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,rc:srela:
''EYEIdY hurrran group has their mythology, but what

ni*rircs ihai irl [iii: Je:vs pal'ti*rilarly import.n*f ls ttl*
at a particular point in time, fhere wa.s an atbempt

(by Jesus Christ) to turn their tribal Grd to a uniter"

ral God. Today, the.re are said to be atrout 500 mil"

lion people who take hirn serioudy' Jesu*Qhrist was

oue of their numbers, but the bulk of the Jews still
(3 maintain that Jehovah is God of Israel."

&#skpffipu*mr ffissays

TIIB MGERIAN CHRONICIf

IIIE picture painted by Eleazu is still relevant
today, but some Nigerians are out to indigenise the
loot. As members of the Apostolic and Bmtherhood
churchee slugged it out in Celabar, the business sides
of the two organisations contintred unitisfurheil. -tf
the violence overspreatls to the transpo,rt empire of
ttr('Brotherhood", the matter shall be decided in
court! It does not matter that Jehovah has warned

that "vengeauce is Mine!"
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Nigeriams And The J
qroum that have at
6ne'titne or the other,
held themselves above
the rest of the clan.
The remedial fsture of
such stupiditY has
afwavs been that when
the i'mnerativcs of hiY
tory si,:tr up with thc
groups conccmed, theY
lrave quickl] ome to
thcir senses and cham'
Dioned the , arl\e of hu-
man equality rhe world
over.

So was il lhat when
the cnnquering Romans
desancled on the CitY
States of the Greeks
aod anrrexcd them to
the sprawling Roman
F.rnoire. thc Greeks
,,uiiklr' abandoned
tireir inststence that
only Greeks wer€ eP
able of higher values.
And other PeoPle, be-
eause they were barba-
rians, were so close to
nature that all those
fancv talks of democra-
cy. itistice ard ability to
reascn in the abstract
were totally outside the
realm of their capabi'
lities.

llhere has unfcrtu'
latelv b<tr one e7ret"
tion lo this rule. The
,iews still hc,ld them-
selves as a special race
clespite ile overuhelm
ir rt' "s.1,1i,,r1. 'rf histor'1

ii;;11 i r:.ii: ;t{i1.1!!,i,1
i,,1. if+:ir r,Jitii ;ji.)]-)IiLi L

iirl-: ;, iit{i'i:l'l
:..,.r::i lL r i,,:r. i' .',,_

r, i.,,:c .;r, ,,.1..';iil):l
i,jL
.ricE C.i\I.1,t!.d lil!
a conveniinl witii them
"1 wili take you fcr m.y
people. ano I wiJl bt
vorrr (iud-"
' In fa<:t their reiu"

ticnship to this God
has been basically con-
tractual, complete with
laws of association as
revealed by Jehovah
himself to those leaders
who, according to 'lle
rnvthology, have done
business for the tribe.
l-eaders by the names
of Noa. Abraham and
Moses.

F)very human group
has their m1'thology.
but what makes that of
the Jews particularly
important is that at a
particular point tn
time, there was an
attempt (by Jesus
Christ) to tum their
tribal God into a uni-
versrl God. Today,
there are said to be
about 500 miilion
people who take him
seriously.

Jesus Christ was one
of their numbers, but
the bulk of the Jews
still maintain that
Jehovah is God of
Israel. At best, thei.r
attitude has been pa-
tronising, irritatingiy
conceited. "For you are
a poople holy to your
God. The lnrd your
God chose you out of
all naticns on earth to
be his special poses'
sion. It was not fr"
cause yotr wele morc,
nlrnlerous tharr an-v
r;ilrtr naticn thiit lLrll
l,nid cared k:r Yt:,.t ;ttti
tl rltd- !1:il, fOf toil i;/ilr,:
rhi snisilert ,: ail ilir
'i irt) I il ir-< !\ati'i|.1r

f,irr, i .,'ri io i,'ti rl
iir\{i rilLEii bv }',is c:,rl.lr

to vour forefathers."
ThLs tribal connec"

fion o{ Jehovs} hs-s
pul nrxrJewlch lheolo
f,ane ln an oxftimely

rlifficult pr#ion er
plshlng E3 urlvenal
rclever€. In the nslq
they have $ort drcnit
.ed thk hpmdble res'
DodHffty by drcstlrg
itE sarctitnonlorls sptrtt
of tle few*

The fehovah'e Wlt"
ne:sca bEEh ln Nige.
ria explalnq apologetl-
cally that everybody lrgn spirltual tr€r{ and
ao should consldar
God'c prmlse to lhe
lrlb€. Thers ls no
6ftor! to iusflfy those
lnstrncer ln the old
Testqment of thc Blbh
wherc, aa rth. tard ol
Hosts,' Jahovsh has
led Israel In bettte
agalnrt other triber and
itr the procers, slangh.
tered r lot of people
who werc not Jewr.

theologian G. W.
Alderson employg one
of these diversicarary
tactis. "In the midst
of a polytheistic and
pantheistic world, the
-lews profesrd faif.h tr
lhe livinp, one (iql."

'l'hg 6ta!:gmeil w.
:l::re a-lrcad1r said. :: ar
itlL:liigtnl ilclh.rL:l qP'
rrcrally . aplcitcd h'.r

theologists to leg the
ca.se, but il alsir 0x-
Doses the preference
theology hirs for half
truths.

God
Anderson pmises the

unflagging lovalty of
t[e Jews to Jehovah
without admitting that
their ccrcept of him
as one God was res-

one pnncipl.:, the prin-
ciple of business 0n
the apex of thc leider"
ship. you have a small
group of unfeeling,
asfute husinessmen
who carefully manipu-
lsre the inelyilitv ot
the broad masses of the
people to c{)m!.. to
erasps with the unset-
tling side of their eh-
virmment to their
business benefits.

The first to employ
this tactic were the
white trading/colonial
Britons in Nigeria, In
his new bsrk. Dr [-lma
Eleazu, directcr ol the
Tht,k Ta*, exprnins
how they did it:

*The ml*{ooary, lhe
trader nnd the admhir-
hator, sll were in tie
ramc bodless oI pro
motng the coirrmertce
of the fledllng emdrc.
hdee( miedonsder
prcached Chdrt they
hptlred, thcy bullt
shoolr and hoopllalr,
hrrt sll 'thesa werc
.mactlel a@s of
*cleanllnesc ls trert to
godlhcad (which) ro-
qdred women to ap
Doar ln churcb in
Yldar{an gowlt, rsu'
ally made froo ae mmy
ar elght yarda of cloth'
M€n hsd to wear sults,

cmplele with pig-talls
to churclr Cleanlineo
aleo mGant buylng a

bar ol smp made lrom
Nlgertan palm oll at a

prlce whlch was equlva'
lont to the priee of
hall s gallotr ol lhat
same oll (enough lo
mke slx bars). If
cleanlinesc lE not next
to godfrees, what
would happen to Lm
ca.*lre haberdashers or
thc soap mker of
Unllever?'

The picture painted
by Aleazu is still rele-

vant today, but some

Nigerians are oui to
indigenise the ioot. As

memlrers of the Apos-

tolic and Brotherhood
churches slugged t;. out

in Calabar, tEe busi'
ness sides of tle two
organisations ccrxlinoed
undlstu;bed. l? the vio-
lence ever sI;ffiads to
the lianspor'i L:rnpire

of iir+ "ilrrrr'.1:,trhood."
the ;I,r,:l1ei sh;il re de-

cirlcd in r:rrrti fi does

l']ot iii:ilrir 'lJra: Jehcr

vah jra"s warned- tfia1"

'\ro:1ge;rnce is irftrel"

q

IIIE hcadl"m have

besn Psrtlculsrty dra-

mtic. FirsL a woman
oreferre<! dcath to
iiooa t.und,rri* t't'
aum lrcr rel dou8 sccg
Sr+ Ieho"eht l&ltnes*s
takcn I stYti Ylew ol

srrch srlteYi.

Second. smle hro
lltlle chlldran u o

*t "ol 
nenr thsdatJ

*i* convlnctd thst

ellowlnc llttle children
to tol[oq C:hrl3t (ltrl

nr* lnchxle redtl4 tt*
natloml Pledgc' nnd 84

ibsY cot?rc 6n!lotl3r]
obloct+d'

'itqr€ wns flru nn me

rnountalni
'r"h" aaqlican Bishop

nt'iiaounJ ttre Rrght
RevereDd Timothy ulu-
f osove was inffnsd I

And he went to toY.n

i,n the entire Jehovah s

WitneS"s sect' "I nerr

hmks and PaP€rs are

irrll of hate, destructlve
crittcisrls, attacks on

c-hrlslirll: ard mrlsllnlc
altke and denials of thc

6l3in tcauhing 3Pfl . lhe

iove ol G.d," the noly

orJrr ra'lc(l in riPlifeou\
indi4nrt-lonl

Bi:i ls all l.iris rioise
necessarv? Can we not
snare ourselves these
rlit,:irerj hattles 'r;r he'
Lr.lf ,rt lr:hovah? (1: is
, ri;r ,.i r111r i r I li r.rln

;:;i,,,, t|ei rlr: :*
iai r,' lI ':ll ll1
i, r. 1, ;-r., '1 ,, I 1r'
'r,rr ,.,,'1 :]i il.t
.trt . ,, ',1:l)l; :,i l :':(i
,.1 rr: ;r;:t hr I /jrlla;':
r11,i] r 'riici:<i. h'' I n! brr
J rl iv )0 1! no'i :r .Jl,,

tricted to the tribe, and
that it was afrnned in
their various contracts
with hlm in tacit recog-
nition of the fact that
there were other Gods
lor other tribes.

The Yorubas, f6r
example, had tbeir
Oduduwa, just as pro-
vident as Jehovah. But
the idea is no longer
current because the
tribe has since realised
that being the chosen
group of Oduduwa is
totally ineievant to
their Contemporary
needs. And because the
Yorubas were not part

"THAT entire attitude has been built
around a tribal God, invisible even to thc
Jews themselves who, according to their
mlthology, once entered into a covmant
with them: (I will take you for my people,

and I rrill be your God."

'fhr:
humarr
p)ei;e
ethnit

irrstorl' of, the
sDeclr's ls rB

with stories of
and racial

of the eucompassing
Romam Empip with all
its facilities for the
spread of ideas and
tmnsmision of literary
records.

"I'l,e resuit is lhat
Oduduwa an'J all the
other Gr:ds that are
indii,,r:r:+,ri r:o i'ii.gertt
have:ir;ir,'t'.li: coq-
siEfled ji rl,e i;:tiinr'
of hisiorli

tJn the ci;her hanC.
the introductior o{
Jehovah into Nigeria
has atvre"ts lesPecteri
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