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POLI IICAL Pi\I-iT-i.EIJ ,\1\JD A REVOLU'TIONARY POLITICAL PARTY 1

use [:he.: opportunity afforded by this seminar to

more or lcs: excenoed discussion of the current

Imoudu-led faction of the Pecplers Redemption

a1l- refer to this simply as tthe second PRP crisisr

enter

cris i
Party

a

LL^

Sh0

or rthe second cr'j-sisto rn doing sor we sha1l be concerned only
witn the principtes ancl policies involved and not the personali-

tieso It seems to us much more fruitful Lo do t.his than to enter

into an absLract disqurisition on political parties ancl a revolu-
tionary polit.ical prar:i!"

The discussion shall he taken in t.hree partso Firstr we
:

shal1 discuss the basj.s of political parties and revolutionary
political parLies rrr Lhe present epoch of worrd history and in
Niqeria and seek an icientity among par"ties for the Peoplers

iiedemption Party as it has heen conceived up to 1gBZ"

Secondlyr we shall- discuss t.he second crises in the PRP,

showing in much qreatc:r c1epth than has been done so far what.

is involved" ThirdS-';, ir.re shall identify the solution to the

crisis that is a genui.ne revolutionary solution
Let it be st.rt.,,l from the start that we do not consider

either a simplistic tLeL us join pPP' or a simptistic rlet us

ret.,,.in PRP t opinion as aff ering a genuine revo lution.rry solution"

epression and
l,iohammed, Bagauda

Paper presented at Lhe seminar on Political R

Assassirratione A Trlbute to t.he Late Dr" Bala
Lake Hotel, Kano, Septemher 2, 3, 4? 1982"
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Vr:ry often when there :l-s a seemingly

:.:n,rri- rr F l-lrr' L::uLh on bothirrPeve,,r

doc,;rnatisation of t tkre truth !

irresoluble crisis opinion

sides,rvith some

't "

A qenuine soluti-orr

on either side met.aphysics o

.' i

to the di
:

l-emrna lIes

nd serious

i n a -Qi_d l_sq_!_+_q.el-te_ep_"
:

th eoret. ic a 1-prac t ica IThis requires

examinat ion.

hut one of

rity can be

Party, the Cha

hiqirly gifted

snola

the core

oI terl l-s

question of what the majority accepts

of the vrhole truth lies, for the majo-

mistaken. v,Je sha1l be parLlcularly

careful of i:oisonous e nthusiasm and f 1atLer1, of opporLunists "

On i:he f inal counL tir.:ir e f ire! burns for the class enem\/o

BaIa lulohamirrecl vuas a theoretician of the Peopl-ers Redemption

revolutionary activisL i,ui-thin the ranks of the PRII" He paid

t.he supreme price" irlothinq can be a qreater betrayal of his

ef forts than rnerel.y to dissolve the party for which he fought

and dicd without a. genuirrc revoluLionlry subst.itut.e" No forum

irman of l.i-:e Research Bureau of that party, a

revoluLion intellectual in general, as well as a

issur-,

honour

can be ]>etter Ln r,tr tl,is ()nc for cliscussing in depth
I

of 1if e anci deatir f acj-nq his party, the PRP" r\nd to

Lo his revolutiona:ry
,:

all hypocrisy"

a
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PART I

POLI:|:iCAL P ES Ai\D THE PRP

I o-U-Lic,a]. "!-*r.t r-e.q--r@
A political pa::ty is an associat,ion of like minds who agree

on the purposes for wllj-ch state power should be usedo A politicaL

,party is much more than an agreement of like minds " Its concetrn

is the use of state pouier" 'rherefore, a politicar party is a

characteristic of si:aLers; it is a phenomenon of the epoch of
the state in human I'ii-sL.oryo Political ,parties rio noL exisL in
s taLeless socicLi.ls o

A state arises ou': of thc contradictions and contests for
po!^/er associaled ',nij- ch i:h* class epoch " rt exists , therefore,
only in the epoch of class formations" The stale is, in fact,
the organised marcl-rincry of coerci on and discipline for imposinc;

the v;i1l of one clnss oii alliance of classes on the other classes

of socieLy" The coe-rcive in:;Lrurnents of state power - "irmecl forces,
administration, po1-:-ce2 , prisons ancl lavr courts - serVe this purposeo

The cha.ractei' of i:he n,.ajor ciisagreernents giving rise to
conflicts and thercfore the character of Lhe state and of party
formations in it clel:encis on the character of the socio-economj-c

epoch.

strictly speai<in!,rr i: pol.itical party as distinct f rom a

movemci'rL or factj-on under a leadership, that is, a parly as an

organisecl and stal:,le group of people with a def inite membership,
!
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a program and a. consLitution, is a phenomenon of the modern

cpoch o

Tire modern epoch i'; <lividcci int--c Lhree periods: the rise

and asr:endancy of capi-tal.ism (1660 - 1BB0), the rise and

ascend,rncy of ca 1:i. i;;..1 .;-1; t i_rnprrialism ( 13B0 1917) , and Lhe

epoch.of L,:-ansitiot-r ':') sc.,c-l .llism and naLional llberation revolu-

t-ions wl-rich stai::ed ivi- tir Lhe Bolsherzik revolution in 19L7 and

the 1i]:eraLi,:n ffio\rrr.,rt-\flts in China, rncia, et.c" af 'r:er the First

rrnperialist wor:1.cl ivai' (lgt+ 1918) " The period af ter the

Second'v,lorlci idarr' (l-q\g 1945) has witnesseci breath-taking broa-

derrino anC dcepcnr'-nr' o'f thc sociali;t and national liberation

revolutions" Thcse r{-vclutions Ieacl either to the establish-
ment rsf socialist states or to irrclus Lrially underdeveloped states

with a mi-xed ecoi-)omlr facing ei{-he-:r a capitalist rjirection as in
Ni':cria or a sc,ri:- ,1..i;; L. clirection as in Ianzania.

Thus the pcrj-,:C frcm about'1500 to the present day is the

bourqeois epoch in l'-l't,--: sen:je that alL political and econoniic

mover-nr:nLs in this epoch have souc;ht to create, constrain, pre-

sei:ve or desLroy r-'rss1',1eois, t.h.rL is, capitalist socieLy"

Correspcncling i:o Lhe nature of the hourgeois epochr w€

find funciamenta)-1y for:r kinds of party" First ure find parLies

representinq prirrar:ii.y i-lre inLerests of the tradiLional e1j-te

whose powcr lics i:r th.: control of land and peasant labour and

who resist Lhe cotrcluest of their world by ur:han, bourgeois and

N
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populist inf Iur:nces associarLe d with the devei-opmen t of capitalism"
secondly, r,ve fincl r.:ou::crcois partir:s representing primarily the

linterests of cafrii-a.l.ists ot: peocle aspirinq to he capitalistso
Thir:clly, we fj-ncj prolr--:tarian parLies giat seek Lher aholition
of all exr:1oi r-at-i-on, r^riricrr means in ef f ect thr: ar:olition of
f eudalisrn an'-i cacil-''iir;iii anci the creation of a popular democracy

b.rscd on soci,il o::'prI-.,,"a'Le non-exproitative ownershlp of the
means of p::oducLion ;r.nd e:<ciranq.i" Lastly we of ten f ind a pett,y-
bourq;eois parLy - a. 'ari-\z of smal1 owners, peasants, handicraf ts-
men ancl lower-1eveL p,:ofessionars that vacirlates bertv,reen a

bourccois anct .r.. t:::ol,:L,..ri.an oul:1ook.

Since Lh': curr-rent epr:ch is oncr of revolt againsL colonialism,
however r \,{e aiso hi:ve in tnis epoch in colonial countrles poli-
tical partics em-'-'faciu,-lr various inciicJeneous social groups, that
are anti-colonial- i.n outl-ook " Af ter the granting of formal
indepenclence i-o a c(13-ony, however, poliLical parties reflecting
trad j-tional aris toc::at j-c patriarchal , capitalis t , petty--bor.rrgeois

and proletai:ian ou.tlooks'emerge in these former colonial countrieso
?hese parties h:,i..re cr-lfferent attitudes to the continuation of
imperiarist domin.-'Lti-on ra;hich nov/ assumes the forrn of neo-
coloni:1ism.

Litucle to social change, a political party may be

ref ori'nist or revo lutionary. These attitudes are
nrl p.i:inr:ipal questions of social change in a given

tt

f



i-s one t>f soci;r1.t-sc aird n;itional- liberaLion revolutions. Poli-

tical pelrtics c-r.ltcr coir;.jc-:r:vaL.ive, reformist or revolutionary

accorcl in- Lo :ir t:rr attiLude to l:h<:.se two proce ssles o The

social.ist revolul-icn seeks a funcJrrinental change from one existing
t'

form or ot-her of e:<pr]-6i1;rtivc society to an exploitation-f ree

socitttlr" Tire rt,'1. j-i)ni -,'. 1ihcr.- l--ion r3volution secks compleLe

frecdorn for all i:lr.r j),ioD.l-r:^s inhabitinq th^ earth"

I n great,cr d..t i,i 1, L-he socialists seek

(a) liberatj-on cf: coli:nial count,ries from co1oni.rl rule,
(fl) cr;LancipaLiofl e'f corintri,:s from nco-colonialism*--*"9

(c) unshacklinc,of iL1.L r,-:tces from racial opprcssion,
(d) wrcstin,; of ..,x:-l-oj-tt:cl and oppressed classed from exploita-
: tiorr a.nd opJl.L,?ss:"-on,

( e) f reedom of ht-tr'rrai-l socicty f rom ignor.:nce, obscurantism and

backv,:ardnes s ,

ddliverance of manlciod f r"om anLi--human practices,

1ih<lr.:ticn of vJomen frorn the exploitation anci oppression

arising frorn i.t:.') chruvinismo

Polit-ical pa::ti-cs ;-,.re -qgr;s.-*qfE*.lyg to the extent that they

to preserve thc i:r.-rcii-tional, capitalist, semi-capitalist

Tlrc per-Loci aifi:L:.i i-lre "iecond Vrlorld War as u;e have olrserved

or all of these

and nationa] libera-

extent that they

(r)

'(g)

s eek

or impcr:ialist soci,i st;:l-u.s quo against any

f orms of 1irrcr.,L:"-crr sotrc:ht hy Lhe socia list

t-ion revolutions" Thcy rr-e re,formist Lo the

C
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sLop shorL o1. soci::i-rr-r'.rli'n o.r cr_:rtain refcrms in the col_onia1 or
neo-co1oni,,rl, si'Lu:,tj-on i:"hlt sLop short: of cornplete Iiberation
from imperialisino f i:'r our epoch r poliLical par:ties are genuinely
re volutionary onl'.r i-f ihev s eek the tltorough-going lil:eration
of the peoples .ind rn.-rssr:s cf the world or any part Lhereof along

the forcgoinc.lincs

It fo1lor^.rs Lhat -i-n Lhe contemporary epoch only socialist
parLies, social-ist-incl-ined parties and n;rtional libg-:ration

can i-.e genui-ne1y revo_'l-urt Lonar)r"

LP I Ni I

n ltliqq:ria, of the sj->: political parties so far tegally
reqistered, only L,rc peoDIe, s Redernption party turns tovrards

socialisri,

The Nat:-onal Party of IrJigeria, tire pa.r-ty running the
federal gprrerninent-., is an opportunistic ganging up of tradi-tiona-
lists anxious to preserve tire last remnants of feuclalistic
Lr.rditional-ism on thc onc hrnd and ambitious bourgeois eIemenL,s

brought t.ogether by a common desire t.o grow rich or rj-cher from

a share in the Feclcra._l revenue on the other.
Of i:he o ther pai:ties , the Unity party of Nigeri;r, the

Nigerian Peoplers Party, Lhe Great tdiqerian peoplers Farty and

the IVigerian Advance Party ars actually one party" The principal
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f actor keepinE the t,lPi,l, NPp and GNPP apart is ethnicity" The

uPI\'and the I'JPP rel:ri:sent r:esilecLivery the conflicting interests

of t-he rival Yoru.,:ra an'-,I ri:o i:ourqeois erites" rn the GNpp we

wi-tness one fo::,ir o i th,,,- i-racii Lional Kanuri repudiation of the

hegemonic preLentlol-l:i cf the rulinq cl-ass among the Fulani"
In ttre separat"n.=s of, the trvo main f:ourgeois parties opposeci

to the itiPi.l, namely, the UPti and the Npp, there operates a second

divisive facto::! ptrrson..rlity" chief oi:afemi Awolowo, leader of

the UPl.i, and Dr'" i'ir-ralndi Az-ikiwe:, leader of the Npp, dif f er in

tireir personali: j-es .,1fid political styles " Both a.re ambitious and

h.lve been rj-vals fo:: nari-iona1 leadership for over tl-riri:y yearso

The i{iqei'ian Adv.:Lnce Party is an effort by one of the

so-callr:d ryounce:: politj-cians' to exploit in the interest
csf capiLalisin i*he rnass resentment to capiLalist rule that hecame

intense already in the F-irst R,tpublic ( fge O 1966) and that

thirteen years of milj Lary rule and three years of post-miliLary

go''rernment have dorie nothing to attenu8t,e" As usual in bourgeois

circles, this .:t1-crnpi: 'co cxploit mass resentment for political

oDpos j-tion is b::inct done hy f ocussinq on so-ca11ed t misdirection
of thrr nar-ionf or tnrisnrlerr which, in L.he case of Nigeria,

consists of tril,al.j-sr',r, conruptj-on, inefficiency, indisciprine,
rabsence of a sellse of d_j-recLionr, tplanles,snessr, or rindifference

to t.he massc-s 1 fo.r j-n:;tance, to poverty and unemployment.

f n other words e ti"re Leaders of the Nigerian Advance Parliy

aue tryinr; to L.-kr:.- i,)l_rer Young Turk i:ourgeois populism in Nigeria

a



f rom where Dro Chike obi lef t it of f in the,First Repuhlic

(1960 - 66-) o::. whi:::e i:l-ie military reft it off in their thirteen-

y6rar interregnurn (igeA 1979) o

rt is also sa-id that tire NAp is simply a ruse by the invisi-

ble masters of the NPI{ to split the voLes of the upNr the most

forr"nidable of the i:ourqeois partir:s opposed to the Npt't. Such

a view of the hl.{P can exrst aL all only because of the absence

of any ideoloclical o:: hasic policy diff erences between the NAp

and the UPI'J orr for',h;Lt inaLter, t-retween the NAp and the other

hourqeois oppositj,on partl-es o

RevoluLronarrv P ramr,re and the PRP

In any countrr,r today a genui-ne revclutionary program, as

r,ue have ol-rserved, murtL aim aL tho:;e liberation goals lisLed in
an earlie r secti,:t"L cf tirir,. paper: Iileeration f rom colonial rule,

f rom neocolonia,l-isi,r, f roil class exploitation, etco

A party is esseLrtj-a1ly socialist if it aims at a ncw demo-

cracy hased on Lhi: abol-:i-i:j-on of all exploitation of man by man

throuclh thc soci;rl- or non-privileged ovrnership of the means of
p::oduc ti.o n clfl cl d:rl-st ril--.r-itrr:n "

such social or.rnersh-'i-p permi-is the t,ransformation of pro-

duct1on relations, th;-rt ,ise the abolj-tion of rnarster and servant

relaLionships in i-i-tc ecorromic sphere" Such democratisation and

humanisaLion of tl'r',:. eccno,'lric sphere makes possihre the genuine
t'



Yet a pari:y is :r): genuinely revolutionary merely because

it h:rs the.: lir.ier"riL,ion cii:als IisLed ?ry us or is socialist-orientr:d,.

To'be qenuinel-y -+ or r.,ral-istlcally - revolutionary, a party

musL aim at an aI'1.:.r'at-i-on of the }:asis of power" It must

aii"n at the Lran:;l'ar of 1:o1itical power from exploiters to the

exploited" ft mli;l- aiin;-rt ]:he destruction of lhe state apparatus

of the f euclalisLs, ll'-re colonialists, the neo-colonialists or thc

bourc;eoisie as a wi:ole and the creation of a new state apparatus

to serrre thc: revol.uttion" In Lhc.: case of a socialist revolution,

Lhe statr.,: apparatus of the.: bourgeoisie must hre desLroyed and a

nevJ state musL loe c::r::ttr,:d whicLr organises the new democracy and

the transition to soci-;-,.1ism"

these gcals ma.ke ur'-r chc,: Lwo e-l-ements of a genuinely revelutionary

il.roq ram o

If \rre examine 'l:irc pl:ogram docum.ents of the Peoplers

1y revolution;rri,"

As Lo thc c1o:-r,,1,:r , l:hi-: General Proqr"amrne of the PftP observeS 3

a ni:w and morc humane social-

order is aLrouL to l:,t: l-rolrt-)oii The party is t.he midwif e of Lhis

ncw order"

uvhat is Lire cha.;:acLer oi' the existing order from which

an IawakeninE peopl-r:t op;:osecl to this or:der must i:e liberated?

10:
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The hasic f ac1:s o:1 coni-t)rnpotraf ! Nrgeri an 1if e r 
lt says the General

Proqramme, are

1. lrPol"it.ical sor.,eireir]nty operated by a smal1 elitist well-to-

do and consurn,-r-oi j-enteC class r otr the basis of an alien

s ocio-po I i t ice l- cu 1 tu re ;

2. ItEcononric de oencicnce anci under-development I

3 o Technoloeical :.rackv.ra.rdness rrrhiah provides the anchor to a

capi:ive and c1r:p.-:lrclent ec,tnomy;

4o I'Cu1tural suj;ordinaLion and retarclation;

5; i?E1ite lrule wi'rose moclus operandi is nepotism and the appeal

to ethnic, reli.;icus and regional sectionalismo rf

In diametric.rl opposition to this order, the PRP aims at
trfu11 national liherat j-on, na Lionarl cohesion, true clemocracy,

developmeht, ancl socia"l just ice"

On naLional J-i-beration, the Genereil Proqramme declares :
?rTlris pr:ocess strives to complernent Niqeriar s politj-ca1 inrlepen-

cience with econonic, t,echnoloqical and cultur:a1 incrependenceoit

l-he proqramme cxpla.ii:ts tirat ??the enemy of orlr n..tiona1 indepen-

clence has been, anci remains, vuestern imperialism uthich now takes

lhe form of fieo-coloni.il-ism"lt Thi: proqrarnme then declares: ?rIt

is through conscj-ous and sys L.ematic struqqle against neo-colo-

nialisr,r thal we c;ln hcDc to achieve ful1 independence for our

motherland" In orcler Lo l:uilcl an inriependent, balanced, self-

sustained, anci people-ori t:nted national economy, there is the



need to eliminale forei-gn Aoniinance in the economy o o o ott

On nation.-r1 uni{:1' e.n,l harmony, the Genera} Programme notes

thal cj-viI commor:iorr anrl a painful civil v,rar have characterised

Nir;eriat s tif e" Il- i s truc thab in t-he midst of all this we

have managed t-o rnai-nl:ai-n ter::itor"i-a1 integrity- r?However,

this LerriLor:ia1 unii"-y itas Lo be rej-nforced with political,

econonic and cu.1tL1:.i:.3- urrj-ty"" Thi"s can hc realised only if

'runcler the,N-Lc;eri;r,n si-ate (a lrli.jerian citizen) enjoys liberty,

equality of oppcrtunj-ties, freedom from want and a chance to

rcalise thc best Lhat. is in hint"'l

Neeclless to sry Lhat thi:; is a f ar cry from the existing

s i tuation'"

On democracv, i:ire program ohserves: rf Elite rulr: has been the

root cause of r:ur i:,ropl.cts disenchantmc,nt with our litics o "

On paper, qoverniill.nt pclicies have been nreant for MASS ES O

In pract.ice tht,:sr.: ir..,vcr scirvcd vestcd interests " Lhen

proclaj-ms: ttlf polii:i-cs is to rnrork oul to Lhe good of the people

poliLical poruer has t-i: "be in the hancls of Lhe people themselvesor?

On developn,- iri-, Li'rr General Proqr.rmme notes: rrOur country

is stil1 uncir:rdeVr.l.opr-:4lori f L then asserts 3 rrlt has to i:e rapidly

cleve loped anci f ul"1-1u 119,1a::n.i;;cdott In other vrords the counl:rY

must t.e r:.:pidly I_r- rrr tcr:d from

Ceveloprni:nt may 1re, ,:is,ioc:- rl--i-:d with the qro,"'rth of

and comes Lo qrips

ner{ in justices 
"

with it"1ne proqramme is aware of this

12-
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On soci.ll jut,;t;:'"c:, i.L says; oBut development has to be in

1-hc: context of sr:cj-;rl. jusi-ice, if painf uI social upheavals

are bo be avoic'1ed" 1g opr:Lnes: "social Susticel demands that

development sl'rouLcl be spread out eve nIy tirrouqhout the country;

i:hat the procluct,Lon of wealth should not be accompanied by

exploit-aiion or by srveated labour; that l:he distribution of

wealth should cu.-r-rr.nLec rr. minimum livinj incomc for every

To ensure this the programme propsses among other things

the pu-oIic ownclrsirip o.r mineral s , f ores t,s , water and energy

resources and Lhe pui-1ic or^rnership and operation of key sectors

of thc econorny, s;:ecif ical ,l-y f inance and banking, insufance, oi1,

import,/export , capi i:a 1- qoods i ndus tri es " 
rt

It proposi.:s i-o ??g.:L rici of prodtrction relations based on

cxploit t j-ono ?t

Thc foi:egoin,; r.-:r,i.-v.I shows th-L t.hc proqramme of Lhe PRP

is revolut.iona:ry ;ls to -Lhe aims of the party"

Concerning Lh.- clu,-rstion of po!.der, Lhe programme is def inite"

I1 calls for gggr-p.]-c-,-q. p-o-u.,*r .s against e1it.e power" ft says g

rrPeoplers politic.rJ- powe:: lras to 1:e organised effectively" It

requires a sct of irrr; j tuLions :ppropriat-= to it" It simply

cannot make use of Lnc: existing state apparatus created by

erstwhile ruling i:l-i-LE:s " Hence peoplcrs power

Lhe organs of porrer (c-ivi1 scrvicc, militaryr

nL.cds a nr=w St:te -
police, judiciaryr
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executive, legis l;r-ture) ir;,rve to be so organised as to ref lect

thr,: viill, of l-hi: peoplt- at all 1evels ancl at aL1 t,imes "rl

Thus on tirr: seconcl qt.l.s1_ion, the question of power, the

PRP snc\/s i-Lsr,, .l f I,o rc unccuivocaJ-1y rcvoluLlonary"

!,ie do not m(:a'!n 'co imply hl- this revie,,'r that Lhere is nothing

thaL can he cr-itic-ised from the revoluLionary or socialisl-

standpoinl- in thc PRF proqrarnmeo For one thing its cief inition

of rthe peoplel is fau-l-ty for l{igeria ancl comparahle count.ries.
Thep}:oqrammeqivesL-ire.tmi:ressionthatby|Lhepeop1e'it

ineans what is popul-ar:1y cailed I the common people r o But then

it. rlefines f the: prroi:)-i-' a,s the ?rrvorkers, peasants, fisirermen,

craf Lsmen, youths , traciers , s:nal l bus inessmen, s elf -emproyed
peusons , as wel l cls p::of ess j-onals, academicians , big businessmen,

and traditional ru] e::s with a social conscience o n

one ouqht to clistinr;uish cl-e,:ar1y between t the pec,pler and

the,',ir allies f rcm :u1inl classes " Prof essionars, academicians,

}:1q businessnlen iinc-i t::aciiL-i-onal rulers rnay belong to the latter
Catr.igofyq

A second crit:Lcj-sirr m.1y be prollfered" social justice is a

value in itsel-f " l-t is not desirecl rnerely to end social strif e,

althou<-.;h it j-s d,r,:s'i i:ai:1e f or this pur:pose as rve1l o :

Yet a thrr:cl c.:it-i-cism can be adrranced" The General Programme

says: rrThere is the need to vesL control of the commanclinq heights

of the nat,ion.r l ec..,noriy in the state while preserving and
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6rncouraging bona fidc i'ji-gcrian private. enterprise"r' From the

poj-nt of vi-eu,,of 3- clerri:lopirent tor^rards socialism, this preser-

vatic-n anci eilcour6ieei-.1.:rnt of pi:ivate r,:nterprise is only valid 1f

it is rnade clear thai: j-L is i l:ransitional measure aj-med at

developing tnc LrcL)nomv as r:apidly as poss ibl.e and at mak ing sure

that in the transiticn'i:o a new soci.rl oi:cler the state takes over

only ,,vhat is rlt ;, gi','.:n stage important and whaL it can manage

cfficie:ntly"

From the poinL. of .rir:w of a socialisL revolutionary criti que,

the f ormulation cf i-he f oregoinE point in the proqram docuinent,

Y ur Golde Ke to a Bri ir L F uture is rnr)re reassuring" Here iL

is saicl that on.j of tire ways by lvhich the state will finance

its dcvcloprtrenL r),-'or{r,rr,rirrc j-s eicncour{lger-ncnt of private enterprise

with procluctior- r:elations that are f rce f rom exploitation, e o eo

parscnJl family ncl cr)-opr:ra,t.ir.rr: r-,nt<:rprisesott

In .rnswer to confused ultra-1ef tism and inf antile idiocy,

hovuever, it ouq-hl- Lo he pointed out that in a people?s demo-

cr.rLi-c statc LrrnsiL:i-:n,'1 Lo socialism, evcn foreign pfivatc

lnvesLment can irc cncour::acled and protected in specif ic cases for

clevelopnt.'nt,al pur l>o:;es " ,Isp,'ciaIly f or uncicrcleveloped countEies,

there is no queslion cf a]:;olishing a1l exploitative relations over-

night"

It

prise is
t private

pris eo

ought to ]:e polnted out also

exploitaLive" A coliective

r:nterprirlel 7 i:uL. j-t. is not

tliab not all private enter-

f,rrm in the

exp 1o i t al- ive

Soviet Union is a

orivate enLer- I
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SincethePRPprogramsetsforlhtheultimateaimofanCW

social order basecl. on prorlucLion reletions that are f ree of

.exploiterr-ion, it fo,l.l-o'as that any measure of development which

tolerates explr:it.i'Li.;e prooucticn relations can only be

transit.icnal and is not p.rrt ancl parcr-:1 of the final end product

,of the revoluLion"

TI'1-ji SECOI.JD S S IN TiI RP

tion over the questron of whei:her or nol the party should e-nter

.:
into an al liance wrth 1:he NPIJ f or a r naitional governmenL r and

for the runnj-nq of the Kacluna Slate government" 1n Kaduna St'ate

the PRP had won ti're go\rernorship ]:ut the NPN had won the majority

in t.he state,': 1.ec;-Ls 1a Lureo

Inouropinion,itWasnotpropertomakethisal}lanceif

only becausc tirc first ciuty of .a revolutionary party that has

just come into e:<i-strncc is t,o esLal:lish in pracLice its revolu-

tion.rry crecrihili-ty Lie lronci every shadow of doubt" rt was necessary

to shorv in practic* wlrat Lhe PRP would do in office and it was

nccessarY to def 1z i-hr: itiPl'J"

1t is not sr-tri.rrisi,ng lihat over this question the pairty got

split witir Aminu Kilr-ro aillcl Samuel fkoku on the one hand' who

advocated aLlia.ncc vri tn Lire NFtJ, ancl iulichael rmoudu, Abdutr'kadir

Balarehe Mussa, I"loilanniccl Abubakar Rimi, Una Akpan and Lhe vasL

\
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majority of i:he narLy on the oth,=r, who wereagainst such an

alliance"

Tht-'c.nc'l ;:cstt-l-r: cf this spiit is that the overwhelming rnajoriLi.

of the parrty inenl:ersi',i.i: 'rnd of the,: representati',ves of thc 1:ar:ty
:':

in the vi:rious lt-:e.ts1,:tures ral-'l-ierj round fmouciu and constii:uted

Lhe Imoudu factiono r{emhers of this faction run the PRP govern-

i-r-ren 1- in Kano nnd l':Lcluna States. lhr:se tvto states are strong bases

of tire parL\z hecau,;e of th-se Eovernmerrts and partly $ecause of
'Lhe largr: mass fo1lo,,,;:Lnr1 r,vhich the PRF' enjoys in these states "

Fjecaur-se thc Fcder;,1 1- Electoral Comrnission does not recognise

the Imoudu f action ;-r.s rhi: Ieg:I PIrP for elcction purposes ttre

party is thrown into a ,luarrdry" It has to seek an election

plat form"

Thrc.: solrr:-ion,-r h:,v': bcr.n pr:oposecl to tiris protr1em" The

first is to keep ti:i-'faction intact and enter inLo an election

all-iance wiLh onc or more of the alr'eady rcgistered opposiLion

p;rti,,s: Lhi= UP.'1, tlr* riPp, th: G,iPP ,tnci thc I{AP" In that case

memhrr:rs of thc: PRP v,,ould sit as UP;',i, ctc. members in the

1 egis I atur c "

The second sol-:lbion i.: to merge the fmoudu f action of the

PRP, the IrJPP and Lhe GI,lPll into a new party ca).1ed the Pr:ogressj"ve

Peoples Party (PPP) rvi-'ch a proqramme not differenL.from that

of Lirc NPP"

Ihe third solution is for the Imoudu faction to change its

name and apply for lega)- r'ec;is1-ration as a poli-ticaI party far



eIr:ction purposes o

.,
The ::e

ide-:ntlty of

govt:rnment "

:

ar,r) prr:1. lcns r,,rj-Lh the f i.rst choice" F'irst, the

the PRP rr",crulcj he }ost in the ]-egislatures and in

Secoi-rc1-1-",r, Lhc bourgeois part.ies could ditch the

PRP at thr,r eleventh hot-t:: leavincl n\) choice to its members who

v.rish to contest erlectj.ons cxcrlpt simply to join the UPN, the

NPP or Lhr= SNPP "

Some memhers r:f the PRP ha'rze opted for the

It is now (Auc;ustr 1198?-) tnat the third oi:tion is ireing

con,:iidered h), som. rnr:mbers of the party"

irst a,n,C i:hi-rd options are not interesting for the

purposr: of this discussion, since they would preserve the identity

of the PIIP il:sr-:j.f, -1-cga1.1), rccoqnisecl or not, as a l:evolutionary

party" Af ter a1 1-, som.€j revolutionary narLics have reniained

undergrouncl for clecl,dcs, mr:aninq thaL they could not even

operate in thi: o1:i:ir li:t alone contest elections"

It. is the secorrrl opcion that is interestinq because it

ca1ls for the infori,r..rL dissolution of the PRP without of f ering

any revolution'rrv orgari to replace iL"
.t ''r.rj

e PPP ir.r1r.-rr e PRP

It is not su-rrpr"j-sin. that the advocacy of Ltre

some leading PRP tlernlririrs of the Imoudu f action has

a deep spit in tha.t f ;rcl,ion"

PPP among

brouqht a]:out

1B



The PPP is a bourgeois party pure and simple" fL is not

right to claim as Eno Edet rraore does that the program of the
PPp and that of 'Lhe pRp are substanLially the samee

:

rn its constitu'cion, Lhe ppp says it aims at ran egalitarian
societyt. This is Lhe only phrase by which it addresses itself
to the social questi.on" However, the Second Na ional Develo

meirt Plan 97 r of thr: hourgeo'is milii_ary rc-gime also
aimed at tan ecyal-it-ar-i-:rn socieiyr " Chicf F'estus okotie-Ehh,
a Iulinister of Fin;lnc- in thc First Rei:uhlic and one of the
leadinq capitalists in ihr: countryr launched one of his hrudqets

]:y siiyinO it aimed l.L t -..n egaiitarian societyr " The bourgeois
Constitut-ion of 1-he F e,dcral Ftepubl-.i-c of i,Jigeria advocates r:nityr
equaliLy and j us t j-ce e irr.-aiti n,; by r equality I the bourgeois concept

of t equality ht-for,-, l-ire 1:rv/r o rn f act, in Nigeria it has 6ecome

very f ashionak;le -in h,cu::qi:ois circres to speak of the neecj for
alr cqrlitari,tn soc,_, t1..

rt is not sui:p.r:isi nqr that i-he programme of the pRp never

once spoke of tha ner,,:d for an rcg:1i t.:rian socj-et.ye " r,rlhat Lhe

proqLamme of the Pi'r' a.dvocaLes is cldar and definite" It seeks

the complete al:oli-tron of imperialist exploitation, the public
ot";nt:rship of thr: inarjor t:n€rans of production and the transformaticin
of produclion rr:-t ai- j-ons i-n such ;:r \,{a! es to creat,e a ag!{__La-_c_tg!

nr l)as ,- l.- .-
ul I i_l ic \,J€f

exploiLatir:n is ;rl:,,ol-ished"

t e themselves , i,vhere al l
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is abrsolutely no meeting

formulaled objectives and

ground betleen the above

the vilque ancl dishonest

One m;ly ask " If the

concreL.r:1y

tal-k about arl societye "

difference beLv*er:n tl'te PRP pro!ljr;-lmme and thaL
.l

t?f ar too f limsy;? tc irother about whlr iti6 not

of the PPP is

the pioneers of Lhe

RPP simply taiie, ovcrl: the program of the pRp?

Eno i:ldet Trao::e also claim.s that i:he pRp is not a revolu-
tionary par:Ly hi,cuu'j.-:tttire word socialism ulas carefully avoided

l

overy'Ivvnere-: 'i p r-h e pi-ioi1f i:)iilrr.re otr She ho 1ds , f u.rther, that the
proqramme of the PitP is not revolutionary becausetr it said 1ittle
about concrete ste ns j_t r,,iould t.rk* to achieve sociarlismo rt

First of .el1-, a Dfoi_r.p31.1111" ,is not socialist simply }:ecause

it procraims itsi,.-;l,f soci;::,1ist" chief Awolowo proclaims the upN

a soci;,r1isi party :.,,nd ytr,: it is thoroughly bourgeois " SecondIy,

a pro(jrarnire that ls soc-L;r1ist doe.s not need to proclaim itself
socialist " The Li.rnclency these days is to f ormulate programmes

concretely" Socr;_r.f.i.r,;il j-s noLl-ring hut a new democratic orrler
based on Lhc scci.ll oi,vnersl'iip of aL rr:ast the major means of
productj-on and chr: creaLion of explcii:ation-free proclucLion

r,r:1ations. Eitircr lino Eciet ;:nd o,cirers like herself clo rrot knovr

that this formu-'l-a Linr^r j-n the PRP

!'

prograrnrrlc means

as socialism or is me re l-y Lryinq to discreclit
purpose"

A l.rnr r t

the same

the PRP

thing

for

ak realise the new

number of I concretesocial order, the PilP proclramme says much" A

tfr



steps I are to be tal<err" Imperlalist controL. of the econony is

to be' Lcrmi:riiLeclo f il; ? comnancling 5<:i r-;h Ls t of the economy are

to be tal<en over,:'1, th,,: sL.atr:o A new state - a peoplets state -
is to bc creat.:rl quil-c, clifferr:nt f rorn the stel:c envisaged by the

bourgeois Nige.r'ian Cons i-itution rui-rose I enshrined I clauses are

the last wor:d for i:he PPP" Production relations are to bc trans-

formed" A11 unea.rn-ed incomc is to l:,e cxpr"opriated" 'Ihe distri-

hution of wealth wi-li lre: marde r:o gua.rantee a minimurn living

income for all cit.i-'1cns " There ;,rcl a host of other concrete

sLeics menticnr:d j-n tire pt:cgrarni-ne" They are as cletailed as is

possiirle in 1 1--'i :rlcr-ir piaoqr.rmr:leo

ti ecti-orr P laLf o m nd Revo ti Part

IL w.rs rrol a.nd i.s not \^rcong for PRP politicians to seek an

c:lectj-on p1;:{--=crirr i.n any 1i}:eral1 hourgeois formation" What is

wronc for a r(:vo1r:l-icnit::y i:o do is t.o dishand and jump onto a

non-revolutiona.rlr r:l-ectj-on platform r.;ithorrt providinq for the

o -.nis.:d cor:t inur l: in one forrn or other of the revolutionary
party"

From the pc,inL of vj-ew of revolution, the mistake of the

advocates of Llr* PPP w.rs to comc up rvith a forr,ration which

liquirCatecl {-h- r!.r'ocraiiLntc of the PRP ruiti-rout suggesi:ing at the

same tj-rne hotv the PRp as a rovolutionary mass orqanisation rvas to

be prrrserved lr (:vr':l-t j-rnproved" By so acLinq they gave the

impression thaL ti'r,:rr v,/ertj interesLed not in changing the sta.Lus

a4aL -

F
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quo and in huildin.i an or:ganisatj-on for tnis pulrpose br:L in
ivirlninq elections aird parLicipating in adrninisterinq the status

quo" :

ft now secins lii;rl s;or-ne members of the PRP intended it. to be

a revolutionary 6i.r::L1r whereas otners intencled it t.o be a tnon-

tribal or tNorthrlrnf suirstitutc for i:he Npp or the UpN"

If it is not rtr'vo.l-r-rtionary simply to dissolve Lhe PRP and

opt ro. u lihsr;-1. bourgeois forniation; nej-ther is it at this

stage revol"uti-oriair-v to rr:tain the pRp as it is" Even if the
rmoudu fact.ion of Lhc PilP is at last legally recognised, that

will not rnake it e L:etter oarty than it waso

As we havi; set:n Lhr.,: outlook of the PRP was revolutionary,

as sccn Lhroucitr its D'-c(Jl: -rmme, but iL \^/as noL organised or
equippcd as 1 ltcvc1,.;.tj-onitry party" This leads us to r,,rhat is Lo

be clone Lo arrive at a thoroughly r{lvolutiona,ry party, assuming

that to ]le desilrai:ie"

PART III

V'JI-]AT IS IO BE DONE?

Bp qQ s t o. 
_i !.1v.9- l.qt J-o. ry+qy.=_v-+_Lt-a_{y

Al1 revolutj-ona.rics do ancl niust rccognise that winning an

elecLion is not tlre only v,ray of corninq to power" Af ter all,
wi-thin ltJiqerian ,-lXpr:rri..rnce the "irrmed forces ,carte to power and

ruled for thirtei:n years r,vithout con'Lestinq or winninq any electiono
There are at least fj-ve rnirys in the history of L.he contemporary



23:

period by which a rcvolutionary party or group has come Lo

po!.vcr o

1o It may do so h:./ an armed insurrection as in Russia in

1917, Z,;-i-crn Eurnp,: ,,-1: Lire end of Lhe Second tdorld l.iar, Cuba

and Nic.rragua 
"

2o It may c1o so by;iss;uminq the leradership of and radica-

lising an an'ti-co.ionj-a1 arnied revolution as i6 vietnam, North

i/rore 3, Angola or i4oz,:mbique"

3" f1 may <1o so l:y a riilitar:y coup dretat staged by revolu-

tir:nary elements in 1:ire estal:lished armed forces as in Afganistan,
Etheopia r tsenin or F?..iv;1"i-ngs t Ghana 

"

4o It may do so th.r:nr-rqh victory in a referendum as in the

case of Guinea"

5o It r,ay do so t.hrouqh victory in an election as in the

case of the convent:-on Peoples t Party in Ghana ancl in the

expcr:i ences of Gyarra, Chi 1e , Kerala , Zimbabvre"

It is notewo.i:tiry, hov,rr.:ver, th;:t in the case of eJection

victories , , Lhe revo Lu'Lior-rclr1i govr:rnment has remained in power

up to the Lime o:i uritrnq (Auqust LggZ) only in Lhe case of
Zimbal:we, ruhere tir,-: ..:lection followed an armed struggle already

successfully v-r.rg,:-.d 'hy Lhc revolution" Iherefore this case is not

a true r peaceful r:l-ectioitt c:aseo

The v+rci'ic of hrsi:ory is t$:at no 6.:volutionery parLy or
qroup has so far v..rorr. powr:r and held it throuqh election alone.
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rn this connectir:n it is pertinent to observe that coryL?g

if'tg pov/er is not t.he same thing as reLainincl por'/er " Although

il is of tr:n pf c:surilcd Lh;Lt the f irst inplies the second, the

inf er:ence is vrron,;i" It ii-s tire inabili Ly to see the dif f erence

hctween the t.wo i:i-ra-t ,l-ci:rds to rnclfl! errors of anarchists and

I.rotskyists whos.e theories give pride of place to revolutionary

enthusiasm and f actic;n;-,,1i-snL, r"eqarcling bourgerois competition,

non-centralism ancl inciiscipline a.s t f reedomr o without a cen-

t::alised and hir;hJ-y di-scipl-ineii party organi:;ation, the ge!,-glll:-

!.fq_,g1g, U_g;.-q- vrill nevcr be ahle to [o1rJ power aft.er winningr soyr

in a popular uirri-sin.;"

Reqi-s Lrrr tio of aRevolutionarv Partvn

rn |'Jiqeria there -Ls a further resscn Lo rearn from the

expe-rience of i:ire PltP, AL t,he moment the Federar Electora1

Comnission ( r'EDECO) clecides who are tht: legally recognised

leaders of a parly" rn the event of a split, FtrDECo <ioes not

concluct a refcrer:c.luiir or aciopt any democratic rnethod to ascertain
l:he .ziews of the party" rL simply pronounces recognition

of the faction ivhich L't prefers or thr: factlon headed by the

rnan v;hose narne hir,; 1:een registered with it. as the president,

everr if this man h;ls on1-y a small r,rinority with him"

Under the exis Lin-! condition, that is , so long as no 1aw

exists to guaranLc-:c l-haL i-he lqaclers of a party will be none

other tlran thosc rvho enjoy a majority in it, a revolutionary
party cannot trust itself bo the parli-arnentary process "
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There art] thus three reasons why a proletarian re.rolutionary
party si-roulci l::e nlsj.ca1l-1r ., non-election part.y"

. The f irst i.; Lh;rt as an election party pure and simple,
it would b. e nctinq eni-5-re)-y v;ithin rules riefined by the ruling
c1a.ss " It r^rot-tld i:lten l:e commi Lting suicicie in r€tvolutionary
t':fms "

I'hc scconcl ;-: tlt;rt in unieriuvelopcd countri:s, there is a

'pronounCr:d Lcndency bo :rrhiLrar:irless and authori tarianismo The

rulinq class in i:l-rc,,se countrj-es is subject Lo imperialist dic-
tation" The respr:c't for clemocracy in them is tenuous"

Thc Lhii:tl i,; tii.,t j-n N.igr:ria, FI-])ECO can intervene to
f rustraLe the deve looLncni: cf a revolutionary leadrlrship or
po 1 icy

'1'he only wa'y ,lf f::c,:inc the revorutionary forces from these
constraints is to bu,ilc-1 a o:ri:y whose thinking r organisation
ar-rd functionincl .rra noi: focussed on eiectiong.

If Lhe revoluLi-onarlr party is not rc:eistcred, then it should

regard itself as an oi:'cilni:;ed association of the peoplc with
f ricn<ls or secrcL irr-,,.i'nite,:r:s in othcr parties ancl f ight for recogni-
tion in a revclr:Lionary way" Evr:n a miritary regime has been

forced hy rhe peoplc to ghandon pov,rer" rn thc \rJestern Region

of Nigeria f rorn Oclol-'lei: 1-965 to .lanu.rry 1966, L'f,ii.f S. Lo Akinlolars
cJove rflmc:r,t rdrs ii-,c ltlrJ;-i- governnr nt , t:u L it courd not rule"

To Lhl r:Xt -:r^rr ilr;'i: tirL' pl.(p VJcIS E:ntircly ercction orientcd
and remained so ii: was not in practice a revoluLionary party"

J

I
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From PilP l:o ricvcluticnarv Partv
--*-:=4-.G

The real revoJ-u,;ionary solution to Lhe seconci

tncn, is for Lhose ivho rtish to do so to devclop a

PRP crisis,

truly revolu-
tionary party"

A revorul-ion-rry nar:ty is not completely that by merery

heiving a revolutionar:)ri pr:oqramme and revorutionary personnel"

Such would hc sinrply a meiss movemenL" A serious revolutiona::y
party rnus t
( a ) be a mas,s rnoV€ireri^rt ,

(b) havc r riiscipl j-,r.-<1 tg ni:ra1 staf f t ,
(c) have a ggl.t-y apparratus, incruciinq party sources of funcis

that are itrr-lt'pcnrlcntof indiviciual god-fathers or financial
paLrons,

(O) possess a. cl.e;,i' revolutionary icientity - it must be

independcnt:of, even if it associates for certain purposes

ivith r PoliLii.l forrrai-ions with non-r(jvolutionary goaIs,
( e) bc e:'uir:pld ior v.iric>us forms of political strunt;Ic,
(f) have a depenclable and effective underground organisation

so that its con{::i-nued existe nce and activity in all cj-rcum-

s L.encc:s ctn irc c_luerantccd"

The Peopldls itcccrnpLion Farty was simply not a party of this
kinrJ" rf c1fl! f ract j-on of it. is to he:com* a t,ruly rcvolutionary
party fihere is a ton,-] way to go i:o transform it into ooco

c
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Itq,Lfl]f, -rp_*q-P*LOM
A pr:oLcLaria.n pa;:ty is simply a party dedicated Lo the

inL,crcsts of titi.r -C,oo:.-o So under:stocd, the PRp wael prolct'aria:n
partyr Such a PartSr i'lec:d not hc revolulionary" For instance,
cxisting tracli-: uninns j-n lrii qeria are proletarian orqanisations,
yr:t el-rc.) nol rcvoluLionary" rf they C.lfl'r(: togt:thcr to form a

rvorkcrs I par:ty rnrho:;i: put:posc would bc to ask politicai.ly for
limitccl rcfor:ms wi{:}ri-n l:.hc sLalus euor such a party would b<-:

proleLarian r,,lithor-.it l::,,:j-nci revolutionary"

Howcver, r'io .ilo--!iq:a} political party aiminq at a ff}L-F_oS}gI

.Q-LQ€r.r that is, a non*caPiLa1ist inclust.rial order, can succeed

in l:ringing about such an order rvitlrout becoming a modern prole-
tarian revolutionary p;r::ty" The siqnif icance of this staternent

is that oniy Lwo classes cha::acterise mo-{eirg or inciustrial society:
lhc capi i:aJis t cl;:ss anci the workini; class " rn modern society,
the capitalists ar(:: Lhc exploiters and the rvage workers the
exploitecl" Thc:rci'or'': to fiqht consistently for its goals and to

: achicvc thern, a poi-rf-r-c.rl. party that secks qn r:xploitation-free
soci-a1 orcier musi: b,-lcoirit: proletarian 1n,che modern sensLtt it
must rally tho c-'l-;'iss of wagc workers for revolutionary struggle.

A11 ot.h<.:r cJ.;rsscs, such as the pe.rsants ancl the arL.isans

that Are also cxploitccl anci d-tscriminated against by the exisL-
ing capii-alistic neo-coloni;r1' order can liberate thr.mselves f rom

this cxploitation and dj-scrirninati-on only if bhey form a rervolu-
I

t,
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ti.onary allianct-- v;ith L,ht: modern workinq class o 'If the wage

u.rorkers do not risc:to destroy capitalismr oo r:ther clnss

wilI succeed in destroyinq iL"

, 
A11 opportr.lrr-i-ti,,:s to dev*1op a.n orqanic relationsilip

. bi:tween the PRP .:Lird thc rnodern r,vorkinq class movement remained

unexploitcdo Thc Pl<P h:s bcen, in facL, a party of the urban

and rural poor, whose: cssrnticrl outlook has bi:en that of pctty-

hourgeois revol-uLiona.ry populismo

ft is a rnistajcc- to think that if a party has no large

.folloivership f rom nmong vir.e€i workcrs, it cannoL be revolutionarlro

,'Jhat is Lrue is Ll-rar arlthough it may be revolutionary in intent,

no party b;rsed vaguel;- on rthe poorr and dominated in practice

by petty*hourgeois popul-ist thinking can estahlish a new social

order free o1= expSoitnlion,

Revolution.:rv Parl-v and thc Mass Moveirent

If thc PRP h;:d serious limitations as a revolutionary party

scr:kinq a new soc-r-.:I ordrji:, it must also bc said that so-calIed
t Plarxist parti,:s I , I i:rolt,:tarian partie s t or t Leninist parties,t

which consist of on(-i or two hiqh p::iests.ind a ferv students and

vlorkc:rs Jtr(; nol- 3rr:r"l 1:ai l-irs Lo h. qin 'rith r to say nothing of
I revol.utionary p;:.::1-yr 

"

A group only lrr.:t..it(ls to l:c a r(lvolutionary party if it is

amerCsr:ctofr-,:c.'ro]-utionists'iso1atr:dfromthedemocratic

. mass movcmento Tliis \,,/as the issurl betwt':en Karl Marx who advocatecl.
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bc:longing to Lhe mass floV.iflejfit and Auqust. Blanqul who was engaged

;r11 his lif r: i-rr strct-rt.'i-i,:n t revoluLionary plens r ancl plots,
r'\^ I .,virry G iJ.rson wl'ro docs not. kno',v r.vhat he is talking about

ccuLc deny thal- i:hc Pi',P has hccn a revolutionary mass party

oppos,-:d to thr- status euoo

:lln<: roaC, fo.rr.va;:cl f,r:: r.volutionar:ies is not to clissolve the,:

PRP r,vithout a rr-voIuL i.rn.:ri, sr:1-:stitut.<l for it" IL is not. to

rr:tain tl-ie PRP ,rs tt hrs been" IL is noL to continue with

sectarian I parLi.:s t of a f cw people r.;ho remain comple tely

isolatcd f rom I,ht po 1i i:ic;r1 proc€lss and y Lheref ore, constitute

no parlils at al-.]," IL ir; to evolve out of the second crisis

in the PRF a r'lcvi'11,-,i'tr7" Tiris party should be

(a) a ,"vo::ker-pe;..lsa.nt pro1.,-,-,tarian p;rrtyr ra11.ying the urban

ancl rurr.J. pcor,

( n) a mniss; 6:;:rty clecply i-nvolvcd in the political process,

( c) a completely ri:iroli-:t:Lonary
!

ci:r t. 1que o .

lJiqerian polit.ical

parties in the

in the liqht of the foregoing

of moclern polit j"c rl- p:r-i:ir,s in gcneral anci of

parties " ldc aJ.so .:X;-lilined whaL revolutionary

moclern r:poch sct or-rt to do"

q_oj{cl-qsJoN

fn 'L.his p,tLpi:l: we set out to examine thc social characters,
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VJc t.hi:n focus:ed1 on .:l"l :-mporLant radical parLy in Niqeria,
i, l

ni,im.-,:1y, thr Pcr:i,,-]e-. I s Redcmption P arty, which f rom 1980 to

1982 has underconr,: twc m;:jol' criscs" uJc postld the question

r,+he1:hr:r the PilP lv,,:.s a revolutionary party" Our answer is that

its proqramrne is i,rirhout quest.ion a revolutionary oneo In

practice, hor,rever, v,;r.: oilserveii that the PRtr neecied a number

of thin,:;s to mallcc -iir a tl-rorouqh mod<trn rcvolutionary party"

Our conclusion is thrt it is noL rL,volutionary merely to

abandon t.he PRP" l.iciLhi:r is it a surious revolutionary step

merely to retain it, or any faction of it, s.imply as it has beeno

Thc real task of: 'l-hi: Niilc:i:i.an Leftr wc propose, is to develop

a pai:ty that r,vi1l- I:e rr r-norc genuine instrument of revolution

than the PF(P as iL h,:s ht:r:r-r in its tr^,ro f acLions up to flOWo
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