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eri"*a"n.t Cartef, traveltlng the col1,'tq/ rn his energ,r chrsade thls
., 

j..

sr.lurer, tiis regularly berated Cont€ess for fd1llng to ELve supplrt to hlr
., ;,:

fiergtf prgposals, addlng that he blames the o11 lobby for the laclc of proglesro

Hls ocplanation for falh:re conjures up lmages of wealthy Washtngton

a{i

t

fary.r" besieging Congressnren ln tlre coridors and Ln ttre restaurantc of

CapS,tol H1,11. But the oil 1oblr1, ls lot a nrysterlous por,,rer broker, It ls allve

and well J.n Congress itself.

Ttre Senate finance commJ,ttee, hihlch ls responsible for puttl.ng together

keryt enerqD, tax laws tncludlng the r.r1ndfall profits tar( on o11 csnpanles (the

cornerstone of the Admlnlstratl.onr s l)rograflme) , is the energf lobby,

Its chalrman, !fr. Rusoell Long, the denroc,ratlc senator fronr ttre oi.la.rtdr

state of Lcnrlslana I just happens to own $L.2 ml,I11ons worth of oll and gas
, a , :' ,:

property; aria tt just happens that no less ttran six ourer members of tlic
.'r_rr!.r... a ,'

co'ninrlf,ti b have extensive holdLngs ln otl stock.
..,i !''' Indeed, memU&s of ihe US Congress, who spend eo nruch of thelr time

er<anirdng prestdent{ar appo!.ntees abqrt confl.icts bf lnterest questions, are

completely a:rrounded by confllcts of lrterest of their orln. ft is estlnated
that rlo fener than 54 out of ttre usrs 100 senators have confllcts between thel^a

personar flnanclar interests and the Jobs tirey perform for pourerfirr senate

connittees. And ln the House of Representatlves an estJrnated 105 nenibers 1 ant
of 435, have potenU.al confllcts.

:'- i I
Many of tfie co,ntruats are r.nconsequenu.ar since ttrey are cor:fr.ned to

snrall sharetprarngs in big 
"orpo"uii.orr". But more sertous ls the 

"u"" oi *"'
. f t- rSftate ftnanCe ard agrlcuttural conunlttees where the conflicts cguld be a real

lrorqrr

In the senate agrLeultural corunittee for instance Senator I '

*: 
:,.--.T"ttt 

fram Georgia (who trappe# to be wrder r.nvesLigati.o"Uffir':H:"'
etlrics conu[t*". 

l;",*rroper 
r*rancfal'd""1ings, owns a ir,irilr; ,; t *

$2 mr.rrlons. nb, oi4-.; .eiorer! or ,I **or*Jl' hold er..;;i;" "n**rJ",

"Ii'.

Lnterests.
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The prevalerre of eonfltct otr tnterest was revealed last week 1n a gerleg

of reports and flll,tgd regtdred by tie Ettrlcs ln Government Act 1978. ftr.ls

Act was passed wlth tie ajrn of trnprovthg noralLty in goternnent ln ttre post-

Satergate era. It oblLges menbers,pf Congress to dlscLose in detail theLf

fLnancLal worth, hoLdi.r:gs, busLness interests as weLl as income acqulred tlrough

speaking engagements and work on behalf of special interest gr6upsr

As welL as disclosLng entensive confllcts of interest ttre reports produced

under ttre Act show that msribers of Congress in both houses are by ng mearui tlptcal

Americans. The Senate, the rpre povrerful upper house, is almost excluslvely

a rLch mant s club. Around one th:!.rd of the Senators have a net worth of nDre

than $1 mllllon and tlere ls another large group not far behind. Ho.rse of

Representatives mernbers are generally not short of t.l.e odd cent or tr.to eit}teri

at least 25 of them are millionaires and several more near to tlrat.

In contrast, only a handful of mernbers of Congress have l-lttle or no

artslde inccrne or fLrnrrclal assets. Senator Spark Matsunaga, Donocra! of

Hawa1L 1 has rr outside bqsiness ea.rnlngs apart from $7r0OO in fees f,rom leetures

nade in hl,s role as a senator (there is an upper ltmit of $251000 on ttrese ldnd

of earrrl,ngs). And Senator Lee Aspin, of Wisconsl,n, reported .he had no outslde

earnlngso But there are few others.

Among the Senate and HoLrse nLllionaires ttlere l.s a group which can only

be classl,f,ied as the superweaS.tfiy. fhe rLchest of them all is Senator Jofin

Hqinz, helr to the H.J. Helnz forh:ne I whose stockholdings appear to be wqrth

around $50 rnillions - almost a nr.il]:lon for each brand,

Senator John Daruuorttr from Missouri. Is heir to the fortune based on the

Ralston PurLan colnpany, which arnong other tJrings is one of Ure USrs biggest

agricuLtural concerns, and is currently worth 1n the order of $17 mllllons.

In the House the rlchest man ls probably Mr. fred Fllchmond, a Denograt

from Neu York, who hoJ.ds 7118 1000 shares 1n Wa1eo, a rnanufacturer of gma1l

nachinery, and this holding alone is worttr $16 mll}ions. Arnong the 1980

presLderrtial hopefuls Senator Edward Kennedy looks the nrcst conrfortabler altlough

Senator Herard Baker, among ttre Repblican candidates, is no pauper elther.

Senator Kennedy reported an unearneti lncome of betreen $2881401 and $581r50O
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frorrn fartily trusts and businesses last year' Even if one assumed he was only

earningamodest5percentonhisinvestmentsheldinfard].ytruststjrisworrld

s.rggest that his personal share of U1e Kennedy hls personal share o the Kennedy

family fortunes was at least $28 millions'

Senator Howard Baker t of Tennessee, tlre st'rongest of the moderate

Republicans seeking the 1gg0 nonr"ination t has an unearned income of $328t000

whlchcamelargelyfrolhEalesbnclinterestpaymentsonhlsshareofaproPerty

partnership. And Senator Thomas Eagletonl who had to drop out of the Vicer

president:lal stakes Ln Lg,12 when a Llistohy of mental problems was discovered t

earns an lhconre or tloorooo a year frdm a famLly firm'

Belng an astronaut can also pay off handsomelyr senator John Glenn, who

after hls 1952 space fIlght went to work for the Royal Crown cola and other

companies, amassed a huge personal fortune which produces him an l-ncome of betleen

S288rOOO and $4121000 a year. llis invcstments include partnerships in several

Holiday Inn hoteLs across America as well as substantial property lnterestso

The renarkable thing about the finarrcial interests of most Senate and HoUse

mernbcrs is how few of them have taken the trouble to place them in trusts tO

avoid any.possible conflicts of lnterest with their work in the Congress.

I'lany are stiIl lnvolved in the day to day decisi-ons over their lnvestrnents and

the businesses which their fa:nj-l1-es run. And unlike the House of Corlrnons there

is no formaL tradition of announcing an intepest before speaking on a subj ect

ln committee or to a 8i11.
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