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Umpopular Essays

iedge not yet possessed)
have made him fully
aware of hls smallness.
Hls conceit has led him
to think that if he, the
top dog of the universe,

Iopcd in knowledge and
technology, people went
fodh met and liv6d with
others - either througil
war or through peace.
Co-operation meant shar-
ing - sharing of knos'-
ledge, tools, technologl,
and God. God througlr
the ages has therefore
grown from the indivi_
dual god to the village
god, clan god, tribal god
unill today we can con-
ceive it as a universal
God. 

i

The more society has
grown, the less vindica-
tive, the more embracing
and more difiused that
Qod has become.. Why ?

The growth of soeiety
lel always inferred thc
t'ro!,vth of knowledge. As
orr knowledge has in-.
creased so has our abili_
ty to expiain phenomena.
And less is our need to
ascribe mysteries * un-
possessed knowledge 

-to Gold.

Furthermore, knowlcd-
ge has made us less
distrustful and fearful of
each other. It is therefore
sad, but true, that God is
dying. Infact since his
creation, God has been
dying, because with each
step forward in knowled-
ge, God has taken il
step backward towards
.........oblivion (?)

You wouid therefore
ask, wherg lies salvation
for man ? In science ?

No, I do not believe in
science. I just take know-
ledge as it comes. With
kncwledge there is no
need to believe. I just
Itow so far as we keep
living on this earth, so
also will our knowledge
increase. Whenever I act,
I do so only with tho
knowiedge I possos6.

Again you may ask, do
I then believe that hu,

llavc .. . . ..I knorv
that the human being
has knowledge. Other
questions are irrelevanl
to his living.

-'
TODAY, this coiuinn is given to a guest writer
to diseuss the issue of belief. This, we hope will
be the first of a great many eontributions from
our readers to this column. The major qualifica.
tion ls that your message must. not be on the
ordiJrary side. Another conslderation is your abi-
lity to argue out your view point.

WRITING for a column likg this puts me und:r
great strainr- ? am forcsd.to atk ..To hurt or not to
hurt ?", "To imprers or not to imprese ? .,To be ho-
nest or lie ?" The best solution for me has always
bEsn to hurt, impress and be honest to myself, not
you, tlte reader. lf in eo doing, I get you to agree
with rfte, fine; if 'not, then later. I definitely will aot
wart to conyinc€ you, I am not a prearher. You see, t
do not belie*.

Quite lionestly, I do
.not believe in believing.
Ons of the things that
have always struck me is
the morbid desire o f
humans to believe in
some thing-God or
science. Nohody wants
to leave any question un-
amwered. Such qu€s[ons
as "wlto made the
world ?" "who made
man ?" 'Is the unlversc
finite ?' "Is knowledge
infinite ?" 'Is there life
after death ?" "Reincar-
nation ?" invariably Ieave
us believing one way or
thg other. But, I ask, is it
necessary to believe ? I
do not think these ques-

iions are relevant to
lfuing, hence there is no
cause to try to answer
them.

I have always asked
why people beiieve in

--r

HUMAN beings are by nature, evil. Just turn
your back and the next man wants to do you in.
How can they live without a myrad number of
eyes at every eorner of the body ? physiologieal-
ly, that's not possible. So they created God who is
all-seeing, and all.knowing, the flnal arbiter who
deters all men from harming each other.
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Cod. I think they do so be-
cause of fear and conceit.
Why {ear ? Why conceil?
As far as St. 'fhomas
Aquinas was concerned,
God is the primary mover
which itself remains un-
moved. St Thomas arr.lv-
ed at this conclusion by

a resort to logic-and fi-
naily, to belief. I am
sure St. Thomas could.
by himself, see the irra-
tionality of his conclu-
sion.

l'ly main concern in
this articla is the basis

of tuch, irrationality-
fear. Human beinp are
by nature, avil. Jugt
turn your back and tJre

nert man wants to do
you in, How can they
live without. a myriad
number of ey€s at cve4/
corner of ths body ?

Physlologically that's
not possible. So they
ereated God who is all-
seeing, and allknowlng,
the final artiter who de-
ters all nren from harm.
ing each othea

Thg second reason why
people created God is

concelt. The human be-

ing has always held him-
self as the top entity of
the unlverse. But the un-
fathomed mysteries of
the universe (mysteries
because they are know-.

cannot explain the mys-
teries then some-body
else must be so capable,
but that person must not
and cannot be in the
universe. He must be

God.

by
NDUKA ONUM
(Guest Writer)

But we need not har.
bour this fear and con-
c€it. One thing. that. has
been observed is the iu-
terrelatedness of know-
ledge and God. Thg con-

cept of God is a func-
tion of the knowledge
level of society. As

knowledge increases God
decreases. How ?

In primitive 'society,

n.'+ the stone age when
man could not have de.
veloped the conceptual
cspaclty, God was more
per6o:lal. People were
less accommodating and
more distmstful of each
other. No man in such a
society could afiord to
share his god with ano-
ther. But as society deve-

man being will eventual.
ly possess all knowledge?
I answer thdt I do not be.

TIIE more soclety has grown, the less vindicative,
the more embracing and diffused that Gotl has

become. Why ? the growth of soeiety has always
inferred the growth of knowledge. As our knorv-

ledge has increased, so has our ability to explain
phenomena. And less is our need to ascribe my-
stries to God.

::;.

-

BASSEY EKPO BASSEY
%

i

l
I

I


