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Successive military regimes have proved no
better. Suirounding themselves with celebrated
intellectuals of supply-and-demand economics,
they have overwhelmed the country with plans
for placing the economy at par with the baron

powers. of capitalism.

And the intellectuals 'in 'question  have
dazzled their country.men with the profound
depth of their knowlege. Acquire technology,
they coumselled and there is no . difference be.

tween us and America!

This approach would have inveolved a great
many Nigeriang in the productive process and
created a pool of semiskilled” indigenes from

which a higher programme of industrialisation

would have drawn. That way, importation of tech-
nology would have implied independence from

foreign technicians that are now. flooding  the -
country, And the invelvement of so many people *
in production would have eliminated the: possi.

bilities of a vampire relation between a few lazy
Nigerlan contractors and the Nigerlan economy.

e

The Death” Throes
Of A Neo-Colonial Economy

NOT many people
know about Dr Osita
Nwokah of the Univer-
sity of Nigeria. the
man is a control scien.-
tist, patriotic but ho-
nest. -Sometime  last
year, he took the aca-
demic . community by
storin. © After a tedius
and painstaking study
of trends in the Nige-
rian economic and so-
ial systems, he fed his
data into a computer
which” returned a de-
vastating  verdict. ' If
current trends of legi-
timised dysfunction
continued, Nigeria
would collapse in 25
years!

Of course, the Osita
observation was greet.
ed with the contempt
it deserved. The pub-
lishing elite was too
bemused with the
massive show of con-
spiduous consumption
iround them to allow
Jsita  into the news-
papers, the man must
have been out of his
mind !

That same elite were
Ited  out  of their
irunken stupor at the
start of April this year
when news came with
the federal budget
that Nigeria  might
have to borrow to im.
plement its current
“development” plan.

When recently Com.
missioner, Joseph Gar-
ba robbed in the news
by disclosing that the

‘leakages, finally

search for loans hag in-

begun,  people
who ‘were ever aware
of Dr Osita Nwokah'’s
verdict began wonder-
ing whether the scien-
tist had not over.esti-
mated - the: resilience

of Nigeria’s neo—colo. -

nial economy !

And 'in down town
Zaria, Ahmadu Bello
University’s . Mahmud
Tukur attempts an in.
terpretation “of . the
frightening
“TheFederal- Military
government,  he ob-
serves, “has after ‘ade-
quately warning’  the
people o f Nigeria
through hints and
ad-
mitted, almost . in so
many words, that the
country’s -.coffers are
runping dry. Even a
yogi should be ‘realistic
enough to know that
this eventuality por-
tends a worsening of
the economic situation
in the country, a pros-
pect which in' turn
portends a deteriora-
tion in the economic
position of the groups
that make up the bulk
majority of the Nige.
rian population, that
is, the lower echelous
of the civil and public
services, - small time
shopkeepers, - artisans,
factory workers ' and
peasants—categories of
Nigerians whose eco.
nomic situation is al-
ready desperate.

‘scenerio.

“As yet there is no
sign ‘that there will be
a public .enquiry into
how Nigeria was‘ mis-
led into this pathetic
situation...... but. there
is bound to be a public
row (sooner or, later) in
the newspapers;..

the - ‘blame’ for. this
eventuality -as well ‘as
over the best measures
to be -taken to cope
with the situation”,.

But,no_measure un.
der ‘our ‘present econo-
mic formation, I argue,
is capable of saving us
from a systems-collapse.
The position is dictated
by the logic of neo-
colonialism.

Nigeria was abscrbed
into the world capita-
list system at the time
of colonisation. Our
position as a periphe.
ral component of that
system restricts us to
the role of primary.
products suppliers and
unplanned = consumers
of "' finished " 'products
from abroad( in fitful
periods of wealth).

The first indigenous
Nigerian  government
went along with this
formation simply be.
cause it (the govern.
ment) was the logical
result of a carefully
arranged  programme
of colonisation by other
means. That s, by
means of replacing
white - fore.man . with
black - Nigerian) - fore.

over-
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profound
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The': acquxSltlon of
technology with no po.

litical "base, ironically,
hag'proved the corner.
stone of - our: looming
economic disaster.
Contracts are awar-
ded lazy = Nigerian
middle-men who hurry

abroad to. share the
booty . with -alien con..

struction firms for the

importation of techno.”

nology. Heavy and im.
pressive equipment are

_daily “being, employed .
. on . Nigerian road pro.
jects, in port building,

in everything.

On the other hand,
the economy is being
drained - of

rian people.

The politics of tech.
nological’ development
within the context of
struggle against our
neo-colonial - position
would have dictated a
different approach. It
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creation of a commer-
cial (NOT. industria.
list) ~ Nigeria
geoisie.

“Whoever:

legitimised plunder
would' not ' eventually
lead to collapse = must
have been day dream.
ing. Henry  Fajemiro-
kun said his philosophy
is work, but for him
and the other mem.
bers of the commercial
class, that work “in.
volves little or no pro.
duction. It is more

- convenient to contract

for: jobs abroad and

root the country per. ' of
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in graphic terms. “We
have reached a point
where we' probably can
never . host - another..

tract for: FgSTAC: pa. i
pers.” In other words,
we have arrived at a
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