
I Irs?Bg,# ftresday November 7, 20.17

r\I nI

lrlvw.guardian.ng
I r lllr rrEr!

Guardan Niguia " Ararenil[arfr tr GuadarriFh :!;Gmrdrr ]tGtia - CUPSIZSS

dvecontributiontothe The Russian Revolution_and &is is often
fion, is known as demo missed o tten - started in Petrograd

with wo demonscration on lgtT's

Recalling the Russian Revolution
By Edwh Mdunagu

THE aim of rhis condensed article is not to
I invire readers to join me in remembering

thelateSovietUnion Rather, rheaim is to re
call rhe thunderous birth, a hundred years
ago, of astate wtrich put wwlcC powtr and
trafl.sm on the agenda of global political
conrestation, a mighty revolutionary event
which sha.rplydranged the course of wodd
hiscory But I arn recalling that event not noe
algically I am recalling the birth of the So
viet state for the enduring lessons which its
7 *year hisrory offered to humankind, les
sons dutare contin ually been renerred and
expanded espedally for those segrnents of
the young generations aiming
than dreaming o{ transforming
into a more human, humane, egalitarian,

nd happier

capital,Fet-
fighting in

and sailors were involved. The proclamation
was issrred simultaneously by nvo centres:
the revolutisnary high command and rhe
Fetrograd Sovfet (Delegates' tusembly) cf
Workerq Peasans and Soldiers. The revohr-
tionary high command was rhe Centra!

peace, the abolition of rural a
lord ownership, workers' co,ntrol over pro
duction and the establishment of Soviet
power - this cause has now been secured.
Long live the socialist revolution of workers,
soldiers and peasants". This was followed by
another resolution of the Sovieu the ficrma-
tion of a Provisional RevolutionaryGovern-
ment, headed by Lenin, to govern the

a summary o
'Thecausefor

ernmentwas to be knownas

peatedlyaskedin the
by revolutionaries,

r forgo
men's

POWer,
istoric

porrer strugte between
fused and oppornrnistic

is, "peace wifhout indemnities, annexations
or reparations'.The more administrative ac-
tions taken duringthis period induded the
change of the Russian calendar to coEre-
spond with the Westernversion-wtrich, for
instance, changedthe date of the revolution
trom October 25 to November Z - and the
movement of rhe capital from petrograd to
Moscow t9 prorect rhe regime and G head-
quarters from counter-revolutionaries and
forergn invaders.

For the next five years, (r9t7-t922), the rev]
lutionary socialist regime confionted all
sorts of turbulence inCluding counter-revG
IutiorU civil waq foreign armed inrewentions
and hmtne. Ir had to insdnrte an economic
prograrnme now knortrn to the world as \,trar
economf. Evennrally, in 1922, having freed
all dre nations imprisoned in Tsarist Russia,
the government was able to announce the
establishment of a new state, the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, or USSR, on ner^l
foundarions. A new consdnrtion appeared
rwo ),ears later, in 1924. A critical anicle in the
1924 Soviet constiturion was the rtght of each
constituent republic, including Russia, to
selfdetermination up ro and iniluding po
litical secessioru For the enforcement ofthis
right-to be practicable. the country was stnre
nrred in such a way that errcry con$inrent re
public shared borders with at least one
forergn country. In other words, no con-
stituent republic was enclosed bythe others
The enduring lessons which historyhas or

rracted from the r9t7 Russian Revol[tionriB

principle, its distin,
theory of organiza
cradcsrtnallsm
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Ihe NovemberTproclarr ration ended with'Women's Da)/. BetweenMarchgwhenTsar
f the revoludon's manifesto: Nicolas II effectively lost his th rone and caP
nfrich the people have fougfit, ital and NovemberTwhen the Bolsheviksas

namely, the immediate offer of a democratic sumed what the world witnessed
nd urbanland- was a h and classic dual porrer and

half-heaned, con-
reformers and de

the world
at, rather counrry undl the inauguration of an AII. and a

Russian Congress of Soviets.

termined and singleminded
rcvolutionaries.
The Russian Empire whose seizure the Bol-

shevik revolutionaries announced from a
secondary school in Petrograd was a
terrircry covering onehdf of Europe
third of Asia. The empire was a study

in tyrianny,autocraryand police state. From
thereign of Tsar Peier the Great in mid-t8e

The new gov-
the Council of

girls'
huge

the Rornanov family,
aschool formenally

democraric and, hence, safer a People's Commissars" This twin announce century unril the Russian Revolution theplace forall ics inhabitants. ment- the proclamation and the resolution State was, as historian Alan Moorehead PutOn November7,tgtZ the largest and the -w.lstheo ofwhatanAmerican it, like a ?rivate domai& a country esate of,pening,
n Reed,

mostautocratic and backward state in Eu- nalist, foh Iater called the tenrope, the Tsarisr srate of rhe Russian Empire, 6atshooktheworld

jour-
dap orperh
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rary the
'officials

apsiustsimply
rdchildren. Be

arrny and the

ceased to exist lts definifive overt:hrowand Oneof the questions which have been re neath the Tsar there were three great insti-abolition were proclainred in the
rograd,after nvo days of srreet
which wortcers, peasan ts, s tudents, soldiers counter-revol utionaries and

Iastone hundredlears tutions: che bureauc
non-revolutionaries, Holy Synod, and the within them

revolutioq and ir is nrcd by the slogan: "Power to r
were caP

he people,

ately notice the absence r-r[ issues such as the
role o['imperialism and "wrong" economic
srrategies and prlicies.'they are missing be
cause thev are effecrs and results ratherihan
causes. ttt y yalyses and propositbns will be
sketc hy a nd will merety inditate areas ntlerE

liberal trutlr were tightly organised like ants in an ant-
seekers alike is this: Was what
Petrqgrad on Novem
oran innrrrection or

fur 7,1917
rappened in
a rerclution

hill. The peasanm were ruled
who were responsible to the local governor

by the police

a variantof the latter? who lvas responsible ro rhe Minisfer o[the
LeonTtotskyprovidedan answerin his:-vol- Interior urtro was responsible to the 13ag and

Htstory of the Russtan R6,oludon: theTsarwas responsibleontyroGod".ume
hrmed insurrection stands in the same re Erupting in the fourth year of the FirstCommittee of the Bolshevik (majority) fac- Iation to revolurion that revolurio D as a WorldWar,theRussian Revolution can alsofiQ4_qf t Le"tr4arylst Russian Socia I Demrr

be seen as having sArted in r9O5 when as incraric Party headed by Vladimir Illych nhen accurnulating quantiry rurns wrth anUyanoq a 47-ye$ old professional revolu- otplosion into quality.*" I may explain fur- wnrsened the peoples'material
iVrur lopsi l/
conditions

on for 8 months (specifically since leading roles in rgos simply urentplayed
backro8, I9l7) and which gave birth ro the in their pmts in l9t7. The todaypolitical

sunecdon carretoporrer.Folitical por.veris actions that "shook rhe world'

later, in
erthree

mmedi-
dona4l a genius in organizarion" tactics and then Errcryvictorious revolution ends in an and deepened mass discontent and angerpensuasion known cotheworld as tenlrrThe insurrecdo& but not every insurrection is a against the Rarist autoc racy. Alrhough rheFetrograd Sovier was headed bya man born culminarion of a revolution. What ha1> t9O5 uprising was defea ted ir appeared rz

for the t9r?
as lev Bronstein - but known totheworldas pened on November Z l9t7 uas an insurrec- )€ars later as a 'dress rehearsal.Lolatffiky: a 3&year old romantic and or- tion by which a revolution which hed been RerroluUon. Several revolurionaries who
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through an in
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arorical face of the insurrectiort ft at brought
the rerroludon topower. The Bolshevik frarry,
thevanguard of the revolution, was a t ,ght'i
disdplined parry simulraneously a6ovl
ground qqd qgder;ground. lrs organizing achieved surrection. Freedonq Bread and Democratic Peace", that
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Recalling the Russian Revolution (z )
By Elwin MadunagP
f, f,Yanalyses and posirions will be sketchy.and will merely
IVlindicate areas where grace elTors were commirted.
Ideolog;n My main proposition here is that socialism or,
more strictlyand correitly, socialist revolution is npt and
has neverbeen in "compedrion" with capitalisrn in the man'
ner of two football teams, under the same rules, entering a

field of playto decide which side is stronger or better. No!
Socialism ii essentjally, in its Marxist conception, a theoret-
ical.and piactical revolutionary cpithue of capitalism, a to
tal critique - ideological, politi-cal, economic and cultural -
aimed at supplanting capitalism by dismantling it. S.qci.q!

ism aims at cieatingin entirely new world on entirely dif-
ferent foundations. [t can therefore notgo into competition
with capitalism cjn the grounds of capitalism-.

The socialisr critiquebf capitalism qmerge! historically
from the logic and-contradictions of capitalism..Having
emerged from the womb of capitalism, socialism became
rhe oniy..qrstem thaf can terminate its logiq, end,its contra-
dictionl and irrationalities, and abolish the exploitation

, which is its essence. Ihat is, dismantle it, H{lory has now
confi rmed that this revolutionaly p roces s wi I l, of ne ces siry
belonqand continuous.lthas tobe continuous because his-
tory his again confirmed that a revolurion will either move
forward oislide backward. Trotskycalled it the permanent
revolution. It is a continuous proiess \,vhose every SUCc€-S.:

sive stage is rooted in the preceding one andwhich can bnly
end in dre complete liquidation of class society." .

Democrary: Sotialism, as understood and advocate4 bV

Marx, Marxists and revolutionary socialists, is a hig!g.,
deeper and wider fonn of dernocrary not a negation of it.
Theievolutionary concept of democrary is lvhat has'been
called populai depocracy. But under class lgle: which cap
italism and early stages of socialisr rransforrnacion are -
democracyis acontraZictoryregime atbestand a false, de'
ceptive a nd cyn ical cla im a t worst. Revo I utio nary s ociali s ts,

' raihtr than d enying this, s h o u ld ad mi tri t, exp lain dhs ba ses

of the contradictions and measure the advance to socialisrn
by the degree to which tiese contradictions are resolved'
and impediments to full-blown democracy removed, in
favour of the people. Advance to democrary is also meas-
ured, in particular, by the way the revolutionary regime
Eeats its bpponents. fu Rosa Luxemburg, the marqrred co
fo trnd er of the Germa n Co mm unis t Parry warned the Russ-

ian revolurionary leaders during the turbulent period
following the revolution, polirical freedom is essentially
freedom for the opiponents of the goverrlment. Why? Be
cause, as she wrote from her prison cell in Germany, "gov-
ernment supporters already have that freedom". And for

<

revolutionary soci al ists, the horizon of dem ocracy extends
from the poLity and the potitical parties to the political eco*
omv. eender relations and culture-
nre i.liuonat Questioru In the years fotlowing the tso5 up
rising in Russia, but before rtre rgrZ ttevolution, Eu-ropean rgr
oluti-onaries of Marxist persuasion vigorousty {ebated the
national question. Ttre-concrete question before revolu-
tionaries especially those of Russian, P9!i9h and German ori-
gins can beput li[<e this:1What should be thq pladorm of
ievolutionary parties sruggling for workers'power and so
cialism in countries vyherethere ai'e oppressed nationalities
fighting for autonomy or indgpendencg?" ' , .
T[ree broad answers cau be articulated fromthis debate:a
debate which was not only acrimonious but often birter. I
present them in the ordei. of their complexity. The first is
sirnply that selfdetermiuation stmggles are by nature and
defifuhon reactionary and should therefore be opposed by'
revol utionary movements fi gh ting for socialisry. The se "cond
broad rcsponse is that revoiutionaries should suPPort na-
tional unity but assudng minority ethnic nationalities that
the victoryof socialist rivolution - by removing capitalists
and ethnic chauvinists frorn power-would create the con-
dition for achieving freedorn and equality for all nations and
peoples. History has definitively falsifi ed and discredited the
hrsfposition and consigned it iothe dustbin.The second po
sirion, as it stands, has becorne mechanical, that is, undi-
-alectical. And history has made'- it progressively
unconvincingbecauSe it has not stood the test of actual his-

tionary socialists to treat all political questions concretely,
that isf not abstractly, but with the conscious ness of ti me and
spage. Thi s wa s what Leni n called the categorical impe rative.
The second line was that Marxists and revolutionary social-
ists should, inprinciple,,endorse and upholdthe righgof na-
tioQf and peoples to-selfdeterminarion yp to and including
th e'-ti gh t fo potiU al :sec 

e s s i o n. Th e-thi rd I i ne -was that wi$-
out piejudice to the second [ine, revolurionaries fighring for
socialism were obliged to support their comrades in op
pressed narions figliting for both socialism and national
unity, that is, narional uniry under socialism.

But suppose revolutionary socialists in an oppressed na-
rion arelptit: one side supporting secession and the other
supporting nariornl unity?This is a real-life situation where
the demand for concrete analysis of concrete reality be
comes srronger. The analysis should lead revolutionary se
cialists to a polittcaldecision - a polirical decision thatgoes
back to the fundarnentals, including the proposition that

torical experience.lt has to be reformulated. :

Tlre third response can be separated and stated in three
lines. The first line was a warning to Marxists and revolu- cluded the det'eat of communist- pqrty goveEnments by es-

sentially anti-socialist forces in eastern and central Europe?
My summaryanswerhere iqintwo parts: First, lhitthg mon-
umental setback were the cumulative results of huge errors -'

commirted by socialism !n the three dialectically connected
a reas of i deolo gy, dem ocracy and the nation al que Stion. And
secondly, th at what happe ned, rather than being a "de[eat" of
soci ali sm=as a lo gi cal historical proieci was sirnply a. de$qi-
tive and categorical verdict that socialist sr.nlggle against
capitalism can no longer proceed along the path defined
principally by the rraiectory of the latter SovietUnion. The
search for a new path has been going on across the globe. No
one can saywhere the new rupture will take place orhow it
will take ptace or when it will take place. ln 1917 the rupture
took place not in Germany or England or France, as "ex-
pected", but in Russia, the most baclsl/ard country in capi-
talist Europe.The new rupture maytake place anyr,*rhere and
anytime on this globalised, but deeply endangered planer
Condrdd


