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Stelaetrltcerh fcuardsssgptia tfr$arOiyrrlgerta

CE\trRAL times in tlre last ten )'ear$,I harre
)compelled mfryelf to discontinue publk ex-
ploratitin, and applkation to Nigeri4 of rJre

bncepts of lorruer bloc"and lopulardemo
cratic rescrucruringi. These are concep$ in

wwnr.guatdianng

ByHuret iladunagu

which another concept - "the national ques"

fssalrs'.
Honeveq, wtrereas Bertrand Russdl, in labd-

My'unpopulat' proposidons
a-lutiort of the Nigerian peopte and to
Nigerian tefr whqse product I am -in a
foundseme.

pletely dominated bythe bourgeoisie (th'me
who rirle on erus), *regorrcrnmurt(*rose who
sovern us on behatf of the botrrgsoisie) and
Iheir official and unoffhcial representatives,

rnyp.6lic enquirym
uncorrered And tam

the
prG

dtd bddrtg

clxs is a capitalisr dass, t}re economy is a cap
italist ecoobmyantl the social formatlon is a

capitalist sociil formation But this does not
mein thateverystrand of Ntgeria's economy
is mpitalist,thateverysuatumof tlre cJax is
capiialist and drat erriry kvel of the social for'
mition is capitalisr tfhat it means is thatcap
italism exerdses dominance and hegemony
ln theeconomyand sodal. brmation artd di-
reds dte modeof reprcductisri of the society

spokesrnen, thugs, rniliunts, theoreticians (or
siers) and ideolo$sts.The result is that since
the needs and interesesof $e bourgeoisie are
ln most cases, quirc dlsttnct from popuhr
needsandinterestl and since bourgedsvtews
are rellecdons of these pervened needs ard in-
terest1 our national pir:Utems are bequently
misreprcserircq distorte4 emptied o[ all co*
tent aird rneaning and finalty integrated into

inghfs t95o colhction of essaSn funpopulaf,
uas condescending abushre and cynkat I am
honest and rcspectfttl to a host of my corn-
rades tn the Nigerian left and granyof my
o$rerrdersinconsideriqg-descrtbingtheir

entry o potson my reladonshfp !@ sorne
dox- omrdes, unpatrlots, odhborators
eod frlfids t wlI $eo bok * Src 1ourg l€ft-
ffaDd ask, rteufcatty tfthatwas rE[mtgh
rDrsr edts@ntinue the enerdse.

asawhole"

wi&dte these struggling entities I
brces'Forrrcr$klcsare

but nmdl brces are

willbe.orled char5crldcs d otrr $crrl Ufr,
and me wttHt b at dtc same tirm thc rnain

bourgeoisie saythe publk uthe natulr. llgy
rnean thernseh=sdref'are theprrblic and thc
nad,onWhet *reysaythe sectrttyof &,t n+
tiorr thel, mean the securtty o{ $etr weekh
and the sodal strucfirre bD' Y{hich ttis w€al*l

bourgeois disemrse.'
The 1979 artide continued: 'lhuswhen the

don* or "ethnic narionaliry qu esrion' - plals
an imporanr, though neither dorninant nor
decisiw role. t $,4s, in fact, af a point, consider-
ing classifying these conceps and dosely re
Iac-ed ones as "unpopulat' in a spirit $at
reminds rrre of Bertrand f{ussell's tJnpoptiar

recqption of my-qfoployrpentof these con-
qqastApopular" - :: airnrpposealourqglrftlst direcdy"slarfiy

'I *rodld repeatodly compd myself to disn-
dnue the ocp}orafun of lmporcant comePc
ffke lorcr bhc'and lopulardernmadc r*
gucnrringi OI wtty I strould er,en nml be
dodednsa frortd effounter with these on.
odtiia wh( on the othertnnd,l am nd irr
aiheA, to a6ndon them,altogrther and
perrnancndlp ltte ansl&r m *E Srsr tuo qucs
tions ts drat myosoradon of dre* concepa
hd bdert'i/idelyend grrcly misuderstmd -
in diftrentdirecdqrs -and nar tn bct, fuait-

is acnrmulated. l{tten they talk o( sutpenskrru
drey men a thret to *re condltlons of thsh
onrii Oominance and perfitils When ttrcy talk
of naffiral unlry Srey mean tt* uotry of the
bourgeois dasq or a greater fracdon of iL mr
ttre people, ard $rhen drey talkof peace thqr
rn€dn de peace of *re gmileprq ttrhere th€
pom ard the negl€cted can suffer and die in si
krrcC
Th€ ardds cmdnued'Ihe stnfg8le hf ard

The enstrrr to dle hypo$edcal lrftist's last

$lesdon h thar I feel vrrystmrgly that a m'
sijous perrnancnt abandonment of my eq
SBgEm,hr ffih rhe twinsrbFas dNi8erla's
?Arcr Hm'ard ?oPular'Maft re
santcnrrtf ln l{8crta at ftBotfuncmre ln
NlEEri.l himry will betantemf,rot to$arr
dontng the Mands and tcntnH dtelecdcal
mtttlod of tnrsdge& anab,$ aod gEnni
ratlon ln our strqggle br poPuler danocrxy
md sdl8m h Nigsielt6 will ura IrEBa
rrE u odyo lia&n hr also P ttr rar

must be appllzbh,nfib qual brc, o lrtaa-
hmhsdn
In dre Dfi le{ilon dftb paece, I $a[ dcmPt

a sreepirrg hlstorkal rerrk, of my cryrgs
nrenrunh the na&nC qffi and ?rob
terns o{ nadmal uniqf aDd idefldry drher
connsency or rfiere rrd utty r drlft or eF
prnslon in-hcus retlrre4 r bodr.- hr k rm
ixchcc &b antirt &rt skh a brid sGfimt
it' *y central rrd dsrtn:r* premtsc, Ttrat
pene S eis NtsErir b a caPhe[*d] ry
itris t mm,*ccfff{tf drs ]r€Eridr rufiry

egalnst, the creatbn of yet morc states ls eg
senUatty a s;truggleb€hffii dle ffiersrt hc'
dms of Ste boryeoblc.Ihcewhoare rrltre
farnrrd kt thc prestnt sdr€nte oI thtngs and
rrtrose sphere of lnlhrcrre and €rpbtarim
wlll mlidtmlnlsh wtth drccreaton of rnort
sbtca wtll naturally oppce statc creadon On
tle ah€r hen4 thce.i,ho sce the creatHr of
still rnore steres as dre onty sotuttm to thelr
margtnalizatht wlll Darunlty ftghr b,r rare
cleatfn In ftb srrqgle trccmurnn pqlc
-dre rurses-are mtre redplcar of heded
rehdces, drey are rntre lrstrurnettts of bor'
il* surrggl€s, rnere vlctBts of banrysoB ut*
neuhdorL tn &c $nrggk fur, erd agatrut,
rtire creaoorL dle.gltdas arB rg EeHrE
prundood &c Ufirclrsddrc rrasrcqhil
itrirma iotercstrrt:verbin futlmt ddn

ttrls Sre largrragr r kxloon of my cdsdng br-
rnuhdons maydnrUB or unfugo rnddoris
htnt notewof dre Mandstmc$o4tb*t

surcc of dre apparcrr silergdt ard mdlEu
d dle preseot siOat ordr{, b dtc k &el thc
frffruldm oturr n&nel Prcbkrr Bm>

to be Jpcahng h &. natr of thelr pcodc
wtdh, ln tECt i &cyarc mlr{ ho@6t *
enAfe, eritrsm Amatns o( t4tffi
erdtt &'
bbcsrdnud to{H}rilts
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By Ertwin Madunagu

Continued from yesterday

A ND it continued: "lhere is no objecrive conflict berween
fl,an Efik worker and an lbibio worker, between an Ogoja
market woman and an Annang market woman, betrveen an
Oron peasant and an Ibibio peasant, or indeed between
"nighr-soilmen" of diftbrent erhnic groups! But their selFafr
pointed leaders say there are differences, and go fuxher io
mobilise them in defence of these false differences, whereas
the only fundamenral social difference is that existing b+
tween the masses (from all ethnic groups) and theii ex-
ploiters."
The relevanrexcerpts of rhe rgTg article ended:'liVe are not

saying that there are no minority ethnic groups in Nigeria;
neither are we syrng that there is no ethniabased oppres-
sion. Whatwe are saying is that the Lourgeoisie cannot lead
the stnrggle for genuine ethnic equalify precisely because
their interests conflict wirh popular interests." End of ex-
cerp8.
Itrus, fhe central position aken in myI9Z9 article on "n&

tional unig/ and the unational question" in Nigeria was that
the ruling class was not capable of resolving the issues on ac-
cou n t of i ts class interest a nd class pra ctices in cl udi ng i ts bi r-
ter inrna<lass stmggle for primitive (p.rlmary) capitalisr
accurnulation. Th is position remained essentialty unctrangd
until I wenr into the Folitical Bureau in January1986. Here we
may recall drat the t7-member body, in which I r,rns mlateri-
ousJy included was asked by C,eneral Babangida to organize
and conduct public political debates across the nation and,
on the basis ofthe ourcome ofdris na'tional debate, prescribe
a ns,v"social ordef forthe country.
Itwill also be recalled that ttre Bureau came out t5 months

Iater wittr a prescription of Socialisrn. Myown "Minority R*
port"was dso that Nigerians drose Socidism as a nenr Sociat
Order. The difference between my "Minorify Report" and the
Main/illajority Report was thar mine was morb carqgorical
and tnduded the intnoducdon ofCollective Pnesiderrcy and
repors on debates and crises within the Bureau itsel{ in.
cludirrghow we arrived ar the I/endi'cf of socialisrn. It was
,1lso *ry-cle{to all ofus- Rigfir,Irft and Centre - rhat only
the cases for *re creadon of,qkwa lborn Sate and lGtsi na Statl
urere unrefuable.And dte two stae urenecreaed byGeneral
Fbangda in Sepember tggz,raising the numbeiofstates
ftmn tg o2r l{ourerm, ata personal poliUcat tarel, ttre impact

o2l
(z)

of the Bureau on me was that it made me go from mere ideo-
Iogical criticisrn of the rulir:lgclass and its governrnents to
now i nclud e concrete d em and s an d prescri ption s on several
issues in politics and governance.These concrete dernands
and prescriptions included those on the resoltrtion ofthe "na-
tional question" and the question of"national unity."
Letus now make a 3I-yearleap from my vMinority Report" on

the Narional Political Debate ofisseflsw to April u, zols when
my article "Restructuring: propositions summarized" ap
peared inTheGuardianand several otbermedia I shall reprs
ducea large parrofthe article because it embodies whatis in
*re3{earperiod. I request readers to tbllorv dre following e>(-

cerpts from fheApril2OlS article:
"The aim here is to summarise my current position on the

question of geopolitical restruch.rring of Nigeria, I say *cur-

rertC'because as faras I can remember, I sarted thinking se
rtously- and then debating and r,vriting - about restruchrring
from$86 as a member ofthe Political Bureau Today,32 years
Iater, I am still thinking and writing on the subjecr The pres-
enr piece is implicirlya draft memo on rhis important politi-
cal subjectto the Nigerian Left." Whatl considermyclrrrent
aggregare position on restmctrring of Nigeria is consfinrted
by several propositions artisulated and refined over a fairly
Iong perid oftime. For rhe purpose of dris piece the prop+
sitions can be grouped underthe following five broad head-
ings: the impossibility of purely ethnic separation;
redeployment and redistribution of national resources; lerr
els of exercise of power and responsibilig principles of triple
balandng; and populardemocratic restructuring ata glance.
The propositions are not of the same stanrs. Sonre of *rern are
iszues which the Nigerian Left should struggle to have in-
sertd in *rc Constitution of Nigeria and others are those that
the Left should insert in iS prqgrammeg manifestos and oc-
casional platforms. I shall nowtake the groups of proposi.
tions one after tlre other.
"Finst cfu ster of proposidons: A little over 2O years ago, on

Decernber 3,tgg7, when c*neral sani Abacha was still tn
power, I attended and contribued to a seminar organized in
Calabar Sthe Cros River State Council ofthe Nlgeria Union
of fournalists (NUf I The seminar uns one of M{'s contribu-
tions to Abacha's transidon pro$amme after *re collapse of
Babangida's enperimenl I was asked to speak on the topig
The ethnicity qyndrome How lt afiecs dre development of
Cross River State,n But I enlarged the bpk to "Itre national
question, the porcr blocs and @dc trans
forrnation of Nigeria,' cxplal ning to. ttre organisen ftat ftb

would put the subject in a historical and national perspec-
tive.
"ln the preambleromycontribution I said:"lf arookgbagof

beans and a roOkg bag of rice are mixed, itwill be possible,
rvith patience and perseverance, for a school boy or school
gi rl to se parate th e gratn s J I th en went on to say that it would
be easier for that unfornrnate young person to perform the
fea t than for any politi cal a uthori ty or forces to separate Nige
ria into pure ethnic components! Two years later, on No
vember 4, 1999, my piece, lmpossibilitrr of (pure) ethnic
separation appeared in my column in llre Guar&an,The ar-
ticle was essentially a review of the late Chief AnthonyEna-
horo's proposition on restrucruring the federation. But
simultaneously the article appeared as a restatement of rny
December 3, 1 997 proposition.
oI am no t sayi ng ttrat Nigeria cannot disintqgrate. Of course,

the country can disinte.grate if ir pushes ttself or is allowed to
be pushed beyond certain limits by those who have the
means and the power..\igeria can disintegrate in a manner
worse than thai of the foimer Soviet Union, the former Yu-
goslavia, the former Czectroslornkia, the Greater Ethiopia (be
fore Eritrea broke ott) the G reater Somalia (before the current
catastrophe), and Yemen, ableeding countrywhich has seen
separation and unification several times.All I am syrng is
that i f Nigeria disintegrams * as it mn disintegate if *re Nigsr-
lan teft does not step in - ft will not be along edrntc lines. If
Nlgeria disi ntegrates the more pounrful war lunas will sirrts
ply canre up the count(y- widi each component reproduc-
lng Nigeria, that is, recreating maiorides and minorlties, the
dominating and the dominaed.
"The second cluster of prcposttions relates b classtodass
redeployment and redisffibution of national resolrces or,
simply, the restnrcturing of dass appropriations. By this I
mean the massir,rc morrcment of rmurces homNigeria's rtr!
ing class and is blocs and brces to the popular masses
through peopleortented radical reforms in imployment,
t{ages, educatiorL healttL housirrg; tmnsportefiorL taudon
and levieq etc. Oass appmprtationf by the way,indtrde not
onty ttre rnonles, prcperties and bustnesses rcovemd from
"looters" but also proceeds ofstate arul class robber'rcs ufiHl
may hare been correred by obnoxians legalltieslhe dassto
class redeployment is Ere sociological and togical comple
ment of horizona[ statetostate disuih'rtion rt'tltrft- as it is
not^f - is essentially a distribudon urlftin $e ruling class ard
its blocs ard rarious segments

W'unpopulat'propositions
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W'unpopul at' proposifions (3 )
in rum,willlinance the zonesand the local gwemments will fi-
nance rhecommurrities..Finally, and this is the'{rnagict' of pop
ular democracy- the'tost of govemance,'both [n mlative and
absolure ternqwill be much less *ranwhacitisatpresent' End

By Edrln Mdunagu

Contin ued from yesterday

Nigerian Mandsm and lefrists strould also come to rermswith
the factthatthere is
gorically

'crftidsmtto

Ctf*lu. ft trd dusterof proposifions ii the principle of triple
I. balancing in Nigerii's geopolitical resuucruring The pic-

ture Is lik dris:split each of dre Soutfuourh and Northcentral
geopolitical zonesinto ti.eCI. this raises the number ofgeopolit-
ical zones &o m six to .jght Notg go to Nigega's preindqx .r
dence geopolitical stmcnrre: the three reglons -'l{Esr (pl,ls
fagos), East and Nordr -where the fi rstrwo rqgions (plus lagc;)
rarere also rqgarded as the Soudr- Wr[hthe noveigfrt= Zoo€ strtlf,-
errg fieformerNorrhand theformer Sou th wlll harrc (our each;
the forruer East and formerWest (plus lagos) will harc tw*o
zoftes each; the Soutlrsotrth and N'orthcentral will, togetheg
have four zones while tlre "bigl gloups - the Southt+,rest, the
Soudres(, the btror*reast and dre Nordrwest- will tqgftherhare
fourzones. so, the Norttr balances the South;lhe Easrbalanads
tlre Wesq and the h istsdal "Minoriries' balances the tristoricaldMapritiesn : ., :"

"I he fourttr duster of proposidons relates to ttre lewls ofrs
sponslbilityand elcercise ofpontreroq, ln rnore famlliar hngu4ge,
ders ofgorernment Here we move frorn *re anrmnt three tiers
to five tiers of gorernment as follor,rrc: kderal, zonal (between
federal and state) s(atg local governmert and qommunity
(belowthe localg$,ernmgqt). Each zone will be consdtuted by
a number of states wfiile a local gormnrnent ward wiII be con

oational demo-
craticspae.Unstated here is howthe Niger{an Ieft can usethis
sfircnrre toadranre &e $rqggle of the wor-king; tdlfrgand

current nadonal calamity lhis 4 qr &e one band, the tlr-

poorErassesof Nigeria
For &e avoldance of doubq "nadonal unlryf the'consclous

Ideolqglcd and plttcal choke of the N@rlan l"eff ls rrdan
ldle ortlassqllaboradontst orBonalnrtist cholce. Nor ls lra
cumptorlise wirft, or surrender go neofasAsm. It ts an trde'
pendlent and reCpon$ble clrole prerirtsed uncompropldngly
on $dalist vislon oftreftrnrrc, pennanenc raolusonary $rugi.
gle for popular dernoSracy and sodalism tn l{igprla ardrerolrr
donary tnternadonallsrq
fighters qgainst ethrric oppression ln Niggrla shorld make or

be assisred U the tfigerian leftto rnake a disrtrcdon, as Rosa
Lxembr.rqg did at ttre beglnning of the zo$ csnrry betlrreen
sdre righr os be free frorn ethnic oppression' and {the rigbc ro
na tional or ettrnic seltdeterrninatirxr' (whldr hbmrtca$- 46
forMarxlss- has Included ctre rlgtrtto-secessionl In tbeNISpr-
lan contfxr the fonner Is a populardemooadc asptm&n; it Is
Iqgitirnare; tt Is correctand it ian ard will be reah6d fhe tiner
is unrealtsable, eyen throtrgh $raE Ettrniq naenalify 0ghters -

should expand d:eiranention to apardcuhrrmt carse of our
republiq fteanrrurtprinciples ofcfth$$ip fu ndarrnnul hu:
rnarr pditicd, orupadonal and civil nght$ as unll asprirrciples
of strte policy wi[ be enhane{ the Federal Gorerninent will

plotuatlve sodoeconomlc bundadon of &e tlserlan nadon -
ibarts Capitaltsrq &e guaranmr ofall causes-an4 on dre o6s
han{ dre xr,erely limited deftnttton of dennoary teedom and
dtizenship adopte4 In pracdce by l,lperia's nrlers,

giveup a substantial fraction of its anrrent responsibilityand
appropriadon

.al .
bthe srres ard bcal goriernrrnnts. The stateq
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