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ffim'wp&p***ar Hssays
{i&ssFtv F,!{FG sdss&Y

I fiEB{EMBf;A bsing at at m*eting with an
,\rrcricrn Scuator hy lhe narne of Dick Clark.
Thcre terc a number of other Nigcrians at that
mceting, aild srns o[ them talked with ea-
thusiasnr of what Jinrmy Carter who had been
elerted t.S preside,nt might do for South€rn
Africa and the rvorid.

l hry rersoneci Bith ihild like innocence tlral.
sinc€ Cartcr was a democrat; since he wa$ repu"
ted to he a dutiful parishoner; with excellent
reconrnendationri trom bis days as a provincia.l
politician, hir approach to the afirafjrs of a trou
hled world as president ol the world,s onlv de.
mocra.cy. was going to be srncfmonious. Noihing
but snctimonious-

I was not so sure. And my cynicism stem-
med parti"v from a suspicion that Carter did nct
understirnd American poljtics as it allects the
*rrid

{n, rj, crr lipq.: ( 3r. rcf,ti.n ,.{ riatrl5 th.,r,-. Jtit.. :'( { .1t.,.,.:t .,.it ,fr. IunJa:rt{ liJI l,r ntxfl
lirnling thrt s;uspiliLrn. have theiir orisins in
I,jk1] liis predecessor the i6th and lTth cen.
n-ardrow Wil:;on, irho tLirieS rvilh the jndus-
'i!eii a1 11ie tl1rr oI 'irial rityclution u,hjch
the cenlurl', Carter lras swept through Europe
made into a pei in!lul.' and' becarre a political
gence, the pmctice of t^,a
B".rrri,u n'm".ic,, d rorcc'

moral giant that is pre' John Locke who
pared to rlie its Powel'
i,.*,,a.' v.orlJ after enrtrged ar the gter-

equal, that they are
endowed by their Crea
tor with certain ina-
lienabie Rights, that
among these are life,
liberty. and the pur-
suit cf happinness-"

lt has already been
cbserved that the Ame
;ican Declaration did
not mention the. right
lo property. But that
"c,mission" can only be
explained in ternrs of a
determination by
Thomas Jefierson. the
main author of the De-
claraticn, not to appear
to be copying Locke.
I Iislrtrital 1-,ract.icc irrr
corrhrrned that Jeller
son'5 "pursuit of hap-
piness" was a euohemi
sm lor "property". '1he

clrange was in words,
not on contenl.

With the concept of
Rights, another
"change,, has since
occurred. An attempt
hrs heen made to
break the rigirts into

"f rcqloms". Arrd the
list is rather extensive.

ture is revealed b,v the
explanation offered by
the Nigerian draft
"Most of the funda-
mental rights are in a
scose. natural rights
vested in every indivi-
dual and to which he is
erlt.itled u,ithout any
chligation ol duty on
the part of the govern-
ment to proYlde."

What I am uyirrg is
that in Carter's Ameri-
ca and eYery otlter such
countr-v, freedom of
expression does not
exisl for a. majonty of
the Populaticn. "fhe
trlrdainrenlal ]tigltls
Lhrt arc daiiv sponted
itt' litcsc tluntiios ail
riass conceuls thi'.t e rc

dc:i11ncri ia gitnl rcs
pectabilitr to crPloiirr
lion bolh it lto;ne ar,d
abroad.

in the Soviet Llnion
and e.lsewhere, a new
r:ivilisation has sincc
emerged. the civilisa-
tion of socialism,

Socialism starts by
ollering realisable free'
donrs. .tireedoms ft'om
hunger, {rom igno-
rance, irom discase and
so on. It is only after
these have becn consc-
li(iated that society can
nlove in realistic lernrs
tcu,ard tl.te acquisition
of the o\her freedorns.

Sorne of these secon-
dat'y
read),

freedorns are ai
being rtalised in
Soviet IJnion.

Cheap, decent and
availabls public trans-
lcrt giyes meaning to

/.he "Freedom of Move-
men1.'. These victories
lor lrunran rights art
the correct foundation
for democracl.

D Julius Nyerere
tertili:s r-- this thousht
wherr he says:: "WeJin
Tanania) are seriously
trying to buil,l a demo-
cratic and sc:ialist
state. We seriouslv be-
iieve that *e cunnot b"
d€xrocratic without be-
ing socialist."

I lrc

its lmage.
.{Part fr, nl cottrltties

iiLI SoLrilr 11Lrre0 which
,rre adjudS.d crucial 10

U.S. ln191g5i5- hs has
announced a leduction
in aids to his countrY's
appendages states for
rheir violation of hu-

man righl.s at home.
And he is alwaYs on
about how human
rights alc being viola-
tea in thc Soviet
Union.

Is the Soviet tJni.on
guilty as charged ? can
America. by some stre'
tch of the imagination
be considered a moral
society where human
rights are given a.

chance ?
As the tirades grow

in intensity and tirrea-
ten to trigger ofi
another round of cold
rvar, it is imPortant
that we look beyond
the blanket -temt ol
"human rights" and
probe tor its meaning
in more cornprehensible
I orrns.

C)ur altcrnpl t.1 an-
lrrver thc question
taiscd \l',;rll rgnoro lhe
ihetorit'ai and !lon
dr:scripl.'l)ecllral.ion
of lfumail Iilghts" by
th e Unired Nations.
Rather, rve shall Put
the question to ltistory
and relate its verdict
Lo contemporarY prac-
tice.

The present day con-

!esl. dcicnricr of the
"Clorious Revclution"
in fingland lived in
this periocl. And he

rights" which he listcd
as the rights "to lifc,
liberty aod property".
To Locke, these rights
were fundame'rtal to
man and so, crould rot
hc aholished.

I'Ijs emfhasis on
"ltroJ)crl!" rvr.s cttnsils-
tent witb lhc passlon of
the nasccnt commercial
/industrialist class.
L,ocke l)ecrnre ihe pro-
phe.t ol the "clan".
Inte r A{lanl Smith
:;pelt rxrt Iocke in tttore
econonric lcrms.
ilrxl hy thc tirne David
llicrrrfc l[d Je.cn]Y
Sratirirnt hrrC finishertl
rrir-k tlr:rrr. thq: so qal{o-'d

'.r:tlrtr;t" fi{ihit'. aspe
ci:rliy i!:r:,: Iip-hts ttr
3r4:lr.:rlt. hrrrl it:trsnttt:t
hi;'l"ru{i;.

'l lr: ,',.li1.tria;il lle
elaration of Intiellcn-
rJrnce aijequately ack
norvledged this fact.
"We holcl these truths
to be self-evident, that
ali men are created

Y977 World Health Day
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T'TTE MAJOITI'{'Y
t,rrlplicd fho i:rced that Nigcria's major:ity rjralt
echoes till thls da-v-. ccnstitution has a tolal
Locke s main concern of 12 such "freedon1s".
\vas u'ith "natllral And their class na-

THEME ; CHILDHOOD lltfiliuNIZAT|ON
SLOCAN I IMMUMZE ANO PROTECT YOUR CHILI)

QUIZ
THE below quiz is open to all primary and secotrdary school children

throughout the I'ederation.

PLEASE TICK THE CORRECT STATf,,MENTS OR ANSWERS:

l. The following diseases can be prevented by vaccination i-

- Tuberculosis Yes ( ) No. ( )

- Measles Yes ( ) No. ( )

- Malari[ Yes ( ) No, ( )

- Poliomyelitis ... .. Yes ( ) No. ( )

- Diarrhea Yes ( ) No. ( )

2. Sioce 1970, no case of smallpox has been recorded in Nlgeria.
-: Yes(,)No.( )

l" Several vaccinations such as diphtheria, whooping cough and tetanus or
smallpox and BCG, e)r be given at the same time. Yes ( ) No. ( )

(b) The, are safe and effective Yes ( ) No. ( )

4. 7th of Aprjl is World Health Day. It is thc day when Nigeria becamt a

member of Wo.ld Flealth Orguization. Yes ( ) No. ( )

5. Vaccinations ue availtlrle at Health Centres, Matemal and Child Wel-
fare Clinics, Chest Clinics and {rom Mobile Health Team. yes ( ) No. ( )

6. One vaccinated against a disease, the person is protected lm% against
the d sease for life. Yes ( ) No. ( )

Ten winners (five from the Primary Schools and live from the Secondary
Schools) wlll be selected and a prize of ilio (fen Naira) rvill be posted to each
of the winners.

All entries should be sent to r-
The Chief Federal triealth Edu.ator
Federal Health Educatiotr tlnit
Onikan Health Certre
Iago!,

not later than Friday Apr;I, 22nd, 19'i1.
DR J. A. LAO}'D

Chiet F€deral Health &luc*tor
for Permatrent Sccretary

Fedcml MiriJtry of Halth
Ingos

In fu{exmoriaml
IN afiectionate memory of ou. dearl]' be-

loved father md grandfather

CHIEF BASSEY ESSIEN U}VATT
who answered the Sriat call tBo t,cars eqo oo
thc :llrr ii N,{arch. 197]i

Yours was a worthl, life and a shining
example rvhich shali ever be remembered

'l lrl \lilrjijirt\, 1;i11 (:iL:i.'r1 r.r, lili iit ri:rirli!
FrorlhJ' rrjuirfd,r,hich rhrr trtr1.fi!,l.jrld \irr.
1o{l [Joor to !rv(

tr{aJ, vou rest in porfcct lrraccl -{lilerl

t

A, R. UWA'TT
(lor the entire famil\,)
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