
f-I\ HE Abacha coup is justifiable by a patriotic cri-
! terion, considering the siruation on the ground

when he made the coup. At that time, Nigeria was
once more on the brink of disiotegration. A careftee
talk of confederation (i.e- diqsoluri-on of Nigeria) rent
the air. Separatist voices bgcame strident"and ada-
marlt, contemptuous of the country iself and very
ioud. The honour of consgruted authority lay in
shambles becalse large sections of the couirtry held
that authorit_v in utter contempt. A clamorous section
of the_press called for open defiance. To cap it all,
the old secessionist warlord had th( temerity loudly
irnd persistently to resume his secession adv&acy. 

-

One rnust give the devil his due as the saying goes.
Sani Abacha was a Nigerian Army oflicer during the
civil war, fought in that war and was lucky to be
alive. How would he take another threat of disinte-
gration and civil war? Those who imagine that Ni-
geria can be broken up without war ari livins in a
fool's paradise. if theiiwish is paradise to thei. Let
me make it clear that if I were a mililaly sffice.
slvom !o fight for the oneness and tcrritorial integ-
rity of Nigeria, and a situation arose such that politi-
cians spoke and acted with wayward abandon about
dissolviog the country to the cxtent that secessionist
voices were once morc brazenly and persistently
raised, I would move to stage a coup d'etai.
A!19hals coup d'etat was certainly more justifiable
politically than the Babangida one ivhich did nothine
but effect a capitulation to doltar imperialism.
Wherever I have made this point about the stahrs of

the Abacha coup, all those who have listened to me
have readily granted the point. if the coup was a
petnctlc n:c',,o. They have argued, l-.:wcvcr, that
Abacha's coup was not mdivated by patriorism.

Signs of great storrns
By EskorToyo

Sorne argue that it was born of selfish motivest otberu
belicvc that ir was part ofa design for dominance by a
mafia or the selfish and spiteful-'bom to rule'elite'of
a section of the country. Still others think it was born
of. both rcrsonal and chauvinistic rather &an a patri-t
otic rnotive. It may be asked - and it has been asrca
- if Abacha's coup was prompted by patriotism, why
does. he want to hang on to office? What explains his
hostility to organisations of the people - iite raae
unions? These questions at ttE very least cast a heaw
cloud over patriotic motivation forihe Abacha coup.'

My argtment is that ttre situation itself was sulffi-
cient to call forth a patriotically motivabd roup
d'etar,even if Abacha ai a person *as not so motivai-
ed. In other words. the coup was politically called for
by the bebaviour of the politicians, including Babang-
ida as the chicf milita* dicutor-politiciariand M&
shood Abiola as his fri&d and coilaborator from the
very start till their parting of ways when the ambitions
of_'very good' friends clashed .:r the very end of
Babangida's rule. The point we are emphisising is
that if.we suggest that the Abacha regirre-should luit
immediately in the way we have put forward, it is 

-not

because we consider the coup itself uncalled for bv
qrything. It is irresponsible f6r rribalistic, petty, self"
ish, unpatriotic. Uncle Tom. and ambitious politicians
to keep talking with abandon about dissolving the
counrry as if tiris counry is as empty of patriotiCm as
their own hearts arc.

Even_ if the Abacha coup was calied for on patriotic
grorrnds. he has overstayed the iustification 

'alreadv.

The crisis &nt brought liis rceide to Dower has loris
beeu over. The Zik--Cowon C6nfercncL and the overl
whelming reception given to the tone-setting submis-
siom of the present Speaker at the conferen& (which
was repeatedly carried on television) went a IooE wav
!o lweep away the storm of disintegration whicf, wai
gatkring on all sides prior to the conference. The
atrachment to thir beloved counW by the vast maior-
ity of ordirrary and conscious trtiglrians Fmveb a
stom wall to th buffets of the 'Niseria to hll'
crocrd. Abacha's own subscqrent effoit to distance
his rcgime from that of Babangida and to involve all
parts of thc counury at high le-vels of governance in
spite of ethnic and regional chauvioists-has helped to
rcstore the commitment to tackling the proble.ins of
the country on the basis of one Nigeria. -

To my mir:d, his own role iri this return to one
Nigeria is a positive and major contributiou by Cen.
Abrcha. He ihould have left-as soou as that role was
played. Civing the appearance of wantins to hans on
to office endangers th6 wobbling togetheiess thaihas
been restored. The now wideipread belief that the
coup wils selfishly motivated to begin with, aod that
he sants to hang on to office for selfish reasons or in
the service of higemonistic rntercsts in a part of thc
coudry_ is already exacerbating the aUnosihere oncr
aBafu. It does not help matters to sec klvetcraE ene-
mies of the rcgime hiciing behind every rustling leaf.
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