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i,tIGIiIllA -SflORTC0l"lIi{GS 0F N{IL]TAHY RIJLE'B

iry

Y. tlsman

/Yn ttigerian contribritor Cescr:l.cs 1,1:er neo-..col.onia1i".rt ecorrolil,r ofhis coounLry, anci cxpressesl scepbici,-si.'i that 1,he officer 
"orp" ,,oo,in power '"ri11 i:e capabJ-e o1' affectinrl the r;Lrlical refor,'ns needed

Lo soLve the pr"essir:i; p:roi:leils of naLior:r.r_ reqer:ei'atir:n', flciitor,,7

The l';ligeri.an -4.rmy is another ex.-colcniill institution a.nd has arr

officer corps with a socj.al iiteology idei:ticaL bo that of bhe senior civit
servants, only bheirs i:as a clash of'tl:e Sandtiur.sl coni;ernpt for civilians.
This ma"kes it constitlrLronally incapable oi destroyii-ig the rooLs of
i.-igerian corruption aild apaLhy. For tliese roots are cieeply set in the

st.atus sysLeiil of the bureaucracies and irr the reaction of the clan anrl

family organizaLi ons tc 'che exlsting patt,ern of productive relat,ionships

betureen the oeasantry on the one hanii ancl the bur.callcracy and foreign

capitalists on ihe other. The r,rajors r^rho leC the rerrolt, and the colonels

and lieuterranL-colonels uiho replaced the politiclans, are in the same

social cla.ss ancl in fact have extensive personal conrlecticns with

perrnatlenL secreLaries,. top corporatiol e:lecuLives and c'Lher managerial

staff 'n'hcse coii:prete i"eplacel:errt, as r, ;^r;]j-ry: group is necessary f,or an3r

real cl:ange i.n lhe social and politlcal sysLer-:r.

llov.i to proceed Lo shot^r this s-r'stem is a rico*coLonialist, sysfem.

And hot*' any analSrsis of its ccrruption always leads back to this basic

fact. This fact aboi:b:iiigeria can, of course, Lre concealcd uncler alr
sorts of rheLoric aboi.rL irnrier..clevelcpment r , ?emerging nat,ionhood ? 

,

? take*offs i , e'cc . br-rN l.;hat, it means in terms of lhe s:ocial , cconoi;ric

and cult.itral e:ri-sLerrce of the ;ligerian pea-sant a:rd rvorker is clear and

sinple. It r{eans exploiLa-tion and baruenness. ?}ie traryeirness of a

society in -r'rhich a luxury-..corlsiuner...tioods economy is li,ain';ained o:r Lhe

bac]< of a poor", ri:iscaseci, overi::r.xed and sr,;iildleci n;r"a,,- populatlcn.

The role of int-.ernatlonal ca.pitalisii: in lhiis sysf,l-,n is also quite cIear.

i:Article i:ublisheo irr ].'he Africitn Coin;:irnisb 2 
','o .26 1!(t{t , FF .5I,t*[:'1 .



It is exploitation Lhrouth j-lciusLrial ancl m"i-:rinr,. actlri1.ie*s, t.radii:1q,

conlract tlork for i:r-ii1c1-ing and roacis: ronstn"lclion, bairlcing ancl insuiancit.

Control of the iirdtrstria} ar..d" i'lanufactur.li:g sector is concenLrai;ed

in the hands of fhe ilniteC /ri'rica" Conpan1,. The iiigcria.n Tohacco Company,

John Hol.fs, Taylor iloodrou anri a for.,r obhet' Gernai: and Ai,rr;ric;rn firn.s.

The l$igerian 'llobacco coiiipri;rii, :i-'or iirst-,ance, .isr a subsicliarJi of the

iirternatj-ona} coinbitre the Llritlsh l-:itericar: Tobacco Conpany, a.ncl bhis fj-i-in

controls a.bouL !0 per ce:.:i: oI' t.he supply in cigarot'ces ancl arr r:qr.ia1" si-ze

in manufact.ui'J";i:1 actj-vrt,j.es. I'1. rrta.Ices i:u,,':6 O"oti.Ls by fixii.rir 1r-:r,r orices

for Lhe tobacco farniers, cha.rg.ing high priccs lor iis cigareLtes and pa.yi;rg

very 1or,; i,rasesr to i'cs wori<ers. Onl-y i eccnt,1y 'clir: r+or'Lrers aL it.s j.'actory

in Zaria had Lo tjo oLt si.ruke br.:fore they {:rct a rr:ng cver:dr-re i.r:creese. 'ilhis

conpnay i^rith. its;lonopoll, of l-fie suppl-y oi'ciga;:eLLes, iilo:1opc_l--rl -i"i: Lire

demand for raw Lobacco an.:l in soi:,e pJ,aces eveil that of seasotral crecl-1.t'a.o

the peasar:ts, exploilsl L,he cou-irt,r'y i.rii.h aii aj-mosi cal lous relj-sh. TLre oiher
?gianbi in lligeria. is iire Ii,ij-teci Afric;:r Compai:,v, a ilnilever suh:-.,i.rtrr.rlr.;,i

tlhich has sincc ii,3 r6ig1i1-ii.at,lr:l froirr a rnonopoly co:rLrol o.f';:,.i.o,ir.tcs.[;1',.:j.i.1:r

establlsl:ed it.seLf i"n i.exL-r.i.es, su.gar, bcei., lr'Giricl.,--. :;.srir:rrii;I1,, 3tx! 1;-l-,n6-st,

in all fieicls of iita.;:ii"rl"acturing acilvit,3r. Sholl*il.l. ancl the Ar,:erican lir-ll.f

0i1 llow cont.rr-r1 the i;rc:"easjrn!;i''/ inpcrr.ant. oj--L il:di.rsLrSr s,np1.,.Sizir.l,c j,ht:

bureaucral,ic'-capi.Lalis'u na.t,tii:'e of t.krr: eco::ciny slircr: petrcl.r,ritrii exLra"ciioir

i.s neCessaril5r "for i:oi-.<tp.o-|j.e :: alcl Lhror-.rlth rr:ir3f {;ies, Con,:essions a:rci

special Laxes 'c1:esr': iiroiropoiies builcl str'oirjil Iinils t^i:'-lli tirc bi;roail.ci,acy.

OLiit:r ca5:i.t;a1-ist, i'.iriiis concentrate on LLre irighly -1,.rr-:ratir,,o l,riirl,:et, of

luxury goods anci I'oocis. Lhe iireek fi-rr: A.0. l,ev+nbis, ti-i-il'i oi;her- Iridi-i-ir-i

and Levantiite trtercirant lrci.ises specj-eily concer'tt-.raLi: c)ri {l}.plcj.i;in.. riiis
need fct' e:;per'isi-ve sLaiur, corrsuliption of the civj.l ser"varlls, iltana.iqer.s 

?

polit,icians, the conpracicr a.ircl cor,nnercia,L bourgeoisie arril the arriy ofij-ce,rs .

Other iiruis in 'che traciing sect.oi' li}<e Pater-son i.cchc:tili, C.f ..A.0.,

alrd John iiol;sl ot" Liverpool cii:r,rir:a1;i,;1,he l.iholesale lnarkcb" !'oi: Johir I"k:l+;:.

especial.IY this t.ogtLlrer i";itl: ..i monopoly ci hire ir,-rcha,li,:.: facj.l-iiir:s.iir sor,ie
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areas has jed tc hi-Sh profi.t.s. In a sLaten:ent of, accoliritg pubLished irr

The lrinarlcial Tiiles of irel,:ruary 4fh , 1t)6(\, johir ilolfls raisecl lheir ani:.i;al

profits of fl604,000 in 1c)63-.64 to -!1,059,000 fcr the year. 11164 .jr!. An

j-ncrease of over 40 per cc;i'r; in a ,::ingle year. Ttr.l Cl:rairman assllreci Lire

shareholders of ian increasin3: fl.or.r of prcfils frorc tiris sourcer. -fher"e

is little reasoil t.o believe Lhat. Lhe rnillLar.y cout-1 uj.li rr:ake alry difference lo
this pre'.-iiction.

In building and roacl construction tlic big cont:"act ors are Ccstain, Borini

Porono, Cappa, Tayl-or l,.Joorii'ornr a::rri Bogia]-Ia.. In tl,is secl,or fne prof-tt, margins

depend direct,ly oir the decisions of poi-i'cicj.ai:s anri civil ser.vants abor,rt lhe :

locaLior: an<i fype of project er:rd the sta;rCard.s of inspecLion to bc impose<i

when ihe projeci is compleLed. jlire influence oi' tlie foneif_rn go\rernrnenl,s

who provide the loansr::li'ai'll;s an<j oilrer Li,rpe-s of raj-d; fci:.these projects is
another fact,or, incief-i-rlt,e biii crucia}, i1 t;l:is t,3r1_:e of'e;r1,1-loitatioil. A classlc

example of l,hej.r 'cype otl arrchiteclure is the costaj.r: ljousinit .rrsLaLc i.n i(aduna,

perha-ps 'che bes'u synbo). of the s'Lerilrty of i'li.3erian bureaiicratic*capita"l.ism.

Bt-tt, a nlore sr-:blle a.';tcl perrrasive por.rer is iii the banks and Lhe j-nsr.rrance

companies. :l'hey ar,l uildi)ui.,1;*l'iLr 'c,he nosL pcwerful i::rr.:Litut:i,:ns through whiCh

internatj-oiiai- capii,a-lis:r: Ltecps i"l,s ,3r"ip on 'ii,ieria. ila"r,r-:l-i,i,,rs lilar:k 1-r.C.0. ancl

The Banli o.i Uest A.irica::.i:e tl-.e ;r,lo,i1i-:r.:rts. li'ireir fcnl:acle.l cxieird ri2;irt inLo

the rural- ar(las thr:oi.ti;h Lhei.r special crecii.t, arrar'rilaricrrt.s',.ij.i;iL ti:c procjuce

Marl<e'cing CorporaLJ,ons. Tl:ese ,{ovcrniilenl; instit,ucto:,s :;-uara::Leer 'r.hc:jr buyiirr;

ageni.;s for bank 'l oans uliich ere i.lsecj for" t;he r:r.r::chai,.; of i;hc cash crops .

cocoa, gr"our:cntiLs, e'i,c.,- f.':"ol,i'u]:i.-,pe;isititis. 'llhe j-i:i,ere;rt, cn ilrese loans is,
of cource, extor"tcd froiit l.ht: pr,:;isan'c:"v bi, rveilr:irL,.-f:i-.xi:rrg or iry siii:1ti-3r trring a

peasanl to one buyer titrotrgh seasi',:ra.l- .loa.,:s anrl acir.rance:; lri:t:-L t,ire lasl olltlce

of his produce has been ,eucl":e(,1 olli. of' hiiit.

l'hi-s, in brj.ef', is Li:r.: I.li-,3cir-';iri ccono:ty. i'lnur i:.ire place of t.he 1:o1i-,cicj,ans

has becn tal<ei: lry arliy ofi-icrlrs. One Fartl,r, ?he ljurrthei lr ;"eopIes r Coplress 6f 1jre

Sardauna of Sok<;io ancl Ai:rii-;ai<ar ?afawa ]lalq-r.;a, seens to have disj-nte,gr^ateci. The

two older so,.rlherir part.:-cs are st.j_l] iirtact. ,Ihc,1i are sol_-irj1.y coLlposed of i:l.ie

boi.ti",rleois:-e ol ibacla.i:. Abeoki-:ia-, Cni-i;sl.)i,, ;.riltl i:;iir.t:r1i.i i,i.'ril Ll.rc;i- snol{esn:.er: j..!i,l
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J'awyers a'nc! -lol-trnalisis- ''lhe arn,y oi'ficers carl irardly i{over:1 for rr;nc!:

longer rriLhoi.rt thelr cc,.ciler.r.i-ion. ?Iie splne_i-ess ].r_i1l-,:3; clas,ses of
llorl"hern irlig;eria harrel beeii s.;a.reil or;L of their" ,.lit s r'ry 11re srrd,len dcaLh

of the sa't"dau'tla- anr'i it, rl-i-11- be sorin tire lreioyi: t,hey organj-ze theilsel-,;6s

again' Ihe al"ittrr i,o'''etirt:r i'ii.'sli tire sen.r-or. crvii :,erv:lnLs irils n.;l"l proceeded

to central.ize Lhe c.o,:::i;r1r s acir,iini-si,ra'uioll anci l.las alsc ia,l<r,.n oil:er ncnriurca
very conforting t'o ti"re f'ororil;: -lnrrestor' {r<,:i'. The ilcor:,r:,:iis,;, U.rida1,,, rrebruary

lith, 1966 1' l'loi rc of :-ts iiLe&.jii.t'ol:r i::ieains Lo !riii,,i,. l-,i,rckied birsic probl-er,r,.:.

Itr:cl riothirii{ ln t.ho pe::sona-lrty or pr"or:laira.tions cf it.s k-:acL:r.s sl-i,qr csts th;r-i

they tdi.I do so.

'Ihe al";:ty is a-rrr,'st-.i;t.1,; soine of t,hc ol.cl nolrtician.c a:rr,i tli,,r:hi, Lr5r.Lhen 
:'-

for corr".:1rt,io." anrl ;:11 soi-tl c.C nrayheil. -1,-.rt it l_aclrs i.hc ilirss .o1-loitii,r, 
anrJ

the cij-r:cip1i-,rr-' a;iii r'cri't;r, oi a coherci"t. :.cvoj-st:i-ona:-i, ,.rir:or-c.;iz 1-,6 i.acr..r_i: the
roots' The ai'l]ly cl"ilrot iilr,rJ:-ir"e antl orialli?e t,hc r,.ral pcpu)-aliol:i jriLo a sysLen
of 1.;i"ocluicr:rg; co.()lj.)t"Llj-irrc,; a;.:ci -'l-at,rr ,n1;o coirre,tneij vrhiCh rvoulcl ilecor,tr: i;hc

orilails of 6ovcriii.:ci:i,:-i: i;hc rttril- ar?as, ciJr-rirot ^h,:'.1-: r,nrl e;rparr,. thc c<lucabional
sj/3tL:rir, ca:,tno'; clii,'ioi.,,i i;ltC br.ir,,:,;.,Lrcrj,irc1,.,, i.r,clljcc j-.ir; srlari,ies, ci-Lr,ri,:ai;,: arl its
priviLc,les- ca:tlioi; r'':uI'::i:'ti.:le 1,i:;. oo.1,i-c,: i'crce i il.i ti-s:,:r-ss ;,osi. c.i ,r,l;a,i"r:scrtt offrc
officot's' I rci ti'lr'5'5' ai'ij rlj.iy a f:t'' ol i-l-,: cha;. .e.: lllr;.;oir,i;eJ-y ;; r,,,--nJ;..:-,il i,,) evel]

tlre eliminau:r-,or of cori.it::t, iti:. lhe c:onLrar j zatj_or: cf. .hr lrli:j.n -;.;t.r"at,io;t :r:_ll-

certair:13' it:cr"t':rsr r-r,.::,_,c1,, .:.iic lli,: ccs:: ibir,,n ;., tlri ol-cl ;;oii. j.ca|.,,:i3abi,-cr: lii11
rej-ilfoi.c:,. '..lri:. r';irr. c:ianjl,:, cha;:ie j.:, ,;er::::; cf. ille s,_.cial . r:;I j tical , c,ccno,:ic

anii cultlir:il r::.:Lr;i;.'-l1cc oj i;:,: r5c;':a,v! De;r.,ia.tt a iti l:o:.1..r:1. i;,r ,:;1. j-il- jar" orf .


