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ititr. Chairuan, cListiliguished. professors and. guests, laclies and. gentlerrierle

rt gives me great pre.ls'.rre to be carled upon to adclress you o.l1

th:is august and. roost imporl;.nt occasi.on for scholars ancl on an

extrer:rely important topic.

T]:-is occasion afforcls nte ti:.e opportur::ity of setting do.lrn ideas on

certain important controversies t.lre resolution of r,lhlch rrill 1e1p bui1d.

abrid'gebeti,.reenhistori.rnsant].othersocier1mYourinvitation

of me is at least an expression of airar.eness of the need. for an6 the

possibiliff of such a bridge.

august compte, one of ilre founilers of modern social scj-ence, is
said to have clraracterised. tire role of science in human affairs in the

follorring terns : S_reLg..jlo-Ugp3igJp-U,_jrqpJ{o-rruqur. pleLqJllg. Ttris can

be interpreted. 
""t{t*"rstand- in order to fo:rsee, forsee in ord.er to

anticipateJ The r"ole of science cannot be better or uiore briefly describecl.

0n the African contiaent r'rhere rapid. developr,rent rationall;r induss6

is a vital necessrty, tihere the facts about the past either d.o not erist
or have been greatly distor'r;cd., i,rliere nearly all social formatj-ons up to

nor'r from primitive eonmun*rU.srl 'i;o colonial monopoly capitalism ueigh upon

the future, the need for;i porrerful aocial science need"s no emi;hasis

trhatsoever.

ds6:.n#t

sinee all socj-al facts are li.istorieal.ly fortned., history is the basic
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social scj.ence. History, ho,;revcr, c.rrurot be any great llelp to oLher

social sciences unless it is itself a science. lrei-ther cail other sosial

sciences aid. historical str-Ld;r, or bc of nuch help to the cLevelopuent of

h:istorical scholarsh:lp unless they' are theroselves historically orienterl.

[]re more stud.ents of socie-by outsicle ltiarxist circles have turned. to

i.rhat iriarxists have d.one all tl:ie tine, -blut is, to the study of societli as,

a. dyna"nic or d.eveloping rea1it17, tl:.e nore tire;r i:ave coiie to see ,,rhat

I,tarxists took for grairted. long; ago, that a i'nuitidinensional a.pproach is the

nost fruitful-. A genuine nr-iltidir:ensiona1 approach, horrever, cannot lie

a4yvrhere outside the historj-cal. riraterialist approach lrith its h:istorj-ca1

and. d.ialectical method.s.

i,iearurhile, in )ristory ti:e eelectic traclition stiIl holds sr,ray

outside }tarxian circles. Ever: 'bhough the lead.ing h:istorical materialist

thesis, namely, that the uaterial or econoririe cond.itions po-,,rerfu1\,' shape

social structures a:rd, processes h.as been accepted in the fona here

fonnulated by very many iristori;i.is and social scientists, ailong even

those who accept it, it is r-rsuiill;r treirted as a truism that requ-i-res no

special attention to j-Ls iiir.olica"tions. vlhat is lrorse, tids accepta.nce is

not associated. rrith arnr cliseiplined clialectical nethod, even thor.rg$ it is

also us'ura11y acknowled.gecl- nol.r.daJrs that historical develogrrnent is dialecti-caL;r\
*ifrre'
t In fact, the adrnissj.on of the v:ilid.it;r of ]tistorical naterialisu itself

L
is d.one with oners tong.re in onels cheek. Tne prerralent attitude is much

.1.*rl
lilce that of a liar, i)rcu'* or 1:retend.er r.rho is coupellerl by iris own self-

entanglement to accept a 'uruth that can no longer be lr-iCden.

The only method.s tha-i; can lead to a genr"rine nramiage betrrreen iristo4r

and other social sciences and. to fru-itful eross fertilizetiori are treated.

to a ma.ss of distortio#na tendencious accusatj-ons.
I



In history, the elec'L/ics clarir,r that all other approaches ale

d.eteruinisticy rnono-causatloaal, one-directional, etc. ancl invalid.

firese accusatiorrs a::e certainly not true of historical materialism, as

can be shown in d.etaill but i;lu.t is by the uay. Sone eclectj-cs clai-m

they adopt this posi-tion fo;'rrant of aray better approach. $ori.e claim to

aciopt j-t because historical eventsl in prir.ieil:ler cannot be repeated..
e 48-

This is onJy/version of the 3eneral position that these events are unique
L

r'Crr 
"[tt-i

and. are tirus iapred.ictable. So,,re clair,r that r*an is a learning auimal

andr sinee he can alter his a.c'lbion by knolriag r,y5*1 will- happen if a

situation persistsl events are unpredictable, since all pred.iction

plesupposes the stabj-lif. of a set of variables.

Connected with the alleged lifr"aictabilifi. of events is the allegation

that no larrs are discoverable in history. Sometimes lre are told that ruan

is end.oi'red'odth freer,rill and, therefore, that his actions are, in principlel
-?,n -jaapredictal:]e. Yet those "'rlio rral;e this allegation expect their wives not

to take it kindly, to say the le.rst, if they wa1lc in r,rith a charuing,

wi-invited. gj-r} friend.

t'ied. up r.rith the,,,ihole qu.estion of the i:re&ictabilitlr or 1aw-governed.

c}:aracter of h:istorical cven'Ls is the question irhet.rer ltistorical inves-

tigation can be mad.e a science. I s1:a11 trg here briefIl, 1o ans',rer the

interelated question of scieirce, predictabilit;r :.rd. la-,rr in ir-lstor1r,

";+S3o-,y_-s:S_.Sgj-S;r_cS.

*lhether h:istor1, can be m"irlc a seience or not d.epend.s on rrhat science

is und.erstood to be' ifith the cievelopment of mang'sciences, :utural and

social, in recent years, a clearer conception of science itself has €ioerged.o

4

I{f"ro!i19 *91"q!1"11" Ioli,}? l.,i}?!oly :lh1r!! . -!gl9rg.,tg{ !q lsrf:3
historical realit;, rei-gls in the other social sciences.
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lhe natural scientists of ;;i3eria recently for:ned an association uhich they

named. the Science Associatioir rather than the latural Science ,'ssociation

of I'iigeria. ?his refiects a liirgering misund.erstand.ing of the ntture of

science.

Scienee is not liri::ited to'ulre study of fo:rls of energr in nature, the

pri-nciples of conbj-nation of nertural substances or forms of p1.rnt a;:rcl

anjmal life. In factl rrhat is science .rnd. .,rhat is r:o'L is not decicled. by

the object of str-r6r. Science resldes in the nethod. of a}1:ro,:ch to truth
(').
m -bo the making of state,eents acceptecl as t:!ue.

f,jrnpirical soience rests o,r sjrs'bematie fa-ctual investigation. Its
A

method. of approach to trut]: is to folLor+ through a lnrnch in a certain

ryster:ratic way. Facts are gathered wbich enable the firnch to be stated. as

a clafiuite hypothesis. further facts are then assenbled and ar:alysed.

with acceptable method.s to test the tenabiliff of tlre }lvpothesis. [he

hypothesis uill be accepted. teirte-,tively as r:epresenting the truth only

if the facts appear to lead. convincingry to tiris conclusion. Observations

trhich 1k are contraty to any \ypothesis wealeei: it.

The seientific appro;ch tc trutb i-nclud.eJ tire constructi-on of theoriee

as guid.es to research, the clevclo1rnent of clependable meti:.od.s, the public

exposure of results eincl orreri cri'i;icisrn. I-b excludes rtrutht basecl slmply

on revelation, casual observ.r.-Lion, mystera, "#;ior:ity.A

One ma]i asseiirble facts abou.t 'i;he past and select the facts r+ith a vie,.r
srSYrt^pa'fi\y

to the creation of natholfor a {foul). That kind. of activity is art. It
F

is like getting a piece of irood and treatin;; it in such a lrajr as to strike

terror r.rhich is uirat the flcot Ehpene tekpor ursi; carver attemtt['rf;.!+-s'aaee55( a r-.i1.dri..1 1,4.n

art. Hol,roverl if facts are assenbled. ancl aruJysed vrith a viei,r to buiiei+;l/ /
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ca,euaL expla.nation and if the stu(y is objective, accurate, precise and

guided by a theory that can bc +ccepted or rejected., then sr-rch activity

is scientific.

An illustration may clincii tiie point. iienneth Dike, from factual

stud;r, suspeeted that tlie i;rabilitSr of ELrropean :rterchant atl-venturcrs

to penetrate to the irinterland of ,:-est rl,frj-c;r. tlrror-rgt the coast :+as rrot

due, as r.ls then sr-rpposcd-, 
"o 

a nosr,. inirospit.rble ciinate and. tire de"rdly

nosquito. The effective cause, .ire suspected,, i'r.rs the opposition of the
A

coastal merchant princes. ire set up his fii.nc]: as a iSrpothesi-s and gatherecl

clata to test it. The daiaf't in tluls case, convincing'ly confirrted }ris

h5rpothesis. Ile published- iL .r.:rd historians T$iro were cor:,lpetent to jurlge

acceptetl. his lrypothesis ;is co:iir,ned, Iiis research lras a r:cientific

exercise. A irypotiresis rla;j. co:lccri i,hether an elrellt r1id. or dicl not occur,

nhether it occurs in oiie set of circu:':istairces rather than anotl:er, i,rirether

a princi-ple or process operates or d.oes rrot operate, ithether an aet will

lead to one result mther than irnother, uhether one mebhod leads to a

nore systematic, powerful, or clearer handling of naterial than ;:,nother, ete,

We d.efine a science sinply as the social practicel the activity, r^r{i.r.

aims at d.ete:mirring as precisely as possible tire condltions under r.'rhj-ch

thing's happen, The aim of the netirodological sciences is to provide

streLtegies and. tactics for extcncling tlre area of reliable fac-bua1

linor.rledge as muc]: as possible. 
arc_/,<yrie/,t

There is a false notion 'Lha'c science is concernecl/lritir &HASr explarra-/ - 
rrt,' e.fu

tion, with testing of lairisl lri'bh general explanation. Tnese are theTSoals

of scientific activity, br-L'b not a"11 scientific activities are d.irectly- of

this kinti, Othenrise cLa*ssj-fic;r.tlon1 for ins"Lancel nould not be scientific
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1-e",tt,*{-f.b . - eac'Livity' &@:J=e*+l+ inp.r'f .- or.i'u,..,ut tabla\r .J.oes not itself e4rlain

ai:y phenorflenonr" it on\r )ro.,.ill_es :; frlriileilor.l; for intcrsectoral linlcs to
be stud.ied. in an ecoitorajr, ii :i.s ,;. great ;iid to scientif:i-c preclictj-ori

in a. soci.alis-b economye br.Lt i'c iLoes lot itself 1:reclict arnrtllipg.

A classifj-ca'uion scltelLe, a -i;.rbl-eau, a defiruitior..il effort, a c"rse

study, the constrr-rction of ;,.i1 obee::vational- toolr etc.rthou.gh riot directlSr

a case of causal e:qplan ",cioii, :i-s iliteresting for science and. is scientific
activity, onty iJ oriented oii scj.eirtifie tireory ald. aid.s theoretical

explanation.

It is for this rea.soii tl-ra'L Clapiran, although .r massi.re econonic histo-
rian, was not partlertlarlS. helpful to economic science. ilis studies rrere

not designed. to test ai:trr econo;:ric ti:.eories in particul-ar. l-te se-t-ected

facts that suited h:is fa;:cy. Claphan can be excusecl becaLuse non*l,iarrian

econoiei-gs in his da;' 1ru* not such th;rt its theories coulcl be historj-callrr

tested.

I.i?rat rrc have saicl so f;r is to !-la].e clear r+liat sclence is frcra the

point of viet of its procedu.re whicli is d.ecisive for icientifling scientific
activity,

eclectieism most is their non-d.ialectical i:,ttitud.e, .- their inability to thirii";

,Ia.kiii;t a clialectical vi-errl everJr

event i-s.l uaity of asi-iects. In respect of certain aspects it f.rl1s into
a class vith sone thin,Es; i:: respect of other as;oect:; it fails into a cl-ass

_Lgrl, *l:4 .tJ-13fgpqe.s.s.

Iret us turri to the next set of cir-resti-ons. Are historj-cal events
is

un:ique and- fu this uniquei'.iess such thaL ther.e caii be no la,'.rs in iristory

to interest scientific:r1l-y nir-tit_ecl p*r"orr=3

let us tackle the q.uestion of uniclueless. i,Iirat r.rorries believers in
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uith o'ther thira3*sn A naa is an animal rrhen lre consi(ier the aspec'i; of his

d,istinction from non-living uatter, "r prii.eLe r,lhen re consid.er classes

of aninals, &n object less tl'urn serren fee-i; r.rhen ire consider heights of

objects, an earth drveller lrhen lre consid.er Ioc;rtion in the cosilosr

The.Oluro Rocli at abeoki,,t.r is a particular rocLi. f ts occurence is

a un-ique event, Yet a geolo3'lst can 1:lace it *s c.,-mbrian, pre-canbriornl

etc. I{e can a}so place it as iilneous, i.,ietalrorphic, etc. Its iiiaterj-al

belongs to tire class of crlrst,,iline substances. fhe Ohuro roc1i, fror,i 'uirls

point of vie'0,1, is not a unir1r.,.e event to a geo1o,3"i-st.

The coup d.fetat in l,igerii in 19t55 i.ras a ur,-ic1ue event. fet it has

roairy parallels r.rith other colrps ii: Africa. ancl other underd.eveloped. countrj-es

itr our epoch. It even has,,:,an;r;:arrallels r,rith tlie situation in iingland

that prod,uced Cromlrellrs coup;nd- tlie one th,lt produced the couirs clretat of

ifapo]eon l3ournaparte ancL trou-'is Phillipe ii: Franee 
co";r_o,,"

If rrre d.efine feud.al:Lsin i,lr ten:ls of fornal larr's andifori:rs of institution$,

it becoires urrique to Britain, i{estern Europe and. possibly Ja;oan. If Ire

d.efine it as Madel and others do j-n terms of its social systeraic essenee,

as a scheme of patron-client d.ependence based. on ri ghts to land, it applies

to Asla and Africa. ]t is far'better to define feud.alisn thus broadly

and. then see r.rhat is,Eer:er;,.I to all the societies so d-efined.. ile can tiien

nail dolrn the specificities of each case of this general social fortir more

accurately. fhe more rJe caa see of r,rirat J-s general, the more rre can see

of the specific.

The categories of 3:eireral ald specific have dialectical intez'pene'Lration.

They are oirposed, since tLe;r a.re contrasts, but the;r presuproose e;rch other,

Knowledge of specifi.cs le.:rfs to a better knowled.ge of what is really generall

whereas a pursuit of generali;:tion leads tr: a better kr:.owleclge of the respects
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in r'fuich the specifics are p.;rticuiar or ind.ivid.i-ra1-, that is, unique.

It is not the case at al-1 tiurt uriielueness exclucles generality. In other

i,rord.s, if sometiring belongs to aL class it does not nean that it is not

specific or even in sotne res;oects ruticiue. 't'o ti:ii:ir o'birerl.iise clerives from

the non-dialectici,il habi't of tiiou;,;J.rt that is eitkrer n:ivefuv corunollsensical

or fowrdgd on the forrlal logic'bh.lt has d.omirurted, i-/est.rurot;ean scholar-

ship sinee tlie liidd.le *rf€s.

Let us turn to tire c1i-res'cion of lan. i, sci-eilti.fic 1ari, in tlie first
place, is a generarisatj-on exj)res:jing a -ig&tkri-!g. rt is in actuar fact
a .cog€!ig44] and not att al;solute st.rteinent" Ilrese two gord,s, rregularityt

;.,'i,.11t.,'tt "i ;z .i
and rconditionalt are cruc:Lal foi'; tee-clifferenbes a.ad',ot,hers on the natter

5. t '.t;.1.".of ecoaomic law.

,l sci-entiflc l"arrlr i,rhen fon,raliseci, sa]/s ilrat given X, y can be expecterl

to folloi,r iritjr sorre regu-i_aritlr. ii:l other r.lord.se la-,,rs are of clj.fferent

clegrees of sfrict[essr L,errrs are oi' clifferent deg::ees of proba.i:i1ity. Any

tine lre sair, for instancee tiuLt a coup deletat puts a popr.rlatior:. in a state

of erpectation, r{e are statiig ;i lair to irhich, presr-rnably, lre attach a

high degree of propabiU-ty.

Ialrs also are fortrulated -Lri,[h d.iffereirt cLe.grees of exactness, If ire
i; t{ i

scr,J/ that the coefficient of ex.,:ansion of j-ron iwhere +i'i" * definite
number lre aro by impric.rtion st.,Ltii-l,3'a l.-il,r, n.rnel;r, that u:rder normal

cond.'itionllihen r.re &rise tlie tei.i;rerature of pure iron bar try 1oc, it l.iirl
lengthen by a defii:-ite .r::toulb. r'b is irell lcuoirii that soci.rl- laws can

usually not be st.Lted. lriLh LlLis exactitucle, bilt even a la.u Lirat can be

stated only in broad qi-ralita+;ive -Ler:rrs j-s a l.ri,t.
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ret us refer ag:iin to Dil:e t s thesis an<i lir:.tr1 up the question of

uniqrie events and lai,r. Io iie3'i-n,.,rithrthe non-;:enetration of the coast by

ex1l":.triate i:ierchants ai;pears lii;e an event. .*ctr-ralIy, 
"it 

r,icls ii class of
."(1.161r,.[

eventsr since it r,;as not one tr:Lc1ing exped:tion that fL+#edr'but several

in va.rious situations in v"i::ious p1.rces, spre.rd over flalT/ years. li,l:at he

achieved., therefore, T,,.ras actrial\r a pneralisa.tion.

i{e can C""""11i:e Dikets }r1r;oot}resis for coastal trade in general

and test it. it ff;ifi be fo::nu1;ited. thus. Given a merchant elass of

inidd-lemen on any coast, t}:eir interest to a rlegree cond.itions the irartici-
pa-bion in hinterl-arrd. tr.rd.e by trao.ers from beyond. the seas. ije can test
tkis proposition iritir facts froi:r tLre lianseatic Leagrrer frorn t5e English

East lndia trade with tiie i,ogfrf eupire, vrith tlre tr.rd.e of Vefnice, Genoa

and Zanzibar, r^rith the si:ut'Lin.1 of the Jalranese ports in the 1-ineteengr

centurSr and a host of oth.er such f,-rcts.

i{e c.rn incrud-e 'cl:.is co.:.s-ual 't.-r',rle 1;roposition in a rnore gcneral

1:roposition, naniely, that in i;rercltrnt cit3r s-bates, the state p].L;rs .L1e rolc
of Suarantor of t;ie interes'bs of t,re nerciunt cl-ass agai"nst comi:etitors.

"i host of facts frora Lhe jielenistic en;rire, fron i..rn Chinr, f::o:,r,1,o1,:1g.,ilra

Japan, fron the .$urope;rn liiiLclle .:i1BS1 frora tenth to n-tneteengr centiLry 1les.b

africa, artd from tire Portu!;uese, )'u-itcir, Spanisir, Frencj: aricl tritisl: empires

fron the 't5th centugr 6o 'bhe 19tir confi:rir flds propositio,.
Tlr-is ;oroposition, a,1aili, falls under a nore general proposition, nane13r,

that the princi-pal class of -,,ropc:rty hold.ers in an;r st.ite base,1 on ;oroperf,r
discrimination, uses tire st;te to i;rotect its economic status agalnst
encroachment at hone ancl abroad. 'Ihis is actually recognised as a 1alr by

irany historians and soci-al scientigts. It is one of those 1:vs of histozSr



l

10*
lririch r,re are told cannot e:ris.L. yet this lari is so genel:al ancl so regular
that it is, in f.tct, U-}le tjre iar.i of 3ravit;.. ;lhetj:er o:: not Diliers

uorli i'ras a particular test of thj-s larr or riliether his choiee of \ypotlies:Ls
was accidental, he in f,;ct coirfirmed. this I.rir i-n tire uost rurexpected of
places' For once, ;r urtlversal l.iistor-j-cal lait applies to ,.frica. Horreverr

in ease ar{yone is still in d.oub'b, ar1 t}ut one need. do is to test the

gPneral la,,rr l'rith regard to tiie slave tracle, the governnent tr"t<le monopolies

of Okl Ghana or arry major issue affecting the economic ilterest of thc

ruling classes in ary of the:rfricarr states or attr state aqri,rhere.

ll'e il,:.y even 30 aheerd. .,te t',tay forrau.la'ue a rider to'bire 1-.rrr, najjre\r,

tl:ir.t the greater the chal1eq3e the more fierce ilre resls tance to encro"ich-

me11: tr{e nay use certain d.epartures from nomal administration as in.,Liea-

tors of fierce resistance. fii tir-i-s i,ray there j-s even.i qriantitative aspect

to the 1al'r, quantitative in tile orrLinal sense of gr.eater or less. Both

this verly general law ai,d. tl:e rirler to it a.re, as ire have hi-nted., confirued

by the history of ever1" state so f.ir knor+n. Lj.I;e all laws, it is, ii: fact,
assoei-ated with 'r,he vezx,- irature of the state itser-f .

Historical lar,rs are stateiaents of regularit;r derived. from factual
but comparative stud,y of events. The preci.sion and. certain tJ. with rhich
these laws can be fozuul-ated" Cr.epend.s on the d.epth ancl breadth of studSr,

.a 1aw is siuply nhat tencls to lrappen fron the very natqre of the

cirormstances under consider.,ition. i.i,s lre make a statement such as that
trpoU-ticians i-n conteal;orary unclerd.eveloped, couatries tend to have little
patience ld-th liberal d.enocrac5rr.rt lre are stating a )ar.re whether lre are

anare of this or not. RigoriouslJr forrnulated, the 1ar,r is that given a

count:ry, A, d"efj-ned accorcling to cert.rin criteria that define a

lcontenporary underd.eveloped countra-rt bj, and large the politicians in.. -
the leading ones at ar:y rate - wrl1 be observed to nanifest beharriour
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deflned according to certain criteria as tshort temper rrrith tliberal

parliailentar;' democr.ic1r . I

Ide sonetiries say that if such ancl su.ch hacl been 'Lite f,,r.cts it 'irould.

have been inpossible for )i 'io occr:r, or tlia,r si.nce such ancl such irere the

facts Y',,;;rs only to be expected. -.LI sueir statenenls iraply tlre

operation of l-alrs.

One thing ti:at must be rcilarked. about the case of Dilce t s research

rhich l:as serve<l us as gtutire:. pig is that historical explanrtion rr:rs

found for a fact rrhose soci;'l or ]ristoric;rJ- c,rpJ-ana'bion iras colrsitl.eretL

non-existent and uirich h.ad to be expla.ined. b3r i:L.rturalistic causes. IIe
r'1 Eg.j:l.r</ cr-lrvt

are renind.ed of 'ciie bas-Lc fi++li,rg principle of historic,rl r,utteli"rh-sm,

naaef , thaLt social even'r,s or ,riienoi,rcna slioulrl i.re e;c;rI;ii:rccI soci,:.J.J;r,

tiu"b is, historicalll'.

?rom this e:ca-lip1e irre observc certain things about lairs, Lalls

ilresuppose exlstence o.f '11-:.e pirenoiaena about vld-ch the rcgularitj-es are

forilulated. unless therc are fisrres, there is no cil_i.estion of an;r l-a-,; of

fistr'oeiraviour. LTnless there ie ;Lrter vir.rforr-r, tiie::e can be no lavr of tire

behaviour of uater vapolu' :r.s rl.isblnct f'roi.r otirer gases. I[ls stl-beiaent

may ai)pear self-evicleiit o;ice i'i is uadc. Ihe lleason for,,taiii:rg i.t is to

le:rd. to the proposition -i;ir.:it contrary to r,retai:irysic;rr clo,anar la.1.rs are

respecters of tiiire anri. ,,.rI,rce.

.ns logicill or lj.f ...tltenr prineiples, larrs are universal ancl ti-me1ess,

lilie all cond.itiorul sta"bements. For a" conditional statenent cloes not

assert arytlTing except an abstract eontingenc).. Holtrever
Or Iln ?rrlq.f. b , O*S q

erapirioal rule re ting to actual occurej"-Ice, 1s a respect

a lalr statcd lrith

er of the occurence.

1[o phenonrenon, not even natter itself in i'bs highest ai:stract:Lon, exists



i,

12

eYerylrilore, for thei:e ai'e Yacli-tr,ts. .. 1 .irry-' ra'ce, lai,rs .lre sta.ted, about

concrete iBstances of mat'r;er, .r'i.lout evcnts, ,r::.d events occltr in tinc

and 1:1ace.

Since the uni.,"erse hars a" liis'Loqr, all lar,rs;r:e true of or appl;'to

only the epoehs and pIi.,ccs -i-n r;lij-ch tiie ref erence 1:irenomena. occur. All

lavrs are to that extent historrc.il .

l,ar,rs relating to airir.ral ne'ubolisir anii l-rehaviot-r.r cone iirto existence

trith anirnals. L,alrs of r,urnts interaction -rrith nature and kis social

behaviour emerge r.nth iris soci.e-by. A1:l- f;rcts, itlLural or social, are

events in tirrre.

fherefore, tjrere are lalrs that apply to aI1 hrunan soci.etj-es, l"-itrtrs

trr-\.t ;rpply to a nunber of soci.rl epocl.rs in w.lrich tlrc+ societies, though

ciifferr:at in an epociial selse, slr,.:"rt) certaii:. sirnil".,r pror:erties, There

are lalrs that app!,r t{: a paru'icu}a:: sociill fori'nation on}y, for inst;:irce,

capitillisn. Ti.:.ere are 1,...r.1g ti.*-b a-1t;;lj, eveii tr: s;reclfic stages only in

the clevelopiaent of ei specific ;oci.il sJrsten, for insbance, l.rlrs of capitalisr'r

in tl:e period. of neo-co1oniaU.sa. Tiie::e are l"rlrs th"at apply to pirases of

a stagel for instancel laiis tiu.it;;pp1;7 to iirfl:tion or depression i;:

lonopoly ca1:ri.'talis;r. Econo::ric fustoriails lil;e :'f .'iI . Ros'bolr ilave been

concerned. rrith keeping trr-cii of su.ch la'..rsr "rird tliere is i:o rei,ison wlry

cultural or poli-bicerl 1dl;'i;ori,z::s shoulcl not.

Coneerning co::rclitions, i-1, is irnportant'bo:roi;e tirat a sciei-rtific 1an

:is a conditional sta.i;enent. r.io hr tells us r.rliat must be 'ratiror:.t euttaching

a oond-j-tion. Conrlitions, i,riie;: seen conc::e'r;e13. rather than througlr the

spectacles of forna.l 1ogic, faIl irito a murJ:er of types. Ilrege are necessaulr

and sufficient, crr"rcial and. ;rr..i:riliarX', preconciitional and instsrurental . The

first two dichotouies ha",'e been recoguisecl in the literature on the
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phj.losophf of sciencer ihe last is oi_rr own add.ition.
Ihe existeace of rrater va..i)orr in thc :"tnosp.trere is irecess;rrJr but not

sufficient to procluce rain. ijloirel"er, tlre presence of "r. rotte:r eggis
, ,, fiit:in{l
nese,ssar,rr tO prod"uce the s;;,r.-111 usrral\,'associ.rted lrit.h i_t, bu,c nOt

.-i i:r,::(-rY =

s+r*ficie:nti since such sneil c;:n also lie prorluced b;, 1ir" gas Il2Si, The

emcial condition is tiiat -;ii i;hout ;ri:ich soueth..i-ng cannot .Lai.ce irlace. An

ai;.xiliary conciition is one tirrt helirs i.t, for j.nstance, a catalyst. For

ins-bance, there itust be so,.,te tl-lssatisfaction in tirc ari:-rr:d. fo::ces for t-here

to be a military coi"rpt clretat, but a seriolrs mistal.re by the govom1aerrt can

facilitate its actu.il occurenceo

The clistinction be'l;:tee:: iili.;t ue call preconciitional a:r.J. instni.mental

condition$ can best be seeir frolt an exarnplc. ii,t sea 1eve1 ancl- uncier nomurl

.Llressure, r'ratcr boils at locldoc. lnvari,lbl;;r, it is il:.c ireating procc.jss

''cirat malies nater boil. lhr-rs bo:Llir:3.is eausa.l\r liit,ecl uij.-t'h iie.Ltin,3, but

boiling a.t 1O0oC occurs oal-,; give;i ccrt.rin preconcii-ti-ons, n:ri.rre1y, nori,reL

pressu-re at sea }eveI. It is ,lii,.e salring th;rt soci.:i o.ccler rr:quires sone

autitority but that 'bjris ar,rthorj-t;r uili irot .bra;rsforn into state poi{er

rlnless the society is d.irricied i:rtr: eLasses to begin lritir. It 1s uigr tjris
observatj.on that TIe coile neares-i; to the na.ture of histori-c;.l conclitioning

of events.

Il',e.dic"ti_ojt-q-$_tl:-e-J:sS's&irl€-

Lret us lead. fro-l our coiicition:l stirteiaent, tGj-ven x, y is to be

expeoted..t This trhole stater,ien-b i-r:: prediction.rnrl Y is'rhe pred.icted

even'b. 3ut tiie st.:tenent :.Iso exiressesi a generarisation; it is arso a
SP e+k'''1 o|

laur I{ence every J-a.lv uaL:es .r. p:.ccliction. f* tre pasi, tire pred.iction

trould be tGirren Xe Y was Lo Lre expected.rt tlre past foria is useful for
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research, Horreverr !{e a.re ,-,rore inte,:eeted. irr usj-nd: historical study as an

aid to pred.iction abor-r.t tL:e frr-tr"r::e.

Soree claiu that ,orccliction is irnpossij:}e l.tecanse notidng is

rleteri:rinerl in histoz:,r, nothing' is iler:fectly foreseeablel e''rc. - the

sane clains for alleging that tirere are no l::.lrs. I
Yet i,iarxists have been ,laking pred.ictioirs ald those pred.ictions t

have been fairly eccurate and. l:.rve had. a good. clegree of confirriation,

For instance, IiIarx prcd.ic-bed. tiurt capitalisir \;ould develop froia a

$jaII-scale enterl:rise slrs'belt 'i:o a large-scale enterprise system, that

tire caltitalist systen rrould. l:ecoue uore arrC nore interi:'rtionai, that the

rror:l<ers? noverirent ',rrould. rlevetof i;rrtl: the developileirt of eapitalisa, that

the class struggle beti:ee'r rrori'ers and capitalists would. not be e:lting'"tished-

und.er capitalism, that s.rrsiteLls d.efined on collli.lon ol'inershi.p l.roufd eroerge

fron the contrad.ictj.or:s of iaoder.: capitalisu as an antithesis to eapitalisp,

that these nerr grsteils nould l;e state sJ/stei:rs and not anarcir:ist coni:runitiesl

that capitalism woul-d con'r,j.:ri1e to rerrolutionj-se productive forces so long

as it Iived.1 that in tire ne:r s-bates to coi,re a i;ui:ii-c sector lvould first

errlerge in .feas of the ccononl/ ';itir large-seale en';erpri6es. Engels

lred.icted. that the nel.,' systen r,rroulci rather eilerge out of an allj.ance of

workers and peasants, ieirin predicted betrieen 1905 and. 1914 that unless

there ?,ras a strong lrorlcing class interren'r;ioir in politics tliere woulo. be

a lprld. r,rar aroong the inperialist porrers. He preclicted. tirat iraperialist

rivalries wou1cl bring more rdars. i{e pred.icted that although tire colonial

peoples lay prostrate and cr.;.rpenred. dumi; tirere i,rould Lre a powerfr"rl national

liberation movement.

:l: 
,

iii
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Ilhen the facist i;iovei.rent sl;.rtei1 Trotslqr and otlier liar;dsts reacL its

character as a species of
.t

s;c lf:ri.e;ie i:.sive r.,ro:ropo1;r e.;1:i talist ;, gi;re ssi on

and. pred.icted. tira"t it lroul'L conrmlse itrr.rrope in r,rar, unless; it ',,ras eom*

batted. early by rcvolrlLionarl. r:rorl;ing cl;iss actj-on. rlven tjre f.l.ct

th.-rt fascism rras connected. rr.Ltlr t.lie ambitions of monopoly capita.l was
A.rt- r F

d.eaied. by non-Ilarxist schola.rs ) 4 vzsvt'J *fE' [tturlcl i'tlc'.r !1 lclv'
.u ; t't', t re,.{ f is .

I myself pred.icted long before it hai:1:ened. tire civil uar in Nigeriae

the fact tirat the civil uar ar:d- r,ii-litary :'ule irould. ci:.rnge nothJ-ng

fundanentally, the d.eath of Fatrice Lrunrmbii ;is soon as he calIecl j-u tire

United. i{ations, tire coLlapse of the lJi<runs. regine so long as it remained.

a regir,re bolsfrered. by h:is personalit;r rather than the ;,"ctuaI organised.

strength of revolutioit.,'',r3. fo::cos, tlre assassina.tion of lturta-La j,lol:.aiamec1

unless certain rad.iciii n.j.rsu.i:c[i rrere takeii in tire arrled forces, tire

oollapse of the secessionis'u ::eriir,re in Jas'i;ern i,ii-geri.a. I prr:d"ic'bed. j-n

a 1965 study the crisis ';jrat lurer no:i eruptecl in lacii:r, and. so forth.
Ihese are exaaples cf prediction about the fut..rre. let us i:ui1cl ulr

a connection with tire past. If lenin pred.icte<l a irarssive ruLtlonaJ

liberation movenent, tiris :-rreriic-bion entailed the comi:lg j-nto e;ristence of
revoLutionalT/ or anti-coloni"rl polltical parties antL uovemr:il.ts. I b entailed

the rise in several countries of ; certain liii:d" of lea.jership. Id-eii.tai1ed.

the fonlation of certair:. k1:rc1s of ideoIory. Sventually it entailed. tjre
energence of a certain kinci of state out of tlre d.isiiitcgration of colorria-
lisn. rt entailed tlr.at all tlresc things l.rouId ernerge j_n vairious

specifie:i-ties through vari.ous processes .,.*rich, thougii veirious, lrould. have

an essentially revolutionary character. It aia not entail that a man cal_ied.

llnand.i Azikiwe, Pand"it lleh-nr or' I{r'rir^"ie J{knxra wou}d. be born; i-b entailed. tha.t
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that leaclers of tids liind. irouli errerg'e out of the population of colonial

countries.

In historic.rl schola.rshi-"L-:, fu61yin3; ,fefined tire basic social co:.:.clitions,
Ll"qn.i ( *e n *.tl l,i 7 *tq f<ric,(t}ieruh.nsifi€1]IoCeSsellrc1thenaturer:ft]recontra-

Utat r wolf*a [t*
d.ictory groulrs nterer:;'us, ,;c Cou-lrj" s;-L-,r Trltil ttould o:' 8ould :ro'c be

expeeted.. Tlris r.rould be a -atiiCe to searchi"ng for fact aird. connection

aJnong IlaE* events.

Anong all social scientj.sbs i'b is I'l;rr;lists irho reall;r have a tool

for historic;rl prediction .rs c'i-is'ulnct fron r-rere historical explan:tion or

analysis. This is -utir;,. ii; is"blt"e;i,-r-!sne tlat Lr.:.ve 1troc1u.ced. slrstematic

]r-istorical prediction5that coine ;-ri}'lrhere near confirmation. 'Ihe liarxist

aicls consist in the nateri.:.1ist or.i-enta.tion j-n histor;, whicir Dilce .r.l.d.

Bazi-J- David.son irave used vit.r striliing effect for explanationrand. il.re

ilethod. of clialectics, lrliich is tne dynani-c iiiethocl par excellence.

lhis is not the place to ex1:ou.nd- 'bhese netliod.s, to arrslrer the :nis-

und.erstandings of then or to shoir ilhe sources of l:heir efficacy. Suffice

it to say that the irrateri;rlist orj-entationrbecause of its role in the

clefinition of the objective and subjective conditions of social action and.

tite d.ialecticel api:roachrbecarise of its enphe,sis on process, its capacity

to pierce through the superfici.rl., ancl, beeaurse it afford.s the abilifii
to grapple rEith contrad.icti-ons .:.ird" assess thr-:ir si-gnifieance for stability-

and change, are blr far the nost potent metliocLs aveilable for evah.rating

the possible types and d.irectio;is of ciiange.

unfortunately, tite r:iaterr.:,tist ap;rroach to history, the historical
niiterialist r.ret;roC associatecl wi'i;h i.t .:.ri'C Lhe cliaiecti-cal irrethocl "tr.e

unl<nor'rn by ur,any, are Cj-sto.rted ,:;,. tl:ose irlbueri rith icleolog"icel prejr-icliee

against their revolutioirary origin and are .f,istorted ;rnd vulgarised even b;,
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mar{/ i'riro accept t}rem a.s va"lj-ci. 'r-bere arc aiso t.rrose vho nod

acceptauce of theseiti)irl-.'oJ.clics.,;i--i;itoui; bein,T atdaf.e that their,,i.r,:tery as
'*b S(y

rcethocls liai<es ri clj.ffc,reiicc:" Si.ii':iice i_t/se tita,r ;,ccepti_iig iLitiieuatics
l'orrnJ L

or/to,llc;s rlseful is irot'bLr.e sa.ilre tiring.:.s iii-,resti-n3 ti-nLc ;1.rd sffor1 j.n
A i"t mc'i

nastering natireriratics anrL/lo3ic. ;lut let rls ,roceed..

Iret".ls iril'rrc;L close:: looL:.1-r,'the nature; of irred.iction itself.

A prerliction could 'bi.',.ile 'biie fo::u of clefinitloir of cond-i'biciis ,litd

lrliat ua;i or malr not l;c ex;.rec"bed., given these coi-lclitiorrrl as constr.l.ints
orqe,1 6s

ancl ceft.rin pi.Ocr-:sl;er; s ;,rr;G ci- cl;an3e.

L,et us i-lliistro- be this. _t,:.t iti.s co;,i:.rc.its o:: ar.rtho:-,i,cJl , lrrecleri-cli

Engels talees ce::-b.;.in a.u'i;ononists or anir.ch:i;sts to t;rsk uho, ili tiieir
hatrecl of class socicty, -L,ir,r.g-i-r:e there fffl* be and c;:ll for, a 1:opular

systei,i lrithout authority. E,iEela. d"cfj-nes au,i;horit;, in generaf .;_acl sirorrs

tha.t modern industr:y' necessai:ilrr inrlies authorit.i, of one jii-r:.c1 or o.bjrer.

Given nod.ern indir.strl- a,c "i;lre ci.ivisio. of iabour necess,:.ri];, associatecl

rritn it, l.,,hat Tdorl:iers can :-icltieve -i s ...iithori_[r o,e a netr ].;iirc].. There ifill-
he'

never berlpred.icts, a popul.:::,soeiety rLitirorr.'c sor,re authorit;i if it isL

expectecl to last a sir:i;le ri;ii,.
/5

Thisla 1l::'edictioi:. tl.r,Lb ':irrcn cj.ivisioit of la"bor-rr, .r societlr .;n-,ciror.rtL-)
authorit;'- can never arcl rrili nevcr cone to be, anc'l, given noclern i1c1-rstrial

clivision of labour, tlre roroceslJ of popu-lar -revo}ition c;:n i:r.orluce an

authori-ty of a l:ind differert froir hourgeoi; authorit3r but ne-ircr a sooiety

irithout autirority.

If tn:j.s is detez:ttiitis;il, tiren :it i-s d.e'Ler:ai,llsn lri'bh overrrhehdng

evi-d.ence behi:rcl. it. Givencertaiu histori-carl conu:Ltions and. a ccrt;.in
jlrocessr ... certai-n prediction, lu.el' as Lhis one ca:r be n.rdc .i.ri-rli l d-eacl_

cerbaint3r.
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Jtgir.in }iarx and En.pjels rLecl.ir,:e tlut tl:e industrial bour,geoisie eis

a class ca:xrot e;-ist ri.i.Llicirt co;ist;-:-rrtljr revoliibio.alsin;;'b1ie forces of

L1{11:_il_o"" Ti:.is rs "i prrriJ,i-ct,Lon'[,r-L given"bh"e,,lscenctai]cl/ of tire i-:idus-

trial bor-irgecisie, ,rc:',i;e'uu:.ri ,,:bsc:icc i.i,[ ciccta.lri]i.r-lr-rij incr,.Lstrj"i.ll inveni;ions

sr-rci:r, .:.s l(eypes r:csl,r.rJ-a'Lci,'i- -i-l; .r::i i,:1;osi]rii-it;.. ili' f11,,,3 i1;-',;;, tlie ex1:erj-ence

,-'fter l,iorld. ll.'r IJ, pror,,cct irro;iia';iie 1936-+5 e;:pectation of i-ie.lrries a:'rd.

1;roveri rilJrt thc 1<'4A it::,di c'bio ' oI i" :: ,-,;rc: ,l,irc Ls.

Pred"rction r:ta.rr be of vct:.:i-or-iir ,i.e 
"r..1',:es of ;;reci.sicrt:. rfl-ien ue say tha'b

;r.t sea levcl ,riril unC-e,r uo,rr,r;.:-1 j)rcssulrel ii.:Lbr;;11 rrj-11 bo-j i "tt lOCtoC, .t'Ie are

l:ein3 very precise. Tire r:,.,,,1e ,;recl-iction cor-ilci iu,lve beeil :,iadc 1:1r s;,".ving

tiril'c 3ivet; tlrr.rse co,,dibic::s ,:i.r.'bc:.r': j.s bouird- to Loil rt ;, tc"rpcratui"c soineirhe.ce

l';et:ieetr 5tloiJ .rird 2OOoC, or: ev.jr: i:i.'t sone -Le:lirer:.,-ture a.l-,ove zero. '.Ilie':se

;r'e lcss precise 1.,.:cci:L ctJ-or:s, i.r,L'b 'LlLe]r ..lrt'.: pr.ci,.ic-i;ionl,,. riioi-riJh v.)ijire, bh.e],

cor":.IC stilt be co_-,firi,tcr-l Ot .,.:r jcC'rcC. ,.rj, allrJroj_r.r_.l.r--be d.,.i;.i.

, .. -.- ...,-'^ .i ,*da jr D../; rn his p::c.i.;ce 'co t."- Ooir|rj-bii-bicrn to i;le 6r'i-ticiile oi'

Political- icanon;,: i

rrAt a cert.in sta.ge of 'bi:ej.r' Ce.reloltnerrby tlrc r&1.-i,eria1 ;roductj-vc:
forces of societ): coi'tc in co:':if}lc-t t:lt,['bite e;dstj-rrg rel"Ltions of
productiol, or, -- lili.,t'l -ic l..r-t'b.., J-ega.J- ijx,lresjsiorL for the salle tiring -
irith the proi:erty re.L.,tio:'i:; i.rj-.Lllii:'uriliclt tilgilli,.ys treen at irori ;

hitherto. i'rom fcr-ts oi rL:uel-o;;uent o{' _l;ro,.-'l-r,rc'Live forces -Lhese

relartions turir i:rto 'L,reir #c b lers. Then" begins .-!n ellocli of social
revolutioir" ifi-t:, blre c1.:.ri3e of Llre econorlio f'ouncta"ti.on tlic entire
imrnense su1;erstru-r:'bi-ire is i,lt:i:e or less i:;igridly tranrforl'red.tl

This passai;e;:r;ii:et a preciction that ir:: ,r,:lci:ioil. c;r'soci;.1- revolution,

'bitere r+i11 be'Lransforroationrriore or less::a;.r:iri -iuciged on an epochal

li-istoricril scalc,of'tire propelt;r l-.,ir-se of societ;'::;.d- tlre state and 1egal

institutions srrstalning thei'1 . l,ie sELi.,' this happen dii:r:ing the trlnglish, I're:ic.J:i,

llolshevii; and al-I rnoderli revolutio::s, t-l.re ;o:::diction i:ostula-tes ;." ciuicl;en:ing

of teupo in post-revolutic:ialy poli.tic;l ins'Litli'Lioinl cirr:nge 1
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but it d.oes not sa;r h.or,r irrucl:i role r:rpid i t ,nilI be i;lu::, a,:"Lptive or non-

::evolutioiiary cira-:ges i'r suc-r j- 'stj-trrtioils. It is yd.g"ri<; blrt.;re c;ri:.

obserYe 1:::e-rerrolution.rrS. and post-relrofirtj-onirr;1 chariges in poli'blc;ll

and 1ei4a1 institations amL sei: if 1t is Lrr-re or ilot. Tiii-s pa.rtj-cr.r1ar
TAof

p::ccLiction iias been confiriteil b.,' .;-il t1.,.-: eve

it rns uacie r,iorc thari. 1Otr ''e.,Lrs d.,:p.

nts/ h,ave liap1,.ened. s:i-rice

at one tir.re it I'r::rs tllcrr-ai-ht tlr;-.'b oni',' .i so:c.rl-l.ed. rleterliin:ietic

pred-iction IrEis precliction. 1,orc.cia;'s, thi.:.:.:r1ii,i to tLre rise of s-batistics

as :'r disoiplinel non-dialec-lj-ci.iiil; cr-lrrl jroti rr.nare that p::obabiilstic

.;_t::ed:r-ctiong are :-lso prcci-i.c'r,i-oiirje c),id tire;.. ,1ru l;1,' itu ric+Jrtii. uf-1c.i-c[:rs

either ;Ls griidcs 'r,o fe;e.,Lrcll o.r :.Ls ..:'uj-cl-es to actj-on.

i"-'in-1I;', pre diction- is ..ro[ ;. s'b...,te,,rei:lt of er1;ect.ltion tii.;. 1

liecesga.ril:,, excluci.es al i;er.'n.- i;irr: ;tossi.ltilities, f n coi:s.iCerii:1; tire

feed.-bacl; role of 'bhe s-b::.-Le or tlle econot,tic piocclss, or, in nio::e 5ener;I

ternis tlte ree-r-rlrocal .rc'i;io:r r:i -iite soc:ia-i- sr-r1;erstmcture of ;o11 Licai ;rncl

1egal institutions on t.re ccono,,ric1rase, Lliigeis lru.ites in.tis letter to

C. ;chririd.t in 1890: irtj:e r:c.lcticn cf t.te s-b;te potrer uilor] ecoiiorlic

clevelopmerlt can 1.le of tlrree i:inrLs: it cau .rill:l i;r tle sJ.'te directio:r,

ancl therr rl.evelctrment is Lrror.'e i',.t,.,'iri.; ii; c.i;i oi-;jiose tl:r.e liire cf clevelop-

lrerrt, iir i'rjrich case noirfli-3-.r-;, it lrili go tu pieces il: the 1on3'mn in

evel5/ gre.rt people; or rt ca;l -)r,"cver:it 'rho econonic dcve}opirenL fron

proeeetliil,; a-Long cert;i.in lj-nes e,rci 1;r:ese::il'ie o'che:: lj-nes.ii

I{ere alterit;tive possil;ilr'i;i-es .r.re pos'bulateir by ir6s prod.ietion.

rii:at is ccrtain is thi,rt beo"rris€: of the ir:Lt'irr;s cf cl:,-ss socic't1r and- the

statr:, thcrc i+i11. al-rrays be .-r,r ini,er*ctir-,;. l-;etr,recr: tlie st:"te anii tite

econonic procc.ss* In other roi:r-i.s, .-r1rsol:;lte laisser:1';iire ;rs :rd.vocatecl
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b]' certaii: liberalsy itr-;,l.rii)g Lii;,.'c -biie sb::Ltu cair ,:;'r-j-st j-n isoj-a-tio:r
ih.{.ap.,r,,(t q7 *'f ic ,frolt econoi:ic devcloir:,rc,.t, :j J ".---i.i-]lrq i,rs a fcrcc .r.l-,ov-r i L/,:-;,d' i.rd:Ljli-e rent

?A

to it, is ii,rpossiltle. !ll: j.:; :-;il;,lictio;r, :1ot 31;ftr ]i <J-l: tlLe possii:1c l.j-ires

of interve;:tion Lc be exr:ecteC but .,rira.t tiie conscii.nerrrce of, each ciiotce is

bou;ro to be ;;,hetlic:r-. ij.tliro-ie _L:l;c,; i"b o:: r:ot.

T-llis J.t*::Licul:;r yrer):rclic,r-': ir...,s i;oeil conf'i.r:Lred h1i tite co'llii].lse of

l.r:Lsser-i'?i-re e::ierii:rei:trr sincc 1B?C rLnrl i:;, .1ri 

" 
historli of evc:r:i state.

Tl,ie firs'L is; eonfiri:,rec1 i:y l;ile ext..,e,:-Le:tce of .i:::!-taLi:r, Jap.rn, tlic Uni'becL

States, etc. d.rrrj-n;,; 'rhe rise of -biiej-:: bol.lrgeois slr,.jtehit;, b;; the socj.,-al-is-L

revo}-rtions anci. b-,. t]re tr.;'t:rom'r.] iii;e::.r.tio;r revolritio::e in varlrin;1 ,icgrees.

The i-ios;'o spoctacu,l.::':: eo:rfi.rlri''bio;.:. lrf 'sliq secoili ;.lreriic'bioir is the histo:_:r cf

Eth:Loirii:r a]ld. 'tirc 1'e1irr1;i-er.lc ri j_,.'be .r-ii'd- elapi::e iit ilie 1.:"st fe:t :),e,Jrs. tlc
uos'c j-rrteresti.ni,; corf.|r.r,tl.t:Lo;:.r.t o:i ine l"ist .,,-r::,,:cl-:i.ct:io;:i in rccent .;,-e.l.rs

a::e Gh;-Ln:1, Chile , f .:,.lolCr,i_. .: .1.. jI.r,;r1rb lij:e.l,e tire r-:.se of t;.ie sta.be i.,r .b:re

struggle be-b,i,,reeit 'r;Lc r;ocia.lj-r;-i; ::o;cl ci-i' clevelol:rlei'L a.nc1 tlic c.ipi.baJ-i-s,s ro.ld-

finds s'Llect;]ctiiar i -t1 as-ir.,,.tio::.

It is not tr-r,ie , 't,ile.:,, 'i;ir.:.-i acc-':r'ate -,:i:eCii-ctrolis c;riir.no-L be iiiai.l.e in
ii,isto:ry. l,ihat ir,'tri.:.e 1.s'i,lr,.i.L.rro];reCictior of ary,, isiirci is possii:l-e unless

o:]e -Dosse'sses a science L.:.'t is;:redictio:.t o:''ien'bed- a-;;1<i i;;icse i,il:tjrod-s cji]tst-r.ce

'ui":e abilitJ, for previsj-oir.

liarl Popper :ln l::s rie.t-l---."i:ead l,rorti, !lr" Oir*r:. bocietj, anrL If,s ,i,.r*nies)1

arg'eed- tha'u .r d-:i-scii-rli;ie is ;ro,; ..i. Fjcj-{rnce if it c;t1ri:io.b in.ij...e tiistal:le
l'$potlieses. lle aiielled that !-,r:-'xistLr wibh []Leir i:istolica.l uetho,1 c;rinot

tnai<e test;.iJle precii-ctl.otl:, ci-e., -i;hou,,;ir. he 3:rlj:itsi thrt the j;.ar:r.i-st .rppioiieh

is, inclt:eCi , ob;cc bi-v.--:. PC'p*rC-it t ;; 'i;C-.S-L:.,L"ili,c1- criteriOi: jjor .blie i1c.be:.iiij_ii.itior.
crof

rLqt
e*ul lion-sc-'iencc i-s J c i;a.-i;a1,r1e; a;1nr; 611i,rr:nt scielrti-s-f ;r 4o :,,1ot
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accept it, forbhere are o.i;herr ri"r-l-:ii1 cr:i'be:r:ii:. f'ui' t'le ..ccd,,);J.lli. 1i-t;r ,rf

hypothe ses rri'cliiit r.jc-Lence .

i'leverthelersr a[, lrc ].:r,.;vo se:enr cveil i,Icre rie to jcccll't f'o?,-'errrr igslca

aLee+1>k+l;i&:Lby c::iteriol::,, i:ris coluu.l'ui.oii 'blr:t t'.c i-,;:c:d"-Lctj-orrs of ,iristoricalL
A l r, s*({

materialj-slr trre untes,;.rl:.i.e :L:; f;rl-r;e. Ii pp,r;,re:r/is not ah"i-e'uo loln'; o'.r.t
/-

.i,']ra."b l.iii:.d. of eviil-encc c<i.'rL,-:e r-',sr=-ci-'i;o'Lest'ih-i-s or" t,il.iI i)l:edic'biotr of

l[a::xists, Lirat is a riif'l'ereilr, ,,ia i;-i;er. ifve:: t.i,:,e b::orii.ics'u j.iistorj-c;,i]-

r:r.:. beri;ilis'i; iryiro i;hesis, n.:,ir.,,r:l-irr tha'u tlte p:L [-berir of social ir:stitutions
'ilr0

i/, "t-,y

,rriIl i;e found" to corresponci i-i: geireral to/cJ'rr,,racter of the,:ra'berial b.'-,se is

test.Lble. rf this p:roposii;ion i.le::e lot irro::-il1;,i ''u::ue, ,,re r.,lould. find-

c;rpj.t.,Llist insbltutions sltclJl iis tne; $oint 6tocl; O,cir.p.ri5. or lairs on -Lire

tra..ie circle among i:ririi-'i;ive h,,rn-Leis .

.:.s'.ie lta.re seelt, Trc al.irr.,-,coc'l- claritl, 6tr.,u']i::.t a p-re..lictio:r is stipposed

o:.' not [Jup1)osed- to l;e , for "i;]i..-i c1.L.i:it';," decj-i..'*H lJhtt i;:ini] of el.-i.i.ience ,;ie

i' '*:-- 1oo1;',lfo:: ju,igi::; it,s trr.Liii cl.n1;e::t.
,,.

C_o_1.u-r-u-:.-.o*1

Ecl.ecticisr:r ii.,i.tit't.ot ie.-ii,'" 'to -; r-r...:11ici;-Lolr .;irii rrc vi.'ba.11;" :recd. .Lrrei1i..cti.o:a.

It is not t::ue tir;"t itir.ltol'-,ci:.i,:lllr-)'b,-,c rl.icie,-i iic.l-,jrrc(.r, tirat si-;rii:c hisi;oric;-L

eveilts ;ire ifr ar. rJc-,se t- li,..i'.,_,, t'-o ].r:i or .leiter.t,l,is.;'uion iS ;oossible in

liistor;r, for uli-qi-,.etre s-1 :i.;: :rot l-i-r:iitecL to Lri.stc;::icr.il evefitr.-:. lrre -ir-ave ,see..,

tli.- Lt ia-rr itself ir:rsr bee-r j,r.:orr .iisLinrrerstood. r-b :-* #!****" v"-rij-ir., for

instr:ttce, to regi:r'cl tls 1,-...r u.,'?#u\,, tl." o;,J-;r 1:ocsi.blc.ir.iri,-j. of 1;,.r.r.

I6.i,;s -vs31, in sco;:e, ,3e&erelity .,,,1,1 s'Lrictness.

It i" not true th;t t.he;e can:roL he valid,rrredi-ot:lons irr histor;,-.

i have trlca in tiris.:.r.drei;l to do ujr sr,71 thrn-1;ing. lih.lt i ir:.ve oi'fcr:cii

jr.erc a:'e nlr oi'In conclusions l::;:j-verL ;lt tjiroLlg'.lL year.rg of itcqrr..iiittance ,,;:j-'i;h
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hi"stor-w, lritir the

the riretl:rodoloi*" ;rnd philo

scientifj-c methodolo,'y, ald'

clisci.plines.

r;cj.:ir.cls, lii-bh :.,r:ieucl i-::. ;;e.lc;:"t1., ir:-th

"".jci-tnce, iri'b,,. v.,i.i'.1-cr:.s sc.loclr,, tli r-;oc:i*-l-.

c()itt,i:c)ririrsie; -i;..:,.t"'i; go oit i,t l;lri:l;c

$
I hc;;e t[.,1t t].rc ne,t :oc.i.'.-''L;' will give iis i,ter. 'u,{ro iril-} be ,locrcl

sohol.Lr,.::l,n -bhe -.Ll.ir of ie.ir,:i-i:i.;.r iOt frOrr ot].1,::rl'i:ub rr]lo iril1 i:'1so be

,3ood. lthilosophers in bl:e ',i,:,, Of ciOi:rg tlleir or:,i-r r;::ir:l;i;ii. .,!s 1,1.r.ttell
,rr olt*

s'b':ncl, I cl,-r::e sil;; th.a.t 'i;irc .irori-' of s;c.licl.rrs fjror.i irihicir Africa:rr:; st'L'rcl/to

Lcarr' if rre .rritnt a reall;r po-i,cll-t soci.Li sc,i-elce or' ,1-ceili-c'b-i-vu capa-"iti ."

+1,^ l -.-^-.i -+.,qtlq r.;r 4f , uD a

U.t-iver:ity of C-:l.:',;r,

Iebruarj.rr 1978.
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