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This foreign control
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yerc in Nigeria (rsix from
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seven from Kano and

Dr Nnamdi Azikiwe was easily the most colour'
ful thinq that happ€ned to this country at "rndepen'

dence" ln October, 1960' ln consequence. tln -"-n-t
inauouration as the Governor'General and co-mman-

;;;i;i;;# 
-or- [n" Federation of Niseria' was

celebrated with duc noise'"'''inrni,oa by his country mcn's gencrous snoq 1l
ooodwili. Dr Aiikiwc went to town on the Promrs.cs

:{";;;:;;;; *.'iR "-p'",o't"ti'c 
dcmocracv" he sa i d'

:i.".-ul.ii iti"o in Nileria and it has worked succcss-

rriiy. Rr.tiomentary government has becn attempted
;^ Nionri,r and wc hav: provcd tnore than cqual to the

i'ii:' Ml;;;i;;;l iciponsibilitv is no lonser a busbc.ar

il'rt ,'ii it"""* pari and pariel of our palitics' ln'
iL"'.i'ri'"'wnrtminstcr model of parliarflentary go-

;;;;;;;i and dcmocracv has been proved l'v us' nor

:;iJ'i;';;';;p;tte or u'eins cxport'ed to Arrica' but

p.icticatrlc ln this part of Africa'
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made it inevitable that as a conveyor belt bet-
colonialism should end, ween absentee EuroPean
the colonial Powers (in capitalists and our natu-
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sure that between us and
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that rve economic. it was imPor- "nothing has changed"
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But what should we the country which sub'

ir comDloY socral sYstetn
in 3 ' q'nr'1d o{ u'hich
Nt:tti'L I r J''rrl \\'1rilst
Ni[cria can de{initelY
sive assurance 01 IIS

iapacitY for self-govern'
ment arld to malntatn
law and order. as a futly
fleclgecl tnember of the
Corirn,rnwealth, t'{ig9-
rjans are hotlnd to crt-
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the degree
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and iiiucted and isolated a nation with democratic lndependence should

and from the masses. The witl and a constitutionai change all this. The com-

really expect from l
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way of expressing that
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politics, are in a sense, Marx wrote' in the 
'first 
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i; the answer is too
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thing has changetl" trol our economy. TIle only be meaningful if we

indigenisation eilofi of consider that the occa-
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nations. on the Pain of
extinction. to adopt the
hourqeois mode oI Pro'
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bourg'eois themselves. ln
one word, it creat$ a

world after its own

This was the Nigeria
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oenrience."" The British
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"THAT was Azikiwe, eloquent and impressive'

enthusiastic beyond the point of reason' Today

...Nigerians no longer debate whether or not'

the Westminster model is suitable for the country

- the answer is too obvious"

of parliamentary gove.rn'
ment and democracy nas
heen oroved bY us' not'
.rriv to be caPable of
bciirg exPofied to Africa.
lrr rt irrrIt irrhlc in thls
parl of AJrlca...'"


