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cd by private enter*
prisc participati.on

"ff never was CIasy to hrew and operate a
policy that balanccs the democratic
iemdnd for a free flow of information with
the larger need of suppressing the informa-
tion thbt might pr$ve destructive of the
whole and 

- the obligation of not over'
whehning the individ.ual with so trlrch
infonnation ttat he starts living in unorbid

fear nf his environment"'
;;;;=-i-;;- -*ffi T1;;=;**l;il

"THItr I{BC (without the distraction of

regional broadcasting systems) would have

played the role occupiod by the BBC in

Britain. But unfortunately, that sancti'

rnonious position of daily bal,ancing what

the audience wants with what it t'lEEDS,

is being challenged by a move to take

broadcasting, as it were, into business."

-

Pgblic broadcasting
alone cannot ' give

broadcasting the kind

of variety that will
make it thrive".

l

It is difficuit to justify
Mr Kolade's premise.

If an;-thing, the enter-
power t0 transmit. tainment slice of

It is not generally NBC,s programme con-
realised that the mcve tent has been as large
to "capitalise" broad- as to be almost scanda-
casting is backed by lous. It has been va-
individuals who have riously put at two_
grown rather powerful thirds and four-frfths.
in the country. It Iust as the balance has
even includes Mr Chris- ttarted becoming more
topher Kolade, the responsible, the direc-
director general of 1s1-general is cqfing
NBC himself' that the NBC concerns

Speaking at a news- itself too mrch wtUr

paper interview to "public enlighten-

merrk the 20th birthday mentl"'

anniversary of thc The issue, horvever is
t)'lU(l. Mr Koladc rs rc- not the pro*ranlnle tra
ported ro havs said that lance o{ the NtsC, The
hr<;adc-astittg "irj iln issuc is wtrether tlre
rrndertaking that rutls specter of private broarl-
through the life of the casters appealing to all
peoplc' It is not only sorts of sentiments r'
for relaxation or edu- orcler to increase their
cation or pub'lic en' auclience, thereby 

^t
lightenment. It consists tract more reven*e
ot' r'aricty. If it is pub- from *dyrtising, is not
iic rlin, as the NBC, ir ,toq chilling t'<s conlcm
r:0llc*Irls itself IrIoIil Plate

"trT is dffiicult to iustify Mr Kolade's pre'

rnise. If anything, the entertainment

slice of I'iiBC's programme content has

been as large as to be alnnost scandalous'

It has been vari$usly put at two-thirds and

four"fifths. Just as the balanbe had start'
ed hecoming responsible, the di,r*ct*rr'

gensral is crying that the II{BC concerns

itself too much witfu 'public enlighten-
ment'."

ffi

with public enlighten' The NBC is tco 
-g9ol

ment. But this creates t3,'hil$-' 
,ll,}"tt$lf.

the difficulty of meet- -^-L
ins the enterilin;;, :il:f-#:ifTtl
requirements of . the stretch our manpower
people. Broadcasting in and facilities unneces-
Nigeria will be enrich- sarilY.

*.lmpmpilrlar Hs$ays
iIASSEV IiKf){} [tAS$ItY

ffi

IT Is a conlm'on fea'
ture of indulqent new
nations that fher ope'
rate the colonial struc*
fures that w*tr lcft
be*rincl by the *'dePad'
,ng'o r-,*lonige*. At
lea.tf thev trr fo.

ldigcria ailsl?eni ttris
description of il€o-
colnnies, But the Nige-
rian Rrondcasting Cor-
puna(icn has rlenron-
stmted tlrnt it is not
always a *r*rrnatic
.:r[rcrlence tr'r fiollou'
u'here fhe c*lanisers
lc,al.

I'he hI.R.dl. i'-." ir: rrix
+piriiott. t-h*, ?*.:si fhitl:
"llir)r " did f+r .":,i!ga,'q'it.

Because new n*ti*ns
:lrr: se',t on fragile cnn
di(ionr of unitr'" an<l
trocausc brontlrnsting is
fhe deepe*{ penrtratlnq
mediurn of nuss coltl-
munication whlch does
ndlt re;pefl troundarles
of literacy, th* chnlce
of a centrallv .ontrol'
!r.d hroatlcasting srxter*
frras txxsrne t{tl irnp*r;r
tiY* optlc* fr:v n*titxt-
huilcling.

The NBC. as the logi-
cal successor t0 the
Nigerian Brcarlmsting
Service ancl the IlnrPire
Service, answers this
need for nation build-
ing througfu broad-
casting.

"Ihere have |161ryQvBFr

been distractinns.'Ihere
is for instance,
werful move

a p(}"

to take
broaclcasting into
;rriva.te qxf.trr
broadcasting hr r'

h*en 1:rr:"iif* ra t.erJ

ethnic encis.

To $hange
It never was eilsy to

Irr0rrr and opcratg a
policy that balances
thc rlernc.cratic clemiittcl
i'or a free flow of in"
l'orntatir:n witlr thc
larger nced of Suppress-
ing the information
that might prove des-
trrlctive r:f the wholc
;tnd t.he obligation r:f
Irlt ilr,enr,l'iclnring t[rc
tnd ivirJu a I rvit lr s<r

illirch infonlation thet
hr-, startt; living irr nt(--)r.
liid I'cur t;{ iris cn,rirtr,,
ment.

"Ihat is why the
liritish legac.y is good.'['l:e N Bf,' (withorrt rjre
distraction of regional
systems) would have
played the role occupi-
ncl by the ISBC in
Britain" But unfortu-
nat*ly. thal sanctimc.
nious position of rlaiiy
haLancjnir what the
audienc.e wants with
w{rat it. NEtsIf S, is be-
ing challenged by a
mc,ve to take broaC-
casting, as it were, into
business.

The draft ccnstitu-
tion endorses the reten-
tion of broadcasting in
the public sector. 

-But
it grants the president
discretionary powers to
decide who should
break this public mono-
fioly.

_- Similarly, although
Broadcastingis, uncler
the currr.:nt legal sys-
tern, stil,l in state hands,
certain private alterna-
tives are inching closer
and closer tc, this
"market".

The American-tback-
ed ELWA studio at
Igbaja and the Chris-
iian Radio Studio at
lJyo. are perching in
waiting for the- dav
when a president of thl
draft constitution's des-
cription will givs tliem

il80: Tm fiood

€.

qucnce r:f thc shr:'rt-
comlngs *f tht I'iL](' In
wi:ich citse. rathr:r t.han
ir.ongfit{u}atg f.}r,: {,"orP,l'
r:rtirrn fcr l-'garln?:, thr:
ir;l-'.-ir,t! liliii. lli:.i,'l;tllr

broarica"sting" orlc
shc',ukl blarn* it f rlr
allowing i by its
errors), rr:gional sys'
tems, to clevek:P ancl

pander tn th.e tr:ibal
divisions of the coun-
try

That observation is.
<;.t coursc, misieading'
NRC is nr:l in crror.
1{cgional hroadcasting
rlt:velopetl as a restrlt

of the rcqionalisation
of pctritics and the in-
efieftiveness of the

centre. It develoSred,
not becatrse of the NBC,
but in sPite of it.

And regional broad-
casting hai. been quite
an experience for
Nigeria!- Because of
their deep penetration,
tribal politieians trave
found 

- the regional

broadcasting stations
the most effective bases

for their campeigns of
hate. CamPaigns that
cut acress class and re'
cruit the worst in hu'
man tendencies.

The Eastern Nigeria

Broaclcasting Corpr:ra-
tlon was perhaps, thc
nt0:;1,,:lTecrti',,C vehiClC:

rusaj f or eclucating
L:;rst.ert:trs away froni
:!-r,,'l,iti(;{r;tl JrurP11,q: ;ti
tlir: tirtir nf thc cnsis
thal precedxl the civil
war. .5o was it alleged
that the first 'vave tlf'
pogrom in. the llortli
was occasicnerJ by a

Radic, Cameroun broacl-
cast, relayed by Radio
Television Kaduna to
the effect that north-
erners were bei.ng
killed in the east.

ln all this. the l\lll{
rnainfainecl its compo'
sure, never struck a

discordant Dot€ to the
tune r:f unity.

As a fall out frcrn
this, the corporation
has been generally cri-
ticised as being too
close to the government
to be of much use to
the public.

Most of the instancc's
cited to illustrate tltis

view are largely cr:rrect,

but the verdict is too
sweeping and exagge'

rated.

flxaggerated & n d

unfair,

the
Anci
sin*c

i

1.{ )

f.ihief f-)bafr:nrj,/1*'rl
1ft"q'r] who ;lt;r rt,erl t'he

prnLif*ration b','- setting
i,p ft regir::ttatr ractio
slat.ion ar il:aclan in

u*mpetitic'n '*'i1h tire
lnIBC, sairi h* dicl sry

bmause he had been
denied acces$ to T"JBC

facilities,

Using this logic, it
has been argued that
pfr-rfiferation develoPeci
as a logical conse-

"TI{A issue, however is not the program-
me balance 0f the NBC. The issue is
whe*rcr th* spectre of private hroad'-
casters appealin'[ to altr sorts of sentinreptc;

ixr or*ler i" incr&se their audience, therehy
attr*ct Hlorsr revenue from advertising-'*&
ffi ;* chili:, to conternPlate. The NBC

is too gotd to ehange'"

'{


