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Dr Nnamdi Azikiwe was easily the most colour.
ful thing that happened to this country at “indepen.
dence” in October, 1960. In consequence, the man’s
inauguration as the Governor-General and Comman-
der-in—Chief of the Federation of Nigeria, was
celebrated with due noise.

Inspired by his country men’s generous show of
goodwill, Dr Azikiwe went to town on the promises
of independence. “Representative democracy” he said,
“has been tried in Nigeria and it has worked success.
fully. Parliamentary government has been attempted
in Nigeria and we hav2 proved more than.equal to the
task. Ministerial responsibility is no longer a bugbear
to us; it is now part and parcel of our politics. In-
deed, the Westminster model of parfiamentary go-

¢ vernment and democracy has been proved by us, not
only to be capable of being exported to Africa, but
practicable In this part of Africa.

It is here too that we
will discover that econo-
mic considerations serve

“But these are veneers
of a political pattern
which is interwoven on

I ‘ N-
a complex social system as the vital element in
in a world of which  determining the degree
Nigeria is a part. Whilst of independence of a
Nigeria can definitely ~ country.
give assurance of its Nigeria, its social and
capacity for self-govern- economic structures and
ment and to maintain to a large extent, its
law and order, as a fully politics, are in a sense,

fledged member of the
Commonwealth, Nige-

Unpopular Essays

jobs in the lower colonial
civil service; political
participation was res-
tricted to a few urban
elites because populist
politics was considered
dangerous to the impe-
rialist order.

Later, when the dyna-
mics of social change
made it inevitable that
colonialism should end,
the colonial powers (in
most cases) took steps
to “prepare” their sub-
jects for “independence.”
Since the primary motive
behind colonialism was
economic, it was impor-
tant that political inde.
pendence should not dis-

rupt the existing econo.
mic order.

An African middle-
class was hurriedly con.
structed and isolated
from the masses. The
European hourgeoisie,
Marx wrote, “‘compels all

rians are bound to cri- e
ticise the scandalous in-
consistencies of certain

“WE, have a middle-class which, by serving as a

nations in their attitude
towards the darker
races.”

hat was Azikiwe, elo-
quent and Impressive,

gonveyor belt between European absentee capi@a-

lists and our nmatural resources, has made sure

that between us and the mother country, “no-
thing has changed”

enthusiastic beyond the
point of reasomn. Today,
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a decade and a half
later, Nigerians no long- .
er debate whether or not products of Europe’s in-
{he Westminster model  dustrial revolution of the
is suitable for the coun- 19th century. A radical
try...... the answer is too change in the method of
{ obvious. Rather. the production, from handi-
i relevant question has be- craft to the use of
come whether we really — machines had invested
have independence. And  European countries with
if the answer is yes, a phenom'mally increas-
whether  independence  ed industrial capacity.
has been worth it ... cost.  The new situation called
dering the  enormous for a corresponding in-
price we have all paid  crease in raw materials
thus far. and market size.

The nascent nfiddle-
class (the bourgeoisie)
carried out an intensive
exploration of hitherto—

To answer that ques-
tjon, we cannot escape
asking another. What
do we expect from inde-  ynknown parts of the
pendence ? Or better  gorld, discovering new
still, what should we ex- lands. The new lands
pect from it ? We shall,  ater provided fodder for
however precede the  the new factories in
answer to this question Europe. Fodder in
with a brief history of terms of ]ab'()uAr and raw
colonialism as it affects materials, This was the

Thic i e age of imperialism when
s, This ix b’ecagbe e everything in the colo-
can hardly explain any- nies” was organised for
thing relating to our  systematic exploitation.
nationhood out of the

Education was gpzn‘cd to-
context of colonialism. wards filling white-collar

nations, on the pain of
extinction, to adopt the
bourgeois mode of pro-
duction ; it compels them
to introduce what it calls
civilisation into their
midst, that is, to become
bourgeois themselves. In
one word, it creates a
world after its own
image.”

This was the Nigeria
that emerged at ‘“inde-
pendence.”  The British
transferred political po-
wer to a carefully-em-
broidered middle.class
and continued to run the
country by some remote
control, An if they were
Jooking for any assurance
of their success in this
direction, Dr Azikiwe
was at hand to offer one.
“The Westminster model
of parliamentary govern-
ment and democracy has
been proved by us, not
only to be capable of
being exported to Africa,
but practicable in this
part of Africa....”
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We have a middle.
class which,Aby serving
as a conveyor belt bet.
ween absentee European
capitalists and our natu-
ral resources, has made
sure that between us and
the mother country,
“nothing has changed”.

eria Independent?

But what should we
really expect from inde-
pendencé?means we have
come “to be formed into
a bnation with democratic
will and a constitutional
way of expressing that
yvxll”, but lamented that
in the first republic,
“political parties were
able to corrupt the con.
stitution so that the true
will of the people did not
prevail”.

Independence should
also mean that we con-
trol our economy. The
indigenisation effort of

companies which were
the major patronisers of
the foreign-owned adver-
tising departments inter-
nally where they emp-
loyed the agencies’ expa-
triates. So that, when
the time came to sell the
advertising business to
Nigerians_ only the build-
ings and equipments
were sold, mnot the
market.

This #oreign control
of the economy is expe-
rienced everywhere. In
1971, lawyer Gani
Fawehinmi alleged that
“the 15 expatriate law-
yers in Nigeria (six from
Lagos, one from Ibadan,
seven from Kano and

one from Jos) control
among them, the retain-

ers of all the principal
companies and firms in
the country which sub.
stantially control our
economy”’.

Independence should
change all this. The com-
manding heights of the
economy will have to be'
wrested from foreign
control and nationalised.
Otherwise we cannot

have independence.

So, with J, V. Clinton,
we argue, that tomor.
row’s celebration can
only be meaningful if we

consider that the occa-

enthusiastic beyond the point of reason. Today -

“THAT was Azikiwe, eloquent and impressive,

T

...Nigerians no longer debate whether or ~ not,

the Westminster model is suitable for the country

. .ow... the answer is too obvious”
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the last regime was an
eye.wash. The corner-

stone of the Nigerian
economy are banking
and insurance. These
were left out of the
exercise. Even then, as

many foreign-owned
companies  as wanted
exemption  from the

exercise got it. Others
simply short-circuited’
the whole thing. An
example is the Adverti-
sing and Public Relations

industry. The foreign

sion is important for our
“good intentions for the

future and the fact that

we are bheing given a
second chance”.

Meanwhile, insofar as
we define independence

against our colonial past;
Sor as long as we retain
the economic, technical
and cultural forms we
inherited from that colo.
nial experience, we can-
not bhe considered inde.
pendent. Independence,
properly so called.




