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POLITICAL PARTIES AND A REVOLUTIONARY POLITICAL PARTY1

By Eskor Toyo

We shall use the opoorcunlty afforded by this seminar to
enter into a more or less eXtended discussion of the current
crisis in the Imoudu-~led faction of the People S Redemptlon
Party. We shall refer to this sxmply as 'the second PRP crlsis'
or 'the second crisis's In doing so, we shall be concerned only
with the prlnc1ples and policies 1nvolved and not the personall—
ties° It seems to us much more fruitful to do this than to enter
into ankabstract dlqulSltlon on political parties and a revolu—
tlonary political b artye

The discussion shvll be taken in three parts. First, we
shall discuss the baszs of political parties and revolutionary
polltlcallpartles in the present epoch of world hlstory and in
Nigeria and seek an identity among parties for the People's
Redémption Party as it has been conceived up to 1982°

Seéondiy; we'shall discuss the second crises in the PRP,
showing in much greater depth than has been done so far what
is involved., Thirdly, we shall identify the solution to the
cfisis that is‘é genuine revolutionary solution,.

‘Let it be stated from the start that we do not consider

either a simplistic "Let us join PPP' or a simplistic 'let us

retain PRP' opinion as offering a genuine revolutionary solution.

——

Paper presented at the seminar on Political Repression and
Assassination: A Tribute to the Late Dr. Bala Mohammed, Bagauda
Lake Hotel, Kano, September 2, 3, 4, 1982,
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Very often when there is a seemingly irresoluble crisis of opinion

with some aspect of the truth on both sides, the simplistic

dogmatisation of 'the truth’ on either side is metaphysicse

A'éenﬁine'solutibn to the diiemma lies in a dialecticai leap.
Thisrréquires a.manyﬂSided and serious theoretical—pracﬁical
examination., It is ndt a‘questibn of what the majority accepts
but one of where the core of the whole truth lies, for the majo-
rity can be and often églmisbaken; We shall be particularly
careful of the poisonous enthusiasm and flattery of opportuhists°
On the final count their partisan 'fife' burns for the class enemy.,
Bala Mohammed was a theoreﬁician of the People's Redemption
Party,"ﬁhe Chairman of Ehe Research Buréau of that party, a
higﬁly gifted revolﬁtion intellectual in general, as weil as a
revolutionary activist within the ranks of thevPRP. He paid
the supreme price. Nothing can beva greatér betrayal of his
efforts than merely to dissolve the party for which he fogght
and died without a genﬁine revolutionary substitute. No forum
can be better than tﬁis bne for discussing in depth the issue
of life and death facing his party, the PRP. And to do honour

to his revolutionary integrity, the discussion must be free of

all hypocrisve



PART I

POLITICAL PARTIES AND THE PRP

Political Parties in the Present Epoch

A political party is'an association of like minds who agree
on the purposes for which state power should be used., A political
party is much more than an agreement of like minds. Its concern
is the use of state power. Therefore, a political party is a
characteristic of states; it is a phenomenon of the epoch oF,,
the state in human history. Political parties do not exist in
statelessﬁsocietiesq

A state arises out of the contradictions and contests for
power associated with the classvepoch° It exists, therefore,
only in the epoch of class formations. The state isy, in fact,
the organised machinery of coercion and discipline for imposing
the will of one class or alliance of classes on the other classes
of society. The coercive instruments of state power - armed forces,
administration, police,,prisons and law courts - serve this purpose.

The Ccharacter of the major disagreements giving rise to
confli;ts and therofore_the‘characte: of the state and of party
formations in it depends on the character of the socio=-economic
‘epoche

Strictly speaking, a political party as distinct from a
movement or faction under a leadership, that is, a party as an

organised and stable group of people with a definite membership,
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a program and a constitution,; is a phenomenon of the modern
epoch.

The modern epoch is divided into three periodss: tge rise
and aécendéncy of capitalism (1660 - 1880), the rise and
‘ascendancy of capitalist imperialism (1880 - 1917), and the
veﬁbch‘bf:transition 5 socialism and national liberation revolu=-
tions WHiCh started with the Bolshevik revolution in 1917 and
the liberation movements in China, India, etc. after the First
Impérialist World War (1914 - 1918)0 ‘The period after the
Second World War (1939 ~ 1945) has witnessed breath=taking broa-
3ehing:and deepening of the socialist and national liberation
revolutions,: These revolutions lead either to the establish~
ment of socialist states or to imdustriélly undefdeveloped states
with a mixed econoFy facing either a capitalist direction as in
Nigeria or a socialist direction as in Tanzania.

' Thus the period from about 1600 to the present day is the
‘boufgeoié epoch ih:khe sense that all pdlitical and economié
movements in this epoch'have‘sought to create, constraih, pre=
serve or destroy'bourgeois, that is, capitalist soéietyel

ACorféSpondinq to the nature of the bourgeois epoch, we
find fundamentally four kinds of party. First we find parfiés
representing‘primafily'the interests of the traditiOnai elite
whose pgwer lies in the control of land and peasant labour and

who resist the conquest of their world by urban, bourgébis“aﬁa
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populist influences associated with the development of capitalisme.
SeCOndly, we find bburgebisbparties representing primarily the
interests of Caplr lists or people aspiring to be capitalists,
Thirdly, we find‘proletérian parties that seek the abolition

of all exploitatian9 which means in effect the abolition of
feudalism and cabitalism and the creation of a popular democracy
based on Docldl or private non-exploitative ownership of the
means of production and exchange. Lastly we often find a petty-
bourgeois party - a party of small owners,; peasants, handicrafts—
men and lower=level pfofessionals - thgt vacillates between a
bourgeois ahd aigroletarian outlook,

Since the current.epoch is one of revolt against colonialism,
however, we also have in this epoch in colonial countries poli-
tical parties embfaéing, various indigeneous social groups, that
are anti-colonial in outlook. After the granting of formal
indepéndence.to a colony, however, political parties reflecting
traditional aristocratic patrlarchal capitaiist, petty=-bourgeoils
and oroletarlan oucloo S emerge in these former colonial countries.
These parties have different attitudes to the continuation of
imperialist domination which now assumes the form of neo-
colonialism.

In its attitude to social change, a political party may be
conservatlve, reformlst or r@voluti_onaryo These attitudes are
'developed around prlncipal questions of social change.in a given

epoch or society,
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The'peridd after tﬁe Second World War as we:havé oﬁserved
is one of socialist and national liberation revolutions, Po;in
tical parties are conéervative,:reformist or revolutionary
according to their attitude to these two processes; The
socialist revolution seecks a fundamental change from one existing
form or other of exploitative Society to an explqitation-free
society. The national libératicn revolution seeks complete
freedom for all the peoples inhabiﬁing the earth.

In greater detall, the socialists seek
{a) 1liberation of colonial countries from coléﬁial rule,

(b) emancipation of countries from neo=colonialism,

(c) unshackling of all races from raciél oppression,

‘(d) wresting of exploited and oppfessed classed from exploita-
tion and oppr=ssion, |

(e) freedom of human societyvfrom ignorance, obscﬁraAtism and
backwardness,

(£) déliverance of mankind ffom‘anti—human practices,

(g) liberation of women from theiexploitation and oppression
arising from male chauviniém°

Political parties are éonservative to the extent that they

seek to preserve the traditional, capitalist, semi-capitalist
or ‘imperialist social status quo against any or all of these
forms  of liberatioh'soUght by the socialist and national libera=-

tion revolutions. They are reformist to the extent that they
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seekvcertéin‘reforms in the existing pre-socialist society that
stop short of soclalism or certain reforms in the colonial or
neo-colonial situation that stop short of complete liberation
from imperialisrﬁc In our epoch, political parties are genuinely
revolutionary onlg if they seek thethOrough—goihg liberation
of the peoples and masses of the world or any part thereof along
the foregoing ineso

It follows ﬁhat in the contempofafy epoch only socialist
partiesyrsocialist~inclined parties and national liberation

parties opposed not only to colonialism but to neo~colonialism

can be genuinely revolutionary.

Political Parties in Nigeria

In Nigeriay of the six political parties so far legally
registered, only tne People's Redemption Party turns towards
socialisma

The National Party 'of Nigeria, the party running the
federal gevernment, is an opportunistic ganging up of traditiona=
lists anxious to preserve the last remnants of feudalistic
traditionalism on the one hand and ambitious bourgeols elements
brought together by a common desire to grow rich or richer from
a share in the Federal revenue on the other, :

'Of the other parties, the Qnity Party of Nigeria, the
Nigerian People's Party, the Great Nigerién People's Pa;ty and

the Nigerian Advance Party are actually one party. The principal



factor keeping the UPN, NPP and GNPP apart is ethnicity. The
"UPN and the NPP rebresent respectively the conflicting interests
of the rival Yoruba and lbo bourgeois elites. In the GNPP we
witness one forﬁ of the traditional Kanuri repudiation éf the
hegemonicipre eﬁtions of the ruling class among the Fulani.

In the Separafeﬂesé:gf the two main bourgeois parties opposed
té the NPN, namely, the UPN and the NPP, there operates a second
divisive factorj personality. Chief Obafemi Awolowo, leader of
the UPN, and Dro Nnamdi Azikiwe, leader of the NPP, differ in
theilr personalities and political styles. ééth are ambitious and
have been rivals for national leadership for over thirty years,

The Nigerian Advance Party is an effort by one of the
so-called 'younger politicians® to exploit in the interest
of capitalism the mass resentment to capitalist rule that became
intense already in the First Republic (1960 - 1966) and that
thirteen years of military rule and three years of post-military
government have done nothing to attenuate. As usual in bourgeois
circles, this attempt to exploit mass resentment for political
opposition is being done by focussing on so-called 'misdirection
of the nation' or 'miéfule', which, in the case ofﬂNigéria,
consists of tribalism, corruption, inefficiency, indiscipline,
'absence of a sense of direction', 'planlessness', or ‘Indifference
to the masses' - for instance, to poverty and unemployment.

In other words, the leaders of the Nigerian Advance Party

are trying to take over Young Turk bourgeois populism in Nigeria



from where Dr. Chike Obi left it off in thé First Republic
(1960 = 6§) or where the military left it off in their thirteene
year interregnum (1966 -~ 1979),

L. 18 also said that the NAP is simply a ruse by the invisi-
ble masters of the NPN to split the votes of the UPN, the most
formidable of the bourgeois parties opposed to the NPN. Such
a view of the NAP can exist at all only because of the absence
of any ideological or basic policy differences between the NAP
and the UPN or, for that matter, between the NAP and the other

bourgeois opposition parties.

jﬁﬂ“‘ Revolutionary Programme and the PRP

In any country today a genuine revolutionary program, as
we have observed, must aim at those liberation goals listed in
an earlier section of this paper: liberation from colonial rule,
from neocolonialism, from class exploitation, etc.

A party is essentially socialist if it aims at a new demo-
cracy based on the abolition of all exploitation of man by man
through the social or non-privileged ownership of the means of
production and distribution.

Such social ownership permits the transformation of pro=-
duction relations, that is, the abolition of master and servant
relationships in the economic sphere. Such democratisation and
‘humanisation of the economic sphere makes possible the geﬁuine

democratisation and humanisation of other spheres of social life,.
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Yet a parﬁy is not genuinely revolutionary merely because
it has the liberation goals ligted by us or is socialist-oriented.
To ‘be genuinely = or realistically - revolutionary, a party
must aim at an alteration of the basis of power. It must
aim at “the transfer of political power from exploiters to the
exploited. It must aim at the destruction of the state apparatus
of the feudalists, the colonialists, the neo-colonialists.or the
bourgeoisie as a whole and the creation of a new state apparatus
to serve the revolution. In the case of a socialist revolution,
the state apparatus of khe bourgeoisie mustvbe destroyed and a
new state must be created which organises the new democracy and
the transition to socilalisme

A set of liberation goals and awareness of the need for
new political power and an entirely new type of state to serve
these goals make up the two elements of a genuinely revolutionary
program,

If we examine the program documents of the People's
Redemption Party, we find that the outlook of this party is genuine-
ly revolutionarvye

As to the goals, the General Programme of the PRP observes:
"Out of the wombs of the old order, a new and more humane social
order is about to he born.™ The party is the midwife of this
new order,

What is the character of the existing order from which

an ‘'awakening people! opposed to this order must be liberated?



- 11 -

The basic facts of contemporary Nigerian life," says the General

Programme, are

1l "Political sovereignty operated by a small elitist well-ﬁo-
do and consumer-oriented class, on the basis of an alien
socio=political cultureé

2o "Economic dependence and under-developments

3, Technological backwardness whiach provides the anchor to a
captive amdjdependent economys

4, "Cultural subordination and retardatidn;

5. "Elite rule whose modus opefandi is nepotism and the appeal

to ethnic, religious and regiondl sectionalism."

In diametrical opposition_ﬁo this order, the PRP aims at
Mfull national'liberation, national cohesion, true democracy,
development, and social justice.

On nationai liberation, the General Programme declares:
"This proéess strives to complement Nigeria's political indepen-
denée with economic, technological and cultural independence,™
The programme explains that "the enemy of our national indepen-
dence has been, and remains, western imperialism which .now takes
‘the form of neo—colonialismo"‘ The programme then declares: "It
is through cénscious and systematic struggle against neo-colo-
nialism that we can hope to achieve full independence for our
motherland. In order toibuild an‘independent, balanced, self=-

sustained, and people-oriented national economy, there is the
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need to eliminate foreign dominénée in the economy occee'

On national unity and harmony, the General Programme notes
that civil commotion and a painful civil war hawe characterised
_Nigeria's 1life. ‘It is true that in the midst of all this we
have managed to maintain territorial integrity. "However,
this territorial unity has to be reinforced with political,
economic and cultural unity; This can be realised only if
"under the:Nigerian state Cé‘Niqerian citizen) enjoys liberty,
equality of opportunities, freedom from want and a chance to

realise the best that is in him."

e
A

" Needless to say that this is a far cry from the existing
situation,.
On democracy, the program observes: "Elite rule has been the

root cause of our pedple's disenchantment with our politicses
Oh paper, government policies have been meant for the massese
Inrpractice these have served vested interests. "It then
préclaims: “¥f politics is to work out to the good of the people
political power has to be in the hands of the people themselves.™

| On development, the General Programme notess: "Our country
is still underdevelopeds™ It then asserts: "It has to be rapidly
developed"and fully modernised." .In other words the country
must be rapidly liherated from economic backwafdnessa Howéver,
deﬁelopment may be associated with the growth of new injustices.

The programme is aware of this and comes to grips with ite.
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On social justice, it says: "But development has to be in
the coatext of sbcialljustice, if painful social upheavals
are to be avoidedo”. It opines: "Social justice demands that
development should be Spread out evenly throughout the country;
thét the production of wealth should not be accompanied by
exploitation or by sweated labour; that the distribution of
wealth should guarantee a minimum living income for every
citizen.

To ensure this the programmeipropsses among other things
the public ownership of ﬁineréls, forests, water and enerqy
regources and the public(ownership and operation of key sectors
of the econdmy, specifically finance and banking, insufance, oil,
import/export, capital goods industries."

It propdses to fget rid of production relations based on
exploitation.™

The.foregoing review shows that the programme of the PRP
is revolutionéry as to the aims of the party.

Concerning the question of power, the programme is definite,

It calls for E@Qpleig?powé;'as against elite power. It says:
"People's political power has to be organised effectively. It
reguires a set‘of institutions appropriate to it. It simply
éannot make use of the existing state apparatus created_by
erstwhile ruling elites. Hence peoples power needs a new State —

the organs of power (civil service, military, police, judiciary,
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executive, legislature) have to be so organised as to reflect
the will of the people at all levels and at all times."

Thus on the second question, the question of power, the
PRP shows itself to be unequivocally revolutionary.

We do not mean to imply by this review that there is nothing
"that can be criticised from the revolutionary or socialist
Standpbint in the PRP programme, .For one thing its definition
of 'the people' is faulty for Nigeria and comparable countries.
The programme gives the impression that by t'the people' it
means what is popularly called ‘the common people'. But then
it defines 'the people' as the "workers, peasants, fishermen,
craftsmen, youths, traders, small businessmen, self-employed
persons, as well as professionals, academicians, big businessmen,
and tradition31 ru1ers with a social conscience."

One ought to distinguish clearly between 'the people' and
their allies from ruling classes. Professionals,‘aCademicians,
big businessmen and traditional rulers may belong to the latter
categorye.

A second criticism may be proffered. Social justice is a
‘value in itself. It is hot desired merely to end social strife,
although it is’desirable for this purpose as well.

Yet a third criticism can be advanced. The General Programme
says: "There is the need to vest control of the commanding heights

of the national eéonomy in the State while preserving and
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encouraging bona fide Nigerian private enterprise." From the
point of view of a development towards socialism, this preser-
vation and encouragemnent of private enterprise 1is only valid if
it is made clear that it is a transitional measure aimed at
developing the economy as rapidly as possible and at making sure
that in the transition to a new soclal order the state takes over
only what is at a given stage important and what it can manage
efficiently.

From the point of view of a socialist revolutionary critique,

i
-
o

the formulation of t foregoing point in the program document,

Your Golden Key to a Bricht Future is more reassuring. Here it

.

is said thét one of the ways by which the state will finance

its development programme is "encouragement of private enterprise
with productior relations that‘are free from exploitation, e.go
personal family and co-operative enterprises."

In answer to confused ultra-leftism and infantile idiocy,
however, it:ought to Ee pointed out that in a people's demo=-
gratlic statevtransitional to socialism, even foreign pfivate'
investment caﬁ be encdﬁraged and protected in specific cases for
developmental purposéso Lspecially for undérdeveloped counteies,
there is no question of abolishing all exploitative relations over-
nighte.

It ought to be pointed out also that not all private enter=-
.p;ise is éxploitatiVeO; A collective farm in the Soviet Union is a
'‘private enterpriset, but>it ié not exploitative private enter—

prises



Since the PRP program sets forth the ultimate aim of a new
social order based on production relations that are free of
exploitation, it follows that any measure of development which
tolerates exploitative production relations can only be
transitional and is not part and parcel of the final end product

gt the revolutione.

THE SECOND CRISIS IN THE PRP

o A

Second Crisis

The first crisis in the PRP came soon after the 1979 elec-
tion‘over the question of whether or not the party should enter
into:én alliance with the NPN for a 'national government' and .
for the running of the Kaduné’8£a£e government. In Kaduna State
the PRP had won tne governoréhip but the NPN had won the majority
in the state legislature.

In our opinion, it was not proper to make this alliance if
only because the first duty of a revolufionary party that has
just come intQ existence is to establish in practice its revolu-
tionary credibility beyond every shadow of doubt. It was necessary
to show ih'practice what the PRP would do in office and it was
necessary to defy the NPN.

It is not surprising that over this question the party got
split with Aminu Kano and Samuel Ikoku on the one hand, who
advocated alliance with the NPN, and Michael Imoudu, Abdulkadir

Balarebe Mussa, Mohammed Abubakar Rimi, Una Akpan and the vast



- 17 -

majority of the party on the other, who wereagainst such an
alliance. .

The end result of this split is that the overWhelmihg majority
of the pérty membership and of the representatives of the party
in the various legislatures fallied round Imoudu and cénstitﬁted
the Imoudu faction. Members of this faction run the PRP govern=—
ment in Kano and Kaduﬁa States. Thése two states are strong bases
of the party because of thése governments and partly because of
the large mass following which the PRP enjoys in these states.

Because the Federal Electoral Commission does not recognise
the Imoudu faction as the legal PRP for election purpoées the
party is thrown into a quéndryo It has to seek an election
plat form.

Thfee'sdlutiong have been proposed to this problem. The
first/is to keep the faction intact and enfer into an election
alliance with one or more of the already registered opposition
parties: the UPN; the NPP, the GNPP and the NAP. In that case
.members of the PRP would sit as UPN, etc. members in the. B
legiélatureg

The second solution is to merge the Imoudu factionrof the
PRP, the NPP and the GNPP into é néw party called the Progressive
Peoples Party (PPP) with a programhe”not different from that
of the NPP. |

The third solution is for the Imoudu faction to change its

name and apply for legal registration as a political‘party for



R |- -
election purposese.

There'aré éroblems with the first choice. Firét, the
identity of the PRP would be lost in the legislatures and in
governméﬁto Seéondly, the‘bourgeois parties could ditch the
PRP at the eleventh hour leaving no choice to its members who
wishrto‘contestbelections except simply to join the UPNy thei
NPP or the GNPP. o

Some members of the PRP have opted for the second optione
It is only now (August, 1982) that the third option is being
'éeriously consideréd by some members of the partyve
| ' The first and third options are not interesting for the
purpose of this discussion,'since they would preserve the identity
of the PRP itself, legally recognised or not, as a‘revolutionary
party. After all, some revolutionary parties have remained
underground for’decades, meaning that they could not even
operaté in the.open let alone contest elections.

It is the second option that is interesting becauée it
calls for the informal dissolution of the PRP without'offéring

any revolutionary organ to replace ite

The PPP and the PRP

It is not swrprising that the advocacy of the PPP among

some leading PRP members of the Imoudu faction has brought about

a deep spilt in that faction.
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The>PPP is a boﬁrgeqis party pure and simple. It is not
right tdvclaim as End Edet Traore does that the program of ﬁhe
PPP and that of the PRP are substantially the same.
ih its conskitution, the_PPP says it aims at 'an egalitarian

society'. This is the only phrase by which it addresses itgelf

to the socilal question., However, the Second National Develop~-

.ment Plan, 1972 - i@, of the bourgeois military regime also

aihed at 'an egalitarian soeiety's, Chief Festus Okotie~Eboh,

a Minister of Finance in the First Republic and one of the
léading éapitalists in the courtry, launchéd one of hié budgets
by saying it aimed at 'an egalitarian society's The bourgeois
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigéria advocates unity,
equalitylaﬁd Justice,; meaning by 'equality' the bdurgeois concept

I

o

iof 'equality before t law's In fact, in Nigeria it has become
very:fashionable in bourgeois circies to speak of the need for
an egalitarian society.

It is not surprising that the programme Qf the PRP never
once spoke of the need for an 'egalitarian society'. What the
programme of the PRP advocates is cléar and definite. It seeks
‘the complete abolition of imperialist exploitation, the public
ownership of the major means of production and the transformatian

of production relations in such a way as to create a new social

order, based on the power of the people themselves, where all

exploitation is abolished.



There is absolutely né.meeﬁing ground between the above
concreﬁély formulated objectives and the vague and dishonest
talk about an fegalitarian society? One may ask; If the
difference between the PRP programme and that of the PPP is
TEar toovflimsy” to bother about why did not the pioneers of the
RPP 51mp1y take over the program of the PRP?

" Eno Edet Traore also ciéims that‘the PRP is not a revolu-
tionary party because "the word socialiéﬁ was carefully a?oided
éver?&here in the programme." SHe holds, further, that the
programme of the PRP is not revolutionary because" it said little
about concrote steps 1t would take to achieve socialism,

First of a1}, a programme is not socialist simply because
it proclaims itself sociali;to Chief Awolowo proclaims the UPN
a sociélist party and yet i£ is thoroughly bourgeois. Secondly,
a progfaﬁme that is socialist does not need to proclaim itself
socialist. The tendency these days is to formulate programmes
concretely. Socialism is nothing but a new democratic order
based onvthé social ownership of at least the major means of
pfoduéfion and the creation of exploitation-free production
relagiansc Either Eno Edet and others like hgrself do not know
that tnls formulation in the PRP programme means the same thing
as soc1allsm or she is merely trying to discredit the PRP for
a purpose, | |

Aboﬁt'fhé'cbncrete steps to be taken‘toArééiise the néw

soclal order, the PRP programme says much. A number of 'concrete
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steps' are to be taken. Impefialist control. of the economy is

to be terminated. The 'comménding heights' of the economy are

to be taken over by the state. A new state - a people'’s state =
is to be creatéd quite different from the state envisagéd by the
'bourgeoiscNigéfian Constitution whose 'enshrined' clauses are

the 1ast>Word for ﬁhe PPP. Production relations aré tblbe trans-—
formed. »Ali uneamed income 1s to be expropriated. The»distri—
bution of wealth will be made to guarantee a minimum living
income for all citizens. There are a host of other concrete
steps mentioned in the prograﬁmeo They are as detailed'aé is

possible in a general programmes,

Election Platform and Revolutionary Party
It was not and is not wrong fér PRP politicians to seek an
elactioﬁ platiorm in any liberal bourgeois formation. What 1is
wrong for é revolutionary to do is to disband aﬁd jump onto a
non-revolutionary election platform without providing for the

organised continuity in one form or other of the revolutionary

partye.

From the point of view of revolutién9 the mistake of the
advocates of the PPP was to céme up with a formation which
liguidated the programme of the PRP without suggestihg at the
game time how the PRP as a revolutionary mass organisation was'to
be preserved‘or even improved. ‘By so acting they ggve the

impression that they were interested not in changing the status
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- quo and in building an organisation for this purpose but in
winning elections and participating in administering the status
quo.

It now seems that some members of the PRP intended it to be
airevolutionary party whereas others intended it to be a 'none-
tribal or "Northern!'! substitute for the NPP or the UPN.

If it is not revolutionary simply to dissolve the PRP and
opt for a liberal bourgeois formation; neither is it at this
stage revolutionary to retain the PRP as it is. ‘Even if the.
Imoudu faction of the PRP is at last legally recognised, that
will not make it a better party than it was.

As we haye seen the outlook of the PRP was revolutionary,
as seen throﬁg% its progrémme, bdt‘it was not organisevar
equipped as 2 reyolutionary party. This leads us to what is to
be done to arrive at a thoroughly revolutionary party, assuming

that to be desdirable.

PART TIII

WHAT IS _TO BE DONE?

Roads to Revolutionary Victory

All revolutionaries do and must recognise that winning an
election is not the only way of coming to power. After all,
within Nigerian experience the armed forces came to power and

ruled for thirteen years without contesting or winning any election,

There are at least five ways in the history of the contemporary
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period by -which a revolutionary party or group has come to
power.

loe It may do so by an armed insurrection as in Russia in
1917, Eastern Europe at the end of the Second World War, Cuba
and Nicaragua.

.2s It may do so by assuming the leadership of and radica-
lising an anti-colonial armed revolution as in Vietnam, North
Korea, Angola or Mozambique.

3. It may do so by a military coup d'etat staged by revolu-
tionary elements in the established armed forces as in Afganigtan,
Etheopia, Benin or Rawlings' Ghana.

4. It may do so through victory in a referendum as in the
case of Guinea,

S5 It r.ay do so through victory in an election as in the
case of the Convention Peoples' Party in Ghana and in the
experiences of Gyana, Chile, Kerala, Zimbabwe.

It is noteworthy, however, that in the case of election
victories, ‘the revolutionary government has remained in power
up to the time of writing (August 1982) only in the case of
Zimbabwe, where the¢ election followed an armed struggle already
successfully waged by the revolution. Therefore this case is not
a true 'peaceful election' case.

The verdict of history is at no yevolutionary party or

group has so far won power and held it throuqh election alone,
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In this connection it is pertinent to observe that coming
into power is not the same thing as retaining power. Although
it is often presumed that the first implies the second, the
inference 1s wrong. It is the inability to see the difference
between the two that leads to many errors of anarchists and
Trotskyists whose theories give pride of place to revolutionary
enthusiasm and factionalism, regarding bourgeois competition,
non-centralism and indiscipline as 'freedom'., Without a cen-
‘tralised and highly disciplined party organisation, the revolu-—

tionary mass will never be able to hold power after winning, say,

in a popular uprisinge.

Registration of a Revolutionary Party

In Nigeria there is a further lesson to learn from the
experience of the PRP. At the moment the Federal Electoral
Commission (FEDECO) decides who are the legally recognised
leaders of a party. In the event of a split, FEDECO does not
conduct a referendum or adopt any democratic method to ascertain
the views of the party. It simply prenounces recognition
of the faction which it prefers or the faction headed by the
man wbose.name has been registered with it as the President,
even 1f this man has only a.small minority with him.

Under the existing condition, that is, so long as no law
exists to guarantee that the 1eaders of a party will be none
other than those who enjoy a majority in it, a revolutionary

party cannot trust itself to the parliamentary process.
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There are thus three reasons why a proletarian revolutionary
party should be basically.a non-election partye.

The first is that as an election party pure and simple,
it would be acting entirely within rules defined by the ruling
class. It would then be committing suicide in revolutionary
termse

The second is that in underdeveloped countries, there is a
‘pronounced tendency to arbitrariness and é{jthoritariénism° The
ruling class in these countries is subject to imperialist dic-
tation. The respect for democracy in them is tenuous. |

The third is that in Nigeria, FEDECO can intervene to
frustrate the development of a revolutionary leadership or
policy.

The only way of freeing the revolutionary forces from these
constraints is to build a party whose thinking, organisatidn
~and functioning are not focussed on electionsge

If the revolutionary party is not registered,ithen it should
regard itself as an organised association of the people with
friends or secret members in other parties and fight for recogni-
tion in a revolutionary way. Even a military regime has been
forced by the people to agbandon power. In the Western Region
of Nigeria from October 1965 to January 1866, Eﬁief S. L. Akintola's
government was the legal government, but it could not rulé.

To the extent that the PRP was ehtirely election éfiented

and remained so it was not in practice a revolutionary party.
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From PRP to Revolutionary Party

The real revolutionary solution to the second PRP crisis,

then, is for those who wish to do so to develop a truly revolu-

tionary party.

A revolutionary party is not completely that by merely

having a revolutionary programme and revolutionary personnel.

Such would be simply a mass movement. A serious revolutionary

party must

(a)
(b)
(c)

(a)

(e)
(f)

be a mass movement,

have a disciplined"ggheral staff’,

have a party apparatus, inciuding party sources of funds
that are independentof individual god-fathers or financial
patrons,

possess a clear reVolutionary identity = 1t must be
independent ‘of, even if it associates for certain purposes
with, politiddl formations with non-revolutionary goals,
be equipped for various forms of politicél struggle;

have a dependable and effective Qnderground organisation
so that its continued existence and activity in all circume
stances can be guafanteedo

The Peopie's Redemption Party was simply not a party of this

kind. If any.fraction of it is to become a t}uly revolutionary

party ghere is a long way to go to transform it into one.



Ve 2T

From PRP to a Proletarian Party

A proletarian party is simply a party dedicated to the
interests of the poor, So understood, the PRP wa® proletarian
party,v Such 'a party need not be revolutionary. For instance,
existing trade unions in Nigeria are proletarian organisations,
yet are not revolutionary. If they came together to form a
workers' party whosc purpose would be to ask politically for
limited reforms within the status quo, such a party would be
proletarian without being revolutionary.

However, no modcrn political party aiming at a new social

prder,‘that is, a nonacapitaiist industrial order, can succeed
in bfinging about such an order without becoming a modern prolee
‘tarian revolutionary party; The significance of this statement
is that only two classes characterise modern or industrial societys
the capitalist class and the working class. In modern society,
the capitalists are the exploiters and the wagé workers the
exploited. Therefore to fight consistently for its goals and to
achieve: them, a.political party that seecks an exploitation-~free
social order must become proletarian in the hodern senset it
must rally the class of wage workers for revolutionary struggle.
All other classes, such as the peasants and the artisans
that are also exploited and discriminated against by the existe
ing capitalistic neo=~colonial:order can liberate themselves from

this exploitation and discrimination only if they form a revolu-
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tionary alliance witb ﬁhe modern working class. If the wage
workers do not rise to destroy capitalism, no other class
Will succeed in destroying it.

All opportunities to develop an organic relationship
between the PRP and the modern working class movement remained
unexploited. The. PRP has been, in fact, a party of the urban
and rural poor,. whose essential outlook has been that of petty-
bourgeois revolutionary populism,

It is a mistake to think that if a party has no largé

.

g wage workers, it cannot be revolutionarve
v ] 9 £

followership from amon
What is true is that although 1t may be revolutionary in intent,
no party based vaguely on 'the poor' and dominated in practice

by petty-bourgeois populist thinking can establish a new social

order free of exploitatione

Revolutionary Party and the Mass Movement

If the PRP had serious limitations as a revolutionafy party
seeking a new social order, it must also be said that so-called
'Marxist parties', 'proletarian parties' or 'Leninist parties!
which. consist of one or two high priests and a few students and
workers are not even parties to begin with, to say nbthing of
'revolutionary party'.

A group only pretends to be a revolutionafy péfty if it is
a mere sect of 'revolutionists!'! isolated from the democrafic“

.mass movement., This was the issue between Karl Marx who advocated
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belonging to the mass movement and August Blanqui who was engaged
all His life in éecéarian 'fevolutionary plans' and plots,

Only a person who does ﬂot know what he 1is talking about
could deny that the PRP has been a revolutionary mass party
opposed to the status quoe.

The road'forwérdifér revolutionaries is not to dissolve the
PRP without a revolutionary substitute for it. It is not to
retain the PRP as it has been. It is not to continue with
sectarian '"parties!t! of 5 few people who remaln completely
isolated from the political process and, therefore, constitute
no parties at all. It is to eﬁolve out of the second crisis
in the PRP a new' partve This‘pafty shéuld be
(a) a worker-peasant prol@tariéﬁ party, rallying the urban

and ruvral poor,

(b) a mass party deeply involved in the political process,
(¢) a completely revolutionaryvbar£y in the 1light of the foregoing
critique. . .- o

CONCLUSION

In this paper we set out to examine the social characters -
of modern political parties in general and of Nigerian political
parties. We also examined what revolutionary parties in the

modern epoch set eout to do.
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We then focussed on an‘important radical party in Nigeria,
namely,'the Pcéple's Redemption Party, which from 1980 to
1982 has.undergone two major crises. We posed the quéstion
whethér the PéP was a revolutionary party. Our answer 1is that
its programme is without question a.révolutibnary one. In
practice, howéver, we observed that the PRP needed a number
of things to make it a thorough modern revolutionary paftyo

Our conclusion isithat it ié not revolutionary merely to
abandon the PRP. Neither is it a serious fevolutignary step
merely to retain it, or any faction of it, simply as it has been.
The réal taék of the Nigerian Left, we propose, is to develop
a party that will be a more genuine instrﬁment of revoluﬁiqn

than . the PRP as it has been in its two factions up to nowe
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