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f N the contemporary world, the! air is rent by false trumpets about
democracy. A host of persoDs, agen-
ctes, govemments and governmental
allianws trdmp over thiglobe, wear-
ing the maslq beating the drums, ring-
ing the bells and wielding the ma-
chete of 'democracy'. They remind
one of the Ekpo 

-masquerades 
in

south-east€rn Nigeria. Exploitcrs of
yariou! kinds, imperialistg monopo-
lists' finaqcisl emlire builders, he'ge-
monists, swindlers" mil ilsy dictators,
other social parasites of fu dascrip-
tions, and even fascists, sing the tunis
of 'democracy' in older to-bclong tdtk choir of tnc goOA uni-odlar
badmaster.

Thc bandoastcr himself, a udpolar
looter, -prescribes that demoiracy
rneans the bolding of some eleciioi.
Iu the 2{hh Ceutury, and in yiew of
the immense falsitv of tbe mask of
democrrcy,_it has become necessary
to _distinguish benreen electocracy
and democracy, that is, a fake capsull
with the label of 'democracy'- and
genuirre democracy. Where a govern-
me$t is tlre product of some kind of
election, we have an electocracy.
Elecliong however, are not the essen-
tial content of democracv.

Democracy, as Abriham Lincoln
rishtlr- defined it, ie aovcmment of
the petrrrtq by the peofle. and for the
peoplc. .l1re word tlenos rneans the
6o1tle tincoln's rrnphasis wls on

Parasites as democrats vtcther
hin ed

or not tte masscs ncre '.ittk ri& them- Th* ErXF*(Xi

the people, and this is the emphasis of
any genuine democrat. It follows that
what classifiers of govemment call a
pluto-democracv, namely, a state
where there may be some elections,
but which is dominated by the
wealthy, is uot really a democrary.

Tkoughout history, the term 'the
people' ha$ rcail Oe working peo-
ple in their various statio,as of l-ifri de-
pendirg on the stnrctue of society. In
all predatuy socicties, induding 

-cap

italism i! aII its forms, the pre-dato-rs
have becn at the seme lime the

any.question that can disturb their par-
asitic or hegemooistic conscience-
Who can effectively cotrtest electiotrs?
If it is the rich or opportrmisb, does
this give us govemment by and for the
people? How are the elecioos coa-
ductcd? What.rolc has mrey io tb€n?
If, for instancc, they are riigcd, does
thal grve_ us governmetrt by-t[s pcopb
and for the peoplc?

There are other questiom. How arc
the cadidates selecbd? What if thcy
are selecltd by power-wking fac-tio*
actually financed by exploiters of the
peoplc? What proportion of the pcople
come out to votc? tf the majority trive
turned away, seeing that elixtions ate
only rotteo bazan that briag them
nothing but more misery, how does
that give us a goyemment by the pee
ple? Who controls thc ncws inedia-tbat
shapc opinion? Do the people actually
have the fullest access to educatioir

wealthy, the privilcge4 thc ponerfuI
and the effective rulers. Thc working
people have be€n th prcy, the under-
privilegcd, the relatively poor, and
the ruled. It follows at ooce rhat un-
less govelnmeot is by the working
pcople aad for thc working people, it
camot &ally be a dcmocracy, no
matter the num,ber aod forms of elec-
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without which they are like chaff is a
storm? What chance havc those who

repeseotativc of th pcopb iu gEocml?
By whom and in whw inlac*hgsv-
emrueet run after wtat pac*s ftr an
election?

When these questiom rrc rnssr€rcd
trutbfirlly, it bmes obviffis ftat &ts
governmeDts io thce lards of pem-sit-
ism that want very mrrch to be seta e
flying the nag of erE ent/-
thing but authentb dcm.des. 6s ihr
Aftica, Mobuta wrs a ftoL f iE hrd
maaaged to p* on shor me ftruI
called 'clection' ard rrinrhtld hiri
selt, his North Ameticao p6t mswodd
have hailcd him a oolossns of "fuoc.
mcy' in Africa. For },€ars oa etd, ee
masses in Lib€ria chebd end glrd
under the fundish Acpre**im of SGr-
geant Samuel Doe. The pcoced rd
against him proved uschss rr faal
whoever dared to tsy. Thm lita a boB
from the bluq olrc (}ulcs Tlyftor !s-
entered tfo€ coufify witi two &\iohfitrs
in his hands. Doc hd a rtole aery
behind hinn, but tb soldicrewe l-fu-
rians. Soon Taylcr aod hb mmrdec"
with the massea fuflcxibly lrtlid
them, created a peoph's umy od
fought their way to Momwirr. ?ta
and only then did al! thc dicfabce fu
Wes Africa, SdBginS bctuod {'Grs€r
Presidrnt Ibrahirn Babaaeida, tom irrto
missionaries of 'democmcy' in !..ilx.ris-

tions.
What this means is that from aocient

Athens to now, ao genuine democ-
racy has existed barring the effort of
socialists in some countries in the last really express the interests of the pe+.

ple got in the election if they ue poor
and honest? If candidature and votcs
are srvnyed b.r-. ethnic or racial loyal-
ties, how does the champion of 

-the

;thnic or racial biases of a trig erhnic
group or a privileged race become a

80 years to briog about a system that
is autheatically a democracy. The
Amqdc€tx Aqd pthe.r bourgeois propa-
gandists who havc in their trarlingln"
terests advcrtised derrocracy as the
mere holding of elections recoil ftom Taylor was nothiug of a deuoers


