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The paper; Thq {9lsp_onq-il:i_1ibr o{ _po1i:}Se}_ S_g}rncg by Sam Oyovbaire,

defines the responsibility of 1>olitical science and presumably of political

scientists in Nigeri..1 Estai.lishinq the respc-nsibility of a whcle disci-pline

and an acadr:mic profr:ssion is an i-ir1>crtant excrcise, It is espccially

important when it is beinc; clonc in a country whose j-nteLlcctuaL life suffers

scriously from careerism and sycoph;rncy towarcls both intcrnal and cxternal

But cstablishing the rcsponsibil-itics of a scientific ciisci pline cannot

J:c done properly crn.i me.r,ningr'u11y. unless certaln ;lementary rcsponsibilities

of all - not just political - scj-entists are fulfille<i. it-,i" note is v.rittr:n
:

because of a concern that in this attempt to .lefinc the rcsponsibi lity of

political science (anci i,-nplicityly cif political sociology, polrtical econotTly,

political histcry, geopolitics, etc.) the iuriter has not carriecl out the

most elemcntary of the rcspcnsibilities vrhich :11 sciL:ntistsn natural, humap

and social, have to fulfiIl tc, c'ivrr t-}:eir analyses;nd r-iiscotrrse value as

scientific inclriry ancl not ju-st ',^rishfLil .isserti-cns anrl sugqestions. The

failurc to fulfill these (-'luncntary :'.n r. i;asic r(jsrronsiJiliti.s in this paper,

has such si-qnificant cons.:qucnc=si tc, thc a.rgltrnr-:rrt and thc conclusions that



)

they cannot be iqnored without runhin., the risll of concroning ccnceptual

and methoclological irrespcnsihilitl, for somc fc,rms of pclj_tic.:l r?science.r

THE lioST ELtrl'ii-NT/uR.Y RTjSPOI.,ISIBILITIIS O1,' .Ai,L SCIEI'ICr:

The elementary responsibililics of all scicntists vrhich have not

been fulfilled in this paper includc:

(I) Stating the l:eisis of thc funia.,mental assu.nptions on which
thc analyscs rests, inalci::r<r c:t ear whethcr thcse assumptj-ons
are arivecl at ind.iictivcly, dt:ductivcly or whether they are
norrnativ-- 

"

(II) Consistcnc), in th:: ciefj-nj-tion of terrns ernti the applicat1on
of c-:tcc,t-ir ics.

(III )

(IV)

(v)

Precise definition of thc central concepts especially whcrc
these clefine the very un:Lts uri.lcr str;cly.

Statinq explicitly che objective criteri.-r fc-,r any s\rstem
of categc.,risaticn and ckr;sificaticn

Ivlaking quitc cl-eLrr thc na.turc anrl scopc of the umpi-rical
evi(-ience frorn lvhich the inf,ercnces arc ,.lrawn anci brincling
out openly, th<: irnportant limitations of this eviclence and
the methor'l useci in coll_cctinq it;

I mij! r-r. n:
flr! l_! L I OF THE iTUNIJA-MiJ}iITAL A.JSUI1PTIOI\IS

The argunent madc in thc ilap€rr rests on a number of assumptions, which

are fundamental to it anci .on r^*ricli its v.:lir1ity anc-i meaning stancls cr falls.
Thcse assumptions arc z

(a) that policical scicnce can harrr: rtrsponsibrlities rcqardi-ng thc
nature of political systcr,:rs beyoncl aa;ilysing how thcse systcms
come into i--eing, operatc anci chrinc;c;

:
(b)

(c)

that the prime objcct o,f stucly in politic;,ll science is the state.

that policic,-rl- JCii-ncc can }i,;itimiscrsubv,:rt, scnsitisc or
socialise on it c-,wnrunr,:1iltcd to politic.tl pr;tcticcl

that the role of 1:o1itical scicncL- is tr-, scnsitise ano social-isc-(d)



!

(e) that th;re i-s .r meaningfur ciistincti-on in pclitical systernsbeti,;ccn schclar:s 
-an<_l 

actors;, vdth the formc": engaqeC inItschclarshipir atr<i rltc htt.r cni,acr,,i..i i n ,nrrr i ri nc ,

( a) Political Science anci Political Systems

' rt is elementary -ln all scienc* tlrat the basis a1<1 even nature of all
assumpticns have to be clearly sta''ttlcl, especially when these assumption are
widely contesterio fn the case of thr: first assunlptionl there are many

. political scientists, '6116i others, in mtrny other sccial scicnces, who cio not
accept that politicar sc:Lencc has a responsibirity beyoncl the analyses of
political syster,reor as some woul-,1 s--ry, pc,Iitictrl- bchavio.Llr, or just pclitics.
They assert that thcj-r rcsprinsibility stops at c.lisccvc-'ring knowledc;c, ;:nrl

the question how this knowlecigc r.:I:t,:s to others .rn<i tc society is not thcir
concern or responsibili-ty' They scc it as the ccncc{n gf those lvho want to
apply it. ltost- of the behaviouralists in u"s.A", for cxample, ancr the
numerous others i:asing ilremsclvcs on the techniqu...s of nathematical political
science, l-ilce thosc Birly Luciley par:acec arountl the rbadan university staff
Club ancl the CDc, holri this position"2 Tr,,cnty years ago,Co !{riqht t4i11s

sul:jected tiresc typr:s of social sci:ntists, among ctht-rs, to thorough criticisrn
categorising them as 'rabstract-d empiricists', but they continue to b.: very
pov'rerful in i'vestc::n Lrourseois, social science ancl flourish as pseirholoqistsr cxpcrts
i-n voting behaviourr fcr .."urp1,,.3 Thc .:ssumptj_on that poliiical sc.i ence r

has responsibility to soci-':ty lx,rs to 'lhq.lrc5or:c l:,e estabh-shetl on the basis of
i-ts theory antj methodran'j hor.r th,.::;c rcL:tc to sociaL cxistencu. in qeneral ,
and political practic': in p;rticuli:r" 'rhc assurnption cinnot just i-re .rsscrte4.
rf the assumption is nr:rmatively ricrived anc.l is thus a statemont cf the writers
values, faith an,li }:clief1th*n this h;rs to be stateLl.
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If, for reascns of space, it is ;:ot possiblc to state thi-s: thc1r rt refcrcuce

shoulcl be made to where l,i'ie basi,s .,r' thi-s assumption is establishcd,r by the

writer himself, or by sor,rcboriy hc aqrees rviti'i. Thr: statencnt'on i:.I that:

rsincr.' it malz l:e infe::recl tiiat thc.'se ',r'lrc have becn pre-occupieci
in this manner must J:e conscious cf the responsibility cf their
enterprispe to inquirc about th;1t ::es;ronsibility niay seem like

' ciebating a non-issueri

indicates that the wri+,e:: iS nr-;'; iiVelf oivrl.fe of this elementary requirtiient

of maki-ng clear lvhat '?responsibilityr? means for poli-t-ical scii:nce ln this

context" Oi course, anybody enca,,icr-! in the stuCy of any riisciplinc, or any

activity for that matter, has sr-.mi: ii-ie;r of wh.at h', is.:ngaqe,l inrwi:at is at

j-ssue is the ciefinition of this aciivity as it i-s dcne but as itnot only

should be cione" For this is lvhat r?responsibility" means, ctherwise there

shoulcl. l:e no point in writincl the pap::r"

(b) The St,:tc .rs Object

Seconclly the assr:-nptron th::rt i-}ic object of r:olitj-c.rl sciencc i; thc state

has to have its basis r:stai:,1i-she.l . 'ih': statement on p"I that:

rr1i1s el:rjt-rct of pcliti-cai- scir,r'IC\: in I'iigcriar as clscvrhcr*, j s primarily
the st.:tc - its chai--ct.r, s'tructr.rrr:s anr,i v;:lueso"" Thc r,',ai':-'r propcsi-
tion of ti:i-s oaper is t'ii:ri:fr:rc ihet F<''liLicel scicncc has the supreme
respct-rsj-bility tc-'cr;ncrplss]i:;,:1r:i--i:eri-y its pririary cbj'--ct r:f study,
namely the Niqcrian st.rte

is a mere assertir;n with lro sci-r-:nti: ic i-';rsi.s inil-iatsoi,rrer" Thc enrlirica1

evi<lence from which it ma1, iri:rre bt-.en rnfetrrecl is not inciicated anyv,rhere and

there is no inrlicatir:n tha.t j- L .:xists o i:,c: it canitc't ]lc a .l,iscriptiong of Wtrat

exists" T'h<: ceneral principles fron i.rhich it may l,atre L,'ect-r tletiucccl erc nct
a

mentitjnecirer a refcrcnce tr.: tir;. rnlr.,..: in some othif writinq" Nor d':es thc
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writer tell us its normative basis. So it cannot be said to be an eiffirma_
tion of some values and i,,eLicfs. So i.iley shculci a reader accept that the
object of politi-cal sci-i:nce is ilre state ..rnd not, say, inter<:st qroul:sror

crasses, or fairrilies2 This is leavinE asicle, presently, the sericus contradic-
tions in tire Cefinition of a "statr:,? alL over the paper. This is treated
latero

(c) Theory anci practic

?hirc1y, the assumption that 1:c;Iitica1 scj-r:nce can lcoitimise, subvert,
sensitise or socialisc on i-ts ownl unrelatccl to political practice is so

patently invalid that r:.:tt:r quote the actual state-m<,nt i-n the p:rper, let
it seems like a fabric:tion or ,jistortion" The r,uriter states cn page I and

2 that:

I'The essentra] rcl_e of prcli-t_ical scicnce is t<-, scnsitise ancl s,;cialise;it is not to legitirnise c,,r sulrvert" Th,.: lacter role l-.eloncis to therea}n of practical. politic* - tc; actcrs,,.d-ro may 1,,e polit:Lcians, rcqimc exi:erts' anci rt'ir'ol'utionaries, whilc i:herc i*e usually a supportive rcrationsjril:betvreen schcLars ancl a-ctcrs in th': forrn of ;'conrnittca 
".r..ior=il;;";;";;actors ancl schoLars takj-nq cnc) (sic) t'rom each othcr, tire iiistj-i,rctiverole of one must not be cc,nfu.s,-,ci r*,ith that c;f the other" The responsibilityof pcliticar sci'":nce iri a ttnivc::sl ty, 1u not the legritimation o:: subversionof a particuiar sociil syst,:r,, r,:gim,. cr s,.,t of rule::s; rather its resrron-

:::i*::l-:,,.;,,:-:::;:, i:he i:.it:,-,-u,:ficaric,n of thc ;;;;;,,";;;-;.,-"ffiil;
}-/qrdrrrcL.rs f-1- a sirclar or']er a.n,-- thi,r scnsitisatioir anil soci.-rl-isaticn ofits auclience to tht, bcnefits a*,i 1:rr<.;b1ems c;f achir-:vinq; 

" 
jr+- soci.rl orcl:r.In cLrrying its rcs;:,,nsj_bl1i-t1r i.,:iii:icaf screncij rnay unv,,iilinqly contributctc thc subverEi<;n o-r l-t:-itirnat:-,. ,_r .-.;r .r,intlr.rg ;1i;;-;_;"i;rr;;;;;;''the sccial rr'itr liut tl:is iiiusrt l)c ;ierlri ES i-ncidentar rather then themainstrc;rm of pcr-lit=c;l scj .-rncc. il - * *:""

Thc distincticn r;etr'reeri th.cry ancl practice Dut fc::w.1rc1 her:c raiscs the
issue of whether thr: vr::j-ter rtn, lcret:Llr.ls ':rveri thc: bart i-.1ercnts.a..iat ccnstitute
politics ancl politjca.r-;rctirrity, in s1:i,i:; o:f thc quotartions on this taken
from Aristctle, !'Ieber anci cn; r'J,:-,lin" i-.or, is it not ol.,vicus t}.lat lcnorrrJ.eclge

anc inform;,ition, on tircir cv;nrconsticute cr:uciar a.spi:cts cf .1r j*tcgiq-rlr



flworkins, politlcs" rs it not obvi,-,r-is tliat if soci.elisrtion herc means gettino
common nctwork anil systems of activ-ity in society, then it is in a way the

l:asis of alL p-ractical poiitics? rf these anst,.,:ri.s are in the positrve, then

how can any persoh engagr:ri in thc rccovery aflc ,liss,:minatic.n of kn<..wledge

about poriticar system, irolitical jrt:h;ivir:ur, political activity, etco, not
be an actor in a pc)litj,cal sy:;tcir r,-n;:.tcv;:r instituti,:n he may 5e in. This

assumption is r:sFeci;i11y su.prisinc; ivlicn the acti--ity c,f +-his schol.lrly
pcliticarl scientist involrrt,s I

(a\ the j-deritific:rt-ion of grl-..tt4r]-q jarailreters of a €r_,clal crcler, (b)

sensiti-sation ancl soci-ailisation tirv,rarr-rs jjrrs_t social o::cier" Hr:w can the very
clefinlticn of wh:t is cn..urinc in :- sl-;ir.l- s-rstc;., cn, I ,rrhi,t is iu:t, not hc

'jirectly rclatei to praclicil ,,irr:rlii_n;i, pr-,]itics" Is practigqr.f iivv,g_1rl<fnEir

politics only vrhen sornebciiy stanc.is ?r1 iL sn:p,hox askinq fcr vctes, or sits

. in a parliamcntro:: shccts iris'*;a.1i tc 3 53lio station? Isrnt v;ritins an artlcle
on J.+,i, :r cicf-ini nry -:ri e .,1 ,,. ?i-;rc 5=rt::-ilJ- perarLr'.:"Lers i,vithiil rtrhich. tr, asscss tfue siqnifi.cancc
and operations of Jlillill r p::acti clt_l_ pc,1i:ics?. Accc_.rdinU tc: ,r",I_rich li<-:finition of
politics is the writer making his ar,gument t]-iis timc? /rristotle, i,ji:,1rer or
lfolin? cr is this r-refinition. of prcctical-, ,,,ryorl<inrJ,, politics and the rote

fr.'r r ti:i:
of the schclar ccrivec inciuctivelly'risclir:1;r51y,' rc,lc of iili i\ilazrr'_, Iticha.i:ri

Sklar and J.:mes OtConnell in U,:lancir ln.i iiiqeric; or at le.__,st,vhart these
r?scholars?r choosc to cleline as .fl.,uir rr_,1-u,? Of ccurse, gie notions rtf

e



practical , rrworking?r politicso

l-n a. coun'

competitive cthnic mo,-iernisatlon, rhe inevitability of instability, the

the ,'rction Ggoup party, onJ-y ilum;iilinglyri q1fld inciientally relate to

It is not cle;rr really hcw thc r,triter can

that tht: very ck:fin-Lticn of i,,rliat constltutes the-q$"+'e1__ojqliqL

, i9 a,}',v.rys a live i:olicical issuer €lr/en i:f this is nc;t proclaimeC

daily in the heqdlines. l/hat relatcs more directly to practical political

epcch r^re 3-ive in, theu th+ conci:p'i:.ion ani c;cfinition of '

is a l_ uE! social orcier? Th:r writct's assuniptions on this may be the

- , -. ,:resu.].t oI thi ty.ranny of receiveti .par:.riign:"

]rr <i c f^n tinctiory'

his own lifc expcricnce. Thc rlj-stiriction br:tiveren theory anci practicc only

rel-ates to ,:i<:qrces of elabc.ration,

but not tc acr-ivity"

practical signific;rncc what varics is tlre immediacy of this" fn rnost cases,

it clirectly favc-,urs or nc;t., exj-s,;inq rulers, regj-m-js -;n systr-m" rrll- practical

thc political slr-strlm ldht-cfi irr: ii,.r,sc,i ':nd reinf(-)rce or unlierrninc cc,rtain

political values ancl thecretic;il pcrs;:cctivcs,r I; pir-1ht app,:r,--r convcni;nt

in conternp,lrary i'ii-q,:ria t. .-iecl-;irr that irssh6,].1rly" pclitical scicnce is ncutral

in practi-cal politics, but is cn1-y conccrni:d'".rit}t stability (endurinq p.:rarnetcrs)

and justi-cei it rnight ref1r:ct at a su;. rr,,.icial lcvel , its fack of .r *irect

relationship with certain fcms ,;f i-rolrtir:al activity, ]ike rotation of

nilitary Eovernors, ilermancnt secrctarics, or bu,jgcts, oi: cven e-!-ecti-onso
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But tlris/-surely not all practical iiolitics is conc<:r:ned about.rs the writer
w..ulLl r-Jliic l-f ti: rnrcr'.: tc' tr1. l:)il c'tnvinci sornr- electi,:n ca.nrpaign tcar:l

fcr r-xaml;Ic, that his cLncelrti-r . i whal is f.l.;1-,,1g1^ir.-.,, .-r.i, ;rir;st,, is nr,utral

in practical polj-tlcs, ancJ, c)nly ilrlx)r'ternt in "sensiti-si_ngn and rsocialisinE?r

,

them" The most

his audience. I{c rnirlht get sor,tc uitrcrqetta.l-rl e l.e cscnc in *worfujnEr! politi6s.

y no scientific b..isis at al-l"

inferred frorn e"mpirical evidence ancl thc general principlcs frorn v;hich they

ma1r bc: Ceciuced auc nc ivhere rnentionr:ll of ::cfcrences mar-le to

e i-s that thesc a-re r^rjlshful sugg.:sti-ons of thc w

IIA COI'IS

an3lyscs. ?his rclates tc thi c-l:c.--1.:1 .:f the statc ani to tjr,.: is:u.e cf thc

tiris touch on the notion

l-mporEec" ]-ri(:)o*c.

r will fj-rst clcal witl: thc ;laring' inccnsistcnci,,s of thc v.iriter ov,.r

Thj-s i ;,; a cttncept crucial_ tu thr: -oihclc argumcnt

cn tite r',apcr, r:n p"I

'rThc objcct of politicil scj-::tcc ln Iiir-er:i; r :is ,:lsc.rrhr:r,-,, is p::irn:rily
the stalc - .its charactcr, strr:ctur3afld valucso." the state like nruch
el-sc in tl-re iiigerian systcrn is li.n un.ierdcvelopr.:r_.i phcnomeri<.rn in tcrms ofits charactcr, structure anr-r ';a'1 Lreso Tirc rr,.-:jr:r prc;rosi*rion of this
paper is, thercforc thEt 1tc,1iij-ci,r1 scicrice i'iag th.: sulrrem(- r-sponsil;ility
to conccptualise properllr, its r).rinary ot;ject of stuciy n.rme1y the NiEeri::nstat-. r? -

this p;,per 1;ck iitry scicntific ni- ile 1.r-:t th,:re is a sericus 1,rck i.f ccnsistency

c\v.lr the mt-'aning c-f sorrlt.: ccitc:.::tr;::n. tltc applicaticn o.f sornc citcr;ori.,: of



tlnc oir p-2 he states what politic.ri science is ccncerned lvith:
tr.".";:clitics and i.Ls stutliz .-r.rrl Ccncernt::c1 with thr: nianaqcmt:nt
or pri:r,rction of public Co-6p,1s..1.1;ic,ri ancl c;:nflict lvith tl:c
desira::.le erft].^rl-6y111i311t r..,f or.gi.iriisecl uci,,,ej: in thc intertst cf mcreor less or all mcmber,s of a l.rc]i.Lical or,-lerom

From this second staterncnt rr:.lc-,rding the cbject of political scienct-. it
would appcar that the ulriter concrlivis tiic states as th:t orq;:ni-sr,-i i:o\rrcr

regulating tht affai-rs cf a scci,''t-y.is scmc pr:litical scientists ccnceive it"
on p"B he accuses the "nco-marxist/-si;Llqturalistst of m.rkinq:

?r"""no rlistinction between tlie ste..tc as the politiciil community,' as a regime or syst'-jm of iaws or as a set of rulcrs or authcritypatterns, n i'

on p"11 hu niakc:s the srmc accus.itiQn aqainst ilthc neo-marxist/structuralistsrr
for not makinq ciear r1istincticiis cv,.rr wl-iat thev mciln L-.y the i.iigcrian statc.
On p.L4 he makes thc stertcrnent 1:I.,;.rt:

ItThe nrt effcct of the political econorny hr,rs br-:cn the emerr;t:rlccof a lopsioed systcr:i cf sc,cial rclt-,tions betr,v:cn cn the oni- iranc,a tiny eLiie with accr:r:s tc v/<,:irJ-th, power anc.l sta.tus through the
nanlpul:1ti_on of statc apparatus orr,., ti-r" majcrity who clo r,.,t hor.his acccss " 

,,

This further cc'nfirms t}:t,:t ti'ris rvrj-ter conccivcs of th* stati, ;rs the org.urisecl

Irc/i,v,er regulating society o

Eut on o"17 he states:

"Thc J-mpcrtirnce of r:atir-,n l-r-riJ-dJ-iig as a rrsjr,:i:sir:ility- c-,f politicalscicnce is ttrt-- fulfilfuncnt lf tht'. jliclr.:ri-:,in natir:n.,,]- rrlject tc; narr-ifcstaq-'rinlt complex or-ltis the ',',,ili- of thc: st,rte as a politicnf contnur.lityto sr-rrvivc ancl ilnai-'l-c it';o strengi:hcn the l.-,oilr-is cf dornestic unity
anr-l of unity rvith ;rob1*ms of thc Acrican cr-;ntinent ancl its p,:oplc intho diasporaot?

on p,1B and statcs:

nfter this.:xcursir-.n intr-, thc,.li;rspcrra, ,i:hc i^;ritc.r. l:ctitrn_., to li-i,:i.<:ria .nd



10"

t'rts auci,-incc shculc b.: :;cnsitiser", ter the Incl:af foundati,:ns ani.1
moral rjurpLrsc cf thc scciirl c.-- *ar' in tcrms of costs as ',.,.rc}] as
l:cnefits if an1r" Io:: :xam;;1e , L-ii,.: ::iqhts :nc1 .luties of citizens
ccrnpel ... ccmraitm.:nt tc thc ii.i iiei:ren sl,ate as a polj_tic;,1 coir,rnunity
r,tl:hin ,.:L::-ch to .ler,r;n.* -t uit-:-lc .elloc rLir:n c:= r.-sr urccsoo.o,,

The confusion no'r,' intrr-cl.uc,: r fy itrc i^r::i tcr Cefining the stat.: q9l_ as c,rrianise<l

po\'rer with its apparatus rcqula.ting sL--rcicty but as a political cornmunity is

ccmpor-tncl:d by the Conr,l-,,tcly i .--'.. ,u- ,qt_.rt;r::nt cn l)a lg thi:t:

I'The l,Iigcrian stat- is a rnci.'ern state -in thc silnse that as of no'uv,
it is over and a]:ove 1-Le pr,:-l,uc-ie.nlian sociar orijers both in scale
and intensity.tl

distlnction between the state a"s a pclitical cornr,Lunity, as a regilne, or

system of laws, or as a sut of ::uli:rs or authority pattcrns? rs it'ti..:
st/structuralist', or -Ll'te vrrit,er? :,.:his confusion is caused

by the tyranny of the j:1ilradicrn in;:ortt:r1 l-,rr thesc "neo-narxist/structuralists? "

rrT'llli TYi",li:ii.,l-f Cjl fliPOP..Ti:llt T lp:,- q tl

The vriterts m:.]jor ex1;1;..nitic,n of ,.^rhy th-. tv;o I'tyrannical ir.lrarlilms'? Co
frorn carring

l-l--,ck ;,clitical scirncc in N.icir:rj_u 1_ ;ut its rr:Spc,rlsibilitiz is ilrat

one is a ]l:c1,:..cy of colorliaij-sn r.:ii,.lthe qtchi:.i: is a r/jsul-t of irirn;-,r:.rt-sul:stitutionn"

Starting from i:o2 lvhcu he it:trc,iucr(i thc nciticn cf l?rcceivr,,ii. irilra<licrmsr,irh;t

he tries to sai, .is that thes,: tl.rri...j-;ilis arc not u:;,:,:ful L,,:cauir,: thcy ;:r.r, fcreign

to Nigeria" Ihis cc,mes thr:ouqlrout l-iic ir.ri)er and is n;st cl-early s.Lateci at ti:c

end. A11 these shall 1.;<: cpotc'-l .rn'.-i i_hc,, r,rr

crucial arca of his arqument l:::'cur:ht .-:ut:

it.errs 1-..,rsic j-nccnsist.:ncy in this

IIB. COI'JTJIJTIjJ{CY



.Lr"

On p-.3 hc states;

reEven cris,r--s at th,: 1i-.vel r:f cst-i-,nsi1:1t: 1er,"r:l of the clitc are
-,.-:1-. l-.--.ucasr-Ly urcifrsr)csoci into thr peopl-crs crisis thus threatoninq the
exi-str::nc* of thc pL:1ii.ical cormlunily" iilhese are issucs rvhich
must }:e analysi,.l:-n,-l .x-l-l.inccl j.n th<: fran.--v!,c,rk cf th,:1;t:upi:rs
expcriencc:ancirio-LinSOini."ilrlti:.',1r1lsica]"ccnst]:uCtOrunivcrsa}
l,ri.'s c,f 1-,istcryoil

Tkiis ass.rrtion,-ri tj,t nr:,:i'. ti; r.tse I'liri,:rj-;:;t i:r inriegcnously - cierivcd icieas

is brcuqht at morc cxllicitlv on pcil i.rhcr:r: it is stat<,l) tirat:

r?Lik; the neo-libor:;tists, 'thi.: i-,-:o-rnarxist/structural-ist i:lr.raciiqm
is an ailapt;.rti,:rr cf miir:xL5i Jiss-nl-i6, anr.-i critierll: of Lul:::)pean
socicty tr-, Lhc i'.liq.;rian Cr-',nriit-'i-r.'its;o Tn fact a.s a critiqui: of Lh,;
neo-liberalist i:ei'spectj-rrc, it is a. forn of cr:}tu::al and intellcctual
in i o::t-substj-tuticn. "

On pace 10 hr: r(:'fcrs to rrthi; tr.ri.rr-'1:ii,.Lic of inLl-,-::t-sr:hstitutic.nir t: e,xl-1ein

another shortcciming of the rttrco-itarxist/structurllisto rr

.The foreign nature cf th:.r:;r.,: ty::.lnriicr.l pa.ra.-ligrns a-s;i lrinderi.nce to

poli]--ical sciencc i.n Nir,,:ria cxerci:;ing rts r.=s':,c-,nsj-t,i1ity, is ):rr',::,u;ht cut

cleariy in l:]-tc concludinq sentcnccs of ti-Lu prr-'.-i-1 ancl instcr..J c,f iirnport-

sr bstitution" it is 'idecolonisi=''.-ic;r:.i? ,;rhi-ch i-s proffercd as ti:e sc-lutic,n.

Thc'"vritcr: stat.-'s:

ItIt is not tir- j-rjioi-\r:rr J1 :sl-',friisii-'iiiry of Iiic:elan rr:litiC:'il- :1Ciq':t-rCC

to visu;,.Lis. l-ci: .,t1oni-: scier< to i,ix-,o'Llncl tl-i,., leqr-,r1- ;,:nci geo.;'l:;:-:hical
lrourrrl;,rri:s of th. r,iod.rn orc'i-.::, i.iti-]. ntorjcrnit.r lcco.rt.ii.nq tc I'iazrui
( 1973;31t-) is hr:rt t] s131.; 'rl:,. t,:sk is t,.: .iecolonisco lht
Clecttrllnc fcr tllis tl::sk is; ,.:r-,fi.1;i s1f sci.nci:" Lut j:r.", br al,l ..,, to rlo
]-L . , {' -.'i .-; -r I i-,-'l i +-i,-,-, I ..:,-i incit tiiusi. ,.iecr.-ric.ni:;e ij:;: or^,it franie-LlrJ.O, !ll-)L..; Q-J, ++ iL---.: i,u-:-

idcLks - mus+i l-ibr:rrlt.c it;,.,1f fr,:r:. ti'.e ty::=,:rni -S (rf j-nteli-ectu3l
i-mpc rl* sul; r: ti tuti-cn " "

The inconsistencv ,-i. tiri: i.11''i r;.-1' l-icri: is al-sc cl--',rir-r, " 'llh. s=ction

tltle,'r. ';The tyfarlr;;r, 1...Ci.iV:., ijiir-i::i.i.i,._111,,t, r--r11 p"2 ;p',_1i r;it;-. t'r,-:fj_nitit;IiS Cf

pclitics f::.om Aristotl,:, lioz. ,', j,li:r .rri1,:i ol-)c v,Jolino rt is not clear how

thes,:: arc not ttreceiv,:d par:,rlicir,ls,i' Thirir tyrannic.il- l..osition in tl-r,-. writers
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pellspectivc is clear from thc rntay h<: just repeats them paryott-like a.nil

eilmost wcrshipfuliy" F(J::' exilri"Lpl:, l:-'istotle ts tlefinition of politics is

nc,t the olr-jestrhr:live cnly in the zlth century Il,"Cn anci centurie:s bcfore his

time there had bi:en clcfinitions of r,;hat con*stitutcs pclitics" Some of thesc

clefini-tion i)roi)olincici] in thc i'iil.c V-.lley, In, 1j.;i anrt Chinzr, for c-xam1t1e, are

,still extant" Qn: c'f the.:; r-k:t'itr-ttr,r-,ns of politics mac,c over one hund.rL.cl

ycar:s before.r\ristotle t^/as born, L:, C,nfucius, is to this ,1ay an exi;lcsi_ve

issui: in the practical politics of China. ff the writer iqnorcs it, it nuight

be becausc of t-]-re clepth of the "tlrr:nny" ,,:xercised c;n his pcrspectivc. ldhat

is more , thc definiti-on that Ar:j-stotti: is sa_i,1 Lc qivc;

'?politics refc.rs tc the activiti.s ;-ini-] behaviour of j-noiviriuals
anC Eroups as tl-iersr: relatc tc, tjrc ';;ul:lic rc._ilJnoi,

can l:e api"lied lo psy6fueloliyr der,cndii-rc..i cn hor,v it is conceivect. It is certainlr,,

not very uscful becaus,.: of its heiziircss" fn l:hr acivance,,l cai-ritalist countrics

l:asj-c reI.:tj-ons to thr: public rc;.,,lrii lr'c very nuch rnatt,c::s cf psycholoqy anci even

psychi;:.try"

fn any ciselhoiv ilc the l..cfinj-tions of irislotl-, l,iax !JeJ:r:r, ijolin or thc

fraraerrrorks of Rich.:rd Skl;:r or the rri.linions of n1i l4uzrui b(,:ccin= pe.,:t of thc

trpcoples r:xp,trict.:.cerr in l.Jii,lo::i;'l iinci not dcrivativrrs r-.f sc,:mc fc,r,=ign. ,rnLta-

physical constnrcttt or rLlnivcrsal lni,;s of l'ristory.t? In r,,,}-rich wa-,, ar.t -L.hcsc

perspcctives and conccirts wi-tich th-: i.r::itcr uncritic;fil j. quctcs an.-t rcp;-ats

not iml:ortccl ant.i ::rct fcr-'cieri rriii-i ll: tlios;c cf tirc tv::j-ters cf thi: ,heo-marxist/St-rUc-

turalists" f,-r',,inn :nl1 iml ,<.rt..-'r. 'Jr r.r: j-r i.,-::-1\. .-.rr;nstrr,ti;r,l in his :tLitr-rc'.,-:s

an iron 1,:ui of f-1 ir': nrt':;ont r-,1 r;r.-jr: i")1: trationa:l dc''jclcf.:rnjnt l..liLich I c'iisscor,rcrec,:

C,uring the < el-att: or-r tht coltstil:L1ii::: ;n 1l: 76" 'ih,* lr,ir,,r i:; r-iral



it is fcreign' tr: the;
qi 6^/, iF ti-ve

has ,-.,vcf bL:en i't i s nor.,r cf cur

rLn issue t nct l:::

For thc: v;hc1c:

la.ws b tire curstion of vrir thert: ani, gcncral

s.r1 charactt,:ristic c:f .:c,l-i tical system.s be L].tose t forward

14r Aristctl-e , Sk:'.:r or lriaz-rui? T.f thcre are these univt:-rsiil- characLcri stics,
the::r: Lri: thcrcfor, thccrir,s v,rhich can l:,c uscfully to

l--c, tlte circursh:nc: .r_r ;rf ,ii;c::i.i? For thc issue is ti-rat Lilcitei.ttarv

::equi-remci:ts of consi-stency rcgu-irc ti::: vrriter nut to criticise forcir;n i-cleas

ver:sal laws tt in one pagr: anci tl-ien derive his conct..:nts entirely
uncritically frr:m OtCr_,-,n..1 , _.:i:r .i-t, iiirzrui *tc" in

CEi'lTi,.,tl, Col.lcjjpl'S

Not only ,-ioes

central ccnccpts arc nc;t clcarly i_.1;.an:.1.

What f'ur cxamplc, ciurrs thc lv::-i-t:r rirrj::rf ):y :t ttp;rracii-grn{t? Tlis cci-:tr:al

concept is noi.rhere cit.-frn;:1 --i 1-lir.-':: cxpJ-ic-rt1ir or ite yr.. ninc: inclj-c.rtc.1

implicitly. Docs tho 
"vrii:er ini:al1 iJ\l a ?r1:arra,.-iic;iJ, tiit: tr.;i:ali-ty of th,, pr,:misus

ciefinlng thc esscntial f.:atu.Lr:s of .:, Cir.r,,n object i,;h:tli,:r a;,stract or Concrr:ti:?

O]: r-1or:S tllc vlriter n{tan bv c trparatiit:iiiri nct jUst .thr-tse p.r,.:rnis*q l:ut. ]-ncluclinli

thc ,:pi5fcmolo:ica:1 i;rinciprss of {-irst r-.rrlgr .r:rrrl; frr rn r.,,hici-. th'. pr:misis

art' cerivcj? Thc noticn cfl'1 a.r,-:i,irr:i,,,,ris r',r:l:uLa::i:.-.u r-.cuntly in tl:., clclrites



ilt o

cr,rer thc itistcrry .:nLi pliilosot)i-llr of scit-ncc csp::cially as a .ircaction tc

' ]-,ut-'iis vt-rv

lT,t:,ani nr-1 \rlri ..<

Elut in the context c| thrs rtritclrs ar':ji-iili+nt it i-s crucial tc-- l:e cl,:G.tr,
hasat l-cast, abr.;ut vuhich c,f l-hi:se trvc rie;.ni-ngs the conceptAn thc p.ir-..Lr. !,or

if it is thc lattr:rl th,, totali'crr o.i thesc p.r:r,:nt-isi:s ,f 111 the wrj-tcrs

inentioncc aserneo-1i-bcral-rrcr'hco*m.irxist/st::uctru:alisC'have tc bc i-ic-.rnonstrateci.

F'or i-t is important to be clciir al.-:r.;ut thr: cliffercnce betwcen t]"1-- use of the

same languaqc of riiscourse an,-l shi,i::ing the s.rnlL pLemiscso Jargon i:ncl prern-ises

. are not synonymous; anrl th,-: foriili:r:ii,-iy bc usctl to ci:scur+ a complet.:lack of
clari'ty ovc-i: th'-: li',lte::, 1 i-s sri r,.;el-'r r..i:nonstratccl by tlri s 'ry1'1gor.

i:ut if by'?paraciigm", tl:is writc-r.'ini-,ij.ns the sijcc.nd ci,:ffnition +-hcn ttrcrc
j-s ric basis on which'?nco-libt,.i:alil c,l: 'rnrro-n:rxist/structuralists?i can l_.c saii
to constiLutc clistinct p.rr.:,jiciirLst. Th+ fa|lurt; tc, l:.rovi.l_ a cl.:ar je-finition

of this cerl.tral conclpt r-iicaoE ti'rrit it is rrc.t pos:jL1- tc,r.r.lty understanc

v'rhat cxactl-y ar* thesc tr,v<-, ceitc,,rc-r1j_i_s thc w.::i.LrJi is ;,1.3,i.csing anci

i^,'hcther thcy actually rit:scri.l;c iiryti-r.i r19-o

IV B/,5I:i ui,' C,i'ILicaiiifSATIOI:

TLiJ-s position is ira:ra litoi:,., confu":;t.:ci l-,y the wr-Ltcrs failurc tc st;rte i..;hat

actually i-listinouisllcs:'nco-lj-};r:::-;ti-;iti:frr_,rti the lneo-mrtr:xist/structu,:c.lj_st",,

Th.- str.t.[-nt hu :r.:.rk .:r is s';c.^.,ui-j-r;. i;., ;:.s ,:..-lr.:i ssi,-.lL o:= .t ttr,:c,rucicc.r cr.1;t:ness

in thu 631'-. 6-.f hiS i: r a. 1... nt- t,l:, r rri i .r c,..,. .L!-r.vq,.iurrLo Til,.,: r.y1.i-1,,.jr sil\),,11:

I.,-l
the

GNC'()

(,i,v r-,p,tth,rl:is)

pcli 'ticrri scj.a:nc,. i)..:.ritdi:jiri i-i:.,.ii.-ir_,::i;1 with t1'r,e.nily ancl ,,: 1.:cr: .:f
hel-i: tc the f',:s,i)i,,rrsii-iJiti, .j,f lial ,.l..scii.riir:r': in i-i-1.-, LrJ aL! u11
Tht:sc oaraiiicn which iri.rirrt j_'rc;lLt ti-ic existin? litcratrlrr-: }ti.r..,., fc,r

cha rii, rh .-.xi.,;:1r,.:

l:ic.r: -: trr,o: tl.ru
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How can t]-rc majcr catec-rories in an arllurtcnt hive no ratlq,ntrl_. but ccnverr_ience?

Cla.ssifyinE, catcqorisinE, g1:(jr--1lrit-lg ir sc,icirtific analysgs, is Ccne: cn the

bases of an objcctrve crj-tc::ia cvcn'in an;xp..-rincrrtal l,asj-s tc, tcst a.

iryp.oth.'ses" ilut to ilrLruil.. . ;rni. catcccrise f.:r convuniencc raj_serj thi.: irni;ortant

question of for tvhosc -gJ4-'r,jil!j:ncu? Is it thcu possiblc t<,. change thc groups

to neo-libcraList/structtrralist ari..i n,.:o-marxist, or nco-lil,,eralist/marxist

.- and nc:o-structuralist Sust for glj+e_+_qg?_ Thc ,:rnptincss herc: is staggeringi

But it evcn.ext'inds evcn tcthc r.,renning ttrc. tv;o conccpts."neo-libcralist'r

3nd "neo-marxi.st/structura.list.rr iJl',:it is rrlj-l:eraList'r or cven liheral about

Coleman Pc's'":CtConnell, etc' f,or crerml:Ic" If liberal rnc-'ans something tc

do l'{ith fr-e t-'nterprise, anci thc:;iqhts of the incliviclual etc" wi-rat meikcs

these apologists ';f cc,loniaL autlrcr:-tarj.a,n statcs and, neo-colonial dictator-

ships, liber;r1? Pc'rhaps, tirc most- rccent rnrritinc of this nneo-liberalistsr?

referre:d to hcre is OrCr:nncllrs nctorious iEU pul:lic lccture "iieflectron on

' t cnlY :celcbraitcs t"- t*t'=-*calf.tg i:telqr_q q{*t}:, g_!q!_q_ (ir7:) r r;trich h- nc;t cnly::celcbraitc

':nd colonial'pa.cifici:.ticnrrhut actually cicr.cnds the gJ_a::in.i ccrruption of

' l"liqcri"'n n.-:r-.-cc:1r-;nial ,lictatc,rslril: r.;hen it ivas most ban]<rupt. As for
iineo-marxist/structuralistri it inusr; i:- just convcnient jarqorr.

V" -,4E 11,lC,,L_j .-iJ:_

. Thu pallef iS suJ.pc;5.-tl tc L,:,. ai'i :.r::,r]ysi,s c,f .varir)r-11,; sturiic.:s of irligl:::ian

political ::eality" Its .:li,pir-icaL l:,sis i:]-r=rl:fc)r(: ha:; tr Le il.ress stucies

and th.; i\igeruan politicaj- r{:a}ity 'Lircy iittcmpt tc tlr:scribr: :rrt.i cx,,Laino It

is a nec<rssarf*, anLl .:,Ltrnentary r,t.:;t-)orlsibilit;- c.:i- the writer to l,,e fully

eLcquaint.:'; i.tith al I thi, sturlirs l-i,. ;,u.r.. urts tc analysr Crrrcl catcgorise. This
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is especialllr necessary because Lh.: vyriter makes great clai-ms for this
. ..,i .' " -exerciseo Thc clairns ere l:ased cri i.,.hal the

si-rreness cf hii rcvi-evJ cf the iiti:raturc"

n /'l .l-].rl-.
Iro- urr(iL.

: writer recjarcis as the comprehcn-

i';'r .1 , st.r.t ,: i:r th- f,:oLnotu on

li'This is a selcctivc cc-.mnentari cn thi: e:listing l-ileraturc" I'Iot
all
of

v,rorks
C'n c1C,

are l-nc
not

Iu
t?

This is ar.rain staggcring, bcc-us. th.ru is no basj-:; for makin!, sucil a wic-le-

ranging asscrtion cspccial-ly v;hcn tirc t,,rc "framewo::ks" the v/riter proijc)s(-'s

are dc-'fine:cl cn no oth: r i-,asis then ccnrr;:nicnr:eo In anlr casc thc only scientific

in.jicator that this cl-sin rney l-Jc t:Icen s;riousl1i is if thc writcr h:s proviric

a fu11 list of all thc literatu:l c:n l.iig.,::ien pc1i1-icat r;ality lrc iras reac'.

and Lhis li-st appears to irrcIudc most of the litcraiure" But ivhcn hc does

not provi-de this'li-st, oll cven indicatc rnrhr:rc he has ccmpilcil it, .rs e rri:c.itcncc,

'this clain verges cn acadernic fr;u..l, -Lrc.r: it j-s air clemi:nta4, respcnsibfl-ity

cf all scicncc to l,;.: cluitc uxfilicit r,l:ouL oflq.rs,:npiricrl svi(lcnc,-.nj all

its limiti',tions"

This writer docs nc,t c,nly -i;-''l li; Inqr'ice-tt: the lirni-tati<-,ns L:f the

cmpiricol cviclence, in tirr::lrro of tl-rr: litcrature he, usrtsr, but ric,:-s on to

cLaim that al] tite litcr:ature f;lls iln cno of thc t,vc catcrtori,je it*. irroposcs,

without gtvinq any -vj-cence r:f Lris -:vcr rt:cr-.ir.t! rrrost.,f tl re lite::rturco The

evidcnce thett tre iias riot ri.:;rr,i iro;lt cf --1.-: liti-rr.,.t-urc l.-,y Lhc cjr(hteten pccple

hc'lists as i'neo-rrrarxist/s';ructu::r1': st'i -.t: I .-.,',,tr ?rr l.krr: thirt..:n l:- 'list:

aE '?n:,o-l-ibi.ralist" cc,:,rcs f:c,r th- c;t.cttcrisation its-If .Ji,-l :fel frcnr tlt-

specific criticism. he naicr:s of. thu;n.

out

c"



For example, two of ti:e:riajr::: cr:iticisrirs he make,s cf th.e l?n,=c-,-irarxist,/

structurali-stt' are see:E tc ire J;:.:si"-Lcris ,r/llen put ao;,iinst tlie vrritinqs
of rnost of the pccpl; he c.rte,;r):rises as 'lnoo-marxist/stn:ctural-ist,r? ?hcsc

criticisms are, firstlyr on pogl'hc states:

1--oli tical coruauni ty,
rulers or authori-Ly

And secondly, on paEc 9, he stat.:s:

the opc::a of th- a
an,j I

The lat"bcr trianglc constituti:s thc
onalism

systcm" of tl-rc lii-qerj_an peoples are notof the arc only in their col1suffer unsung strugglcs,rt

One c,ruld cite mary writi.ngs l:'ut it is probably bctter tc takc- thosc of
Dr. iskcr Toyo, onc of tl,* lcrnE"st-st.rn:linti .n.l ncst influcntial :,ligcrian
rna,rxists, rvho thir r,;riter catcqcriees as a ,,nco_marxist,/structural_istsol

Iiskor ?oyo hi-:'s vrrittcn er ci.reitt:1cal- on liiccri;in i:olitic.ri rcality, cvcr a
enciperioci of over Lhirty y,.:a.rs l.s ;?schclar,i anii ilactor,r,_/_still writr_,s" Thc

least the ruriter shculd have ilont j-n o;,-le-r tr-, rnakc. th,; basic ,,mi,irical rc-searclr

necessary fclr his p.lp,jr is to i-t,:v= r.,ferri:.i to i]skor Toyors r.;orks ar:ci lcrt
Terisii Tlrncr qr Garrin l,Jilliaiaso ..l.hi:::s 

...ntl nieny.cthi:r.lfricanists lie sci much

rclir:s onrer' a fnrost Coftr^;]gl3ft/ j-nsi,.inificr,nt :s far ls thi: ftJSpol-rr:ril.;i1ity of
pclitical or s.ci;il scionct j-n iriigcri-i:-i j-s cencern?cr,o ,unLikc orConneli,

I

I'lackintcsh ,nil 
.c', 

1.h,r,:rs. th.:1. i,i,.vt il:irt.:r contr:1r-er-i I:irlerian rca.;t,rrlc .:ystums

and fostcrcd protcocs tr- lr.i"rl)\:tui-:i- . ti:cir cunccptic-ns" Lrut t-si:cr i:oyo has

bcen a ccnsistent int;-'l-l;ctual :n'.'r i^,r-,liticar1 figtitcr ag.:inst i;npcriclisnr
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dn.l calatalism in llie:i:ria" ,1 refcr.cncc cc only b-rc,of his writin.;s woulci

have shovm the vrrj-t,:r that the c::iiicisns hc rrrak-c, hlvc nc basis vihar.tsocver"

in a peper he wrotc for a lecturo aL +;his unirrcrsity on 16th Jlnuary 1975,

tit1ec1, The National rluostion in" ltli 6 Eskor ma<le i-he c-ristinctions the

S
that is moclern nations eincl statr,,s irhich in lL. -.LI IU contcxt are
nation-states" A nationality I dr:fl ne sirnply .rs any people speaking
one riain lanquagc thouqh tir*re rLay be 1ocal rrariations and shar l-no
other cultural- characl-eristics" Examples are: the English nationali-sts,
the Yoruba rrationality or Tj_v nlti<_;na11t1r" A nation f clefine as a
group of n;rtionalitir.,s that ha.vc crrinc to sh:re a comrnon i.lconony, a
comrnon history ':n<.1 clcinents ,:->f .:r conunon cul,turt: ;rn,i. airnong rvhor, ,che,rl
i-s a scntimcnt oI com-mon lr-'lonoi.-'rt such tlrrt tiLut:i: eris,3s a cloir-iina:rt
c',i:s''i rc to bc rccognis.:c': t:ii tjal.,;:t-,ri ;-...1 thc t:u:side i.iorlcl its cflc
political entity. Thcre is a;socirti:r-l with thi:. thr: cicsirc for ilrc-:
status ,:f air in,.lcprntient nr.rticn-str,ltco i\ natj-on in flris sr:ns: is a
prcduct cf thc il,ourgeor-s ilisto::ical ci:cch i,cginninE from thc Dutch
rcvolt in tho 17th centurlr. A .statc I clefinr.: as a t.crritorj.al politi_cal
macLrinc::y cxl)rtrssirrE th! l.rci.ri:r Fii-'comin.int sccial cl;rss o:: grcup of
SUCh Clar.SSi,s; c.,.,,at a .ll:fiur:J. t,,.i:.ritorv or ,:.;rcul,: cf turritclficS" ooo,Ijle
cffcct of tht: y,3l'ioU.s nr;r_i;s i;,f ';::r::lucti on anc.i th,e, clortinarrt irrocess ofprimitivc accumulatir,'n wi:icl-i su.t:rrintcno:.s thcir (-!-v,r1()llmcrrt .r riisintc-
q;r.:tion is to cr!raitc v,-.,riL,-u,s j-nt,'ri.:st cirout)s ,".i-rose ambiticus ;i,nc,, a.r-larcncss
is vital to unck:rstanciS-ng i:-:ltn,:r; i.ii iil_g,:;lan 1_,oli-;ics in !r:ii;r-Ll i,:11r1

the nerti-onaI qu;stici'r i-n i;,:r.rticul.,.;:"r?

"-ooAs ':l-r,:a,-1y irint i, it is tjr,- ;r:-C,:,r.r-: uj,: pr:'-litiv,.r accunlll;tiou thlt
dominatis I'Jigeria i:co]1i-'ijiic :rnrj rr_r.iticLl li fc ancr conciitions cultura.l
Iifc nrcccs:;t's alnlrnc tl'Ie it;rj,ir dccisicn miikc::s, l'li,'r .tn,.l sr:.lri-']-l" lisscntiall)r
thc pi:OCISS i.--r.)pu1ij,rl'i-ir li1i,-,;n :,-S iriiiit,ClefniStic:,nfi iS in tlriS Cc.Ur:tfy the
proc.ss of l.rrirnitivi: rccuniirl- ,tiorr in syml:ics:is w: th ti r _, fr5:;c:;.;s rf<-lr:ccrlonisaticn;:nil tiic lr,-iroc(r.ls,:f natic;r fl-)rm,i.Lion"""" Lrartic.j ,r*ting
in ilrimiiive accumu.l;,rtion e,:rr, city l,usincss tlrcoons, tr;.,jiti,-rn.i1 chitfs
uniier going capitalist m<,ta i::-:ori,'hcsis, bureacrats ir-r clovcrnrnent

vrriter accuses hin, ...raon<; cthersr <;:1 not inaliingo He afso rnrLi]e an :rnrlru<i q

of the issue of state-crttati L-11 aL1,-l the cthnic prcltlem ,,vhich shows the baseless-

ness of the urriters criti_cisms :n Do91 Eskor state-s:

Itlet us sta::t }:y cci.ining thi: netion:rl- cucsticn a -l,it rnorc closelyo
The nationar question is thc issuc cf thc rccognlticn of the dignity,
uni-ty, inteqrity elnr.l fr.:ccl.crn r,;j- I,icel:lcso Foi: ;:ny p,r:c1_rfe, hci.vever,
this is cicfinc.-] , the n.r1-ic.nal <1:csti-ln may lrir a qucst..i c-.n cf intcrnal
anci oxterna-1 rtr'l-atia,ns" Tl-r.r:- c:rtegori-r:s are r+l-cvant in sn.:al<i- ng
of thr: nation.el qucstion: netioLralitie,.s cr ethnic ---r 1-i ^^ -a rru ulvliJ.
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estal:1ish.nen,Ls and firi:is, a.l"list cf pctty bosscs such as,^rorkshop
rrrrcl t::i-,nspcrt uv/n*r-1 .oo Th.:. prc)c,rr;s of ;rri*itilr,r-".."*"t31i."proper embrac<:s fearrs frorn ilre f crlcral , Lt"t,., ancL local govurnrftji.tts
to I'liqeria.n l,usinessrneri an,:l o.ccurnuiating farmu-rsg alvrar,.1 cf contr.,icts
'nd sttb-contr,rcLs l-lV all staL, ,t_;v, ,ts".l7

So inuch fcr: Citing ?cris,r'ir_rrncr t,nri Gir,.in-i:liflia;ns! iskr>r Tc,yrrs bock

I 5-rui:iisfiec over tcn ya)ars agc

I'] lli:i.jpai'.r'Li,.rn, f Or:i-thi s i*seuih et : c,.rposi ticn o 
I I

.,,
'the criticism.s the irrritur m,:l:::s ci:ir l-,.: slrc-:r,,,n t.r bc bascless i_n thi-s way.

scholarshiprnot subvcrsion o;: l.::-itimationrare thc r(:sponsibilii.ies of
a 'i:oliticarL 'sc:l ':ntlst, tl:en it is an -.1-e;ir.-ntary rr-?uirement of scholarship

lly e.;srrt ,.1.

TLIIj Qtiiil-ri'ICl'i

Theru is;: stri-l.:inq shallot:n.--ss r"l;out thr: sr,.,luments in this wliich shoulc

bc pointecl cut" Thi.'most obvicul;.rcl.,iti:.: to thc issu,:s cf i,-,r.;rlism anr.l

morality,-fl,:i suhvu.sion irg ]*.,j-:.it.;,.ii-:.n"

On'- c,,f titt r:-si.r.:nsil;i-l. i 1y .,1, -.,,.: li ,.rC;:l sci.:nc,. sr:,*i.:i.: tc i:.: , :rCccf ..-.i;f,..

to this vtriterr scnr:itj-sinE its; au,...i-nce tc r.'icral issuc, nicr;i1 f.;ilnr.i;ticn,
justic,:, equitv" This i.i thcriidcalisrn,,in tire paraciigm prolrcscrl l.r\, 15. r,;ritcr.
I,ut the qur:stion arj-scs what actua.i.iy ci::stii:utr,:s th:: ni<>l'aliry rn,,1 tl.ir.: con-

ccr:tion of justicc th,'.t thr; t-,r:.-hi.ic,.ri ::cir:ntist r,vilc is not sui,vc-rsi,./.: or

ho

In a country whcrc lt:-',rlinr-i local ncru:.1.;Ies arc sai,-i to h.rvi: rr:fuscil ts support

a political party becausc it r.lois ni.-Lt i:x;rlicitly say it will rcstore sla.rery

ancl v;herrt th,..: sactiifice of l.iun,ln 1 ,rlnr;s fo;:_ tiic func::al- rL a chief is a

major isr';uc, hcv,r c.rll .tl .r ;,.s,,.ir.ir,...r ti:,rt l:hc :Lssue r*,f n-r;rality ;.n,-i. lusticc-r'is alpost
qivcn and cloos nof- r:cratr: t.- l-,:-{i tiil..1ti{.ln or suilv..irsi<,.n?
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writer puts it. V/hcther a cci:tain i;criy of knc,.;leclge, of idcas, undermines

cr support an <:xisting orcier clocs not clr:pend on wh.rt explici-t asserti<;n

these ir.leas rnake. Thc idecfogy cf idest iiuroltean terro-r:ism is stridcntly
|I:1 'jdirectcd. at the.: overthrov/ trf tLre bou.ri;eois orde:: therc" i,ut the actions

It;ti.:n
ancl statemerrts of th,- L Rr:ci IJriqlar,ie , the Gcrrnan fiecl Army Factj-on ar:C

the Spanish Anarchists have sc rirlrclr rc:'-nforccd the support this ordi:r has

that it is raridety b,.'t gv64 r:f ti:at si,me of those trrevolutionary" croutrs are
iT-:SCTVU

sponscrtd by thcise ivl'to v;ari'i; 'Lo /- thr-,t orce:: vuithcut anr,r sgri^pc

challenge tr-, it" This is lravincl a:;ide l.rhat constitutes this'brcey''and v,ri:at

are thc process consolidatinc,r cr unilt,rninj-nci j-t. If an innort.:nt el,-:m.tnt of

thc present r?po1i'bic;--r.1 orcicri? t-n ]rjr'qe::ia i:; the existcnce of one nation-statt,
bourgecis

then tire niost serious thrc:ats cct-:rcs i'rorr !,J:-stcrn L poli-i:ica] scicnce

in thc form taucht Ly J,-rrnus UtConn,:tl r.'l-ich raak..s t::jl:-s an- -,thnicity thc

given ani iieti:rnr-inant vani:bl-es of i'liqcrialr pclitic;.i realitf.

If, hovrevcr, the issue ,;f subvcrsion/krgiti mation is only introducecl by

l--lfe ,,r,fit..I. i.OI. .il ;CCUST t-or', ':Ut--.:(rl:.\ -- '\.,- _i.),..S un ,t.10:

f'hlctuEe (1918:136) linoli (a)7't:i?-) :,,rurn thc l,'r_:,ttl;: sc,no f(/.r social
:nd i;cli:ica'l scientist[i tr-, iicc,rnrnit c.]-i,.,ss suicicicrr l't,tlr]taps
transform thr: univ.,,rsitj.-:s ri: eic':,-;:,rtrilcnts c.f p,oltticai sci -jnccl
urhcr., thcy confort;il:1; corariunc j-nt,- b::ic;aci<rs of 1l-:t: i:cv,.:,luti,tni.lrlr
':rm.-".1 ;,':ot'ri,.., of Jli,,.,fi;., ,;t.\'i:.- ti,.-: u:n(;U.'.,1 ..:..r t,:.: S.:izUri
cf st-t.-l po'u/Cf by !)ajaJanr; anc-, i..,s,Lfu;;g .3prii

dictatorshi-ir ;r" tn:e nrl.: 1ly' i-i-t,-, rnrjo::ityrl
liquadr.tors (s.-r- also ,',,1;-, 1915) ",,

ti, f ,:.,.iln t}-rci r ;'.,;n
r-h - -.., 1i -rr -_i]l- [i,."J !+ 1u .' L

then he should l-ravc cor.rtc,ssf 1;v,,li-c:i-tI1,;:ni: t*.r;ne sc" To evckc arnaci subv€rsion

,\s for the matter of wli:it iili:.:rs, thec'::ics ancl analysis nar,r sLrbvcrt or

in such luriC t,'rms a:rnil r).rjint accuij'i nq fingcrg at cnets col-1ea(ju....1 rni.iy llc
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part of thc nel 'lr<:sortr']sii:i-1ity" of ;:olitica,.1 scicnce in I,.ii-geria, but sccrns

so nluci-l likc a sycophantic ::cactj-cn lo the rnvinrs of the l,luhanrni.:d Commission

to have "disinteqratcdil as a qr(11p, j-ii a footnote on 1r"7"9 Insteac'i of rnaking

such accusations in advaircc, tl.ic '.vritrr shoul"ci ha-re rvait..:C for another

for misleaciinE the-' sturlcnts, ers Ierni Ociekunlc of the Dcpartrne4t of Sociology
,1

di-d ancl rvas profus.ly quot, ,crj- A t:t:v.i l:r.rsilonsibiiity for gccial sci-cnce

coul-ci h,l such "scnsiti-sation', f,,r ju':rcial tribunals r,f inquiry"

But actually callino fo:: iii:U i,irrtl otlter uni.rcrsities to be turni:tl j-ntc>

Cetachments cf a;:c:<:i:lcs ar;ny,.d.ls r.loni: sometiine ar;r. pcrhaps tlf-s tvriter is

not a.ware cf this due tc th. tyranny cf rccci.J::ci:a::acliqns" Tlris t^ras ,,ir:ne

''!..

10 Decerrrber L97i" Thc 1:rrsr:,1 rvlrc iri..ir: l_*iris c,,r111 ...-q :1 Conclusicn to .r. Iuci_L

ano systcmatically a.trQ1:(:rd lcct-u,r:, w,:s iii;-:crj-1,-,:cj 1:y Gcneral Oba.,sanjc.cis:

"an illustrious r:n c,i-' .,:,fi-ic;. :r'irr,sri contril:uticn to l-ibcrati ,n strugglc
aoainst political enci tjccnc'rni-c opprlssion in iiouth,,:,rn Afric;,i h;:rs i,:,arjccC
him out as on() cf thr: i.lre.ttirst af::i-cait lr:arlcrs r;f :,ur 1**a.,'11

Samora liachel said:

'iThis elitist ccncepticn 'rf thu universi ty neccssarily creratcs an
artificial civision br:'Li..recn tiico::1r ,:nr-] nr,:ctics. r.nov;li,ciqc CCi:rsCS
tc l-.r.. the j<;int work if r,*n rrrli scic:nc,: is rcnovtrci frcn its
emirrrntly coll:ctir.c irimensic.no o""tjr--, ,,,;:nt in cur, ,r,,hrn-rju Il,cllo
University, tlr.rt hnor^,'l-:r:c_'e ar:<.l sci-nci: sho'ulr.l l:,i: insLrr.:..r,ents c.f

rl.l'

Report and the Fccleral Gcvernment:r i;l:ritc L'aper" It is pe::haps this ei.:rncrrt

'rvhich Turi'i'iuhammadD, of the l.l,ew l'li,rc::io.., l-nstinctively fcunil attractiwe;

cspcCially wh:n Cla Cnir r'a, le Cninro. : tirr,i tr:.na Ono<lc, whosc rLj-sraissal hc

wllcomeclrbecausc hc s.ryi they are i'squaiici nuisanic',rare said ny- t.Lis witter
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libi:ration" lve are ci,rtain .Lh.,it this sr',i"-crsity, its leadersits t.::chinE staf f , its st j,j/_nr j an..i e.1l- its workcrs, arc consciousthat thc lligcr:ian i_rr:ci_rle l-ikc a1l r,;frican pe()plL.s, CXpcCt that ourunivcrsitit:s shoulc hc cietachments of thc reat that is the
J-.j to Lhcir: c librrration the p.:ci:ledetermine< cerry the + -_.L ilLi t oppresii on tion andexp loitatir:n against coloni;elism ariil imperi-alism to the encl and tobui.ld a n<:w soci-ety. .r:rnd this was the e of l,iozambiand th

us and c,ur s 1c the Bel o Uni

The lectur Know :rnrl cnce Should Be I or the Tota
of Man in O BelLo Univerei I maY be categorised as another frneo_

marxist/structuraList[ subverrsion of the Nigerian pr:litica1 ancl socia] ordor
cominq after the r?neo-liber;.rr.istrr E.ri:ech by the chancer-I0rr chief .rrwoI0wo, anci

followed by sklarist (iilealism/workinc; po}5-tics) spcech by General obasanjo?

on by Saniora was ccnductlcj
-^,lr____-, manywhile he was stancling next to thc hceic) of statc and fl:nketl by/m,*mbers of__..r!u.. 

^/JJ-,

the Sr:preme Military council. 'vt'ha'E actr-ralry is legitimation ancl what is
subversi-on? what is a scholar and whert i-s an actor? 0r cc these ,paracligmsrr

rc't heLp.us to undcrstancl even what htpirenccl at such a scdatc cvent as the
convocation of rrEU?

coNCLUsrOry

The paper is not comi:l-cte)-y wrrg11."". rt inarcltes that the v;riter is
reading Gavin v/illiams, ?crj-sa Turner, Cor_in Lcys ttc", anrl dces not just
stick to A1i lviuzrui, lticharc $<l-ar:, Jir,rcs Crlena.n ancl James orconnell-" rt
is probably of product cl' the crifficr,ilties thc,. r,rriti:r is herving in merging
these types of writinQetspeciall-i. ii-,.1r cH-fferent jargonrwhich si:,ems to bc one

l!6 arcas he is fe cin-rt<:l vrith"

1

'l

.on

havc

(my emphasis)
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The serio.us shortcomincs of tl,re: lrapeq <tf a conceptual anL.j mrtl.rocological
naturee cousi:.d by the ivriter:; firilur-i: tc_, fulfill th= most cLi:rncntary requirc_
ments of scientifj-c resoarch ancl inquiry, prevcnt it frcm even conrinE tc grj-ps
with t'hc issues invc'lved i-n cliscu"ssi-ng thc rcsponsibility of a ciisciplinc
15-ke po1"i tical scicncc in Niqc ria to,iay" .i,
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