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Unpopular Essays

Ytryry::'ryry
"THH first s'aye {:f s'ltrdarri demonstratioos in
this couniry w+m silher f*r Sralriotic roasons or
yielded pltrlotic restrits. Studenls of the Yaba
College of -l<'hnolrgy h|r! lo 3ln&sh windows to
koep lhr flnl ind qenoru illoerian govcnment
from entering rnto a nrili lrru^ tra'aq- lbat wrluld
harr transferrxl mai{rr declsions concerning t:e
ligcrian.A.mr,r tc tro. l0 Do*tdng Streel io
do*n topn London. Sirniltrly, a sbike attion by
the juvenilc5 ot King's Collcge in l9rll tmnsierr:d
Nigerlu lrcliUcs fronr lhc r&rrow ellt= ol l-:rgr
efld Cattrbar, to tho llrsdd mlses of the Nrgerlan

pople"
,

IYHEN Gab Fagbwe, a comi-
stioner ir the {ornra Westem Slale
said ttrrl sludents hsd no d,ght t+
conrider themselyes tulure lcaders,
he hrd no ldes hovr mary Peoplc
would be sold lo hie YierE.

Therr were peoPle (mosUy rtlr,
denb) rrho w.rc Hrmged by the
rmmistlord's stalernent, and
lhere w€ae peoPle who were amused
bY it. Today. rome fiYe Year aflcr
it hgd becn uitered. Crb Fugtrure's

vcxed observaton appear, !o hava

solldifiad into an offficlal attitude
towerds students il Nlgeria-

Becatse of lhat, there

is a rounhl''wide ellort

mnlY to discredit lhc

"nraoog 
who mighl *tllI

have th* illudon of

being {rtlure leadeffi' ffil

rnrtlY to comPel them

b contom with the

gsCro{t afft routi'net

maPFed oul b1 lhe
.,r.drdmr $f our rlder6"'

'flc senate at lh[
UnivcrsitY of lbarlan

leacls evenDrxlY in this

.esPci'i. llcncclrlrth
there shall be no stLl"

dcnt demonstrations on

csmpus vrithout the

conseflt 0f at least. 5l

I)er cent of thc entire

student poPulationl

Be-vond the veil of

ostensible democracY'

flris measure bV the se-

nate in qucstion is an

eflort to keeP Protest
out of the campus. If
for example. students of

biologv uant t0 demo'
nst-rate against their
cr:rriculum, the-i' will
tkrw harr: to cxPlaia it
to thc entire :itudelll

.ry-

ItIi\tlE State's Grvemrli $helleng bas got tft€

mafter correctly guagel. tle ilrlks of the lad-s in
dismal *nd unpllriotic terrns. Ac{ordina to lrim.
rtudcnl leaderu sre being ured "as tools by Hige,
ria's enemy 0f progf,ess."

We argue thet the attitude k unfair because,
historicrllv, the Nigeriro studcnt has been an

ageat o[ progre*s, not ol destruclion He has
bccri lrcrccpl,ve *he.e the oldest gcnemtlons
foiled to *e beyond tH.r no6e.

daflronst|aled thelr de-
lerminatiol) to lrav.: a
s:.7 in thc saial and
ec0nornic issuos of lhe

body for instance ap,
proved of the apparenl
irresponsibilitl' iovol-
ved in the burung
down oi 3 poli.e post
by studenL.s of thc ttni
versity 0f Lagos in
1973. but there was no
disputing the functio'
nal aggregate of suctt
methods ln p€r'suading
Yakubu Gowon ttrat
the country no longer
wanted him

The test oi any edu'

cation policy regarding
the diss€nt outlets of
students. ts iL! abilltJ"

to balanct the necd for
pcace 0n our campuses

with a recognition of
the ultimate good for
the society of students

" indisciPlne ".

At the moment, such

poLicies are guilty of
exaggeration on the

side of peacc Coi

Amadrr Ah, F ede ral
(llmmissioncr for Edu

crtion aftictllatod this
failurc wlrttn ht: annttil-
nced that lnY school

inuolvcd in iI vi0lcrt
dcmonstration shall br
clr)scd ind('tinitclY or
copt thc head of state

intcruen!'s 0n ils

bchal f.

But tllc l'lcad of sta tc

addreses Nmself to

the problam in moLtl

fundamenta] terms [-lt

lbok-s at tht sludcnt
pmblem as "sYmPtoms
of extrgme malertSlrsnr
which is defiD-itel-v
alien to traditional so-

ciety in this country".

But ttrc societY is no

loiger traditional. The

country's loP-sided

',vealth has meant a

dislocation both of the

e.ronolny and of tradi-
tional values. The run-

away inflatlon. the Pro'
btem of conspicuous

consumption have

taken their toll of

students values. Becau-

se of that. theY some"

times permit themscl-
ves the indulg9nc€ of
aduit indiscipune.

bocly who will thi-:n tti)
lu the nolls to,lrlirl:
.rhether suclr ;r pl:n
was ktndlv cou.:- iveti
or not,

It als0 mc'rns that
the demonstratirrg sir
denls, must bc able to
produce on demand.
cvidence that 5l per
cent of the students in
lnct apProled of th.ir
shon,. Where this in-
volves signing signa-
tur:s, who is qoing to
ieopardise his career
bv lonnalLy declarins
himself an agitator?

r\s has be:n said.
ll[s move tawards fas"
cism is not io.al to thi
headmasters at the uni
versitv of Ihadan. It is
part of an unfair esta-
blishment consPiracY,
the country over, to
check what they ima-
gine is the nuisance
value of the younger
generation.

Benue State's Cover-
nor Shelleng has got
the matter corrcctly
guaged. He talks of the
lads in dismal and ul-
patriotic terms. Accord-
itr to him, student
ieaders are being used
"as tools by Nigeria's
cn:my o{ progress"

We argue that (he
attitude is unlair bc-

Lruse histoncallv, ll.rr
Nigerian student h;ri
been perceptive where
the older generation
failed to see hevood
their nose.

The limt wave of
student demonstrations
in this country were
erther for patriotrc
reasons or ytelded pa-
trioric results. Studen,,.
of the Yaba College oi
Tcchnology had t r

smash windows t()

keep the first in<liqe
nous Nrgenan govero-
ment fri)m entennS
inti) a lrilitarr- lreat!
that s auld heve tmn.-
{erred tnaror decisions
concerning the Nig.:
rian Aruy to No. 10
Downing Street in
down town l,ondon.

Simi-larly, a strike
rrtion bv the juv.-niles
of King's Collcgc itt
l'943 tmnsferred Nige.
rian politics from the
narrow elitos of lagos
and Calabar, to the
broad masses of the
Nigeriar peopla. Yes,
the N.c.N.c., the first
populisr poltical orga-
nisatiorl in this coun-
tqr, was the direct
result of a protest by
King's College students
against the housing of
British colonial sol-
diers on their premises
during the Second
World War.

And recently, the
progressive thrust of
Nigerian students ha6
been expressed in their
attitudes towards cor.
rupt and progressive
reginres. lhe moment
universiw students de-
ciderl thit Gowon had
become a decided dir-
advantage to tho coun'
try, thc nun's legilDe

started the plunge that
saw it out of rrffice in
.Iuiv 1975.

lt was also reported
that u,hen Dimka (of
i)lessed memory) made
his radio announce'
ment to the effect of
all of us beiqg toge-
ther, students of the
University of Ibadan
took to the stroets to
signal what wmld have
counted as the begin-
ning of a protracted
civilian resistance to a
regirrE nobody was
prepared ro tolerate.

This is the success
story of students in
Nigeria. The story tells
oI the need for every
group that rules this
country at any poirt
j.n time, to guage their
popularity by student
responsg. In a situation
$'here shrdents have

joulllry, tl)0 outrage of
,l misgoverntrl society
that is too afraid to
prolest, will always
(irrd expression rn thc
stdl(e sctions of stu-
dents

But sometime-., thor
strikc actions have
bcen selfish and evea
lrres1xrnsibie. T h e

recenl protest Iodged
by some students of
crllieges of technologr
against a Federal Gov-
lrnment directed that
they cut grasses on
their premises rs a case
in point.

Prctests like this
have, on sevcral occa-
sions, called to ques-
tion, the maturity of
our student popula-
tion and potrayed
them as community
that ls hard put to deti"
ning its values.

But in gencral terms,
the "nuisance" approa-
ch of students to natio.
hal issues can bo des-
cribed as functional
irrcsponsibility. No

'"THIS 13 th. succ.s 3tory cf 3tu&nt8 ia tllgertr. Thc.rto{, tcllr ot tho
no.d for tvr(t gfirup ful nrter tNs coontry 8t eny pclol h tin, fo
guaigc thcir paF lsrt$ by shdalt rcrpom. In r Cluadoo sherc Cudtntr
hirc dhonslrded lhotr dehm{n lloa to hav. o ta, ln tta ioc'al srld
cc.ioolc lrco.. of thr ccmtry, tte outrrgo rl e lQrgcvornrrl srdrty
Ls too alrald to ptotcrr, y "r"rjff 

lu ttc sldlc ac{oo.
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