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BEG the pernussion of The Guardy

on dedwgeracy. I embarked on the
ﬂashcs 0! dcmocracy i oxdﬁr ¢

thinking he is a
, most bubble-

deﬁmuve content of dcmocmcy is
the power and authority of the people and
service to their interests by themselves.
Democracy is counterposed to the power
and authority of a minority of exploiters
or oppressors of the people or the power
and auvthority of various masters over
them masquerading as scrvams of society.
Like dictatorship, autocracy, slavery, feu-
dalism, capitalism, federalism, unitarism,
populism and other social arrangements,
democracy may exist in many forms. In
tact, Jocking back at experience since the
days of the Greeks, it is fruer to say that
democracy has been struggling to exist in
various hostile social atmospheres than
- thai it bas existed. The hostile social at-
mogphere arises from the parasitism, dis-
crimination and oppressive inequality of
all hitherto existing class society. Wher-

Socialists on democracy

ever the state has existed, society through
some 6,000 years has been m\anably di-
vided into a rich, big-propertied minority
and a sprawling majority of poor, proper-

‘tyless or nearly propertyless majority.

Where money is king, as under capitalism,
the monied men dominate the staie.

Where land is king, the janded gentry

dominates the state. This is so, irrespec-

" tive of the forms of organisation of the

state which are capabl€ of endless, and to
superficial - observers, bewildering varia-
tion.

From the beginning of their movement in
the third decade of the 19th century in Eu-
rope; the socialists the world over have
never limited the concept of democracy to
what the capitalists or their propagandists
mean by it. The socialist conception of de-
mocracy is more extended, more pro-
found, more authentic and more appropri-
ate for modern industrial society.

Dr. Toqueville, one of the keenest an:.-
lysts of American politics, noted in his
book, The American Democracy, that at
the time of his observation, that is, in the
19th century, the American people valued
equality even more than liberty. It is the
socialists that have coatinued this accent
on equality. They hold that universal
adult suffrage alone and a government
somehow elected do not necessarily give
us a full or genuine democracy. If the
country is actually commanded frem day
to day by millionaires, or if a society is
divided into industrial, commercial, finan-

By Eskor Toyo

cial and agrarian iasters and wage or sal-
aried slaves, the ienn ‘democracy’ is
wrongly used to describe even the politics
of such a regime. Because the socialists
retain the idea that a genuine democracy
requires real equality of citizenship, neir
conception is more profound.

The socialist conception of democracy is
also more authentic because it centres on
the power of the people, and ‘the people’
are here conceived clearly and rightly as
the working people of various categories
as against a privileged minority of exploit-
ers. Socialists recognise the reality that
basically social power derives from prop-
erty in the means of production and ex-
change which are the physical means of
life. No honest or knowledgeable social
scientist today can contest this fact. Quite
ciearly, the pecple may enjoy the right to
vote at elections but may lack power.
Therefore, a conception of democracy
which tackles the question of power at its
root is more authentic. The people cannot
be said 1o be in power when the ownership
and control of production and finance are
not theirs.

We have said that the socizlist concep-
tion of democracy is more valid-for a
modern industrial society. In capitalist so-
ciety, it is not a landed gentry of kings and
nobles that dominate, rule over and ex-
ploit the working people. Rather, the latter

are dominated, muled and exploited’ by
masters and overlords that own and con-
trol modern industry acd alk the agricul-
ture, transport, trade and finance con-
nected with it. I the epoch of monopoly
capitalism, to say that the 'coupiries of
Western Europe and Merth MM und
Japan are democracies is & misuse of
words. They ars rather: monopoly-
capitalist phuto-electocracies. Until mod-
ern industry and its financial and commer-
cial concomitants zvz owned, managed
and controlled by the working people who
constitute in all countries more than pine-
tenths of the population, whatever politi-
cal system exists cannot be rightly called a
dcmwacy,dnhs,amg:meofpooplcs
authority and power.
Lctusnowspcﬂoutwhatwemeanby
saying that the socialist conception of de-
mocracy is more exiended. First, let us
take the so-cailed purely political sides.
The socialists envisage a state where the
working people are very much involved in
the running of the state not by voting for
others but by standing clection and being
voted for. They enmvisage a parliament
made up of the working people who €njoy
the time to go to pacliament -and have no
obstacles like money, occupational posi-
tion, or ethnicity operating against them.
They also envisage a regime where the
working people serve in various commit-
tees and commissions runnisig the affairs
of state. They envisage frequent consulta-
tions with and the direct running of affairs

of the state by so-called grassroots organ-

isations of the working people like tradc.

unions, co-operative socicties, profes-
sional bodies and communes.

Still on the political side, the socialists
envisage that to begin with the ruling
party or alliance of parties exercising
power are parties of the working people
rather than parties financed by and actu-
ally serving the interests of parasites but
claiming to represent the people. Further
still on the political side, the socialis*s en-
visage that the armed forces and the civil
administration serve the people and can-
not be used by any parasitic interest
against the people. For instance, the So-
viet Red Army was, and the Chinese, Cu-
ban and Vietnamese armies are people’s
armies — pure and simple. Their charge
is to fight for and defend the working
people against all exploiters. They are the
last defenders of people’s power.

Further on the political side, the social-
ists extend the concept of democracy to
faw, law administration and the rule of
law. Law under socialism is meant to
serve the working people and no law can

. operate against them in the interest of any

exploiter. In the socialist concept of de-
mocracy, not only is there the rule of law,
but the state also offers free legal services
to citizens who need them. The cost of
litigation is brought within everyone’s
reach. The rule of law is greatly para-
iysed where there are bureaucratic and
chauvinistic privileges as well as a high
cost of litigation.

@To be continued. Prof. Toyo teaches
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7 E have been concerned with the political
side. Socialists extend the concept of de-
mocracy to the economic side and regard this
with the great seriousness it deserves. Social sci-
entific analysis between 1850 and 1890 demon-
strated the enormous importance of economic
power for everything in society. This analysis did
not exist before the electocratic notion of democ-
racy which propagandists for dollar imperialism
carry in their heads. It did not exist when the
main elements of government in the United
States, France, Switzerland and Britain as they
are today were being constituted. Socialists think
that to talk authenticall rg about democracy, people
must be equal owners of the country to begin
with. This means that land, factories, mines, en-
ergy. generating plants, transport services and
banks must belong to the people, that is, the
working people, to begin with.

If the economic levers of power belong to pred-
ators on the people, we camnot speak authenti-
cally of democracy. Democracy is people’s eco-
nomic and political power used by the people for
the people. Like its feudal, ‘Asiatic”, and pre-
capitalist slave predecessors, the capitalist econ-
omy by its very nature as a predatory system vio-
lates the fundamental condition of a genuine de-
mocracy. By its nature, a capitalist state is essen-
tially a plutocracy. An exclusive focus on univer-
--sal adult suffrage and an electoral system has be-
come a means of concealing the reality of power,
which in capitalism is the power of a tiny preda-
tory minerity.

The economic side requires a little more exami-
nation. The socialists extend democracy to both
the right to work and the distribution of the fruits
ofwo&'lhenghttoworkddanotemtuﬂer

crpitalism. It has becomme nonsensical to speak of
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democracy in a country where millions are de-
prived of the means of living in order to save
profits for a few millionaire parasites. Where is
the citizenship of millions of unemployed people
begging for a job for months and years in a system
where thev must earn a wage as slaves of a few
capitalists even to survive? One-man-one-vote
means almost nothing in that kind of system. The
millionaires pile ail the economic votes perma-
nently in their hands, and these are the votes that

_matter every hour of the day. The real parliament

is the meeting of sharcholders of the capitalist
company, and in this parliament the vote is ac-
cording to shares.

Concerning the distribution of the results of
work, a country where the people work but the

-goods and profits produced belong to a few preda-
tors is the very opposite of democracy.. What is

done with the income produced by the people in
today’s capitalism is decided by the boards of di-
rectors and the top managers of large capitalist
companies. The people are wage slaves!

Let us leave the economy and look at the means
of control. Since the early 19th century, three in-
stitutions have gained an enormous importance in
the-decision-making process and political behav-
iour of people in general in contemporary society.
These people are education, the printed word, and
mass information media. When the constitution of
the USA, for instance, was made, formal educa-
tion was reserved for a few privileged persons and

1o one felt the need to educate women. The daily
press, the radio and the felevision did not exist.

Today, liiciacy and education in general are of

- prattle about democracy

enormous importance. The print and electronic
media have emerged as powerful instruments of
mformatlon misinformation, manipulation and
control.

Today, it is ignorant or foolish for anyone to talk
glibly of democracy, not asking whether the same
educational chances are open to all citizens. It is
also ignorant or foolish not to ask who owns the
media houses. We know who owns and controls
the largest newspapers and magazines in the USA,
for instance. Ii is a few multi-millionaires. He
who pays the piper calls the tune. The American
people cannot believe what the newspaper and
magazine  czars and the goliaths of the film-
making industry do not want them to believe.

The consummate attention which socialiSts pay
to education exists for thive reasons. Education is
a cultural value which should be available to all
persons as a right. On the functional side, the edu-
cation of society is of great importance on a day-
to-day basis if the economy, the polity and culture
are to be built by the people for the people. Final-
ly, the equalisation of educational opportunities is
a powerful democratic measure. Under capltahsm,
full cmzenshxp is limited not anly by the pnvn-
xcgcu puaﬁii)‘l of Lapmulsw i Hic" cunmmy ‘bt
also by the parasitic bias of the education given as
weii as the limitation of educational opportunities
for those who are not rich. In short, where educa-
tion is of superlative importance as it is in today’s
science, literacy and information-based society, to
in the absence of the right
and access of &l rit=2ns to whatever educatic: is
available tmm be dismissed as careless talk. :

Let us tuin te the .cultural sphere in generai.
Secialists extend the notion of demwocracy to the
enjoyment of the fruits of culture. In their concep-
tion, the highest culturai creations of society and
the enjoyment of leisure should not be the privi-
lege of a few predators and their iackeys while the
people toil or languish in unemployment. Wher,
for instance, theatres, novels, music, holiday trav-
els, etc., are made so cheap that a man who works
normally hard has the income to enjoy them and
there is full employment, then they have been de-
mocratised. Science is democratised when schoois
that teach what can be popularised in science are
not inaccessible to the majority of young people
because of financial handicaps. A most important
aspect of democratisation under socialism is the
determined effort to do away with racial and ethnic
discrimination and to equalise cpportunities be-
tween men and women. It is of the highest signifi-
cance that the great Paul Robeson could stand up,
as he said, erect and with his head unbowed only in
Moscow, the pioneer capital of the socialist revolu-

- tion.

We need to point out that nothing in socialist
society exists on a platter of gold. Socialism is an
effort to realise those aspects of humanism and
democracy that are possible in modern conditions
but not realisable under capitalism basically be-
cause it is a predatory master-and-servant system.
The deepening or extension of democracy requires
revolutionary and humane- struggle-all- the time
against any manifestation of selfishness or parasit-
ism. There is no question of a heaven without so-
cial struggle. Mankind fought strenuously for and
sacrificed a lot to win even bourgeois ebctocracy,
notwithstanding that as democracy it is inauthentic,
especially today.
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