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I N the contemporary world, the
air is rent by false trumpets about
democracy. A host of persons, agen-
cies, governments and governmental
alliances tramp over the globe, wear-
ing the mask, beating the drums, ring-

ing the bells and wielding the ma-

chete of ‘democracy’. They remind
one of the Ekpo masquerades in
south-eastern Nigeria. Exploiters of
various kinds, imperialists, monopo-
lists, financial empire builders, hege-
monists, swindlers, milifary dictators,

other social parasites of all descrip~-
tions, and even fascists, sing the tunes

of ‘democracy’ in order to belong to
the choir of the global uni-doliar
bandmaster.

The bandmaster himself, a unipolar
looter, prescribes that democracy
means the holding of some election.
In the 20th Century, and in view of

the immense falsity of the mask of .

democracy, it has become necessary
to distinguish between electocracy
and democracy, that is, a fake capsule
with the label of ‘democracy’ and
genuine democracy. Where a govern-
ment i3 the product of some kind of
election, we have an electocracy.
Elections, however, are not the essen-
tial content of democracy. ;
Democracy, as Abrabam Lincoln
aghtly defined it, is government of
the people, by the people, and for the
people. The word demos means the
people. Lincoln’s =mphasis was on

- Parasites as democrats

the people, and this is the emphasis of
any genuine democrat. It follows that
what classifiers of government call a
pluto-democracy, namely, a state
where there may be some elections,
but which is dominated by the
wealthy, is not really a democracy.
Throughout history, the term ‘the
people’ has meant the working peo-
ple in their various stations of life de-

-pending on the structure of society. In

all predatory societies, including cap-
italism in all its forms, the predators
have been at the same time the

wealthy, the pmnlr:fd, i the powerful
and the effective rulers. The working
people have been the prey, the under-
privileged, the relatively poor, and
the ruled. It follows at once that un-
less government is by the working
people and for the working people, 1t
cannot really be a democracy, no
matter the number and forms of elec-
tions.

What this means is that from ancient
Athens to now, ac genuine democ-
racy has existed barring the effort of
socialists in some countries in the last
80 years to bring about a system that
is authentically a democracy. The
American and other bourgeois propa-
gandists who have in their trading in-
terests advertised democracy as the
mere holding of elections recoil from

By Eskor Toyo

any question that can disturb their par-
asitic or hegemonistic conscience.
Who can effectively contest elections?
If it is the rich or ists, does
this give us government by and for the
people? How are the elections con-
ducted? What role has money in them?
If, for instance, they are rigged, does

that give us government by the people

and t%lrthe le?

_ There are other ions. How are

the candidates selected? What if they

are selected by power-seeking factions
actually financed by expioiters of the
people? What proportion of the people
come out to vote? If the majority have
turned away, seeing that elections are
only rotten bazzars that bring them
nothing but more misery, how does
that give us a government by the peo-
ple? Who controls the news media that
shape opinion? Do the people actually
have the fullest access to education
without which they are like chaff in a
storm? What chance have those who
really express the interests of the peo-
ple got in the election if they are poor
and honest? If candidature and votes
are swayed by ethnic or racial loyal-
ties, how does the champion of the
ethnic or racial biases of a big ethnic
group or a privileged race become a

representative of the people in general?

* By whom and in whose inferest is gov-

ernment run after what passes for an
election?

When these questions are answered
truthfully, it becomes obvious thai the
governments in those lands of parasit-
ism that want very much o be seen as
flying the flag of are amy-

thing but authentic democracies. As for .
Affrica, Mobute was a fool. i e had

managed 1o put on show onc faniasy

self; his North American

patrons would
have hailed him a colossus of ‘democ-
racy’ in Africa. For years on end; the -

masses in Liberia chafed and groamed
under the fiendish o b
geant Samuel Doe. peaceful

against him proved useless or faial
whoever dared fo try. Then like z bolt
from the blue, one Charles Tayior re-
entered the country with two revolvers
in his hands." Doe had a whole army
behind him, but the soldiers were Libe-
rians. Soon Taylor and his comsades,
with the masses inflexibly behiad
them, created a people’s army and
fought their way to Moaroviz. Thes
and only then did al! the dictators in
West Africa, ganging behind former
President Ibrahim Babangida, tuix inio
missionaries of ‘democracy” in Liberia
Taylor was nothing of a demociat

ion of Ser-

gun and some

-m8 much of 2 “‘derocrar’ 55 3 millionsise -

who buffets his way to power bome o
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synonym for hypocasy, 2 veil for mondtis-
asnillionaire DOWEL a2 e
ism of American filiation. Amd

ihe masquerade is dressed with tinee!
from the Mill of Falsehadd in Washing-
ton. Where o we go from bere?
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