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The subject of this lecture is sirnple and

straight forward, It is, Nigerian Unitv aq4

Nigerian Historv: . The Basis of .o SeJ-f -De termina t inn

and our Survival. .'It deals with matters and issues

which can only be faced squarely and fruitfully,

if they are examinerl together, iil substance, and

in their motion' Nigerian unity, which is the core

of the subject of this 1ecture, iS a product. 
,

of Nigerian history, which is 1ts inseparable

framework. This h:-story, which came to produc'e the

sovereign multi-national' state known as Nigeria

from 1st October, 1960, has always significantly

involved contests over the issue ':f self-d.etbrmination,

at various levels, and in various forms, before. colo-

ni-alism, under colcnialisri and after coloniaU-sm.

nd as a realitY,"This self-d-eterm'inationr BS an ideal, ar

has always heen crucial to our capacity for survival
..aand piogress, over the centuries, and up to today.

So, all aspects of the subject to this Lecture are

inseparable. Nigerian unity is i-nseparable from

Nigerian history.

*The Sixth BaIa Mohammed l'iemorial Lecturet
Conference HalI, Shukura FioteL, Sokoto, F)'iday,
10th July, 1992.



Any deliherations over Nigerian unity outside

the context of Nigerian history, in its substance and

in.its motianr are superficial ano sterile. Nigerian

history is also inseparable from the issue of self-

determination, because the struggle fcr and" the

exercise of self-determination have for centuries

constituted so much of its content, ar:rl have shaped.

its form. The issue of self-determination itself

exercise of self-determlnation has

crucial element in the capacity of

ensure its survival.

always been a

any people to

BALA A'\! 111gg1IAN UNITY

whnse memory this lecture is ]refurg delivered, here

today, whose example it is lntended to cherj-sh,

wouId approve of this subject anrl the approach to it.
If he had been alive and I had consulted hlm, he would

have written, or phoned, and, in his inimitable ancl'

engaging style, would sayr in Hausa: K,g rag_qlgg?a qul

{avar d.g kan iamaral Tpemorish their positionsl Enrighten
the peopt.LT This person was, nf course, our brrther,
comrade and friend, Dr. Bala i'lohammed who was assasinated

exactly eleven years ogor on another Friday, loth
JuIy, 1981. He was assissinated" because he was a

committed Nigerian patriot; a deeply progr:essive

intellectuar; and an articul-ate and comhatlve mirita4t
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of the People's Redemption Party, who was playing a

key role in seeing to the .principled imp.Lementation

of some af the partyts most lmportant pro$r?mln:es of

mass politicaJ- education, land..reformi and" the forging

af Nigerian unity on a progressive politlcal platform,

hy its Kaduna ancl Kano State Governments. The issue

o.f l,{igerian unity is therefore a most appropriate one

forthissixthlecturehonoqringthememoryofthis.

martyr, ra,tra mad"e the supreme sacrifice eleven years

3go, because he stood, firmly for the coming together

of, the Twelve Frogres-sirre Golrefrrars frorir all parts'of

this country, against the divisj-ve politics of the

ruling NPN federaJ-"iegime.

COND I T I. ONS

It is necessary to be very clear from the beginning

as te the nature: cf what we are talkd-ng about here"

Nigerian unity is not an ahstract thing existing in

the minds of some people. It is not a figment af

somebodyts imagination. Like the unity of other

eountries, of other polities, and ind.eed of aLl

.communities at aII leve1s, lt is not just mad,e up af

.legal and constitutional ery"tments,^ It is made up of

network af human relatlo.nships. These relabionships

are reaI. There are ecological relationships, economic

r.elationships, social relationships, cultural relatianships,

psychological reletionsh.ips ar:<l poli tical relatj-rnshlps'
irl
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R.ight now, these relationships are ., been strained
and hattered by the intensity and scare of the riecrine

in the livlng conditlons af almost all the people of
Nigeria, except a handful. This devastation of the

l-j-ves of .Nigerians is a direct result bf the economic

crisis the country feII into from the early eighties
and partieulahly due to the policies of the Structural
Adjustment Programme impAss6 hy the present regime,

6ver the last six years.

There is no need for me to go into any.details
on the curyent devastation of the riving stand-arrls.
+f the peopre of this^country and this batteri-ng cf
the network i',f rielationship that constitute the basis
of the Nigerian pority. you.knnwr in the physicar and
psychrorogicar sufferings of your daily rives, that

bad as things were before, they had worsened this year
since Tlrursrlay, 5th March 1ggL, when the government

suddenry and drasticarly devalued the naira.by about
eiglty per cent- The riving conditigns of arr of,rus
have further sunk, at arr leve]-s and in alr spheresr
rn thellast four months the prices of most foodstuff
and other essentiar consumer, items have armost doubrefi.,
while the cash income of wage and sarary earners has
not increased in any way. Even the few farmers whg.

have managed ta have fo,:dstuff to serr, .at the hlgher
prj-ces, are serving as mere conveyor beltsr &5 they
pass the large amounts of naira they corlect to b.ly

,,eEsentiar agricurtural inputs and consumer items,

, at mugir higher prices than before. OrJe of ._the most
cynical lies peddred abcut by the beneficiaries of sAp
is that higher food prices meant higher rear- income tn



the farmers; as if the farmers themselves do not eat,

buy salt, soap, clothing, hoesr 13iIs, fertiliser,

irlankets, drugs and other essentials, st'prices often

higher than what they get from their crops.

The traders and artisans, in aII nooks and

corners of irligeria, are also increasingly impoverisherl

conveyor belts, even when they manage to sel] or t'r

get vrork to do. In most cases they have less and. less
.J

to sell and less and -I,ass to do.

AII this is taking place in an economy which six
years of SAP'has left,vith fewer anrl fewer jobs in any

productive enterprise.

TI.lREATS

This explosive inf iationr-.and liorsening employment

aIe destroying families arrd conmunities .and uncrermining

the foundation of the netv,':ri,. of hunen i.elationships
which constitute the concrete reality knol,rn as i\igeria.
The issue of the survival of most ^f us, individually
and collectively is what we are facing in a stark
fashion, unbelievable even a few years ago.

rt is not just the farmer in Goronyo, ondo or Nemhe

who is facing the issue of individual and colfectivp
survi-va} more starkly than before. rt is not just the
trader or readside mechanic in Jaringo, Tafawa Barewa,

Cal abar or Kano who is traumatiseci b5r thc devastating
economic decline of the country. Even the industriarist,
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at the core of iiiigerian manufacturing indi:stries, that

is at Ikeja, increasingly. faces the iss,.re of survival,.

At the 25tl\ Annual General ivieeting of the ikeja hranch 
_

of the lrianufacturerst Association of l\igeria, on Thursday,

2nd JuIy 1992, this is what the captains of wha.t has

remained of our industries saicl:
a

I'With the astronomical interest rate,
Cepreciating naira, capacity under-
utilisation, diminishing number of consqmers
(we have cur) na' s fuII coping with the
problems of survivalrt.

It is in the context of tbe,",harsh reality of these
conditions,cf' lifer. both material and psychorogioal,
of the overwherming majority of our peopie that we

have to place the increasingly vocar carrs for the
break-up of this country or tiie initiating of this
process of dismemberment hy turning Dur federatl0n into
a gCcnfederationr

THE ,}FORCFS

These carrs for the break-up of i,,Jigeria, are being
made alongside the emergence of politicar forces, r hoth
mlrlta.ry and civilian, who are wor.king towards this
dismemberment.' The broadcast by lyiajor 0rka.r announcing
the abortive coup of April 199e, is only the most
serious and dramatic expressicn of these forces.

Other poiitical fcrces are raising the issue of
the prospects of the hreak-up of this country as part
of the systematic campaign to prevent a hand-over of
power tg a fulry civirian federar government in 1gg3.

'*



Thcse forces are most likely. being encouraged by

elemcnts within th= present regin',e. These elenents

cannot face the prospects of being out of power. They

are determined to staye e-v€n if it neans fostering a

l-evel of national insecurity, through encouraging or

a1lowing, incessant and violent ccmmunal strife;
which can be used to advocate that a regime uncier

General Babangida, in one form or another, has to .
corrtinue, i.n order to rrsave the country* from d.isinte-
Bfation, The violent communal conflict in Ka,duna

State starting from Zangon gataf from 15th May lggT
seem to be connected with this desperate poritieaJ_
project. If it actually is, then we are likely to
see more of this type of viorence in the next six
months.

The, ahject failure of tnc present regiine to,

br:ing about the beginn.ing of ""orror1" rcccvery and

to riemonstrate a sincere commitnnent to a cier:rocrati-c

and stabilising succession, has createcl a situation
ln which poritical'forces Lrave emergecl who a.re calring
for a national conference to ensure that such succession

takes place and also to review the basis of Nigerian
unlty. Thi.se calling for these steps basc their
positi-on on the right of the nationalities of Nigeria

to self-deterrnination. This position which does point

towards the possini:rit1 of the dismemberment of this

country, has been d.evetoped in that way in the statement

of Alhaji Tanko Ypkasai, published in the New N ieerian

of Monday, 6th JuIy 1992. Tanko Ypkasai has earlier

:7
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been involved in the attempts at hording a nationar
conference r t rthich the j-ssue cf whe ther tiris country

shoul-d stay os onc or h+ broken-up was clearly one of
the items on the agenda.

N0 ANS.I'IER Si

There is no rioubt whatsoever that th-l' current
elrnomic and poritical conciitions in this country
threaten the lndivldual and corrective survival of
all of us, The present military regime has explicitly
admitted that it has no i.dea as to what to do to
revive the economy; and impricitry, from its ilaneouvers,
it has admitted that at the politicar tevel its
rranswertr is to maintain power in the same hands,
whlch means it has no ansv/er to the political'crises
it embodies and generates. Over thc economy,
Fresident Babangirra said so in his seminar Deriry .Times

-

interview of iviay, l9gZ. lie said

rrFrernkly, I have. kgpt 9n asking ourc-conomists why it iE that ttre Economyof this countiy has not collapseo. up'titllgw? Surely, it 1s not our knowli-,do^c,-r_t :-s not cur th,:ories. I! is ""t-Frithingthat we have read, i-"tiri h;";';ri"iJilnoan answer. The l,iigerian economy ha.s defiedall economic theories and I tfiinf< we 
"irorrfAbe grateful that ," fru""-a society sucha s this. rl

fn a situation such as this when our indivi-dual andcollec t ive survival as perscnsr, fuailies, Cornmuni, tieS ,
nationaritits, nations, and as a country, is threaturr"o,,. :

the issue of our right to serf-determination to ensure
our survival naturerly comcs.to the front. As rong as
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we do nct have powerful ci-virian d-ernccratic por'itical
partii,s, and othr,.r poli tica I organi sa tions of civil
society, entrenched;ind dcminarit ir. this ccuntry,

we shall always wake up in th m)r; -n.l .lpecting to

hear another Orkar wtro ncxt i.n. jl y havc rnJre

..devastating impact. In this gituation, people will
naturally want tp exercj-se t:ejr, right of self-
determj-natj-on to at luast atte:.lpt to ensure their
security.

, .. But, the qucsticn we havo tc f ace is, in what

entity can we exercise this pigh.rt to serf-determination
which cen ensure our sunrival in this histcricar
epoch in which we live?

This is where we have to locate the issue
squarely and concretery in our hi.story. .For we know

that the struggle for serf-deternri.nation has been

fought for, won aind -lost, by ou,, anccstcrs, organised
ln the indepenclent .hunting anrl g;ather-ing banos of
the State Age; in.the seir.i-seC:ilt-:ry, farming, fishing
and pastorar linea-ges ano crass cf the earry rron age;
in the virragc comgunjties; vilJ-a;e ccnfedcrations;
eity-states and feudar kingdoms, and other poriti-es
of subsequent historicar epochs. The.re communi-ties
and polities have throughout our history fragr:iented
and integrated in the course of the comprex patterns
taken by various forrns of politicar eontests, many

FiI STOR-ICAL EXPEIi IEl\ CE
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of whlch invclve the issue cf self-deternination.

. But hy th.e e::d of thc seeond dccade ,:f the Z0th

century aIl nS .- litic-s of thu area thrt cEit,tu to

. f ;rm }iigerie :ra(' I l t th. ir sovereignty and the

exercise of thcir right tc self-d.etermination, because

of their subjugatlon by the British. This subjugation
tcok various fcrlt$. sorfle instances trea ty rela-
ati-onship were el:tc::rd intc before the actual
conquqst. But in a -l cerses the sritish ercplicitly
anrl formarly succeciad in destro5ring the sovereignty
of .these polities., whether they were c,lrlFosed" of
of grcupings of s'l )-r etionarities or of separate
nationalities. Tr: r,eality vras that our people,
10st the exercis:r cf their light to self-d.eterminatlon
because they fai -Lrrd clue tc ec,-lnomic, pclitical,
curtural ard sociat factors to orgenise themserves
to ciefeat britiskr imperialist penetration and invasion.
There is no heed f,r, shed tears n?w ovcr this histcric
fairure of .our gr*'nd-parents and great-grand parents;
But that failure to defeat imperielism has meant thet

. the way they had :rercised their right tr: self_determina-
tion was clearly g;r:founcily flawed. The British were able

r*Iful.x*'1ffiick their up rile-by-oncr-e\ren in tirer,.tetrger polrties like the
,h,:

.G;"."' -.

. , a. , 
"t'i



S:lr:tc, C Iiph^te, Bnrno, Benin, Ib-..i.:n -c.Cr Crl:bcr.
This fr ilure liernt that with the frrct cf the British
s'-,ncrucst '.nd the establishraent over our pclities of
:. -Jri tish colony cnd protentorite, our pclitie s, on

whetever basis they were orgrnised lost their
Scvereignt-f e ':ytr: a,-ir" pe :p1r, 1- st tr. C ir city to
exerci-se their right to sek-deterlli_nl-Lict:, not
bec:ruse of the maxim-gunr 3s sone pecl:lc wl,nt us to
believe , but because of the gr:1ve linitl:ticns of our

,?

eccnonie s , sooieties :nd" politica 1 syste,,rs , including
the w-y our people exeroised their right to s.e$-

'deteririinati_on.

-viith .the ijritish oonquest, hither!1 sovereign
territori,-1 rights of the pre-colonirl polities and

citlzenry, over lrlembelandp the land of the Cba of
Benin., the d.ar-es-Is1am of the Sokoto C-.i-iph.^te or
of i:crno; Urhobol:nd, Tiv1.nd, K:tiif1-hci, bes_ar

Kebbi or ka.se.r Yawuri, for'exanple ^rr c=: sed to exist.
l^trhrt replaoed these in 1aw and in reality was the
Briti-sh colonial territory of "the 0o1ony. lind protectorate

ofScuthernandlrIorthernNigeri.Thisterritoryw3
not inhabited by.citizens of the King&orr of Eko (Lagos)

or of the Mwahvul chiefd.om for exar,rpre,, but by subject-s.,

44tl

colcni:1 sub eets of the British crcwnj

luD_trPr1_NirEr'{CE

This situation of the oolonial de..rolishing bur

rlghts tc our }:rnd :nd our status as citizens wRS only
reversed when our gr:nd.parents and p-.rents embarked
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arc'ngside cthe rs in rvlest Africa I africa .anc the rcst
of the ei-.Icnised world, in the struggle t: regain

cur.rights t,t self-deter,',ina,tiun; that is in the

struggle fcr independenqe. This struggloe vrcs

emirarked upen, nct by Ijaws, Urhobos, Firuscs, Kanurits

Yorubas, Idrmas, Nunana 's, or Fulanis, but by irrigerians

who were'aIso Ijaws, Urhobos, Hausas, etc. The

earliest forms of this struggle fron the 19ZAs was

even embarked upon on a pan-Negro and pan?rslaniic
basis, through the inspiration of Garveyist and lvlalidist

'mcvements. Later otr, organisations like tne congress

re West African.stud'ents Uni-on

(WLSU) erneiged. But it was thc \,igerian youth

Movement (Nvtu;, tho Nigerian trade union ccngress, the
union of students, ancr Nationar councir for Nigerie and
the ca;ieroons whc ort.nised and led. thc struggre for
ind"ependence which regaj-ned" for us the exlrcise of our
right to setf*deterrnination ro"merry enacti,d. in the
injependence achiev.-d:n 1st October 1960

The facts of our history show that o,r" uxercise cfour right to ser-f-determindtion in the s:vereign pre-
cclonial polities led us lnto the chains cf the
srave trade anrt coronia r rion:ina tion and e>proi ta tion.
we eame to even r-oose the capaiity to exercise that
right, lve only regained it, when we c.a,re together
as Afrieans, West Africans, and as Nigerians. The
right we have glinea to have our own rand which we carr
Nigeria, with a territcriar integrity which we can defenrt
and which is recogniscd in international law, is
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a right vihich was not v/on by a Hausa strug6l; for

indepenilence, or an Ibibio struggle fcr inclependence

or even a north.rn i"rigerian or a scutn,.rn rtigerlanl

or a muslim or a christian, struggltr for independence.

It was a right w,:n bY a I\i Beria n s tru

independence.which was part and parccl :f :' l:;est

African, african and 91;ha1 strug;;Ic try rIl cclo'nised

and oppressed peoples. 'Yie ceaserl t,: be sui:iects

and hecame Citizens under international Iaw, and

rcgaineci thu cxercise cf our right to self-dcteratination

because colonialism and our response to it produced

a ong us Nigerians who organj-seri an4 }ed a struggle
rnrhich produced Nigeria on 1.st Oct,-",ber 1960.

This new sovereign potity can certainty be dis- '

'm.emberer1. And given the deternination of irfestern

imperiarj-srn to prcvent the unity and eriancipation of
Africa and the restoration of the dignity of br-ack
people, powerful fcrces are a lread.y ranged to,
bring this disrnenberaint about

But just as the pre-coloniaI exercise of our
serf-determination in separate poLities f;ircd to
preserve our sovereignty, sc it is certain ilrat a

reversal to a form of that, which the fragilenteticn
of Nigei'ia wilr bring ahout wilr leave no room for
the fragnents to exercise any self-deternination.
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CONCLUSIOIi

. The flaws and grross str-uctural and operational
defects of the econornic end politic-1 sy:rter;s we ?.re

SUIIerrns under .1 rc- vLr',r s-i-iou , i..- :. r t. in-trr_rrr_y

have come to threaten our individuai ,:rid, cor-rective
survival, But to think that these cln be overcome

by dismembering the Nige"iu, pollty anct' reprercing lt
with new porlties based on the existing''.bo,rrron"i""
of our nationalities and sub-nationrlities i.s a.. ;. '*-"-.::. *o 

'

dangerous 11lusion, .rt is an irlusio., *hi"t fits ln
't '.'..-,.,

perfe3*tly with what the west has in store for Africa
and the rest of the Third World; ,

*,*There are no'dou6t very articutate_ .and weLl_
conne-cted'Nlgerians who look forward to ruling ove-L

oil*rich chiefdoms l.uilt around a few o11 wel1s; or
becoming heads of Muslim or christian theocraiies
their wrrrlords or gurus, when Nigeri: is'd.isnrembered..':' '-':"; i I 'But these people may not €ven Lir-e to atterrd their first
u.N. session as heads of these post-l{ig:rian so.rer.eign

statelets, as the experience of Leb:lnon, Some_,lia,

Ethiopia and Yugostnvi: clearly shorvs. Moreover these

statelets will not be able to exercise any right to
sell;deterrnination beyond the right to facilitate the

nfunle1 of the hurnan and natural reso.r'ces of the

area by Western imperialism. rl

The reallty of our historyr of our contemporary

eonditions, and positi-on in the wor1d, riake 1t very
tt- :'-'.

olear that our capacity to exersise our right to self-
d.eterminatlon to ensure our survival, progress and dignity,

' 't..
as indivj-dualsr &s famil-lesr 3s cornmunities, arnd as nationali-

ri: ' ' *1';,,',.:itiese can only be secured on the brcad basis of this sovereign
Nigerian potity est:blished on 1st octobu.r 1960, or on new :':+ttt"

polit.ies vrhich h:.ve even brooder wes*- -1':.:c.:n :,nd African :-.j,.,
besel f i-:t-1t..-1.i 1..

,*
j"'

l*Y,

\u
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The FLrst Bar-a Mo.hamnred Memori.al Lecture was

ttellvered' on 10th July 1gB3 i,n Kaduna by l4a11am

saleh Ladan, Natiqnal scc"r'etary, polytechnic senior
staff Assocation (possaru) on the subject of f'The

.A'ssassination ef Bala Mohamned and the struggle of
workers and rntellectuals*, The second Bara l4cihamned.

Memorial leeture was delivered l0th July lgBS by
Mall-am umaru Aji, found.ing Dlrector of the Kano state
Mass Llteraoy Agency on the subject of ,l4ass Llteracy
Education and National Development.,, The. Third Bala
Mohammed lviemcrial Lecture was derlvered on loth July
1986 by Dr. yahaya Abdullahi, Chairman,..Kaduna..State

Land Investigation_ Commfursian- {tglg-lg8o) at Bauchi,
on the subjeoi 'lpolitieal Stabllity and the Land

Question 1n Nigeriarr.' The Fourth Bala i[ohammed Memorial'
lectures was delivered on loth Julyt 19BT by iomrade
Pascal Bafyau, Generar secretary, Nigerian union cf
Railwaymen in zarLa en the subject of ,Transportation

and E>cploitationrr. The F1f-lh Bal-a r.tonanmed iriemorla],.
r'ectur-e was dellvered on loth July 19BB by Ivrallam

Lawan Danbazau, at Kano, on the subject of ilThe
flrv

Struggle of the Common people of Nigeria Against
Coloniallsm: 19+5-1960" a
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