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When n uos invited to give t[r'i.s ].ecture I wos ollcwed to

1[rOoie the'dote and time.
L\\ opic; . . It '!16i:'given to.-rn

But I wos not Elven the oholoe of

ilublic iiccountobilitv onej i',lioclltreos

Leodefsh,l,p i.' T!'lis rntght be hecause the orgonl:ers hove o sot''..

progromnnd'ond the lectures cr16 in o definite serios. It migh+

simply be becouse of rthe grect ir,rportonce ottqched to the lssue

of public occountobility, on its own, '*y the Sociol Scienee CIub.

It might' olso be becqus6 the orgonizers connot think of anythlng.

elee ond just urote down the f irst thinE thot come to then, in , ,

-qrder not to send o completely blonk invitotion. Therefofe it is
r\-' rt cleor 4o rne urhot di.mension of this sule ject, ttre orgonizers

ond the oudience wont ine to touch. n onn going to focus on one

ospect of the surhject. This is t[.re question. of how to ensure

thot occountobility to the pub!.ie becornes cr centrotr onc! entrenched

feoture of the i'ligerion poJ.iticol systern, especicJ.S.y fronr Lg79;'

I utll be brief ond leove enouEh tirne for queitions, cornrnents'

ond discuasions.

[n o woy there is nothinE controversio] obout the need to

ensufe. public occountohility. The neecl for it is widetry uccepted.

in this countiy. There ora of corJrse, powerfuJ. groups ond c}.iques
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with cleor'ly foscist and super-e.tr ite tendenciee in the l:ureocrocies
ond buEiness eo;nponies who o.rJ.y pdy o glrudginE rip-serv.i.oe to
this ond only keep qui.et hecouse tflre concepti.on of,the,,puhllo,
is of present so fazzy. "BErt J.nspite of this s'per-eritism ond

the fuzzinessrtlle need to ens{rre tl,lot .].eodere[.lip is genuineJ.y

occo'nto[:J.e to,t{re puhlic is certoi.nJ.y uricJe!.y occepted.

T[re cliaf ters ond pronoters. of the constitqrtion proposed

by the moj.oE'ity 9f' the mornhers of tfre CDC c].oirn tl,rot one of lts
inerovot'ions- opd.. merits ore i,ts provi.sion f'or pub.Lic oceountobitityr
Tr'"e$f.,..1,T:,r.1,,r:":.d to incJ.ud.e rhe ombudsmon-rype institutiong, '-

,."ill'-* r, '*"- ;. .' s ' "

the code. of co.nduct;. fhe speci.Fying of' objectives and Directivg 
.

Fri"nci.pJ'es ond. the restrictions on carpet-crossing in [ogisrot.ure!,
',;

in th'is- droft c.onstitution. Tfl,re debote .has however centrecl 
,

orousrd t['le issr're of, whether a specj,f'J.c provi.sior-u Ea"roronteeinE
freedom., of the press is necessoFy i.n order to ensqrre pubJ.ic

occountqbiJ.ity. And qlso on urflret[,,er o poruerfr.rr executivg
presidentr especioJ.J'y one whose nri.ni.eters sillou.l.d not he etrected

menbeqs of the J.egisJ.ot{rres con in cr,!y woy be occogntohJ.e to !
the p,bJ.ic. Enlt not onJ.y hos t[re. u,roy tfre nojority of t[,le

members of' tfre cDC opprooclred the .i.ssue of purbJ.ic oc.countobiJ.ity
beerl verv suporficio-}, hut the debote itself rros ovoided bosic
issue.s. T[ris is nroin]y hecouse the dr.of't constitutionrw{ric{t
the goyernEnent is trying to irnpose os t[,le o'rJ.y or.ro on tho ogendo

of debote ris not intended to he u'rderstondqble or i.f. you .[if<e

occountobJ.e to tfire pubJ.ic. nts J.onguoge is pornpous, verbose,
ond obscure. rt i.s tortuous rcflokecl with innurneroble ond c'o$s-
referencec. T$le orrongements of its cnrapters ond section con hove .
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on}y one roti.onoLity - obscurity. rt is cleorJ.y not intendod

for the public to understond ond it is virtuoJ,ly untrons.l.otoblcl

into meoni.ngfuJ. prose or vetrse in ony i:iigerion .[onguoge.

Forhops tf'le oni.y woy the lJigeri.on puleJ.i.c con understond j.t - of,

of l"eost whot it hos i.r'l store for them - i.s i.'iF it i.e mcclo into o

televisi.on serios .n i.[<e The Vi.1loge ;=leodenoster or ](uIiyo ,.iqnto

Sobo. In thi.s seri.es nremhec's of'tfre eDC - luitfr on open invito-
tion to C[llief /iwo].orso os the most importont non-porti.oipont

in the drofting exercise - wotr.3.d be tho ootors. They would oct

or.rt the roles they ['love desi.gnecg for thersrseJ.ves os c[rief justlccs,
, r.1.

executive pn'esidents, exacutive vi,co-presictents, presidenrtiolly

oppointed rnini.sters frorn qn i.ndigenou's ethnic community of one

of' ttrre nineteen etotes, specioL odvi.sers, indi.geflous lonclJ.ords

with obsolute rights over thousoncs oF' ocres of,Lond, indigenour

shoreholders ond otfrrer epecS.es of indigenous porc$it'er:ond troding-

post oEents.

If the debote hos r.eetrIy tol<en off-ond without the pu[:]i-

tt cotion of our q.nternotive droft and o systenrotic Erose potrati'coJ.

educotion oxorcise it cannot to[<e of f ,- sorn6 f undornontol issueE

reloting to public occountotoi.Iity r,rou.l.d f,love heen roised. The

question: whot is the precise purpose onc,! ob,jective of' rncr!<ing

the leodership occounto[r.tr e to the pubJ.ic wouJ.d hove heen tockled?

Other issues Like urhot -is 'tlte pubJ.ic" or wfiro exoctJ.y constitutes
nthe publi.c/'whot does occoue"r*ol,:iJ.i.ty rneon ond of' whot leveL br

levels ore its operotion rneoningfuJ. given its defined otojectives?

would oll hove been Eroppled wj.th.

It i.s cleorJ.y irnportor:t to estol:J.iEh the prJrpose of grub!.ic
,

occourntobility. ;1rt the most i,mnrediote J.evetr its purpose moy be

(
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o oliche intended to preven* di.scussion of porticipotony

dou"nocrocy ond reduce it to on ernpty phnose, It j.s irnportonrt

to estoblish t[ti.e prJrpose even if some peop.ne dismi.ss the otternpt

qs tfraeonetico.L, ocodemic or i.deo.[istiaf .i.er t["lese hove heoome

derogotory words in discussions in tfi.ris countryros one i.s

supposed to [Tove no theory, to he nocl-ocoderni.c ond to hove no

icl'eotr s.

- rs the purpose of putaJ.i.c occountobility essentioJ,.[y to

prevent ci.qi.totion ond protest os,rd keep the pubJ.ic ciuite o6cl

pacified? 0r is'the purpose to mo[<e the pubJ.ic r.rnderstond whot

the leoders obe doing f'or tfrern so thot they ocn rnore ef'f.ecti.vely

f'olJ.ow ond suhnit? 0r is the purpose essenti.oltrxr to render

occor,rnt in the sense of profit or .tross of' pubJ.ic revenueo 0r

is the purpobe of' pubJ.ic occountcrbility to enobl.e the grubJ.io to

control tfire,gooX.s, t'roture, methods ond operations of o poJ.iticol

system on o perrnonent bosis througf'l o conrtinuous flour of info.rmo-

tion, disc,ssion orrd decisi.on in populor orgonso

But even if we answer these questions there is stin[ t[,le , .

issue of whot constitutes'nthe pubJ.ic,lo .:,I.1 typos of Lecderstrip

in soci.ety, with no exceptioil ox-G oocountoh.tr e in on@ woy or

onother to o puhrio. T[re issrre is,which puhtr.i,ee rt rnoy oonsist

of' the s[roreho.tr ders or boords of d j.rectors of the ]orge qnuJ.ti-

rationoJ. corporotions? trt r,lcy consist of the triiEerion bgreocrotic

ond busirress ogents of't[:oor^" TJi moy consist of o group or

inter-J.ooking groups in sorne institutions? trt moy consi.st of

tfire editotrs, stoff, contribute:.y, reoders ond ].etter-written of
newspopers8 Xt moy consist of o colJ.ection of church or r6osque

congregations?'[t nroy be o c]on or trihol usrion or some sucpr body!



3t r:loy" be on ofo! leoys ossociotionf nt rnoy he 3ust c, cJ.!.e1ue

crad trhei.n neturork of cii.ents ond ogents3 0ru'tlle puh[ic,,i:l6y

cbnsi.et ofi on incollerent connhtnotion o'F theeel Ttre poi.nt I om

i mc0<ing is tN,rat whoir we neec! i.s not riurs.b pubXj.c oceountobiJ.i..tyL
hur o c.reor ond pervosi,ve d$"SrefffH*iFr.,fS"3;fffJ/consisrs /
essentiaJ.Ly of the corllftlo!1 peop.[ed, tho expJ.oitred ond hurniJ.iot"]'

nnossos of peosonts ond woge-eorners. fn our dnoft constircution

thi.s comes out cJ.eonJ.y for uue defi.ne cJ.eorJ.y who the,Eovernnnent

slrouLd. serve ond he aceountoP:.Le'' foro It i.s nrade cotegor5,eoJ.ly

L c}eor thot tlie governnnent lros rio husi,ness [:een occountatcle to
the husiness ond hus'eocrotic oEents o'F tXte copitoJ.ns.t systern

or oay person wlro J.i.ves from the rniJ.f<ing of puhJ.ic func]s cncl

exploitation ond not'fror,r the proclucts o.f thei,r rnoteniol onc,!

snentotr Lohourr.

Ssrt it is not ontry estobJ.ishing cJ.eorJ.y the noturre o.F"the

pubric"r,rhicn is iirportont, .ic,uoJ.J.5, j.rnportont is the ncture ond

opercttion of occout'ltahiJ.ity" ir: pubJ.ic w[rich consists essenti.oJ.Ly

,".of peosont f'ornners onc! woge-eorners connot rna{<e o J.eodeg.ship'ror
(L

indeed onyl;odyroccourntohxe te it in o socJ.ety hui.l.t on tlle
privote ownenship onrcl occusnuJ.otion of ureoJ.t[,ri especioJ.J.y o

society on rrr[lioh thi.s privote oceurnu.trotion hy o tiny minority.is
corried on olnrost enti.neJ.y, tl'lrouEh the monipuJ"otion of' pgfoJ.ic

of f ice ond instituti,ons,

Im othes' words tlrrere ceriirn* lle genuine oeoolrntobili.ty in
o copito.l'ist society, tnore so iHi o dependent copitoJ.i.st society
Li'ke Fligerio. Thi.s is hecocrse the orrrnership onc! contc.o1 o.f the

bosic meons of existence rond, housinE, c"tro-[hing, f'ood, tronsport,
inforrnotion is centro] to occountohiJ.i.ty" xt is forei.oor. to

should
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pretend thot tfllose who owm oncl csntro]. tl.lese os' those wi,lo solrve

them con he mode occotintohLe to those r*ho tlove nothi.ng butr their

humonity, !.olrotrr or,rd neeci. trn orcier to l:ove pu!:J-i.c occounto[ri]ity

there hos to he d.;f.ris$.2f!*rrooooti.c soci.oL oincl econorni.c systerir \

througl'r the estollJ.islJament o'F cool:eroti.ves ond vos'i.ous 'Fonrn of

,' co].!.ectives. Tlnese oJrone cdn estohJ.i.slr the hosl.s of' genui.ne

pubtric occocrntohi.J.i.ty for they entnenc[: it wi.th negorcls '[o the

rnost hosic things ""A}lnu rnost bosi.c .LerreL. OnJ.y in o soo5.ety

in:w['li.ch co.X.J.ecti.ve otunens0'li.p one! osournu.troti.on is dorni.nont or,4

aJ.X. pubLic institutions ore cJ.ecrJ,y ond unor,rbiEuous.try oeporoted,

from privote or,.rtrers['rip ond oeoumu.S.o'bioar of rrreoi.th ce!,I pub]i.e

occourntohiS.ity be ossured" i'his type of sooiety wouLd [:rJ.ng

obout.genuine democrocy, i.nclependenoe oncj seLf-re.ti.once onel

loy the essentio.l founclotions for socio.].isrn.

One connot deal uri.r?i'a the isst,e of puhJ.ic occountots-i.J.aty

i .L.r-. -!Lrt n . tl:e.qLtegnqtj.veseriours.S.y ond honest'J.y r,rithourt roising tire issr.rb"BtptbEtfiS"AhE

economi.c system ond orgloni::otionr whi.c[r j.n the contennporary epoch

invo.l.ves the decision obout copitoJ.i.srn onci sooi.otri.srn. It is no

use pretendi.ng thot these ore o.trien, ['b i.s oJ.so not use'fru]. to

tny ond hide [:etri.nd on5r of the univenso]. r'eligious qnd pretend thqt

these distinctions, tl'lose cJ.eor cut oJ.ternotives l:etweem co.LJ.ectivist

ond individtroList forrns of soci.oL and ecoclomi.c orgonizotion do ngt

exist. Xn conterinpordry ;'i,fricc trhe c['loi,ae i.s cleor becouse t[,le

olternotive to cooperotives, eolJ.ecti.ves ond soeio.[isnr is not

ond connot be some fornr of incJependerrt inalividuaList syste-irn o*r

oopitclisnn. It'con on.!.y he further dependence ocld incorporofion

cls sotes.Lites of' tfre i{esterrr copitotr ist systenn, The iseuo. of

pubJ.ic occountot:iJ.i.ty in tX,lis countny for t['le present oncl tfire



L 7

future I'ros r?o be exomi.neci f.3,,ti|i8*i" .Ieve.3.s mre] seen j.n ite
furnclonnentotr context. iJe connor!' rec}J.y ofiforel to woste time on

thie ond otiier such "i.ssue, ui.rrlr pratenoe ond doubJ.e-to.I[<.
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