
TI{E CUAROIA}{, Monday, February 23,1998 Psge 49

BEff tlrc pirrnission ol f,llre
to round up rny.$€ries of

I embarkcrl oo
il order

educate a
must

tirc flimsy

of

of

glo-alists
wcdd,

to lick ire boots of dollar
tlut win those filthy bouts

ir

anotrrd
thel3rt

it mo$t
Parasilcs 4nd

Like dictat,rrship, autocracy, slavcrl. ieu-
dalism, cnpitalisni, federal isr,, unitarism,
ilopulism aad otler socisl arruugements,
democracy may exist in rnany forms. In
iL*, Icoking bart at experience sirrce the
da,vs of rhe Gr*.cks, it is tuer to say that
democracy has becn struggling to exist in
v*rious hostile social atmospheres than
that it has eristed. The licstile social al-
moryherc arises fmrn tlre parasitism, dis-
crimination acd opp:essir'e inequality of
all hiS$)nfl cxirting class society. Wher-

evcr tlp statc hrs cxisted, socicty thrrough
some 6,000 ycrs hrs 66n Invariably di-
vidcd into a rich, big-propcrtied minmity
and a sp,rawting majuit, of poor, glper-
tyless or mdy prcpertybss malrity.
Wrere.moncy ir king, as undcr capitalicm,
the monied Inen dorlinatc t&e Btaie.
.Whcrt hnd is ki"g, the landed genrry
dominarcs the mare. This is so, irr€spGc-
tivc of tb fcms of organisation of thc
stat€ which arc capablfof endlcss, end to
supcrficial oburvers, bewildcring varia-
tion.

Fmm the teginning of their movernent in
thc third decade of tbe l9th ccnary in Eu-
rope; lhc sociatists the wcld over have
acve.r limitcd tL conccp of demooacy to
wtnt tb€ ceitalists or thcir propagandists
mean by it. Tb socialis conce6ion of dc-
mos:tcy is mue extcoded, more lxc-
foud, more authcntic an<i rnore appropri-
a*"e for mod€rir irdustrial sociery.

Dr. Toqucvillc, orc of the krroest ani:
Iysts of A.rrcrican potitics. nottxl rn hi.r
W., The Anzrican Democracy, tful at
the tirne of his obsen'ation, that is, in the
lgth c€nfiry, thc American peopie valued
equality eveu more than liberty. It is the
yrialists that have c*ntioued '"his acrxn{
oo equality.'llrry hold that univenal
adult suffrage al<ine and a governmcilt
somehow elected do not necessarily give
us a firll or genuine democnrcy. If the
country is actually commanded fiom day
to day by millionaires, or if a scciety is
divid into indusffiai, commercial, finan-
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cial and aggarisn masters and wage or sal-
rricd slave,s, thc t€ffr 'rbrnocracy' is
vroagly ured to dcs{ribe cven Ere politics
c.f s.Jrh a ngime..Because the socialisrs
Etdn $c i&a th.t a geauinc
rgquicr rcaI €quality of citizenship, iak
conocption is moIE prcfsrltd.
Tk daialist corrcp$ioo of dernocracy is

also mote autbcntic becausc it ceDurs on
the po*rr of the pcople, alxt 'tbe people'
all bE€ comceived cleuly and rigttly ss
tbc worting pcoplc of various categci.s
as against a privileged minority ofcxploir-
eis. Socialirts roopis tlte rcrlity ltat
basizlly social po*tt dcrivcs fr(m pmtr
crty i! the mcans of poduction and ex-
cfiatrge lrhi.ft are thc pbysical rncans of
iite. I.lo bonest o knowledgeabk rccial
scieuis today can clotest this fact. Quite
ci"-arly. tbc pcople may enjoy th riglt to
vote at clections b$ may iack power.
Therefore, a conception of democracy
which tackles the questioo of power at its
mot is morc autheatic. The people cannot
be said to be in power wtpn thr owner$hip
.ond control of production and finance are
not tieirs.

We have said that the socialist concep
tion of deroocracy is more valid-for a
moderr industrial society. In capitalist so-
cicty, it is not a landed gentry of kings and
nobles'.hat dorninate, rule over and ex-
ploit the working people. Rather, the laner

are dominated, rulsi aad i.4ploircd by
maxc.rs aod ovcr{otds that cwe erxl @r-
tol mod*rn inCusry aod irll $c agicul-
hlr€. traasport, trsde rd fis5Dcc co{r-
ncctcd rridl it. IE thc cpoch pf rna,ryoly
capitalism, ro sry ttlat thc ;corrctrkB of
Westem Europe and H.jrth Affiric:r &trd
Japza are delr.ocr:acics is h miturc of
words. Tbey are rether, moaopoly-
capit list ptru{+elertocrrcies, Urtil mod-
ern iTxlustry artd itt ir.lsncial irnd comrncr-
cial conc<xrriuutt ara owogl, mrnaged
asd conuofied by &e worting pcople who
oostitute in all countries mse than oine-
tcnths of the population, whftcver pliti-
cal rystem exisu cannot bc riltttly called a

tlrat is, r regimo of pcope's
eutfuityrodporver. 
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Lct us qory spell out whuiwc man by
saytog that the scialist concpgion of &-
mocracy is more extcoded.,First, let ns
take the socallsl porEly political sides.
Thc seialists envisage a state *here drc
worting peoplc arc verJ much involved in
thc ilpning of thc state not b3 voting for
odcrs but by standing elction anii being
votcd for. ftey envisage a parliament
made up of the workiog people who srjoy
the time to go t() p*rliement ond have no
o,b$acle-" like moaey, occupaticnal girsi-
tion, or ethnicity op*r-ating against thein-
Thcy also envisage a regime where the
working people serve in various commit-
tees and commissio;';s runnirg the aflhin
of state. They envisage frequent consulta.
tions with and the tlirect runling of affairs

of the state by socalled grarsroots organ-
ieario*g-of the-wo*ing people likc trade
unions, co.operative socictios, pofes-
siooal bodicr ard cofilmunes.

StiI os the political stdo, db socislists
eavisage tbtrt to begin with ttc ruling
porty or alliancs of pertix exucisiog
fx]nrf are partiq of the wo*ing people
rettcr tt an palties financrd by id actu-
rtry aorving tbe iotrc$s of parasitcs but
dainiug to rrpf€s€ot thc people, tsurtlir
still on the political sidc, tlrc sociali;'s eo-
visage that thc amrcd fuces and thc civil
administration scrve the people and can-
Dot be used by any porasitic intctest
agaiast the people. For instancc, tlre So-
viet Red Army was, aod tie Ctincsc, (}i-
ban and Victnamesc armies alc pcoplc"s
armies - prrc and simple. Ttrcir chargc
is to fight for and &fend the working
peoph against all exploiters. Thcy are ttre
last deferders of Foplc's pow€r.

$urtlrcr on thc politkal sidc,thc social-
ists extcnd the concept of dsnocaacy to
lau, law administration and thc rule of
law. law undcr socialism is mcsnt to
serve lhe working people and Do law ca$
operate against tlrem in the interest of any
cxploiter. In the socialist concept of de-
mocracv, not only is there the rule of law,
but tlle state also offers free legal services
to citizens who need tlrem. The cost of
litigation is brought within everyone's
reach. The rule of law is greatly para-
iysed where the.re are burcaucratic and
chauvinistic priviieges as well as a high
cost llf litigaticn.
lT<, be continueil. Prqf. Toyo teaches
Eto*omics at the University of Calahar.
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mccracy to the economic side and regard this
with the great seriousness it deserves. Social sci-
entific analysis between 1850 and 1890 demon-
strated the enofinous importance of economic
power for everything in society. This analysis did
not exist before the electocratic Eotion of democ-
racy which propagandists for dollar imperialisrn
ccrry in their heads. It did not exist when the
mrin elem€trts of government in the United
States, Fratrcc, Switzcrland and Britain as they
are today were being constituted. Socialists think
$ar to talk authentically about democracy, pcople
must bc equal owne* of the country to begin
with. This mcana that land, factories, mines, en-
ergy gencrating plants, transport services anci

banls must belong to the people, that is, the
working people, to begil with.
If the econoqic levers of power belong to pred-

atonl on thc peoplc, we caotrot spcak authenti-
cally of democracy. Democracy is peoplcls w
nooic aod political power used by the pcople for
&e pcople. Iike its feudal, 'Asiatic", and pre-
capitrltst slavc prcdcesors, the capitelist ccon-
omy by its very nature as a prcdatory system vio-
htcs thc fundanental condition of r gpnuinc dc-
rnocracy. By its naturc, a capitalist state is essco-
tially a plutocraca. An exclusive focus on univcr-
ral adtdt sufrago andee cleLlord system hre bo-
come a mca[s of conccaling the reality of powcr,
wtich in capitalism is the power of a tiny preda-
tory miaority.
TLc economic sidc rcquiru a little more crami-

rrtioq" Thc socialists cxtcaq dsmoctacy to both
6c riSht to work ad the dietri:butbl of thc fruib
0f xd*. ,T!q rryht to wort docr not exist uadcr
erpiullss. tt hes beceu* nonsceical t$ .peak f

Socialists on democracy A) lrt us tuin to the "cultrrrai sphere in gencr:ri.
Socialists extend the rotion of detr!(rcra3y to the
enjoyment of the fruits of culture. In fieir concep-
tion, the highest culturai creations of sucietv ead
the enjoyment of leisure shou.ld not be the privi
lege of a few predators ar.<i their iackeys *hile the
people toil cr languish in unemployn"ent. Wher.-,
for instance, theatres, novels, music, holiday trav-
els, etc., are made so cheap that a man who works
normally hard has the income to enjoy them and
there is fuIl employmen! then they have been de-
mocratised. Science is democratiscd wh*a schrmi-c
that teach what can be popularised in ;cisncc ;re
not inace.qsible to the majority of young peopie
because of financial handicapc. A mo{t irnportant
aspect of democrati"sation under socialism i; thc
determined effort to do away with racial and ethnic
discriminatiou and to equalise cpportunities tr:-
hreen mer and women. It is of the highest signifr-
cance that thc great Paul Robesoo ould stand up,
as he sai{ erect and with his head unbowed only in
Moscow, the pioneer ctpital of thc socialist revolu-
tion.

We need to point out that nothing in socialist
society exists on a platter of gold- Srrirlism is an
effort to realise those aspccts of humanism and
democracy that are possible in modern conditioos
but trot realisable undcr capitalism basically be-
cause it is a predatory mastcr-cnd-servant systsm.
Thc decpening or extension of dcmocracy requiras
levoluticnery aad humnne. strugg,lo, all thc tirne
against any manifestatioo of sclfishness or parasit-
ism. There is no question of a heaven without so^
cial sfugglc. Mankind fought strenuously for and
sacrificad a lot to win even bourgcois el*tocray,
trotwithstsoding that as democrrcy it is inauthentic,
arpecially today.
tKmcfudeC. Prof. Toyo tercha Econmtics ur ritx
Ufucnity af Calabar.
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demorra<:'r in a country where millions are de-
prived of the means of living in order to save
profits for a fcw rnillionaire parasites. Where is
the citizeusirip of millions of unemployed people
beggfurg fT r a j,rb for months and years in a system
where thr y must eam a wage as slaves of a few
capitalists Bven to survive? One-man-one-vote
means almust sothing in that kind of system. The
milliooaires pile all the cconomic votes permi-
nently iri their hands, and these are the votes that
matter evory hour of the day. Thc rcal parliament
is the merting of sharcholders of the capitatist
conpany, aod in this parliament thc vote is ac-
cording to shares

Concerning the dbtribution of the results of
work, a 6unry where thc peogle work but the

'gmds and profits produced bclong to a few preda-
tors ir the vuy oppocire of democrecy. What iB
dmc with thc itrcooo producad by 6c pcople in
todry's capitrlism is d€cidod by the boards ofdi-
rcctors and the top e8lagGrs of large capidist
conpaaies. lte pcople are wagc slaves!

lct.us lcsve &e ecooomy and look at thc meaas
of ooa&ol. Sinc thc early tfth century, thr€e in-
stitutions havo gained afl etontr<x$ importaace in
the &eision-ankitrB p!:accris and political bchat.
iour of ponplo in gcneral in contemporary sociefy.
Ttare people are educatioo, tte prbted wonl and
mass informrtioo media. Wlen tb constitution of
the USA for instrncc, was mrde, formal edura-
tioo was rcecrvcd for a few frnvibsd persoos and
no mc fclt the nced to educats wofiEn. Tho daily
pcs*, the radio @ the trler.i$q dlt uot crisl.
Ibday, li;c.a.y urd etiucatht ln geffi{ ue of

eilofffrouS imporlarice. The print and electronic
rnedia have emerged as powerful instruments of
information, misinformation, manipulation and
control.

Today, it is ignorant or fonlish for anyotre to talk
glibly of democracy, not asking whether the samb
educational chances are open to all citizens. It is
also ignorant or fmlish trot to ask wto owns the
media houses We know who owns and conrols
the largest newspapers aad magazines in the US&
for instance. tt is a few multi-millimaires. He
who pays the piper calls the tune. The American
pcoplc cannot believc what the newspaper and
magazine ears and the golia&s of the film-
rnaking indusfy do notwaot them to bclieve.

Thc oonsumiatc sttention which socialfits pay
to education exists for tltr,e rexons. Educatiou is
a c.ultural valuc which sbould bc available to all
persons as a right. Oa the hrnaional side, the edu-
cation of socicty if of grcat inporuncc on a day-
to.day basis if tbe ecooomy, the plity and culture
are !o be built by the pcopte for tbc people. Final-
ly, the equalisarion of educationrl opportunities is
a powcrfrrl democratic rne&sure. Undcr capitalism,
F.rll citizenship is limited not cnly by the privi-
i . 
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aLrc by the parasitic bias of ttc c&rcation given as
well as the limitatirrs of educational opportunities
for those who rre not rich. tn short, wherc educa-
tion is of supodatiw iurprrtancc s it is in today's
sciencc, literac'y and infclrmetioe-bosed society, to
prattle about rianxrwy irr 6c abeencc of the right
and rocest of all n:i::m te lr1..?t6yc{ cdp;a*;.., ie
avaikble mtnt bo dismiiscd rs careless talk


