, bureaucratic and
 opposition-hating bourgeois group if any couhtry. . On the debit

side also’one may-pgut the'follewing consiferation. Since 1950,
“thé Nigerian working class has been largely divided and a-politi-
r”-éiséd;‘ Induétfiéllyfandipolitiqalxyﬂthe working class has for

thirty years handed the bourgeoisie a sweet holiday. With a
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) Qer§istent inflatlon 1n the economy, this easy time. is unlikely
to 1 |

tumuchwlongero

fodao o Whaty wiild Happen when the consClousness ‘and mood of ‘the
w.:;worklng cilaks: change- can be guessed frOm ‘the fact that thé
~-.1964: .general strike was followed byi.a move"” by-the“goVernment to
ba_n:strikese The rag of strikes that eruptéd during the civil
war was met by a virtual ban on strlkes which the civilian regime
has not repealled° The 1980 general strike lS belng met by a

parllamentary move by the ruling bourge01s party, the NPN to

“Zydigband the Vlgerlan Labour: Congreso, ‘the unlted front organl~

- iisgtidn of “the ngérlan proletarlatu

: jf It stands to reason from what we’ have sald that the ex1sten
'Vof the ngerlgn Labour Congre%s 15 both a potentlal source of
:_strength for the democratlc forces and a potentlal danger to

_‘capltallsm°
ST Dy Wi BT i i e e

, Fascxsm, as we, have seen, ls & retreat from llberal democrecv

:on the part of A bectlon of, the beurgeolsle in order to .prevent

the use o democratlc 1nstruments by p@pular forces to redress

”Qthhe wrongs created by bourgeois .ageumulation. In Africa these

rongs lnclude ;the wrongs of colenialism - an extention. of
\European capltallsm - whigh now work :to:-the:advantage of the
\1nd1qeneous Jbourgeois groups. that share~econom1c 1nterests with
colonlallsmc

. U% Whilbt the bourge0151e speak volumes about natlonal unity,

\ilt feels. threatened by. the: natlonal unlty of" the werklng classoe

THence the destruction of the hational unlted front of the-
JWOrklng class is naturally high Qn:the list 'of prioritieés of

th:the fascistic bourgeoisie. iy 1f we. understand the matter: properly
‘Lthe attack on trade union unlty isa fascistic attack.

o Between 1968" and 1975, the military regime passed ‘shackling
trade ‘union- laws under. -which it is an offence punishable by
imprlsonment for anyone to go.on strike in an 'essential servic ’
or do anythlnq that the bourgeois: autnorltles .can:interprete

~as undermlnlng Tach, a,, Seryvices. The ;law defines 'essentlal ‘service
~. in such: a way. that ;practically avery. activity.on which many
wingerlan workers are employed falls under  its:i~In fact,: as the

law stands, the only tnlng a -trade. unioncan legally do is déclare

v e
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A trade dlsputc,lenter into a long negotlatlon and, in the
"‘flnel analy31s, accept the VCrdlCt of an arbltratlon tribunal,

Strlkes are ruled outo_‘

As’ far as, the worklnq class movement lq concerned faSlew
is qlready -a: fact . in ng@rldov Pre51dent Shagari respondlnq to
the 'interests of: 1mper1allst blg—bu51ness and its ngerlan
friends, has turned -3 deaf . -ear to pleadlng from trade unlonlstg
that the lawsshadkllnq the labour movement be repealled. It is
1nterest1ng that, not. even colonlal rulers found it neceqsarv

or de51rab1e fo make such laws in querla,
Ly Y _5,

The attack on, trade unlon unlty is a stepping up of

faSClSth attack on. the- iabour movemehtoq

Fascism is creeping. There have occured the deportation

of an opposition leader £the Shugaba qffalr)' the assassination
of an opp051tlon leader (Dro Mohammed) the attempted murder of
an OppOolthn govcrnor “(an attempt on the 11fe of.-Governor
Abubakar Rimi) ‘1nsp1red riots in a state with an opposltlon
government (Kano State); the massacre of peasant protesters
(in“SéketOZState)g the turming of the police into political
thugs who treat opposition governors as political criminals;
~the harrassqent of Lhe @ppoq1tlon press by the 1ncrea51ngly
politicised pollce' the: irnstigation of the armed fq;;ee by the
Pres;dent agalnst oppooltlon pollt1c1ans' the emphasievon stabi~
»llty, Stablllty and Dtlll more :taolllty, the deliberate creation
fof a governmentel culeure in whlch every criticism and every
;demand by the people even for entlt‘ements clearly slegitimised

by law is regarded as ’confrontatlon“; Ehie darken1ng ethos' of
egovernment by threats rather than by persuatlon through welcome

deeds° The rlng is: c1051nqo

There 15 no country where fasc1sm suddenly appears one
»uggly day llke a bolt from the blue° In all countries it
creepso When thc deﬂocratlc forces allOU themsélves to be,
1mmoblli7ed paralysed or OVerwhelmed fasc1sm completes its
vc;rclegl At the end of the day thousands of democratic men,
‘._women and even chlldren have their lives" squeezed out by ‘the

tlghtenlng noose° 

1E-is possible,, Jhow.in, ngerle for those commlted to dono”
cracy to roll back fascism and avert a catastropheo However

‘that depends on their readiness to rally. If anyone still pratt’
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of democracy, however, while feeling that an attack on-trade
unions is'a matker for the trade unions: alone, that the massacre
of peasants is the affair of an, isolétéd grcup of wvillages alone
that the~mhrder of an opp051+1on leader is the concern of a
51ng1e famlly, party or state, or that attempts to assa531n1tc

a- govcrnor whlle a pOllthlSed pollce force 100ks on 1s the

; buﬁlness of that governor, then that person needs to take a
1ook elther at *he his tory or fasc1sm 1n other countrles or at
'v‘“th thls COUﬂtry sllpped from an ettempf to destroy an oppo»ltWJp

' perty into ar c1v1l war. and thlrteen years of mllltary ruleo

. Always, partlsans of democracy need.remember that the
Pre51dent1a1 systew hoqes speclal canger requ1r1ng addltlonql
vigilance which must be crganlsed and collectlve 1f 1t is to

. mean anythlnge L

SRt TS e o

Thc Humanlstlc ChallemOe,,

Oppobltlep to fesc1sm w111 never succeed 1f 1t 15 a struqolw

of naked power, hunger agalnst naked power hungerovh

e
LT

1 Fasc1Sm s not: only ccunter—dem@cratlc as’’a’ matter of gover -
to

vmental sty1e9 Tt lo also . counter--humanlstlc° OppOSlth

m mugt be ‘based .on humanlstlc pr1nc1p1csn

’ Tociem thc tlde of FasCLSm in ngeflc, three thlngo are
required,a‘ ' S

Firsts, the worklng class movement,‘tie most organlsed
section of the people in modern life and the first v1ct1m of
fasc1sm, must. developlpew polltlcal consc1ousness and begln a
polltlcal struggle for democracy and: its own. J.nterestso "The

«--trade ‘union movement cannot be an island. The. labour mcvement

cannotibe:- free or. dcmocratlc if fdscistic tenden01es prevallo

- Secondly, democrats cx My dil partles ‘Pust” recognlse the
’rdanger tor democracy in Nigeria posed by fleudals! tradltlonallst:
" of"3T%  hues who wish to -retain ancileént prlvlleges by clever
“:allxances “withy cppor*unlstlc sectlone of the»bourge0151e, They

“mist - alsos recognloe the danger congitituted by the smé i;cabdl

U off opportunlstlcr1ntcllectua]s, businessmen, (usually contraC~OfS

e grOW1ng’wealthy from state ‘projects or agents of forelgn mono~-

poly flrms), ambltlous bureaucrats, bread and butter p011t1c1an 4

;ﬁcarrerlst and sycophantlc writers and publlc1stq w1tn no prthlpl,w
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‘ behinqﬁtﬁeir pens, and ethnicch’auvinis—ts°

People of’ thls kind arL concentrated in the Natlonal P rty
iBFiNigeria which stands out moré and more clearly as merely a

motely- crowd of all sorts of money and'pbsition—seeking‘gangsters
 There must develop against thlS grouplng a broad democratlc

;movement° #y

Thlrdly, thcre 1bineed now ln ng ria to place humanlsm in
the centre. A powerful movement must amerge that serlously
seeks to realise Dr. Azikiwe's humanistic prlnc1ples. 'That
mari~shHall not bé a wolf to man' and 'That the:universal broth“r—

* hood' shall-becodme! a’reality' This’-makesa—thé Peopletls " :
;Rbdemptlon Party part1Cu1ar1y Jmeortant.z e U A

e

Thc PRP is a mass—orlcnted party seeklng a new soc1él
_order free of all exp101tatlon of man by man. Thls lmplies the
1f£destruct1@naof feudallsm;ﬂneoacolonlallsm and: capitalism and
ﬁ?xthe:constructiohféf?a new._huhanism:.on theircruihsé“ This prin-
ciple of the PRP is the.sam&.as that:embddiéé in Zik's humanise

tic sloganse.

All over the world, the new humanism does not speak simply
of the so-called 'freedom of the individual' as the old dide
For as we now know, this may mean freedom of a bourgeois
individual to exploit a working class or peasant individuale
The new humanism speaks of man: the liberation of all indivie

duals and all groups and soclieties of men from all exploitation.

The People's Redemption Party will develop only when it
continues consistently to place the issue of the new humanlsm
before the Nigerian people; only when it strives to relly all
democrats and humanists against all forms of anti-~humanis® mani-

festations

I hear an 1lnordinate amount of silly talk about Nigeria
being a great country. It is not a geographical area that can
be greatj; only a people can be. Greatness in a people depends
on what they do. It is insulting the world to call the United
S étés a great country because the exploiters and racists therc

are armed with mountains of dollars and guns. Similarly, it is

being mean to call Nigeria great because she has an ocean of
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of mineral oil and:more hungry human beings. than the rest of
Afrlcao Plny G"reco wag great when she showed the world the

ratlonal l¢qht ou% of thc traditional darnness of far flung

'emplrosa“ fhe Brl"lah the Preﬂ”h and the Amcrlcans were great

when thev rev‘aWpd to the Norid the way out Of foudal back~
wardness and obscurantlsma Sma ‘1 CUbd? Small Angola and smal1
Vletnam are currently great because they have placed the new
humanlsm on the agbnda Df the’ day and are show1ng manklnd how

d

Lo flgﬁt for 1t°r ik :  -' T w;. o i

ihe struggle for ,a . new soc1a1 order is the only completg

qnswer to fasc1 M or. any, tcndency hostllo to democracy. The

African will be'grea+ only when hL fights for what is new, what
puts mankind a s

('T’

ep forw rd ln 1ts self=development and what

‘is universally valid.

mo BXperience has, gshown that the struggle against autocracy
nywhere requires. 2 deep philosophy of liberatione Without it

no -apparent success can be permanent.
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