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Lppendix C: Mational Objectives and the Faculty of /rts and

Social Sciences.
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© The state is a poliﬁiéalwphehbménonlwifh dbstract
characteristics which cut-across time, space and culture,
As such, it rests on a universally applicable raison d'etre
which derives from the very nature of human survival, . On
the other hand, each individual state has peculiaritiss
which result from the unigueness of the specific combination
of space and time to which it is tied, The proper concep-
tval environment within which to determine the national
objectives of any state, therefore, must first be based on
a desire to align such objectives with the fundamental
reasons for the existence of states. ‘Secondly, it must be
based on the need .to set these objectives - and to.
identify others - within a framework determined by the pecu-
lier circumstances of the stats in question, |

ligeria's national objectives must be determined, then,
from the very fact of. its being a state whose existence
derives justification from the performance‘qf functions.
which citizens everywhere dand at all times expect their.
state to perform for them, ~En this ‘connection, a state is
essentially a device for creating the requisite conditions
for human survival at a tolerable level bf'civiliZa%ion.r_Such
concepts as unity, self reliance, justice; democracy, '
economic growth, etc are merely individoal facets subsumed
under the conditions which stotes create for human syrvivel,
These iniversalistic ideals form the cors of the national
objectives discussed below, ‘But they are set within the
context of, and derive concrete interpretation from, the
peculiar circumstances which chiaracterize and circumscribe:
Nigeria as a political community, It is to a brief analysis
of these peculiar circumstances *hat the rest of this preamble
now addresses itself,

The historical derivation of Nigeria is perhaps the key
to an understanding of the country's existence as a state,
The_first’significont,point abaut the history of the :
country is that prior to British colonial entry, the area
now making up Migeria consisted of g patchwork of various
political entities, with different sizes, cultures and
degrees of external exposure,. - Of course, these different
entities formed part of a wider /\‘frican historicolvprocesS'
which was firmly rooted in the peculior character and evoly=
tion of the African environment, They were engaged invary=
ing degrees of interaction through trade, wars uhdfvcriQUS'k
forms of cultural diffusion process, Consequantly, on a
coptinental or broad regional level, they shared certain
common cultural, technological and ideological traits. Never-
theless, these entities hod~individualisfic,éohCeptions B
national destiny which in each case was rooted in the '
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existence of a unique cultural and: historical experience,

The second significant point. has to do with the charac-
ter of British colonial "intervention", the driving force
behind which was the appreciation of the fact that success
in commercial exploitation depended squarely on political
control, Hence British political activities were directed
at ensuring minimal conditions necessary for the diversion
of the country's wealth, and at ensuring that there existed '
‘a certain level of controlable hostility between ethnic '
groups consistent .with minimgl stability, Givep sugh
clearly vlterior motives, it would have been quite illogical
and out of character if the British had gone out of their
way to actively encourage the emergence of a truly ligerian
nation and to iAstil .a sense of national consciousness in
the citizens. Apart from this singular act of deliberate
ommission) the .British - also understandably and in keeping
with normal colonial practice - discouraged the development
of a vigorous ‘internal economy that could assert. sufficient
independence from the metropolitan base, Even more important,
because. it vnderlies the relatively intractable problem of
reorientd%fh@“oux-society‘any’from'q deeply entrenched v
psychological commitment to the colonial ethos, is the fact
that the British appreciated and tried to meet the need '
for wider cultural indoctrinatioii as a precondition for the
long=term success ofgtbeiifésséhtially«mq@éricliétip designs,

¢

The third significant point is that in granting inde-
pendence, the British had no intention of giving up the
benefits which their association with Nigeria had conferred
on thém;ffThéy:wenm?thxoughfthé}mo%iansyqf,handing evex
political authority to Nigerians, but in reality clung
tenaciously to the substance of it. Thus they continued to
control and manipulate the internal production and external -
- exchange relations while, into the bargain, relinquishing
the”findncidltreSponsiﬁiliiiesvof an overt colonial relation-
ship, L e ' -

‘ipart from taking o look at the above features of our
political history, it is also important to consider the
présent-day environment which willtinfluence the working out
of a destiny for the country, These w;llﬁbé'bdhsideredgin

. .terms of the world context, the African context and the

Sl

Viewing Migeria in the context of thélentire'world;
a number of significant points are apparent, The first .

point is that she is part of that section of the world .
usvally labelled ds economically wnderdeveloped, Secondly,
she is a victim of external relationships of a neocolonial
nature’whichvimpligs,ﬁhatfhér*eéonomypis’subjéCtﬂfofSubtle,
incessant and reverhorating manipulations from thé: outside
and that mere ripples in the stonomic fortunes of powerfyl
western countries ~ dnd of their 'international® corporations
- produce substantial turbulehee in her econony, Thizdly, -
the economic and mili§er’helpiessness,»consequen% on.the
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above features, places her quite low in the hierarchy of
world political power, L '

: However = and this iz the fourth point - she is
endowed with a size of population that is by no means insi-
gnificant, Of course, her size of population only places
her in the middle range in relation to the world pattern,
but it is significant for at least two reasons. It is the
largest in Africa and also it is the largest population
of black people grouped with a country dnywhere. in the world,
The logical consequence is that she is normally expécted
to assume a position of leadership in the struggle for the
total emancipation of the African continent in particular,
and the en&ire“black.population of the world.in general,
Horeover - which is the fifth point - her possession of
substantial .resources means that the economic, hence ultimate
militqry'a@d;poli%iccl,.potentialgfor_givihg’subsistencef
to her leadership role does exist,  In .particular her oil:
wealth has proved.crucial, In this connection, the zecent
world oil crisis.has helped to unmark the vulnerability of
the present. economic supremacy of the western powers. Finally,
her strategic position in relation to the struggle for
Africa and black emancipation, coupled with the arowing
realization of her considercble potential for economic and
political power, leads naturally to her being closely - !
watched as a potential threat to existing structure of

" world power,

Whereas, from the point of view of the currently powerful
nations, lligeria is viewed with awe becouse of her strategic
position, for African countries in general she is, or at

any rate should be, thought of as a source of hope, .Any -
degree of success that attends her continuous attempt to
give substance to her independence will have hopeful implica-
tions for similar success elsewhere in Africa and will o
further strengthen her for the role of effective leadership,
On the other hand, in her struggle for o more concretes:
independence, not only can she expect direct obstacles from
the world powers who stand to gain by her continued subor-
dination, but also her efforts will tend to be thwarted by
some /\frican countries who are (unrepentant or merely helpless)
neocolonial clients of these majox-world powers. This means
of course that her position vis-a-vis other /frican
countries is not as straightforword as it might. appear and
that in trying to lead them, she will have to pick her
steps carefully through a complex wet of entrenched inter-~.
national interests of bilateral and multilateral dimensions,

Even more important for the working out of our national
objectives is a clear appreciation of the domestic situation,
several features of which may be identified, On the credit
side, there is the existence of substantial human and’ natural
resources which, if put to proper use, would ensure a high
level of general good., Out againgt this is g whole series



of problems which not only hinder a realization of the
_benefits which our resources pronlse,'aut also strike at

the very basis of human happlness. There is the problem of
economic underdeVelopment linked with the problems of low
technoloay, product1v1t/, qnd education, (uite apparent

from the quantitative aspect, the educational proflow may

be further dnalysed, in terms of orientation and content

and also with regard to geographic incidence, /(nother
feature of the domestic. envaronnen% are the problem° which
surround the 1neOUQL1ty of access ‘to resources and in the
distribution of the notional output., There are inequalities
_between. the rural and urban populdtions, between farmers

‘and middleman, between owners of capital and the providers

of ldbour, ‘and so on.f These are matched by, and in some
_cases give rise to,. s;mllar inequalities of access to pover,
justice and equity, Add to these the problems of corrup-
tion and nepotism and those of ethnic chduv1n1sm and you

. have a society seething with anustvce and ' hate, These probl-ms
are of course the logical consequences of a value‘sysiem
which exhibits a number of quy featureés, One of the most
abhorrent is the de1T1catvon of wealth erespectLVe of the
means by which it is acquired, Azno%her feature is the
faliure to place the qualltles of - self-ossurance and origina-
lity a hlgh Up on our scale of values, VYet’ onothe? ig our
passiveness which borders on fatalism, Thus: there is the
‘disposition, for example, to see very little tﬂat is wrong
with might being right and to accept hierarchy as an inevita-
ble prznczple of 3001al structure,

Naticnal objectivés

The ubove preomole hcs ut+emp?ed to present a orlef
outline of the environment within which to define the country's

_objecwlvea. In fdcr, ‘it is such an envzronment that under-
‘lies the debate on wundamental national ob 1ect1ves which
has outherem momen%um since the crisis and civil waxr., Out
of tﬁvs debate, a consensus has arisen over the need to
systemat;cal]y forge national unity; the need to eliminate
all forms of foreign control ond manipulation; the need to
rapidly improve the conditions of life and the dignity of
the common peonle, the need to.ensure just and equvtamle
distribution of wealth and amenities; dnd the need to bring
‘about genuine popular participation., The following national
objectives are: dlscussed within the- %ramewor of these funda=-
mental needs, ‘ '

L Mational'lnteq;dtibn and Unity

The lmportance of this objective is not necessarily
that the existence of lli gerla as a nation is still in doubt
but it is a manifestation of the will of a community to
further strengthen the Honds of unity amongst themselves,.
It arises mainly from a realiza%ion of the-adverse consequ~
“ences of disunity, both in terms of the meoss1tlllty of
normal life and in terms of opportunity for foreign monipu-

lation, Policies must be devised, then, which seek %o
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strengthen this country, not merely as an ad hoc govern=-
mental activity, but as a fundamental social aim., To
achieve this, .national institutions and public programmes
must be designed to carry out policies which are integrative
in nature,

2. National Self Reliance

This refers to the continuous effort to generate and
harness the forces of production in order %o increase a
nation's use of its own resources and reduce its dependence
on others to a minimum. Since production is a necessary »
condition of human existence,; the attempt to sustain a nation's
existence and development through in?ernallyrgeherqted
forces constitutes at once a process and .a condition, a
means and an end, . . '

: Inasmuch as self reliance involves a continuous effort
to achieve self sufficiency, it constitutes a process, Self
reliance is also on objective in the sense that it ombraces
and recognizes the idea of independence ds a national valve,
. Furthermore, the fact that total independence or complete
self sufficiency is impossible %o attain, there will always
be reason and a necessity to endeavour to .achieve the
desired life state, It is its double character of process
and goal which gives selfrreliance'itSfp@rmenence. Permanence,
then, is a fundamental characteristic-of self relicnoe.

There can be no such thing as self reliance which is intended
to cover a specific period of a nation's life, Rather self
reliance can be thought of as a basic ‘principle within

- which a diversity of programmes of different durations and
magnitude c¢an be implemented, Self reliance, strictly
speaking should be pursued in the sense of a 'permanent
revolution,' . : ‘ -

Self reliance is total, not partial., It covers all

aspeets of a nation's life and cannot, by its nature, be
- restricted or limited to o selected number of problems,
There is the danger of concentrating on a few problem areas,
e.g. food production, achieving a certain measure of success
in these areas and therefore assuming, on the basis of this
result, that self reliance has been attained, It is almost
meaningless, if not altogether contradictory, to talk of
self reliance in, for instance, the national economy when
the educational system is totally dependent - especially if
. the major role of the educational system in a nation's
.. economy is recognizedy

The element of totality points to another very important
v_choracterisfic,of~self'reliance,-ﬁhuﬁ is its systemic nature.
The systemic quality of self reliance lies in the fact of

~the interrelatedness of . a society's institutions such that

- changes in one institution are followed by or are associa-

. ted with changes in other institutions. Development in
education; for example, produces changes in the economic out-
put of the nation, affects the system of social values,

shows its influences on the family structure etc, ete, The



systemic nature of self reliance further confirms its
totality and thus emphasizes the need for a broad-based
_and integrated approach to the problem,

These considerations point out quite clearly thot
the essential aim of self reliance is to achieve a high
measure of self sufficiency and independence both on the
national and individuval level, Ilore specifically it seeks
to promote in and, at the same time, expects of the
individual originality, inventiveness and, above all,
emancipation, whereby emancipation is regarded as @
necessary condition for originality and inventiveness., On
the national level self reliance means establishing and
maintaining independence (i.e, ensuring freedom form
foreign control) in all aspects of national life, especially
taking full control of the national resources away from
foreign monopolies and usin@ them forx natlonal devolopment.

Iindividual emanc;patlon and natlonul lndependenoe myust
not’ be, and are not necessarily, contradictory, The apparent
contradition in the simultaneous endeavour for individual
and national 1ndependence in fact underscores the non-
additive noture of 1nd1v1duai actions which constitute the
totality of notional performance, It is precisely in this
sense that cooperation becomes a major .factor in all phases
of self rellunce.‘ ‘

g, /. Great and Dynamic Cconomy

This objective must be cualified, / great and dynamic
economy which encourages considerable social and economic
inequality on the basis of private accumulation of ueal%n
cannot be uccepted as a desirable objective, ‘

Such an economy will only be beneficial if it ensures
full employment, public control of the key sectors, and an
efficient and satisfactory distributio# of the social product.
This objective can only be achieved on the bases of the
development of heavy industry as the motor for any dynamic
. 8CoNoOMY . e

4, Justice dnd Lquity

People can haxdly be expected to 1dent;fy with
national causes, show responsibility and commitment etc.,
if they are denied their rights or are accorded no rights
at all or where conditions are such that certain individuals
or groups cdn impose their will on the generality and

efrect;ve‘y operate with their own definitions o’ justice,

One of the primary conditions for effecting socicl
justice and equity is the prevalence of a general awareness
of the rights of the citizen and the existence of the means
for securing them, In practical terms it involves an equi-
table distribution of resources ot the notvonal product not
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only between geographic darecs, but ‘alse between sogluT
~cotegorves and individuals, 'u?*lmeﬁely, the exploitation
- of man by mon must be abolished and all individuals nust

- have equal access to the fdcilities and opportunities for per-
sonal deVeFopment and for the improvement of their. social
- and: ecohomic condltlon. wore.genevally it means the esta-
blishment of social justice as o societal value ‘and as g
principle guiding social relations., For it is a guality
which can only be brought about if those in policy=naking
positions are imbued with the right: attitude and the
compassion for making decisions that will engender soczal
justice,

B R ere and Genuinely Democnﬁfic'Socie?y

- The need to ensarine *hese ﬁualliles cannot be over=
emphaszaed Freedom is necessary to enable the individual
live his fullest life under the protectlon of a united,
strong and self-reliant nation., But he must be free uzthln
a circumscribed sense, /bsolute and vnlimited freedom is
certainly not the purpose of this netional oLjec?1ve.»

Individual freedom must be conceived within a limited perspec-
~tive especially in so far os the action of 1nd1vaUG?o

~can subvert the collective will of the people or cause ‘con-
siderable dLscomfor? and distress to other individoals, It
therefore means that individuals should be able ¥o exercise

- certain bBasic freedoms within an established ncclonaF ph;lo-
,zsophy. Such freddoms can lnclude.

a) freedom of thngu% to enable 1nd1v1dwals tnznf and
generate ideas aboyt existing and future directions

of the country, This is morx&cular‘v important if
opportunities for beneficial change and +ransvormatlon
of soc;ety are not to be los% s;ght of,

o) freedon of movement which allows for individuals to
move freely within the country and of course ‘to settle
wherever they wish, The recognition of this freedom
by the state is a precondition for the ostabllsnnent
of a unlted and . stronw natwon.

;c) other 1ndvv1duaﬁ rlgh+s and rr@edoms which are
necessary in every society aond help to enshrine o ‘sense
,of securlﬁy and ldenflivca%von WL?q the nation,

In: ordez to brlng cbout a ﬁ@ﬂUlnely denocratlc soczery,
the system must encourage popular gorticipation -in ell
»spherms of national life to the extent of total involvement,
To initiate. thls process there is first the need to meolke
the citizens aware of the national condition and. proLlems,
and of the resultant natlomal ogjecélves. Then therxe is the
need to make them feel a sensec of personal commitment to the
achievement of these national o objectives, and to.enable them
reollze that thelr lﬂdLV;dUd] contribution is called for,
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‘ There is thus a situation in which every individual sees

himself as an active, useful link in the chain 6Ff activi-
ties that constitute national production,. It is thiz '
realization by the individual, of.the Useful'pgrt that he
can play, is expected to play, and is rewarded for playing,

“towards the realization of a noble objectiveﬁthuf‘leddsi
to total involvement which is the means and essence of

‘génuinehdehocpacyg¢gv, L e
The Role of the University.. . .. o l.n o

Nafidhdl objeétives,mgy,bg,regqrded as'staféﬁén%sfor

definitions of goals formulated and adopted by a cduntzy

as guidelines or orientations for the totality of its
activities, They do not only serve to give direction ond
purpose to action but“ales constitute a basis for evaluating
individual,_insﬁitufipnol,qnd»nctionql-performance, flence

“the very existence of our universities cannot be~ justified
- except in so far as they operate with the spirit of, and

posi%iVely'advqncé,'ou:"nationql‘objectives. “As dinstitu=

‘tions which produce, transmit ond apply knowledge, skills

and' ideas, and which subject ideas to critical dissection,
they ‘occupy a very strategic position in~the‘entireﬁnmt;qnal

‘system, It is for this reason that any country vihich

allowed its universities to by controlled by foreign elements

“inimical to its vital interests might just as well hand. gver

its reigns of government to foreigners., . The entire

“ndational situvation (both internal and external) as well ‘as
> the. problems that confront all areas of our national’ life must

be the concern of the universities, Their specific role
must be that of creating and disseminating a cohsciousness

~of our hational situation, creating the necessary mental

conditions and‘dﬁigfudesffor_coming to grips with our problems
in the context of our national.gbjec%ives,”andféupplying -

the relévant prdb%icul‘skills for running the national system.

This discussion has an important implication for the

- ‘acadenic work in Ahmadu Bello University,

A

:ldquWI? ngQe8%$ that h;;Student should he dilowed'to graduate

from this bhiversity”wi%hobt,imbibing a consciousness of

our national circumstances and the mental attitudes which
should impel him_towardspselfless,kdediCG%ed,’aﬁd beneficial
service to his countrymen. it is therefore suggested that

:gc~beginniﬁg’Univers;ty—wéde7gourse‘on general studies be

launched with fhe aim of ensuring a certain level of sensi-
tivity to our ndtionql.problems.undAof'inculcating the right

. mental attitudes in our gradyates, It is also suggestdd’

that such e‘cpurééféhoul@ihdve'philo$9phyzas.i%s foundation
inlorder“tQ»equip‘sﬁudentsAfor_the war: of minds which our-
national destiny implies, : e o o

2 Lecturers will also require o reorientation, The =
incesscnt’hdnkefingiqf%er "prestigious overseas journals" as

g

S DR
.
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outlats for their pubﬁlcatvons must stop. fnsteud since
‘our national objecklves demand that their aim hould be to
effect improvement in our national 51tua+1on and to influence
policy in this regara, emphasis must now be shifted to

the encouragement of local Nigerian/African journals, Also
lecturers must be dlscrlmznctln@ in their attendance of
overseds conferences, and when they attend they must be

sure that they are not merely feeding foreign interests with
the 1nformatxon for nakvn@ declslons that are ultimately
antagonistic to us. 

3e  Promotion of academic staff should rerﬂe t contribution
to national development .

4o Flnally, here is need to re-examlne the external
examiner system in over %o ensure that the stonddrds whlct
we seeck to mdxntdzn are really those which are relevmh¢ to
the achievement of our national oayec%zves.

The Role of the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences

The faculty of arts and social sciences has %he gpecific
tasks of conduct;ng research and teaching into social existence
and consciousness, Given these tasks, it seems that the
faculty should direct itself to the following, in oxder to
work towards the national ohjectives:

1, The development of commitment to national unity
through the study of the existing state of
national intergration ond unity and the foroes
transforming this,

The development of national consciousness and
self-respect througf the study, appreciation and
creative work in Nigerian and /ifrican languages,
literature, art and other forms of cultural
expression, The appreciation of these is %o be
deepened by supplementing it with the study of
significant and relevant expression of %he
culture of other parts of the world,

PO
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de The deve!opment of an awareness of the position
of ligeria and /Africa in the world today and of
the problems and obstacles to ochzev;mJ genuine
independence through o study of the forces and
relations which are determining this.

4

« The developmeﬂt of an awareness of the cowdltvons
of life of the common peopﬁe of this country and
the ways and problems of improving this and
ensuring their livelihood and dignity through
the study of the concrete conditions here and in
other countries in similar circumstances,
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The development of an awareness of the evolytion,
structure and values of the Nzgarlcm political
and. social systems of the ways of ensuring
national intergration and stability through
- genuine popular participation; through a study
of the concrete conditions here and in other
coyntries in similar cnrcums%qnces. 4

O
.

The development ou'“he commlitmenm, capacity
and self-confidence to conduct research and
discover more about all these 1% through the ordation
and modification of new and more relevunt concepts
nd me%nodologwes. ' ,

Ao tryvng to dvschdrge these runctaéns, the faculty

shcbld not feel constrained by the ‘existing disciplinory

boundaries, but should make use of the" 1n%erdlsczpllndry
or multzdlscvplinqry approach wherever a research o
teach;ng.problems demands it, - . _ o

«
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