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Dear Prlnee,

Thanke so much for your letter and your lnterest ln the

lesuee I try to ralse tn my arttclee'
you elosed your letter by advleln* rne ty* shouLd leave the

man alone. He has much work to do I know 1t j's Juet a womanfa

ternptati on rt.

Ict me open my anBwcr tly cltlng .from Ttmes InternatlonaLof
Honday, JanuarY 26, t981 I -

ttrf you eonslder youreelf overworlced, you had better thlnk

agaln. A report eomplled by Peter Adamson and publlehed b]' the'

Untted l'tatlons states eategorleally, thet women work twlce 8s

hard aE mcnt' (Page lt)
rrCIl the home front cooklng and waehlng, ehopping and

eleantng, sevrlng and mendlng, looklng after the ol'd and

brlnglng up the you,r€f - a woms!.rs work le probably ae tlrlng

as 8 manr8. fut on top of that, moet of todaylE women aL6o

have a iob outelde of thelr own four wa1ls'
trBlt lt le on the ehoulders of thr 1600 mj-ILlon women of

Afrlca, Asla, end Latln Imerlca that the i:urden of the houhle

Job, fa1ls moet heavlly. For thenn the WOrking day commonlJr

beglne at L.,JO or 5"OO am. and ends 16 hor:rs later, aE they

etnrggle to meet most baele needg of thelr farnllleo - for fond'

waten, flrewoodrclothee and health eare '
,,Tn the popular lmaglnatton the women of the Thi'rd l!'or'ld'

hmsrxrtrdxrrtss 100k after the house and ralse the ch1'1dren

whilst the men 1d&k after the land ancl ralse t'he croper' ft1t

reeent researeh has blown thts myth eky-51*1'"

'Accordlng to the Unlted Natlono Food and Agrtcultune

lrgarLleat I on ln Ro$e 1 !P{l:rtl.tr are reEponBlhitr for at 1eaet 
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5O per cent of all food. productlonrr
ItA study by the Hcononle esnmteeion for Afrlca, for

examBle, hae shown that women do 60 per cent to 80 per cent of
all the agricultural. work on the cor:tinent, Plus 5O pen cent of
all- anlmal husbandr.v anel 1OO per cent of the food procecslns"u

According to tire edttorlal of tge!--4fgige{ Auguet lr,

1960 "-f,'omen are oh oppre ssed group. fhe d"lecrimtnatlon agalnet
them in part of'I*eet; .{ifrica call only ba compared wlt}t the

dlscriminatlon a6ainst bllack6 by whltes 1n eouth Afri4a'f.
Irrfact, the very same men w]ro proteet thet blacke tn south

Africatc"., only work as servants or serve aa cheap labour force,
regarC their own wlves as personal Ecrvallt$ and. flnd lt in order

that wcmen provicie al"mcst all of the unpatd labour perfor'ned

in their soetety.
According to tfie Frogramme of Actton released by th-e 1979

$opuniragen Oonference on the Unlted Natlons Decade for Women,

the preoent situatlon la guoted as fo1lowe, "t'thllo they

repreeent !0 per eent of the world populatlon ({n fact, more

tiran that) ano one thirci of the officlal lebour force, worn{:n

1:erform two-thlrds of all the worklng houre and recelve on'i"y

one tenth o1'the worJ-a incomc &no o&tr less thari (one per cent)

of worlcl proPertYt'.
These are facts. I'low you agk me to leave nen aloue' Can

you teI1 me, utro wll1 Co all this wprk, when women etart
becornlng reluctant to be explolted l1ke this"i l,!'onrt lt tle nen

who vrllI ltave to share a blt more?

Iiow on earth do you get the tdea that tt le chtlcltrearlng

and nurslng f like men to share 1n?

f dontt think you reallee how serlous tho lssues I try to

ralee with my artlcles arc. lftb wo6en arc human belnge. We

ehould have a rlg-ht to a decent Itfe, to lelsure and pleasure,

whlch llren enioy, usually on our cost. '

I don I t krrow nhether you are aware of the Human Righte

Deelaratlon of 1979, ltts xtkxn one of the most flrndamentaL
, r r/3
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l{uxrrn Rig}rte.Pse}aretimx After the rlEht to llfe cornes the
rfrlght to freedom from s.laver:y and eervj.tude|' Tet v/omen are
consldere<i natural gervants to men, Juat fon beln54 femalel
Arent t,*'omen hum.ans?

ft rnay aleo lntnest you to know that the 0,4U has adopted
an Afrlcan Charter on Human and Peopleer Rtghte whlcl: (treclare$
to figlit.
'r.,.&11 fcrmti of dlser,lmtnatlon partl.cularly th.ose 'baserl on

race, ethnle group, colour, sex, langua,ge, :re11g1on, anC

po1ltlca1 opinlollil.
In aoaltion artlele 18 eelle for the frellmlnatlon cf r,ys1,1,

dlscrlnlnation agalnst wor4enrr, Ye6. Dld you know thl.s?
You are buey moeklng me wlth the eueetion. rcrhether Chriet

should have been man or wornan, Shy d.id yr:u only,orotest tlie
artlcle in rr,hich" f claimed IIe muet retunn aE I vrorranr

tt:lfect nothlng
I

Yl'as bhe article decl.eringl lvomen aB too basc,
better but slaves for Chriet to be a wom&n alright to you'i I i'eel
suclt articles whlch have no objectlve but to rldtcule ai:'d

debr:se vroiilen should be ehallenged.
I chal.Lenged lt. f donrt thlnk I ehould tre blanecl for 1t"

I iiave r1o regr.e b cloing 1t, no matter how much ]rou mock rne for
J l, .

i'lo hunan betng challengtng hlo explolten for equal rl,1lhts
iioes unpunlsl'red. Rlacks are shot, Women are ntdleuled, as yolr

so apt11'do nith your story of old oplnsters who eantt flriti a

huEba.r:id. agairr !)ecause they lnsleted on equal rlghts when they
sere young.

f bear your r'faqdfe with prlde. f know I am not alon:, . Le
tt

are many, and you cannot turn the clock baekr ilo matter how

hard you try,
J dorirt know what you mean wlth natural sex dlffererices

betweeri uerr and lyonen r... 14e have them all. rlght but do rve neerl

thern for cooking and sweeptng? Let *e aaaurc you that the limbe
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wC neerJ f'or cocking onc algeeplng afe all gu'ner1 by men as wei-Lt

and there 1s certai.nly lothf.,g Brx spcctftc ahout thetn' And

thouglr y(e may bc weaker we are dolng the h.arder worrkr &nd morre

of lt on top.
f have no lnterest ln A wOr'l-d t}hefe viome}l fUle and rnrn

Eervant8. I }iave intere et in a t'orld whlch w111 be }:r'lilt

Juatlce and not on exPlottatlon a vrorld ln whleh the olcl

rul.e of mlght ls rlght w111 be rrplaced try ceioperatlon, un

standltrg and Iove.

"ry
d.cr- |
",.*C

L------ Ae rong a8 wonen arc left out ln an attempt to build thls
world thls cannot be achtoved. Y!€ women are half at fiX'* human-

k 1n<1 .
Ionrt you thlnk this ls worth wrltlng for I have oft*n been

tolri that the vlews r expreos on Tromen lasue8 aro tfdangerous.rr

Tf'T ask what makee then rlangeroug, I am belrr.g angwered that

they deetnoy farnllY 1i.fe.

;:i.l l . .1.':
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Re J o1nr;e r ; the po1 It,1c-41*Ss on omy of--gogg4 i1t'-t-q-rL-L-C.[

r'"oinen ln thJg count'ry hr:ver e'torted s1:'eaklrii:' ilfl

for thetr rtptrts. .A.$ y.,omen exnertenced throughout tl:e

workl , they are be lniJ rJ d lculcd f or tt, &Ilc pro'rerl Y,':"on i
for <icJnl'eo hy nellr no mattt"l" hov: obl'lcue"I1" wrcl:i- t'l:e

IlIirl t-' i,].1':11!n*]:l tat 1on.

,tfhe potitlcal eeonOny of wolterl-i l-lberal,tni'irt i.c

a Lypic*i"L exl"lr:iple l.'or tirlr: :la1e strtlte.:1;r to ltc e p' H{)t}lai'r

I11 ihrr ir ii:fer'i,lr pInce. 'lli'r€ f'a':t ti'iat' the /':Lit'lla:' clrxle'q

up wi rh Lhe Correet slolUtl..tr ( theuAt' n':t tiir"Ori;:"i' th j"n'i';-inrrt

but Llrrough ci tiriri i:'gl'x) lrirr:eif i']:iit' ]iouir'::h'lLtl 'l')r';:fi
munt be lhar'ed aitu ciril-iirfl:i r:rtl'e.d f6r coitinun;:11f i:ro ttl::]i

worilen Can ctop i.|v1r:;r vleariouCl.,1' LiiyruS;?t r';ien arrd slrtl.i'

&akirrg; lr.rr1.ract cn societ.y irr tlrc'i r orn r'1 ':'ht, rr(-,'e.ci r, ot'

chirnge bire E:al11 niale: s I ra te l,y . Tr,!'lC t , t irg t'ir 1- ii t:.;r OtrJ-.1r

I

r;lLr,,ws thaf, }','oiiien ts tl'r iliklll;'r prO(luctr: ol.tj 'Yvl:'t)llrlt 'llr(] tr'

arrl,rr)nc.l-, rnlsqltrecteo and their pdi'Upalcl:!vir tl; I 1'--..-'if '-''

llhe nutlror:' doeE Iiot hrsJ tats to irrinl: fc:"r'iir'i* ttre-'

mor,t, ohvloitsly frrlse a::5;r-r.me1tr to 'nr'ove lftl$iitlri 'r: j::]:iI i1':l

tr: see things'in tlreJr eorrect f;erpretive'
ii.i r$t, he ,:laimSr pett-v boi]r11eOtS wcmcn ll1?v€' lli)

r j r.ht to speak for women , 'fl1ti, thle 1o1:1c, ]'!I]rx hr'fr '"' o

ri:rht to speak for the trrroletar.lntr arrd first *lircl;gevvrostl

a nr,1v j 1e'/reci (rrnrier(dreduaie ) :1ttn hsE 3161 pj;l;h t tc $p{'r.}k

for ot--nrc-s$ed w*o,Yr,€Il . Altho,:gh he ha$ tlrerefore, 1ti the

very flr,srt para.graph, d1s0uaI1f,ie,3 irllneeif. f'cr il"r,i tit:1:

the artiel.e at sl1, he eontlrruee wtth stluillvi;r r';tut-'irr

arfl-ilnen tat 1 on .

It j.s; \lrorJi; that the felr:jrtte t atialyr i '.1 1..i.:ll''t*
, r/2
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off fro::r btolerileal dlfferenCog r fivery analyetr, aleo

the feqinlst anal;rs,!g, st.arte off' from the qIpgf,ig..U,c,g

of Qlpreselon. ff wonen donf t come up wlth the solutiott
that they are olprssBcd by capltallet organlzatlon of
soelety, but "oy l','renr thle le 8or because they SStSSIg*gg.

themselvee as $PPreeeect by BGIIr I do not kriOw how any

womp;i cart experlet:ce ner oppreeeJ.on tlifferent]-y. Tt is
the uran who ec:-rtr,,clg the houeehold mone,'y'. Tt ls tite tngn

who beatsr her t',,hen the meal 1e late' ft le the;nsi Yli'ro

expects her to $erve hlm foodr tlrrl eerve htm fon hts
eexual ueterJi;, ..vhether ehe iras anY Of nOt (f*pe le :"rOt

poeeible 1n nner.r.lflfi€ o. . rg;1d ilOt One elngle wgman would

ever pass eueh a )"aw)

thts experlenced nele opproeolotr 1e sxpletned b;'

femjnlets ttpou.$ btolc,gieel dtffere:::ce[ir Olly wo]t1€n can

be rapef. lfionert iiecome helpless tl"lrou;;lr pl'tl{flallcy snd

chl1rlbirth, and a.rq th.erefc,re very eusl-1y explol tercl .

T,OmeR are ?hy$lCa11.1; 'i,'eaker trnrl Wlne.rgble beCeur,ie the.ir

have evrn :ir)re hel,oleee hahlee tr: protec t.

li{en explott t}r1a vulnerabiltty and he}B}esBnees by

maktng lvol'nell their eervantg. tlto author Says that $uch

blolo;r1ca} exrrlanatlone ape myntleal and dai:gergus.
(fne nrgumelt that $omen arc created from the rtb of a

man le af courFe n6t brorght for*ard by femJ"llets, but

by mal-e chauvlni*te), There 1s really nothlng mystlcel-

or darrfierou8 nhr:ut such thlnge, except aomebody feers the

tnrth,
As long a6 rromen cannot protect themselvee otherwlset

they have no cholce but to avold the trape - that ls thelr
aexuaL ftnctlon ae beArers and nurgess of' bableg - Wittch

rnake thenr auch e&By pr&y for fi,$ exploltatlon through iirerle

Of couree women have not iecaped capttallet
exploltatton when they have eecaped male exploltatton.
fut s.g long aE s,omen CoOk for thelr'menr 8o that men c&n

/st la
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d.o the thinklng wlthout trelng dleturbed by dalLy chores,

and hecorne heroes ln the revolutton, for gg long women Ere

!oin,, denled rnanhood. (or should T eay hunanhooctr) Hldri6e
Cleaver salri of the black (male, of coursell) Anerlcano

I

'\Ad ehal1 have our rnanhood. !1'e ehall have lt, or the earth
eha1l be ehattered ln 6xrr attcmpto to get tt.rt fyplcal ffi&Ilr

l{o, thls ls not the alternatlve fo6rs. The alternatlve
ts: r,Tl'e (women) shalt i:ave otrr humanhood. trtr'6 eha1l have

tt or Justlce anc freedorn for all wtll not heve been

aehleved tt. Ae elmple ae thle. The alter':rattve ts not
deetructlon of the wor1d, but the alternattve ts cantlnued

tnjustlee and all tho sufferlng and all the huroan mtoery

(ror both males and femelce, that fo) whlch goes v;lth
It. There 1s no need to adcl to thle through hee tructionl
wonen are the beare(rand nuroerg Of humanklnd. As long am

they suffer lnjuetlee 8nd filleery, humuu ]<lnd y;lLl be

afflletecl with tnJuetlee srld !illseqr' Ae }ong as wo'iien are

dletcrecii.ted for having only vrrong perspectlves, thc worlcl

vrlde etx1ggle for human emanglpatlon f'rom the chalne of
proflt lntcreete on the cost of human necd.g w111 be foul":ht

by half of msnklnd. Soclallet or6lanlzntlone wlll so long

not have fen.raLe :nemberehip ae long ae they are denleci thc

abtltty to ref1ect the1r, experlanee eorregtly. Llon r 1; te1.I

any wonAn she ia not oppresgcd by BCIIr She cxpertencee

da11y to be oppreaee(i by men. I{er lntellectua1 abilitles:
p- by maLe colleag;uea aa tt'lbottotiare rldleuf,ii at ltnlveroltY

poWcllrf . Before thst, ehe ls tolC she does not need

edueatlon ,'tSecauee she le a WofiEIlUr Laberr she :reed$ hrr
huebandf o pernileelon for thoueande of da13-y thlng*.

The author may thlnk dlfferently. That doeo not l"lve

h1m the rlg.it to d,eny that male oppresston le the tlai).y

experlenee of m11llons and mllllone of women. 1F,& have the

6CArS On our bodlee whlch pnoYc 1t. The laws prove 1t

a1so. The custome prove lt. And what about rtoll-aoCiallet
,afl,
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women who are Uulfea and bceton lnto submteelon anrl ar&

unable to free ttrsrnselves (auo to lawe and Coetoms) other'-

wteethanbyaequlr'lngeconomletndepcndengo?Toeueh
women,war:e ]gbour doee not mean coptta}tet cxploltatlorr, but

lnrJe pendence from eruel and oppreeclYC o€D r

T wonder 1',61ry lfarEaret Thateher comea 1n' $he v/as

not a eandtdate of the women. Tn\faet, eha was foufht by

orqsnlzed womcnr Juet Ltkc uiuzore'wa ls belng fourlt hy

organlzedtrlackelnBhorjeBla.rfwed.onotwe,nttobe
raelstuorsexlsts,wemuet].earnthatltlenotthesexCr
the rase or thc natlonaLlty of ,#F tne claes memberehtp of

a person that eounte, but, whose lnttreetd,(o4) he standa for'

The ar:tte1e . "$o11ttca1 8co*o*v of \rt'bmen te ftt'erriti oi:'l

te ona ntngle ***l* on women because tt dlecredlte the

nbtltty of wornen to thlnk eonrcetly. It Gven dentefi \Tomen

the abtlltv to report on thetr experLence correetly' A$

lon.qasBenv,'llldlecredltueasBoonas'$eopenourmouth
and a8 long aF they explolt our blolorrlcal wlner"aUrhrty

there yrc:nrt be many womcn ln any flrbllc area. ft ld;rn to

the mcn to ehange thte. sr€ can only prtese for laws to

proteetus.I,'lewomenrthOu*",htltffercntfromm€ntare&s
capablcend'aPint'e31161enta8rattonal,tenaclou.qan<i
eoura,:eC,u8, 8s eny other human tle!.ng, whether nen recclF:r:tze

thls or not. l1e have nothlnfl to ehanfie'

Tire wholr lseue ( Feminlet,s vereue Harxlete) seems

to me a pseurlotonfl{ct. rt le as $rong' to ggggsg $omen

for experlenclng wage l.abour not ao capl tallat explolt$tlon'

but as ltteiratton from nale oppreesi.on, aa tt ln wronfi to

aeeu$t' a poor freaEnnt for bclnp: happy when he finde 6: iot:

eo that he earl now af.ford perhapa erothrlng ancl medte*I

treetrnent, v,i:1ch hefore he eou1d. not. $}rch exrrerlences

of gratef,lr]ncos toward eamethln56 w}rlch obJectlvely lg

exploltatlon, should not he !!ggg[ on people ' They shou]C

onlybetakenlntoeon8tceratton,!norc]er,toavotdvyron6{
analyeis cf the sltuatlonr .../5



Ftemlnlst ,srcups are aLl- eociallst but the:r also
eupport women tri fneal,ni,i ttrengelv*s from nale o'Jprgor:1aq

Ehr are not soelal.tsts ' Thcy are r:"ot farxlet, hecni-:^*e

irarx did r:ot, apnly the coll6cr{ueneec of dlvlslcn nf lahour
to the divlslon b*tweerl men and women, but to th* dlvteton
betv;een men orrly. Ilrt at no potnt ls the eontiriuatlon of
an analyele 1n thte dtrectlon reetrlctedl ancl at rriariy pointe

1t le formulated. tn the outl1ne. H,ather ttrarl cjefYin*l t'*fu-

mlnlet movementa for bolng not Sarxlet; the llarxtct anal.)'sXs

ehould also be applled to the divlsior,{of iabour lretween men

and. viomen, aa lt hae 6fficq rseen
colonlaiism.

Tf two dlffenent mathods of approach lea<l to
<itfferent reeulte, there le eorilethlng wrong esmewh€r€r

Centainly lt 1s comect that Tromen ean ver;/ eas:il:r be

exploltt<L oi-i the bael.e of blologtcal diff'enencssr If
l{ar:xlsts ecoff at thls, they only pnove that tirey flnd
fault sith 'urollien where therC ls none. They ehoulci the::
practige self cr'1t1clem: they wtll realizo thab it ls
dlfflcult for men ln gencral, to glvc women credit. Thte

le nothlntr but a reflaetlon of a.Ee-old powen Olstrlbutlon lrpt*<+*

men and womcn, and not a prosf that the fefintntet an*lyeIo
J

1e wron,{.!.

5 Q-7y

d..been applied 1e r'iee-
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The fr'eedom f aeked for: oa to aE:soelate wtth

v,,h om T 1 lke , t,o ch ose the of relattonehiP T 1Jke, to

deelcle myeelf whether tt lude Eex or not, to sPe'nd

my norreJ' on nhat I Pleae toptc and waYs of

communl

those f ir.d about wLth wtiorn,
(

t a
o go artd come &s llke ancl

hope f haventt forgotten
women are not f'rce to do, bu

Iiromc'n uouallY adJuet to men

thoee resPecte.
I have alre'arlY, b

move in with hlm agaln'

J"

those are th lnge

der an rightri '
ed.s 1n al.1

I want to keeP mY ovm houee, lvhere

i: '! 
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rll,i'lt l

! I l.
l.l
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he l'ioultl he alvrays ro'elcome of' coursc r
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It is a standlnp: joke tn lvofitentg lroup8 tha+" a$ 80011

as y/omei1 helng up the toplc of thel:r oppresston, *{f ieeil'4

b5r f,or:rgeous lren t[at tie have been"mlseled to see as oppr6-
qston what i;r reallty ia a prlvtled/ife (to fe confinecl to
menlal. 1r-rC tnivlal -xxt act,ivlttes) - not t,o have to earn

moneJ/, wher.eas, yhy cornradeB lwe are told. that we neglect tlre

naj.n eontradletlon, r.rhlch ls not the contradlctlon between

men alti uonon, bltt clsse eontradlction.
T irave r:fte;r for:nd that men hnve 6lfftculty # un,i*r'-

stan,litthe tle.ntli. of oirr da11y fiurnillation ( ot' CouI'ge, 'becnuse
)

in arr r)r-lpI.e saiVe Soe lety m4n ane natr:ra]ly allvAYB invOlvecl ln

1t, 1rre,o.trt,et1ve of thelr lntcntlons) , and there tor{lannot
ap!,reclata l\,hy vio,rrnf s grour6 take tha Cirectlon they have

takrn so far, Tt i."q t?rerefore nece6sary to outllne the

essentlal feat,;ren of women rc exlstenee.

if ) The ;riost pervitsive experlcrrce f'or rvomen ts the

fact tltat qre are not magters of our, llves. C\]r

o'*'ti will El'trl own amblttono <1o not count' In

l{lgeri,lr, many glr"ls must earn money early, to
help ftnance thelr trrotheret edueatlon. 1[']:cy may

tre coerced tnto marriage becauge of the illaterlal
ber:et'lte for t.he parqnts. Jn marrtafe t Yc ere

e'xpect,ed to suppont rru'n huebandsr llfe-a1ms, 6k

the cost of our oiltrI, rn frequent discussions I
have not j eed that men are almost, totally obllvj ous

of the fact that women ha.ve ,rr* alme dlI'ferer,t
from these ments asplratlon$. Rather, any refu$a1

to support the men, ln perceived aE rtmlsbehavlou4't

t"r/2
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and sarrctir:rred. lYomen mdrc there ,orol,tf" experlence that
1

they get punlshed for anythlng they nrletake on thelr olsl1r

fn faet, their value J.e oaly exelusively measured t* bl',the
childr.en ftrelbear$ anC the &abour &hq provldeei' for thw,r1"')' - 

)" I
huebartd$'

Coneeruentl;r, women are Bereeived as pe'E6lve,

ci ependern t , r and unam t,it,ions, y,'her'eas cur o1:1'I t:xperir:nce
js to be t'orced aglainet our w111, being kept depencterr t ,

enri to lltse in fear of beatings and other sanctions like
rlr1lcu1e, repfrlmand. and, not the leastr rcJectlon'

2, The stronflest soclal motlve is doubtlessly the eerual
motive. C6nseoue,rt1.y, the sallgtlong agaluet YvOnenfs o'\i/n

wtl1 are rfio$t Eevere where lt concern6 sexual activity .

'nhi1e men ar,e marle to feel proucl offfheir sexual actlr'lty,
women are macle to feel ashamed' of "jtr Men boast wffi f

sexlal con1ueets, w6rner) hlde the irs, ),len are CalleC btg

i;uy.$ or pla1, boyo for belng eexually activee wo!1411

l;nrioral or waywarc. rI man rylto is unfortunate vilth J'jrst
ex;.rcricrrce6, w111 be erlvleed to p.act*u mo'e; B wonerl

(ueua113, refere6 t. as ,tgirl t') woulu t:e cautloneO, en.i

advlseo' that women are made 8o tiiat thel' have to pt'oir,ct

themselves emotlonally by stayln;g away fron nnent otirerwlse

they w111 get hurt' rut the Eanctlons become concrete

when serual act Lvit5r reeults in prepliancyl wh tch J s 01'

cour.Be lotr,lrrl but the natural con$ec1uence oI'sexual" acttvit:,'
nu lte i norpenclent of mtrrria.qe . IyOs:ern i:iet beaten f'or tre lnfi

pr,egnant, saci<ec1 f'rom their institutlong of learnirr6l {pf o'u)t

thi s of'tetr even when they ane marrled ), they may be sackeci

J'rom Jobs, but certelnly they forfelt thelr' pey efp 1

mater.nity leave, and they are soclally oatl/eclsed, all even

uten ttie pr€gnaricy ip thg resul-t of rape, fi,hiei', i.e rnucl:r

tttw 
^4,xore often the easc-a+ usirally consldened ( I trave a cane in

mtntl, rvhere a fifteerr year old g1r1 was pre{r,nated by iier
mother.l's firet cousln, a laan 1n h1s fortles. Certalnly,

l"rme



I-...........:=-_:

I r. - 3V+ ir*"
s*4-'"urlt* fortrid him the house; Bhc also can tt flght hlm off 7f
not onJ-y l-rereautie r:1' etren&Tth, but becauee of authority' She

woa eevere.Ly he.aten and eackecl from ecfuoo1. Sfie wrote me 1n

a letter: ItGoo alone knoyrs that I dta rlothing wrong". 1L

certa|n)y shor:l.rJ not be Ehe vrho rhould' have to det'end herself,

but sueh j.nstaneee are rather the rule th.an the exeeptton)'

The cr.udert roeens, of'clfrt'jilg sexr:al activity is cf courge the

rernoYal rrf the c.l.it"dtl. Jt has lon.q been ehovrn that tfie

vefl:irleL ori'esin as ?o9Ltfl ated hy Freufl, 1s a myt):; :'athelr'

crll8ern e".fi be e,l-isitecl by cTltqcat etimulatlon alone, alltci 1s

lnp6sslble g..ithout invofvement (t'lret,ual sttmulatlon) of the

c-r-itoras ( either" t,hrou61h rltrect nanual stirnula[ion or as a
I

tlprort':et of lntercouree ) ' Fromen ther:iBel"vec are often nc-t

.lr'ro of their physienl fl:netlons as tirey are typica'l}y rather

ueed than nerng ffiw1of their experlences. They utay

therefore rather leaya horv Eo please rneri sexually (tr:rclufiing

sJnulation o11 orgas,n) then leam how best'to enJoy their own

bodies.
Another ver),r *fiSa" m.eans to eurb *ex:al actlvlty, i5

restrlctlon of :',lovement V,rhleh 1S Common in all O'f iil'yerria

(sn*r,Vro,- a,gainst goi.nr oJt a1,9+e .in the evefllngs' to Ho out

for relaltation and $uch). zut"fa#iea to the extrene trr Lhe

pra+6&ot purdah.

Etre f\rnctlon of Euch practtces in obvicruely to e'nsure

ownershlpofchilr]renrBEshornl.nthegreaterfreeclornfor
troren who have passed chlldbearing a e (but ma1'stltl be

sex:a1ly acti-ve). f,t. thlnk to what extent the value of

wolnen i(i meesured b1' her abiltty to bear ehildr€I1o

(:) Not recoP.-n lzed by men 1s the extent to whlch

restrlet j.onc against lYomen are enforced by sheer vtolence and

physleal jrrtinldatton. althorg,h a marrled woman can practlcall"y

be ae much tleaten and rapecl by her husb&nd as by other inen

(or even more Eo) rape le 1egally not possible 1n merrlafior

and beatlnB; p'anera11y not dlsapprovecl of ' 
' 
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flrrle ma}<es 1f ,,otther lese painf\rl, Ilor less humlllatlrtg,

nor lees p6#rfu1 1n forclng eomebody lnto oubmlsslon; rathert

the lack of lega1 and practlsal recognttlon of sueh hunan rlghtr'

vlolattone aet practlcally a8 approval of euch cnrde nrethods of

oppreeslon. rt 1s stmtlar wlth the enforeemcnt of restrletlon
of movement: It ls not the attacl<s womcn suffer when they go

out alone whtch are belng condemned, but the faet that a woman

goeBout.Sr:'ehjntlrnldationsaresomuchpartofaeoelally
approvedofbehavlourpatterrrrthatonlywornenrealleethat
the gbseene renarks and molestatlone are not ln order' or even

that they are lntimldattng at all'
lane to manY

.1 )

(b) Uen uzua11Y oo not reallze 
,1na

great! rather, wonen are eoneldelna turally deBendent i

eharaetertfor deeperately wantlng to be marrled, liowevert

women face endlee.o vlctlmteatlonfi nolestatlon{r eoctel

ogtacislffii and outrlsht punlehment$ ( o.g. maternttSr leave

wlthcrut ?ay) ,e long as they are not marrled',,i.n1,..:aylng; "A

marrled woman le much re$peetedrr is a mere etjijhdu'j'sh for the

fact that unnarrled wornents pereonal rlghto ere not honoured'

( l) The reetrictlon of women to domestlc and' trtvlal
taske ean beet be understood" ln 1te €greif.g. wrln]n thls

eystem of rentrtettons. A flrnctional analyalo (hhat canrt

rdolsslongasItookaftorehlldren?Howdoeethefact
that r cook and keep house for. my famlLy affeet the relatlonshlB

between my hueband and rne? fihat are the economlc consequenccs

for me? for husband? for the fanllf! for the eoclety?) ' A

ftnet,lonal analysle 1e also most faltlul wlth respect to

patterna of behavlour towarde elngle women (f,e tt eingle = 1]11-

marrled; or elngle - walklng alone eomewhere). fhen lt will

be poselble to learrr to unileretand' how lts reetrlcttve ftnctlon

co.rId. lead to an ( lnf ormat ) legttlmlzatlon of l*tlmlclatl r'?q'rr

vlctlmis fuLne and attacl<1ng e1ngIe lromen;, and f\rrther' explalla-
I

tton in terms of "*!n are llke t)-le'r1 rJiit ie womenrs rlature'r

ean be nautralized
., ./5
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From these lt uJ.}1 becomc lllf,{c*eteaf-tnat the eoncen*

tratlon ofqwoments groupa on sexual problemo and relatlonehtp
to uoyrt*ghe and huebande is a rrccegaarvs.Fep. 1111 now,

I womanrs lntereets are more dotermlned by the relatlonshlp
to her boyfrlend or husband than by the condltlon. ::*Y:1,
aoclety ln whlch ahc Ilvee. 11h11e thls can be tffipqeely .J

Np overcomc ln revolutlonary sltuatlorte, it ls necee$al'y to

encou rage women to contlnuously exchange a1d re flectoTne'ir

specifically female experlencea in order to ovsrcome this

last and deepest dlvisiorr between hurnane permaliently.

t" o"orro*1" analyeie has been avoldeC ln thln er'& on
1

purpose a8 thls, ln order to be correct, muet be based on the

rlomentS experlences themselvea as collected 1n theee {rrct''lpso

It should not be difflcult to get the procese of self,evaluntion

golng by taklng up thc 1egal nestrlctlons fot'wornen v*hicli fire

by an overtvhelnnlrig maiortty of womell collslderea unJust ' Ag

the llnk betrryeen the apeclflc oppresolon of u'omen arLd economle

notlves G,g. lnterest ln leglelatlon ancl analyete Of ecot:ornic

interest arc fairly direct, the wonents movement munt be

und.eretood aE a very powerf[l le.'trer to pol1tlCal Al1gr'enees

for womea ln a rlon-revolutlc'natv eituation'
poljtical ayr,ar.enee whlchi'5eetd, on an a,alyete of the

personal sltuatlon wilL be flrnther a 6arant*e that the

,ror*rrr* partletpetlon ln the claes struggle wtl1 not merely be

exploltedlnnalepolyerlntcrestbutu'tlIleadtoane1.4t
eociety vl,here power motlves w111 ftnally be replaeed by huna.n

needa.


