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r'tr!-tt u topic of this dialogue is, "I'he National Question: \Vhat is the
A Arr**ur?"'l'he problem we face here, right away, is that the national

question does not have an answer. It is not the type of question which has
an answer. The word question in the phrase actually means issue. And an
issue does not have an answer. It rnay, or may not, have a resolution. But it
certainly does not have an answer.

Antecedents

This phrase "the national question" goes back to nineteenth century
European discourse on major, and persistent, political and diplomatic
problems, which involved the issues of the nature and position of nations and
nationalities. 'fhere was, for example, the German Question: which was
about how the states and statelets of Germany, before unification, were to
order their affairs titttl [hair interntrl and external relationships" ll']rere wrrs
the Italian Q'uecLion, which was about the same things as applied to the
polities of Lhe ILalintr Peninsulnr. 'fhere was the Polish Question, whie h was
about what to clo about thc Poles, their territory and status. There was the
Irish Question; which cafire to be so decisive in British politics, and was about
the Irish struggle for independence. There was also the Eastern Question;
which was about how the major European powers were to share in the
dismemberment of the Ottoman Caliphate. After that dismemberment in
1914-18, and the simultaneous demise of the Hapsburg Empire, there
emerged the Ralkan Question; which was about the struggles over the
post-Ottornan, and post-Hapsburg, political order in the Balkans. The
Balkan Question, which ignited the conflagration that became the First
World War, has once again exploded into prominence, in l;he form of a crises
and civil wars in Yugoslavia, a polity which at present seems, painfully,
unable to break-up and unable to remain one.

* An opcnirrg contiblttion to thc 1st Arrntul Dialoguc orgarrisctl by tlre Citizen M,agazine, Confuence
Llall, Shcrat on I lot el, Ab uj a, 7' hursd ay, 20 t h Au gu st,'19 92.
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Political Discourse
It is for example, because of the shallowness and incoherence of the

political discourse in this country that the present military regime can foist
on us a notion as bogus as tl:at of "the newbreed", which can have no meaning
in democratic politics, because parties and individuals contest democratic
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Formulation
The point here is that,, itwas within the framework of this discourse, that

the debates over the general issue of the consequences of industrialisation,
democratisation, nationalisrn and imperialism on existing polities came to
tre formulated a"s: the national question The German Question, the trtalian
Question, the Polish Question, the Irish Question, the Eastern Question and
the Balkan Question, were all seen as particular mrurifestations of the
national question. This national question is not about the general conditions,
problems and destiny of a nation, or about the management of its affairs, as
most of the Nigerian media is cur.rently misrepresenting it to be,

The national questiotr is actually not a question ir: the comillon meaning
of the word "question"" By the national question, whaL is meant is the issue
of the composition of the nation, meaning the issue of the nature and the
relationship between the nationalities in a polity, with particular reference
to the relationships at the level of language, culture, religion, territoriality;
communal, ethnic and national identities;and citizenship. These levels of a
country's existence, of course, relaLes to almost all other levels, from ecolory
to economy, to law, education, military organisation, politics and
administration. For, it is not possible to meaningfully separate the issues of
citizenship and of communal, ethnic and national identities, for example,
frorn the issues of land ownership, employment, income distribution, the
political and legal rlrder, ar:d the exercise of political power, etc.

Clarity
But if this dialogue is to lie a real dialogue, which nteans a genuine

exchange of views and ideas, its suh.'iect nx:st have its meaning clarified as
to what it is precisely about. Otherwise we may end up speaking at
cross-purposes, without any chance of our understanding, and gaining, from
one another. This clarity over the subject we are exploring here today is
necessary, because one of the most basic political problems working against
the development of a genuinely democratic political culture in this country,
is the level of the shallowness and incoherence of so much of the public
political discourse. 'Ihe systems for this discourse often distort, rather than
illuminate, the realities of our historical experience and of our contemporary
conditions and circumstances.



elections, whose outcome is determined by a number of factors, some of the
most crucial of these factors; being their political antecedents, their political
records and their political history. The imposition of the notion of "the
newbreed" was intended to do away with all these things, which provided
the most solid basis for assessing the real meaning of the manifesto,
programmes and promises of a party and of a candidate. We are now to choose
between parties and candidates who are supposed lo have r:o pcilitical
antecedents, no political records, and no political history!

If the level of public political discourse in this country had been higher,
the whole dubious ntition of "newbreed" would Lrave been outrightly rejected
and laughed out of the ptilitical arer)a. With it, Lhe wlrole justilication of this
regime's carefully calculated project of intimidating, cowing, regimenting,
and debasing, civilian political activity would also have been opposed. The
destabilising, and dangerous, consequences of the failure t;o oppose this
project are now very clear, as the two newbreed political parties, and their
newbreed leadership move headlong towards wirat seems to be the almost
inevitable oubcome: self-d,estntcf, in computer language!

We must try here and avoid this shallowness and incoherence, which
mat'ks so much of our public political discourse in this counbry. We must be
as clear as possible as to what exactly is the subject of this dialogue. This is
so thaL whether in the end we agree with one another or not, at least we end
up comprchending each other's undeirstanding of a clearly defined subject,
and our position on the major issues arising from it.

This is why my opening contribution to this dialogue is going to be an
abtempt to point out the need to sweep away the heavy, and dusty, cobwebs
which obstruct our understanding of the actual nature of the national
question in our country. This dense cobweb of misconceptions and
misrepresentation as to what our counl;ry ar:tually is and how we huve come
to lte whet-e we are, prevcnt; so nruch of l;he discussion of Llte nntionnl question
in this country frour being fruitfirl and enlightening. Ignoranco piles on
ignorance! Prejudice generra[es more prejudice! Bigntry beget"s bigotry! The
blind takes over, and lead the blind!

Three Fairy Tales
In this contribution, I want to draw your attention to three q,idespread

firiry talcs wlri<rh nrc rluito ltasic to a lot of'thc rnisconceptions and
rnisrepresentation of the national question as it is manifested in this Iate
twentieth century polity known as the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

T'ho {irsl, farir:y l.ale is rttadr-: up of lhc sl.ury thaL bi:ftrrc Lhe l]ritish colonizrl
conquest, each tribe, ethnic group, or nationality in this country, lived largely
on its own, in its own sovereign kingdt-rms, city-states, chiefdoms or village
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confederations, under its natural rulers. According to this tale, these ethnic
groups may have one, or more, sovereign polities, whose rulers had brotherly
relations with one another, like is said Lo be the case with, for example, the
Yoruba polities supposedly linked by descent from Oduduwa; or the
Bura/Babur polities, supposedly linked by descent from Yanrta. A few ethnic
groups, notably the Llausa, the Pulani, the Kanuri and the Shuwa Ar.ab, are
said to have become so mixetl-up, particularly as a result of the 19th century
jihads, that they lived mixed in the sarle polities, rrohably the northerly
emirates of the Sokoto Caliphate arrd in Borno. I'he story rnaking up this
fairy tale narrates the rise of [he ]-ulani who are said to have established a
Muslim state ruled frorn Sokoto, which, alongside Borno, fell into, what even
before the British conquest, could be identilied as the'lFar North" alongside
a'Micldle Belt"and a"Souih". But the gist of this fairytale is thatthe political
entities which provided the building blocks of colonial Nigeria under the
British were basically ethnic polities: or in other words relatively distinct
and monoliLhic tribes, under nat'ural rulers.

The second fairy tale is made up of the sbory.of how the British conquered
these ethnic polities hy using superior military firepower; and by gimmicks
and tricks. According to this tale, the very serious and cnrcial internal
econontic, social, and political, developments within these politics which
made the conquest possible, and relatively easy, were of marginal, or even
of no significance. The gist of this tale is that our pre-colonial politics were
overwhelmed and defeated by superior European military technolory.

The third fairy tale is that the independence of this country was won by
these ethnic groups, now grouped into three regions, producing political
parties and political leaders, narnely the NCNC from among the Igbos; the
Action Group from the Yoruba, and NPC from the Hausa-Fulani; who led
the struggle lbr independence. ln this fairy tale, Nnarndi Azikiwe, Obafemi
Awolowo and Ahmadu Rello are placecl on the same pedestal, as the leaders
of these regional parties wiro fought for our independence and established
our first independent governments. Alongside these are placed leading figure
from among the minority ethnic groups like Eyo Ita, Anthony Enahoro,
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, Joseph Tarka, Patrick Dokotri, Udo Udoma and
others who are seen to have emerged to lead their ethnic group or coalition
of ethnic groups to fight for independence. Recognition is also given to others
like Sa'ad Zungur, Raji Abdallah, Michael Imoudu, Yarirna Ralla, Nduka
Eze, Funmilayo Ransorne-Kuti and of course Mallam Aminu Kano, who do
not easily fit the didactic purpose of this third fairy tale.

Reality
The stories in these three fairy tales, widespread with different ern-
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phases, have become established as comrnon sense in the current discourse
on the national question in this country. But fairy tales are entertaining and
may even be educative bul they are tales, tht-.y are fiction" A whole country,
even a ctirnmltnity, or a fumily, catrnot trope to survive, prosper uud shape

its dc*tiny irt this wr.rrld, if its pr..rrr:ept,ion of wlruL it; is, and how it hus conte

intr: being, is Rrade of a seL of fairy tales: no matter how plausible or widely
accepted these fairy tirles may be. Grersping the realities of one's historical
experience, and contemporary circuntstances, no matter how harsh, uncom-
plimentary, multi-facetecl, and cornplex these realities are, provides the only
basis for ensuring one's survival and cleveloping the capaciby for self-deter-
urina[ion.

It is not lor rrothing that over one hundred and eighty years ago,

Muhammadu Bello (i781-1837) while over-throwing govertrments and
building new ones, wrote the 212 pages of the Infoq a.l-Maisur, carefully
reconstructing the histr:ry of this part of Africa, particularly the tumultous
events he was taking a leading part in. He opened that study by declaring
that the human being is ennobled by the study of history. This is because the
human mind is brought into touch with the complex reality of the nature and
context of human exis[ence throug{r the systenratic reconstruction of the
historical process.

It is not for nothing that altnost a century after Bello, another
revolutionary, thousands of miles away, Mao 'Ise Tung (1892-1976), also
immersed in the task of civerthrowing an old system and building a new one,

said enrphatically, that no political party can lead a gleat revolutionary
movement to vict;ory wilhout i1,s having revolutionary theory, a knowledge
of history and a sound $asp of l,he pracl.ical tnoventent.

IVlovingbeyorrd t;he fairy tales about our l'ristory attd coming face- to-face

with it, as Ilello and h{ao were ahle to do, and proclairned ihe necessity for,
is an essential prerequisite fbr taking our destiny into outr hlinds,
individually and r:ollectively.

What, Lhis clust.y and clense coltweb of fairy tales obscures trbout how our
country c&nle into being, and its real nature and meaning in the world today,
cannot be grasped unless we mo\re beyond these tales and grasp the reality
of our historical experience.

Polities
In the first place, the evidence available from all part of this country

shows thal; the sovereign kingdoms, chiefdoms, city-states and village-con-
federations which the British conquered to establish the colony of Nigeria,
were rtot ethnic entities, with the Yoruba, Edos, Katafs, Efiks, Fulanis,
Nupes and Idornas, etc., etc., each having their own sovereiglt politics or sets
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of polities. Even before the lSth and l9th centuries, ethnic solidarity, as

conceived in contemporary Nigerian political discourse, has never been an
important factor in the establishment and the maintenance of polities.
Ethnic solidarity cerLainly featured ir: the poiitical vocabulary, wiLh its
prominence varyingwith the issues and context of political contestation and
political struggles. But for more important and permanent factors in the
establishment and survival of the sovereign kingdoms, city-states, chiefdr:ms
and village confederations of pre-colonial Nigeria, even before the 18th and
19th centuries, ',r'ere migration and settleurent patberns; the nature of the
division of labour; the rrodal points of the networks of occuptttions, and
communicatitinsl the gr owth and dcclirre ofcentres of hegemonic cultural and
religious praci,ices; and the political cernent provideci liy the inrperatives of
terril.oriali ty.

Challenge

By the 18th centrry, even the importance ol political charters of ancesl,ral
rights, as i;he bnsis of sovereign political aulhority, ]:atl heen erotled and the
polities in wlrich this played arrd important role were f-acing serious crises.

Migrations and more extensive divisions of labour; broader trading nnd
communication networks, and more universal cultural, religious, and
juridicalbeliefs and practices, v!,ereunderminingthese kingdoms, chiefdoms,
city-states, village confederations, whose bonds of political community were
based on claims about ancestors. Ttris was taking place frorn the Lower Niger
Basin, the Cross-River Rasin bhe Awka-Orlu Upland, right across to the
South-West Coastline and its irinterland, to the Sokoto Riua-Basin, the
Chad Basin and the Bauchi Plateau. In fact almost all over Nigeria. The
emergence of the jama'n of the Shehr.r Usman Dan Fodio was one of the best
known of these challenges. But the activities of the Aro merchants and
lawyers; the Nri and Awka priests, diviners and itinerant artisans, the for
agbande in the Middle Benue Basin; and the a,ko in the Niger-Benue
Confluence Area; were also examples of this challenge to political charters
of ancestral rights as the basis of sovereign political authority.

Delusions

The kingdoms, chiefdoms, city-states and village confederations which
the British conquered were not sovereign eLhnic political bl<les, which can

now be llroughb back into exisbence if Nigeria is disrnentl:ered; or which can
provide the basis for political entities out of which a Nigerian confederation
or cofilmonwealth of independent stlrtes can he croal;erl. There wfls no

Hausa-Irulani polity, or set of polities, which can be resurrected if Nigeria is
broken-up. There was no Yoruba polity, or set of polities, wl:ich can be
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resurrected if Nigeria is dismenrbered. Tlrere were no Katat' ;jayawa,'liv.
Baju, Jukun, Chamba, Ij;riv, Ili'ukiri, or Urhobo, polity, or :,.,rts of polities,
which can be resun'ected ,i Nigeria is broken-up.

For most of the 19lh ct ni"ury, t,lie Yorubtr.l,; br,l ingt:d to difl'erent sovereipr
polities, whit:h were hostile or openly ;rt war wtlh euch other, in a complex
pattern of alliances, which ir:volved diplomatic e{:onomic,and military
cooperation between sorne of these polities and neighbouring polities like
Bida, Benin, and lgala.

The Sokoto Calitrrhate, throug'hout its existence, had as its most serious
and persistenl; enemies, polilies rnade up lnrgely of populations and rulers
who were I'Iausa and Fulani, like Kel:bi, I(atsina (Marerdi), Gobir (Tsihiri)
antl Ningi. Wittrinthe emirates of the Caliphate itself, dr:vasta.tingcivil wars,
frrr exatnplr:, in Battehi in 1881 ; in llida in 1881-82, in Kano in 189f,-{)5 nnd
irt Muri throughout rnost of Lhe 1890s, did not pitch one ethnic grorip against
another, but represer:ted political conlllicts within the same ethnic gronp or
groups.

But not only were ethnic gloups not the buildinghlock of Nigeria, which
can be separated when the cement and plaster nationally binding us is
removed; but even religion did not produce monolithii: political entititis in
pre-colonial Nigeria.

The historic significance of the Sokoto Caliphate, should not obscure the
fact, that that polity was only one out of over a dozen sovereign Muslim
polities in the 19th century. For not only were there Kebbi, Gobir, Katsina,
(Maradi) Abuja and Ningi; there was Borno under the Kanemi Slreikhs and
Rabeh.'fhere were also the principality of Balde under Hayi,,,tir b. ;ia'id, and
its offshoot the Immate of ISurmi, under Mallarn Jibrilla. Not only were these
three other states in con{lict wit}r the rulers of the Sokoto Caliphate, but any
reading of the correspondence of the emirs and caliphs of the Sokoto polity,
in the late 19th century, shows that thcir fear of Rabeh, of Hayatu, and
Mnllam Jibrilla was stronger than their fear of the nascu'a. Beyond the sahel,
and savannah, sovereign Muslirn polities also existed right down to ttre coast,
in the form of the kingdom of Eho (Lagos), and the city-states tif lbndan, and
other successor state of theAlafinate of Oyo. The rulers there, and most of
the citizens were Muslim or identified themselves as Muslims, whatever
other ritual practices they carried out. Antong the Ekiti village
confederations and in parts of the area occupied by nort,hern Edo-speaking
people, small Muslim polities also existed.

Therefore, far from there existing a single muslinr politicnl comltlunity
in Nigeria before the colonial conquest, there were over one dozen Muslim
polities that existed, and were olten more bitLerly hostile to one another t,han
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theywere to the non-Muslim polities, or lo the nusura. To believe that a single

Muslim polity can be resurrected, when Nigeria is broken-up, or turned into
a confederation is a delusion.

Certainly,Islaunic beliefs and practices have played and continues to play
an important r<lle in determ inir:g the basis of political conduct in marry parts
of this country. But these heliefs ancl practices were never uniform,
homogenous or monolithic. In spii;e of their colnmon basis and rocts, they
reflcctetl the diversity ol' the Lradil.ious, culLlre, his{,orictrl expcrience,
loc*rlir:n nn<l inrnrctliatc circunrsl.arrcl,s of lhcl vtrrious ctxutrrunil,ics.

Therefbre, the }iritish r:olony of Nigeria wits ntt, etn nuralgant of Muslint,
Christian and Animist, etlir:ic arid religious blocks, which can be separated
and seb up as new states once l;he country is broken-up. No amount of "ethnic
cleansing" or "religious clennsin6t'', tto tnatter ltorv brutal, can bring aboul.

this separation,because l,he counl,ry has uot been cot-tstituted by elhnic and

religious blocs. All this will Lxing alLout is mutual genor:ide, or collective
suicide; in whatever way one watrts to view it.

Viability
In fact one of the most powerfurl irnpression one gets from the inl,ernal,

primary, source materinl of Nigerian history in tire 18th and 1!}lh centur:ies

is that the ilnpact of intensive migration; extensive cultural, religious and
economic intermashing, and of exterrral trade, made Lhe exisbing polities
unviable at an increasingly rapid rate cluring these centttries. The search flor

the ltases of new polilies to rcplace the existing ones ser:tned to have
pre-occupied the Aro nrerchants anel Nri priests as much as it did bhe Kano
and Borno merchants and inlerlligentsia. 'Ihe relationship between the
leaders of the Tiv lnr, the Wuhari ar:istocracy, and l{ausa traders, wer:t far
beyond mutual exchanges, into l.he issne of finding a new bases for political
communities, to take into account the new economic and demogrnphic and

cultural reaiities in bhe Middle Benue Basin in the 18th and 19th centuries.

The reality we have to face up to was that, the British conquered us not
tlecause they hacl the msxim-gun, and we did not, but because bhe kingdoms,

chiefdonrs, city-states and village-confcderations wcre wcRl(cning due to,

prirnnrily, intcrnal factors and linritatitins. Slavery nnd l,ho slnvc trnde;
intensely particularistic cournrunnl antl feudul aut,*chtotry; und parasitical
mercantilisrll, were sotne of these faclnrs.

It is not insignificnnt that of all the polities ofAfrica in the late nineteenth
century it was only Ethiopia whicir sr"rccessfully def'eated a European
invasion and remainetl independent,. I'he factors trehind tlris were r:onrplex

and nr:t yet very clear. But one thing that stands was that while its nrlers
taxecl the slave trade llassing througtr their territory, tltey did not allow
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slavery within their dornain, in arrv signilicant way.

IUenelik, and the other Ethiopian rulers around hiur, mobilised their
country's ancient tradition of independent African Christianity to defeat a

European army decisivcly enough to save their country from colonisation.

'Ihe example of Itrthiopia calls into question the basis of the fairy tales about
our defeat been due to supetior nrilitary techrrololSr. It shows the gr:eater

significance of internal f'*u:tors; prrrticrriarly the capacity to arouse the
patriotic cap*cil,y of the ci[izt*Rs ufl a polity frrr ansuring ils survivnl atrd
self-detemrin41,i tin.

Tho ltrthiupian exarnplc also chall*nges the sirnplist,ic iderrtifii:stion of
Christianity in lflth century A{rica wit}r in:perialist penetratiotr, invasion
and conquest. I'he ltrthiopians leaders who had a Christian state when the
British were worshipping big stottes, and the Italians were worshipping the
statrtes of their dead rulers; drew on the pal.riotism of bheir Christian,
Muslim and Animist citizens to defeat the Italians at Adowa. The historical
reality was that krefore Christianity had reached most of Europe, they had
as a christian states in the sixl;h century r\.1)., provicled a sanctuary for a
section the earlyMuslim communitywho had leftArabia due to persecution.
The polibical culture and practices which led to this were of course part of
the intense engagement of the rulers of Ethiopia in the politics of ancient
Arabia. But, they may also explain why the European powers were not able
to use the Iarge Muslim population of Ethiopia against the Christian Shoan
aristocracy, when that aristocracy rallied around Menelik to save the polity
from lluropean colonisalion.

T'}re main point here is that the relative ease with which the pre- colonial
polities of Nigeria were conquered by the British was not primarily due to
the maxinl-g:lt1t. These polities, when faced with European penetration,
invasion and conquest suffered frour fatal internal weaknesses which made

the task for imperialism relatively easy. In fact, the evidence is that they
were largely, and increasingly, unviable, and whether the Ilritish had
invaded or not, they were likely t,o be replaced.

To assume that dismemberingNigeria, or turning it into a confederation

or a contnlonwealth of independent states, by resurrecting sonte of t"hese

polities, with some adapLations, will produce viable political entities capable

of exercising even a measure of sovereignty in the 21st cent.uly, is just an
illusion, and a dangerous illusiorr!

Independence.
fn fact, the actual way the movement for Nigerian independence

emerged, took-ofT, and attair:ed sovereign nationhood {br this country, shows

that the old bonds of politicul comurunity had been superseded and European
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colonialism and the resisLance to it hild produced stronger and more viable
bonds.

The initial thrust cf the rnovement was pan-Negro, pan-Islamic and
pan-.A,frican. Thesc dirnensions h;rve remained important uyr to todny. But
the ai:t,ual polilical struggle \v&s wriged liy nruvcnrents, partios trnd
organisations otganised otr Er West, Africiin and a Nigerian basis, namely the
Congress of llritish West Africu, l,he West Af'r:icqrr $tudt+nt,s 'LTnion (WAS{J),
ttra NigeriErtr Yoi:{,h M{}v€meftt, (NYVI),lha Nigerian I'rade {Jnion Congress,
Lhe Nigerian $l;udents L.lnion nnel thi* Na.l,ional Council of Nigeria arrd thc
Cameroons (NCNC).I'hr: regional poliLical parties and the le..iderships of the
Action Group and the NPC ernerged, with a lot of llritish inducement, only
after the struggle ftrr inrlependence has been r-on, in order Lr: contain and
count;er its strong naLionalist, anti-imperialist and pan-;\ti'ican thrust.

The early NCNC under the leadership of llerbert N{acaulay, Nnamdi
Azikiwe, Sa'ad Zungur, Michael fmoudu, Itaji Abclallah, and others had,
taking off witli the power{irl 1.945 General Strike, cover:ed the whole country
and straken the British, The Zikist press organs, significantly the West
African Pilot and the NCNC)'s radical offshoots like lhe NBPA, the NEPU
and the Zikist Moventent were arousir:g millions of ordinary Nigerian youth
to demand for an independent, sovereign:rnd united Nigeria. Far {tom Zik,
Awo and the Sardauna beinp; the t;hree leaders of the t;hree regic,nal current
of the nntionalist movernent$, Awo and Sardauna actuallybecnure Jrolitically
intportant as part of a regiclnalist cotrnter-reaction agninst what Zik hatl
stood for, for over fifteen years before l,heir enretgence. Equat;ing the role of
the early Zih, with tl:at of Awuluwo nnd Sardaunn, is just part ol' the fairy
tale intended to make it appear thnt Nigerian indepeneience w*ts won by
regional and tribal parties and leaders; when in fact these elements came up
after the independence had been won in principle. This is not tr: desecrate
the role of these undoubted ginnts of Nigerian political history, particularly
iu thesu days whun $u ulury ruitlgols &r0lroingcttct.rurugctl fo ursu l,lrr: billiorrs
the.y haver sl,olt:n [o pc.rse as giant,s and 1o dr,.]rase civilir,rn dctnocrat,ic politics
in this eeiulrtrv. 'lhe historir:al fact, howevcr, rentaitts tlrat t.ribal
organisations regionrtl parties and religious movenretrts did rtot win
independence for this country. Our independenco was won by Nigerian
movemerrrt"s ancl orgunis*Lions, which were ;lrrr[ and parcel of a broad WosL
Afric*ln, and pr,in-Africnn nrovenient for indepundencel r,r'hich were also a part
of a world vyide struggle of the colonisecl ancl oppressed per"rples for liberation.

ln Nigeria l,he struggle for indeJrendence wrls not conduched l:y Sfiks,
Nupes, Yorubas, llausa's, ldunras, Angas or ()gr:nis, but by Nigerians who
were also E{ihs, Nupes Yon"rba, I{ausas, Idurnas, Angas, Ogonis, etc. etc.
Wil,h the llritish cor:quest the hitLrerto sovereigrr berritorial right;s of the
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citizenry and governments of' tl:re pre-coloi:ial poliLies of Nigeria were
revoked. There was no longer Llrhoboland, the Kasttr Kebbi, T'ivland,
Oyoland, or.Iukunland, or Kalalland, or thedor-*l-Islarn of Sohoto or Borno.
Thesc coased to exist and were repliiced by the llrit,ish coloninl territory of
the colony and trlrotectorate of Soubhern anil Nrrclhern Nigoria, whit:h wtrs
inhaliited not by citizens of sovoreign poli{.ies b.y crilorrirrl sr"rbjeci.s of the
British. It, was tho suecessful rvaging uI'Ltre st;ruggle ibr independeitrce wl:ich
resLored [o uii our sttrtus uf cii.izens and nur righl, to our land antJ tratural
resources. IJut wlrtt was restor'ed wrrs ethically, politically and legally
Nigerian citizenship and the Nigerian territr:rry not bhe citie,:nship and
territory of sonrei pre-colonizrl polity rvhich hatl bee,n dest,ro.yed hy the facl of
the cr:lonirrl conrluc.st. What;caure inl,o existence otr 1st Ochtber 1C60 was nr:t
Efilrland, or Tivland or Knsr:r Yawuri or Kasar Zazzau or Kataflancl, or thc.

dar-a,l-Islanrz l.lut the territ,ory of tl:e lrederal Repul:lic of Niger:ia, rights over
which r1re, rightly, vested by ihe lnud Use Act, in llre petigile of Nigeria. l]ut
of course the historic associtrtion o{' tlre various nationalities with tlie
territory thJ lived on heftlre lJre colonial conquest has [o be rer:ognised; and
i,lrc federtrl sLructure and thc locnl governnrcnL s.yslonr providr a framcwork
for clernocr;rtically, and.jr"rstly, er:surir:g Lhis recoglrition. []rrt l,his recr"rgtril.ion
should nal. in rlny wliy ltc corrstrued l,o rBi)im l;haI lsl; Oe lobcr, li]ti0 l,oult us
back t.o l.)lst lJecernbcr 18$1J!

Conclusiorr
We need thcrc.ftlro to go beyorrrl these, artd ot,ht-'r such, fairy tirles, errrd

conrc to ter.rrs r.r,it,h t,he r:cnrple:, i'eali[y of our I'risl.orical expericnce, ilwe are
lo slrrvivc ;rrrd influt;r)cc uLrr dcst.irry. I,'irr frotu t.rf ing I,o obsr:rtre trrtd detty
our hislory, by 1;r'clcndilg l.lrnt, Llro Luniulto,tts dcvcloptlents of the 19i.h and
the 20th cenl,uries never happened, we liave to face up to them, and recognise
what t;hey mean a[:out. what we have comc to be; arrd holv this malies certain
optiotrs imperative, and oLhers just suiciclal.

The termination of n:iiitary rule in ,fanuary 1993 should provide an
opportunity for us to atlenrpt, a thorough review of our political experiences;
build genuinelydemocratic politicerl parties rooted in this political experience
*rnd lbrge ahead with the people of the rest of Africa towards \VesLAfrican
and African integlation at the political, economic and military levels. Our
historical experience is,lqhatrit was as a part, atrd parcel, of tlre West Africeur
and African rlovement {br indelpendcnce t}rat we regained our sovereignty,
the right to be citizens arid the rights over our territory and its resources. It
is only by deepening our alrsorpl,ion wil.hin this pan-African urovenrenL
tliat we can ensure orrr irrdivirlual nnd collective survival in lhe 2lst ct:ntury.
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