
7. THE MANIPULATIQ}.I OF RELIGX*}SrN NrG-ErRrA ropey, ifs s'ocrarAND pot.rTlcAr naJrs*
]-he .subiect of this lecture is the nnanipuration of religiomin Nigeria rodav' s&at I il 

-goine i; .irft ;o sfighrrv atrrea-the topic, as advertised, *"0 *r.rJr, ,rrJ-uo much ttre sociar.and political 
-context, but the sociar and poritiean &rssfs ofthis pattern of rnanip'ul*il*".

lbefimitions
The chairman of the recture, Fatrick Daudu, has in hisintroduction alre"av uaiirJtrr* discussion, which is as ieshould be. He says trr*i irr"ru are various dejinitioms ofmanipulation and iurn propouug ;. ;idrii"oh* framervorkof administrative tt eori. 

-d'rJ 
uin"*, in-$ru hiur"ry depart-rr:ent, we have always uon 

"rrr. 
subject ;; h;lirti; ;#d;;with the rotarirv of n"**n tiut.nl* ;;;;";*e, we rakein ali the adnriniutrutiu*Jil"ri** and even supersede tlae*rlNow, sonxebody rniehf ;;t, .*lrf pr_**J thar retrigionis being rnanipurat*J I" 

-xigu.iu 
today? what is ttre evi-dence? Doesn't.th: ;r{ mpi'. *f the lecture presuft,e sorr}e_thing wrrose existence-has to u- -rirllTr;#i"ffiH#ii&

which has to be proveai ru 1! u".t*"i,y a pattern of m:an{_putrarion trrat is inrotJinti b, is 
. 
ir merely ome *f con-testation between varioi.ls iufigious faiths?rt is clearly very i*e"iturt?u,_ we are precise about ourterms. The key term* is nraniperratiool-d*0"";r, vrrratevernormative context it is prurcJ, rnanipu!.atiore ruearu*,, s.r.r€re_tiatty, contro*ins the oirioi-Z't ;;;;;;;"Jn' i'rr*o witrt,tutthat persotx or group knowing the goals, puypose *ndmethod o'f that conn'it snd wftnout even betng aware tkara forwz of co,ntror is brt"s'exercised on-trr-ik at srt. sr:

* Abridged text of public recture organised by the sttide.n[s,{Jnion, Instirute.or Aa-i"irirr,i"", Ail;H iJlro Limversifir,zaria, at Law qr.q"ili;;";i;;;" can:pus or,-iao,roay" 3*tnNovember 1977' t ir i."i"o 
"iIo'upp.ur"d i, tt *,v**, Nigerirron 13th and 14th lanuary it?rt -
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tEae basis cf this.definition, what is ttre evidence that reiigionrs being manipulated in thir'."untry today??-here are some peopre *rro *o"ro iiv trr"t s, that istrrappening is a trei*rv deveroprail-";:;eopre becomingl*ore conscious of thbir rerigi^on, uu u iiy of life, andrejecting secularism. ctlr*ru wound say that what is 
,hap-

pening is that 'these christians, atrs being rri in their prace;or that 'these hduslirns' ur* o"* ueing-Jeirt-with properiy,etc., etc. wiat r want to get across to you is that there is asignificant number of inn'uentiar pr"prq*#* among youstudenrs, who deny rhat rerigion 
-i; 6ffi; ianiputated toserve particurar vested interests,- i" NrsE iu today. It is,therefore, irnnortant to estab,rish tir* puit^J* It ,rriu rnanipu-xailon before deating *iin'itl'uu**"

H'he .A.ssassination of Murtala
we could go back into Nigerian history to trace thispattern. Eut r wilI start with- trr" o."J"e#nts associatedwith the assassination of Murtara nautn*--o on r 3thF.ebl'uary !976, and the consequent investigation, trial ancrexecutions. nt is a convenieni startins-p;int for brevltyand axso because of the crarity with *irirr, lrrese deverop-r'nents brcught out the fu[ o-6nrrrti"'un['roreisr dimen-sir:tts of tiris pattern *f *^nlprlation.

, c'' the very day Murtala was assassinated and severardays afterwards, it was quite crear trr-i1irri"-i*r. domesticamc foreign forces operari"g on- riiii""ornlr, *rrn triedto present teis assassination ln rqtrigious terrns in order tofoster cotrnmnnar vioren.*. Tt. domestic forces were r",adeup of two main tendencier. Th"r* *"r* ,ir;; that wantedto preseRt Murtala as a Mustim martyr and his assassins aschristian vfirains. Then th;;; were those thar wanted to'r3resent Milrtara as a Musrirn vifiain 
-unJ 

fi, urruusins asChristian redee,rners. The foreign dimensior;;ffi*;;itseif very clearry-i" trr" ourp*t.r, from nzuter sent bytheir cleief-Nigerian correspondent, colin Fox, and broad-east over the tsritish Broadiasting b;rpili-on, which saidthat comrnunal viorenr* rruJ uror<en ;;;r &{urtara,sdeath im parts of -the country. co-ordin*iro #tr, ail these,at the public level, was a so-cafied *oil; of .ondorenceflrom an eyang*J,-?r orgunir^tion controred by a foreigngCIvernment, 'to Nigerian &{uslims ror trre los, tt u Musrimleader'. ?his rnessage came 
" i** t* d,; to have the
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intended effect. rn any case the powerful, popular andnational response, unprecedenteo -i; ;; history, rnadesuch rnachinations **Jt 
- 
*o., difficult.A signif;cant characteristic of artr these forces, dornesticand f'oreign, was 

^trrat 
they were ail biitte'ry opposed tothe domesric and foreign pirirl** oitir;;;;ernrnent underIv{urtatra. The domestiJfo?ces wetre a,n, Jtrrnost openxy, oF-posed to the decision on the ex-govel*ors ann.r-lnced hyMurtala in his broadcast of gro"F*il*lr,u 1976. usnnanFan'rk, ,oseph Gomwark and. Abb i *;ri, for exampre,were presented^as rerigiously devout readers most unfairtrytreated.l The foreign forces froitl n*ri., ,{merica anr!saudi Arabia. were uitterlv opposed to trre patriotic anddecisive poricies on soutli.ri Africa, 

- 
espuciauy supp*rtfor the M.p-r-.A., which not onry America and Britainwere fiercely opposing but even tfr* SuuOi-g;u"r**e&t u/asopposing by fi-rnding F.N.L.A rrr" p"irt-i *rot to getacross is that all these forces were joi"ttv ano uitterly otr]-posed to Murtara. Eut the rnornent he was assassinatedthese s&me divisive forces took wraat *orrllppear as dia-metricatrtry opposed stands, on ostensibry religious grounds,]]he faot that ail of them **.* fundarnentftrv hostile tottre new direction, towards genuine 

-irJ.punouor* 
andnationatr cohesion and comilgt purpose, the country wastaking, and atrI of them salJ-roar:?tata wis"drning Nigeriato comranunisnl was cai"flouflaged under ,-rur,* rivarry"This particular episode or ine *uniprt;ti;, of religioncid not stop with thi immediate aftermith oi trru assassina-$ion. Attempts seerfl to have been *"oL t* rru*per tireinvestigations, triar and 

"*u*.iti"nu or trro* ui,rro ccnspirerlto assassinate Murtara 
-by 

spreadrng *rr;t ru "o* beeominga standard toor - retigious bb;rffi;ir. 
-r,"ot 

rrate{y thegovernment Cid not succurnb to this.

C&ike Obi, the Dmrmr and the New Breed
The second significant, pubtric rnanifestation of this pat-term of 

'nanipuration was ctnnected with a speech by ctdkeGbi at the r9v6 Narionar union ;f 
^NdJri^. 

srudents,(N.u.Iv.s.) convention at gnugu. rn this speech chike obiisolated Islam and the ruuni r'or a speoiar attackls";#;causing backwardness. trf the spe*.h haa remained as a.speech at a convention it perhaps would not have had thenat-ioman significance it eanie to fruuu.

lir
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But ctreartry this was not just a speech at a convention.
Tlae departrnent of history at this univers,ity wa$ spegiaily

in"sitcd to write a reioinder to it by the editors of the Drum
amagazine, with an inoplicit offer of remuneration. our
r*g,ty was that slince there is a departrnent of history at the
q.-iniverslty of Lagos, where Obi teaches mattrernatics and at
other gmiversities closer to Lagos, why send ail ttrre way
to Xaria for a rejoinder on what is made to seem an his-

torical issue? We asked was this invitation sent to us in
order to generate a sensational controversy, which an

attack, frotn a departrnent in Ahmadu Bello University
om Chih* Cbi's staiements on Islam and the Fulani, could
tre used to create? tr knew Drum's Sotlth African roots
am*S tr noticed on the letter head that Chief Rotimi Williams
was one o'f its directors, so I added something about their
desire to make profits at wfuatever expense to our cotrntry.
firurrr, for sorne treason, did not carry the speech.

Eut the Chike Obi's speech did appear in New Breed,

another journal with an equally dubious purpose. Ttre pub-
tricatioa of that speech produceC violent reaction and
counter-reaction across the country and the government

trieel to seize sorfle of the copies of that edition. The re-

spsmses, T ttrink, were quite expected and suited this style
o{ manipulating religion, especially as it is spiced wiltt
erude ethnic chauvinisrn by Chike Obi. This v-zhole episode

was a typicatr exercise in provocation deliberately intended
to produce violent reactions and equally violent counter-
reaitions. trt is an exailnple of a well-tuned act of rnanipu-
latireg religion in Nigeria today.

Efue So-CaXtred 'Shania Debatd
The ttrird significant pubtric manifestation of ttris pattern

of rnanipu'lation continued to have the character{stics of
provocation - reaction - counter-reaction, through the
agency of the mass rnedia. Ivfost of this has trad as its
exouss rryhat is called 'the Sharia Debate'. But there was
one important episode which did not have this exsuse,

but cleariy was part of the pattern. This was the article
in the Swnday Times, whictr appeared just before the
Festac Durbar. This article took on a tone of hostile and
irrsidious reference$ to both Islam and Christianity. The
fedenal govefilment issued a' warning on this' but this
warning, although in strong tranguage, was ignored as the
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so-called 'sharia Debate' was deliberately pushed to becamethe most prominent issue in 
-the 

aiscussil;-;f dre fufi:reconstitution. This 'debate' provided un .r..ru* for thepublication of provocative aid scurrilous ,ri[lo purport_ing to oppose or support the sharia in newspapers, espe*l-
1{ly.th-e Punch.,..the New Nigirian uoA it, ffrgrrr,are,Srs;*p-dard. The media arso amplmeo various statemefits amdcomm]lniques 

{rom .sympbsia and seminars orgamiseetostensibiy to debate the constitution, but aetirafiy as partof thjs campaign of provocation _- reaction _ counte*:-reaction, the main feiture of this prraue ;;-;t - patterm ofmanipulation.
The constituent Assemb\r provided another forarm forth-is campaign to be continuei, 

"ruo 
*or. siridentiy. Therehearsals for this had been started in the constituemrDrafting committee. The erement of numbers is broughtin here more clearly tying in the manipulation of rerigi*r:.with the manipuration oi ethnicitv, ,iitirm ind regioear_isrn, quite conveniently.

But at the assembly, just as at the serninatrs, sy&lposiaand in the media, theie was reafiy no ;-but; in the senseof an articulation and considera"tioo oi b;, issues anddimensions of the matter. There were staternents andcounter-statementr^ Tuq. up of a series of assertions ofstrength, threats of civil war and broodshed and them piouspleas for unity; anc then th-. same cycre of assertioms,uPrul. uqd pi."-r is r.p"ut.o again. tt - o*o obviousfact that the whore judicial systern of the country is stactreedagainst the comrnon people finds no plaoe';n orrr* soreiideircle of non-deblie iniended primarity i;;;";;- a retrisio-*sand ethnic constituency framework for serf-aggrandise-
ment. trt is a well-known fact that the peasants and woriiersof tiris country - the true and only ilil6 ira nmmb*rsand production, and the true and onry min"uity io t;r;;;and wealth avoid contact with tlr*: poiir* amd tit*judic'iary because they fear the hararr*rnt,-lnfimidati**.
tod-swindling that usualry folrows. lt is weil knowm thatthe bourgeoisie have no such fear and some of trrem evem.boast of what they can do. rt is vrel t rrown that this isone of the fundamental causes or msu"uriiy *ro orime"And only a porice and judiciar system serving the mrassesand rooted in their midst can deatr with trrtl irrarever thelaw is. All rhese wefi-known ract, ;;; b;;Ltu ***u.ioned
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im the current campaign of provocation 
- reaction -sounter'reaction, which we are supposed tci believe isabout tire future judieial system rcr trre peopte of thiscountry ! !

The Staatdaa"d ENplanatioms for this Fattem
. Eut having established an outline of the public manifesta-tions of this pattern of rnanipuration *" cannot go on*lr"ely tc analyse its basis wittiout considerint the various

standa-t'd explanations given for it. There are 
"several.

1 There is the one which sirnpry ascribes uit tr,_i. to theiruherently barbaric and 
-piedatory 

character ofNigerian people rooted in our raqial grn.r. sometimes
rleis is exrended to all Africans ;r; brr;t peopre.2 A second explanation is cne which has it that thissort of conflict is an inevitable part of the process ofdevetropment towards a modern 

"utino-ui"L rit. thoseof North Arnerica and Western Europ"; urd graduallyrvith more scrroors, terevision t"tt,-ir*i magazine,graduates and suburbs we shan grow out of it asthese other 
_'deveroped countries' Liave ail done.3 r\ tlaird explanation which, like trr. urr""o, ,sed to bedominant t tire political science Orpaitment, butmight not stiil be, is the ethni*o*pJiti;; for scarce

, resoutrces by modernising e,lites4 'Tiae fourth one is that Juch developments are part oftire growth of curtural awareness and assertion;";;the nt:n-westernised section of Nigeria which tlrewesternised sections wourd resist bul ultimately suc-cuntb to.

{il&e Nigerian Character, Inypothesis
. T.he flrst expranation whith rnay be cailed .the Nigeriancharacter laypothesis' can be dismissed ar racist nonsense.rt mereJy expresses the refusar of the rriing .trrr*, of neo-coloniatr Africa to admit their lr.apu.lty-ii 

"*i"tain eventhe ereo-colonial structures at a tolerable trevel of efficiency.Instead of admitting their incapacity, ,rrr/ ioot in ourpeople t'or congenitar, inherited, 
-charlct.i-6ri..ts, 

just as
tlglu mentors, the colonialists, have -i;-y. done. The'Nigerians are ungovernabre!' cry is part ot-trri, attemptto deny politics and economics- and go for psychorogyand genetics, and thus to refuse facinf trre-lrute fact of
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lr#iffi is inherently and congenitafiy c*rm*.Sr, amd

q: Sfages.of-Growth Theory
The secold,*.*pr*-n"tionl irre 

.stages-of_growth explana-tion, is contradici.d bv lle eyiaerice ]"'N*rtro Arnericaand Wesrern Europ*, *hoo:".r_dil_.ilooosed 
ro rvpifythe most advanced ,t*eu yrt ,*ofred by hlma*t=r" NcrtllAmerica m"y u. ,"* i, ;;";, ffiil"?d"us rmetrrins hastaken prace ln it;- aJ ,;;; i.rh;-; ;;;# of freezins fsmore discernibr.-. !gtl, Americar r#";;;adiam sesieriesare seething with retigioirs a1d etrrnic-;n;;;, and comfricrsof the most murtifari;r;dq, whose significance, the orherwell-known myth, gf p,*uiir*, cannot hide. The erhos,politics and even oiarect-pattern of N#-y"rk, chicag*,

f,?:.,* 
and Montr.*i, f*'Jxarrrpt*, luuu" no do*nh€ abour

But tsergi'*-:r perhaps the best example of tlae farxaevof the stages-of-d"*ih- tt*o.v. rt **r-.il* of the mrutcountries to induitriarise uno uut"6riur, 
" t*orgu*ts d*rme-cratic systern. rt is. ri;h; ;;; one of rhe nrosr Erig*liy !n_dustrialised countries-"t 

-tilL 
world; u f*v helb cf tfu*European Comrnon Market t i!rr*,o# Ifr, **u ugr.ow$Er*indices, from c-olour t-f-rj_i* to suicide; from aeltihioticeper capira ro otrd peopre per capig Eil;birr'*o* Ee,xgiura:is racked wit! tension and c_onffict ou*i *re Llse of t*aeIanguages of the *emish 

"Io wu*oon *it ni- grorips. Thisconfli* ds arso a cathori;; pr"t;;;;";"ffi. Thene is moneed to mention 
^Sre-at 

npituin wi,th its Scottish, Wetrsh amdtrrish problems. A.,, tt *r*'oi"'o*r. are norrnarxy explaimedas further evidence of rhe ingvillpriiry ;i;hmic{ry; amdthe revised versio? of trr*-i""ritru,itv'i,r"io_luuuiry 
rtresis"trt is a'lways of course ,Jr* irre instabiiity of the wealtia,property and priv,ege of this bourgeoisie, but of thenation' The forrner gets mo:re stabilised * abroadl

rhe conepetition for $caree Resources Ra€ionaEisaffio,EThe hypothesis that a, *u"n ,"tisilJilJffi*o eonf{isrsare part of the inevitabre comperitid];l#nu s.es*ureesby modernisinq ethnic riit*'lt perhaps the inost 
^nopurarin this countrvl. rt was J;;; ?i*. almost rhe officia* idec*Iogy of this unio*^itn;6;;y our Faculty of Arrs axrdsocial sciences- rt is ;ili;# powerftrl, widely tuetd aara,,

E4
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Cisseminated. Tlris is trargely because it seems to provide
a sciemtific and rational justification for what woutrC otirer-

wise appear, for what it is, sordid, self-aggrandisernei:.t. For
u*uorriing to th.is hypothesis if one gets a ptrot at Victoria
Esleffid, cr a directorship, a Mercedes or sgfile strares, one

$s getting a share of ttle scarce resources of the country
on behaif of an ettrnic or religious group one is supposed

to belong to. Private greed and accumulation, legal and
tllegal, is rationalised in smooth Arnerican socia]. soience

:argon. Gifts, a pittance of what the modernising elite
],oots, at trocal functions and to individuals, seen to pro-

vide am empirical proof of thiq hypothesis, which is basic-

a}ly one of riding limousine cars, and vacationing abroad
on behalf of one's tribesmen or co-religionists, who atre

starving, but sornehow vicariously share in the trimousine

an,J tire luxury! trt not only provides a rational basis for
eorruption of all sorts and stealing, but makes all this part
of the eternal order, since according to bourgeois econo-

tni.cs, resources are always scarce, and according to bour-
geois political sc{ence it is the allocation of ttrese whickr
polities is always and everywhere about.

But let us examine the two key premises of this explana'
tion. T'he first cne is that there ls a scarcity of resources.

Ttre sbcond one that threre is a competition for this between
rnodernising elites.

In 61ur country the basis resources of labour, Iand,'watetr,
fauna and flora are, far from being scarce, abundant in an
almost absolute sense. What is scarce is the utilisation of
ttrese r*sources" Or more accurately, the organisation for
their utilisation. The first premise is clearly false"

$y'hat about the second premise? Is there any co&lpetition
betweem modernising elites? A few days ago the annual
pulblic aecounts of the Metal Box Company were published
in the papers. One of the directors is called Mr. Silas
Daniyan and another is called Alhaji Shehu Malarni. One
is &4r. Silas and the other is Alhaji Shehr:. Are they in'
volved in any competition in Metal Box boardrooms? This
is presurnably what we are supposed to believe. We are
supposed to believe that Mr. Silas is somehow represent'
ing Christians and Alhaji Shehu, somehow, the X,,{ustrims,

amd they compete in Metal Box to obtain scarce resources
for the ethno-religious communities their names ascribe
them t*. Far from cornpeting, every evidence indicates that
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a

they co'operate fu'y, as they. have the sarne interest in p{ay-ing their ro]e or ,to*l "iitionutr,;-;, 
;il Atex Fage, etu*chairman of the *otrr., rurgqr Box company in Eritain"calls them, whel he r*p.rt.o on ho*--ilriehly profitablethe Nigerian rnark"t n", i.ln for the Company.' Take those pe9d9 who- got comrnissiori frorn ,-eyiamdfor the buses,and-snareJii out-among themserves. werethey comperins'r-n, ;t 

"f;;- with *-.rr- oii*rr In ali rhereporrs of the 
.pro-b-"r 

-pubrished, -h;;;;*i* 
or niiliioras *fnaira were invoried, uri*[rt rr ltg^r*erJlilr.o of evideneethat anv comgeJiti.o, hd;red the i"*r, trruough wtirahpublic weatrth was troorea--frre ;ri-d*;lu 

"r co-operario,nand collusion, and where ther.e. was conflict, it had not'rinsto do; even uf. *. prr!.r.o"*, *iiq .trrr#rTr,?irUon bur hae.&castr, and individual er.J. ane this happened right acr*ssthe country. Tlrgr. irliow ururturtial docrlrnentation of fireopemtion of this system for at lqtt rhe period ng70-?5" gchalle*ge aII those *t 
"-rr"io and disse;6; rhe theory ofconrpetition for scarqe resources on behalf of ethnie andreligious sroups to show "r, grdence;il; frcn: rreese orany other body of documenis!. lvhail, qrit- crear is firatrhere was competitiora-;;;-;hi_ ffi t.Trffi trre inreresrof the comrnon people of this;""#;; 

"ni-irr* one hand,'and avaricious private i"t-.i"rt, of intermediariee rlgla€across the coylrrv and thetu ;-pio-il;';ffi;tn;H ffit;across the wortrd, on the other.

The Culfura! Awareness and Assertioers IWythThe fourth expran-ri"; f;;'this pattern-"#events, thet itis an expression of. gr;;ir; culturat 
"*urul*ru hy nom-westernised groups, is easy tJ..u through. This can be donejy^rj bl"nin^s 

!o dir"ou"r-in" 
"urturur "JnJu;h trrese as'er*trons. one of the naost strikinj r.utrr*, oi"i# uruurtrons andposturing by these so-cailed defenders #; non-westernculture, is that- they ar: 

"*nr1 of culture, non_\ryestern crwestern' tsut they are fulr of "h,r*u6;;h't"yp*nr;uy 
andother sentiments which ur" n"*uclays scraped up tc cov*trthe greed and neuroses of the rnore insecure fractioms erfNigeria's denendent bouiffis;e-, nrl---rii,rru, as rhardimension of hu*u, uxirtlnru dearing with f,ndanaemtafconceptions and varues and their il;;cation amdexpression (except in its neo-coroniur i.uio"* form), iscompleteiy absent from these assertion, 

"*a 
.u**x:en*,ss,_
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Erien the posturrings in defence of non-westernised culture,
takes the form of a caricatr.rre of western orientalists and
anthropologists protecting pristine native cultures. 

---:;: --^-

H'he ffi,eatr Basis of the Manipulation
[f ax'I these standard and conventional exp{anations for

ti:i-e pattern of events are false and naysiityi*g, what then
$s its real basis? trn order to get to this we have to start
our_analyses wjttr the rneaning of manipulation.tf ttre meaning of rnanipulation is iontroiling the acttonof a p'erson or group wtthout that person or griup kncwingtke gaals, purpose and method o,f'tkat contrlor and without
evefl 

-being dwsre thfit a f orm of contror is being exercisedo* thern at all, *ren an essential p*.ordition for it isignorance on the part of those who ire being man-ipulated.
Eut ignorance of what? trt is impossibre to kfep a group ofpeople, especial'ly those belonging to the proa""tiuJ claises,ignorant of alr aspects of socia] uoJ piuii.ur rearity. soit-taas to be igno'ance of son:e aspects of reatrity. But, th;;what particular aspect?

- The part'icular aspect of social and political reari?y tobe obscured and mystified depends o" it* p"opose of theananiputration. It also depends on the strucftire of the eco-Eomy and society wirhin which 
_rhis manipulation d ;tirgplace. [' the case of the manipulation ,i [rigi"n rn Nigeria

i.*duy the purpose of this manipulation Ir t"" be fo*nd inttie purposes and function of the crasses who do thismranipulation. Nobody denies that the class responsible isyt *-t is popularly knorvn as the'erite', or *orc substantiaily
the interrnediary bourgeoisie. This class is cieated to se*reas the link and interm_ediary between the p*opr* and thewealth of Nigeria and the worrd capitatiii-system. nt iscreated to serve as the leading agenf of the trarling-postwhieh has been and stilr is Nigerla. n ru" only continueto be dominant_ if Nigeria reriains a trrolns-port; that isa trading-pogt, built to export raw materiais and irnportmanufactured goods and.iervices; a truJins-pout vrhereownership and consumption and not prodili;* are domi-nant in the whole systern.

what r want to get across is that an intermediary bour-geois whether a contractor, financier, bureuurrut, acadernic,xandlord, oryner of assernbly ptants, ;;;;;;;porter livesby approp'iating goods and vaiues for consumption which
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he ptrays no rore in cteating. Hg is a broker, a mdddlernaa,s-ocially, eronomicaily ard curturally, 
-H;' 

ennbodies thedonrination o.f apqropriation over-.creatron; consumptiomoyer production. Far lrom contributi*e d tkre eneationof 
-rnaterial goods, services, or eveo tun&ionlng soeiar andpolitical values and structures, he surviu"u oo shortagesand btroekages in_production just u* io ,o*unicatio& asldunderstanding. 

Tl*^ ir the quinr*useniiat !u-t**o ! This istrus of the sleek fat cat as it is of the l?an cat tryi.mg t*get fat.
can this sort of. person come out and frailktry asir thepeople to follow him for wtrat he is? so ttrat he eam take

! piece of paper frorn one bank to anet[uc ]ro", ome fae-tory to ,aRother, and make rnffiions? what'n me*sl is thatthe iatermediary bourgeois will cease t"- *l*t CInee thepeople can see clearly what his true nature is" can **yioaycomle out and say 'vote for me so that tr can get confractsand buitrd foreign bank accounts and irouses witFr miliforeign partners'? or, 'forlow me and tristen to rn* so tlaatx c3n.get a rlo_t_ at lkoyi or tsompai and 8* ; direc{orshipand shares in u.A.c. or r.evenc*t oi ;f;ii-* ntc so thar
n- can get a big job and you ca& derive tlie sati.sflacti*nthat, although you do noi have_ one square meal a da,'and your_daughter is deformed uv **o'oing of ehrq:eri*malaria, n arn_eating dinner noriing r-Iid.O0 at F.ectrea.a1Palace suites Holet on your behalf i*o trrut'o{ ottrers imour tribe and rerigion'? can anybody ;**; out amd saythat? I{o ! frtt is'why this crass rru* # ot seure tts tfficro{e and funcrion in our po,Iitical ;o*;ff yors eammotstand amd win erections, &"n if the ulu"i*rur c*llugu i*oniy two dozen co,ncilors, on the pratform tt ut y*u v.+,anfto own houses in Ikoyi or in London-"

what I arn getting at is that tFre interrnediary bourgeoascannot appear as vrhat he really is in ttre politieal ea*n*ornyof Nigeria. He has to find a cclver. He 
"*nnoe 

eraina p*triti-cal leadenship openiy on the groum.ds that he is, or :aramtsto be, an gxporter-importer, a contractor, commissiora-agent, shareholder, rentier or rich bureaucrat. rg--l=[--i]take cover as a Musrim or ct*istiun. rr* n;;; take aoveras an {bo, tr{ausa, ndoinir or Efirc. rr* rr*. i*-take om. dis-grrises" E{e has to posture as a _'$ajo.rity- *r * *rmimemiq5o,.

The rnanipulation^ of rerigion in Nisiril r"d"y i* *u**rt*fiya m€ams of creating the context for this faney-dreus u*lg,
gn



f*'i 'ri:is *I:-rarade of cJisguises. This garme of'masksl
"^rl- 

g 5
t",*tu,*tutr5lslH

T.he rean basis of the manipulation of reiigion in }dlgeriatccay' is the need to obscu* rro* trru p#pl* of Nlgeriaa ftrmcamentai aspect of our rearity: that is the domina-tlca of our potritiJal econ**y by a plass of intermediadeswhet are being increasingly exposed. And tiris is to enabletfois ctress to eover themselves wlth .Jigi*, and ethnicdisgi:ises i,, order to further entrench division annong our3:eople, siorv down their aw*t*rins, 
"n 

-ry cost; even trremruit'y of our coun&'y, for which ,;';r;h'hu, been sacri-frced,
"P"eceret3y, some of you students, here in trre carnpuses inzaria and Kano, became active ;g#; ;i this patterno'f rnanipuration. This is mainry thrd;h-ir," **v you havedefined the issuel in your 

"i."1i""q. 
it *d;; appear to youthat joinrns in this rnanier"riol l, ilAlomething Eew,avant-garde and protolldly po{iric*i. li"*ist t weil seemtg y**. that you. are taking part in some i.iuv advancedstrat*gic or tacticar operatloi etc., etc. you might not beclcf ec]ough to know,-but a Jot of you shoulcl, that what

]i"*u- are doing is retrogracre in a reaily fftgit seRse. It hasatrl beeer done before,-h*r* io tri, od""Ji^-ano its bank_ruptcy hecarne so bratant. There_was a poritical organisa:tiom know as the Non-f"turli", League. The N.F.C. andu'ed"E.c., A.G. and most oi the otter'p*iti"* made rhesairle assertions and posturing that sorn*l 
"i y"L are rnakingon'eligion; that is over tweity years ago and they did notget-anywhetre: except into confusion.

F.ar fronr engaging $ anything- uoiq*e you are doing
Yqut every chuap }nperianist huckster has done and is stillcoirug - using ierieion to confur. u"J oJJlurur*. R.ightnow it is being g?oi in Egypr, Ethiopia, iuol*oi*, Sudan,amd other countries uuo,rrro'tir" *o*d. For some of yout&ere is, r think, no likerrhooJ trr*t vo, *iil l,ner appr"ci-ate tt:at you are nlaying this roie. gri *.rt -ot 

y"u mayface up to tLre r*itity, t6* il*u.l brutal facts of our sociatrand *conornic rearity. you may ru." ,p io-irri*, honestry,amd *p to the c*nsequences, i3 to where your duty andresponsibility ries. !9u nnav refuse 
"rJ i"ui* the paradea;rc mrarch-past of aH parasiticar ano ieJr;gr;;; forces inrotla': dn'rng-heap of history. The choice ir iiot g*ing to, be'
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indefinitely open to you. But whatever you choose snlrpeople are going inevitably towards their total ltberatiom"The rnanipulation of rerigion in uigei;a toory cam oniy
rvaste tirne, a litttre time.

1. These three were gov.xfrj"$ Norrh-west stare, Ftarearestate, and North-central state hording trre-rads *f Assist_ant cornmissioner of Folice, cornmiJsi;;*; ,f- Forice aractAt*r tsrigadier respectively when trr" c"*"* regirne xrastoppled. Along with the other nine rnilitary a;:.c? pcricegovernors th"y were dismissed with ignontiny and tem.million naira worth of their domestie ;;,*t- 
^;-nfiseateri,

This was announced by Murtala in u ,rution-wide hroac-cast on 3rd February 1976. \4zhat finaily provokecr r-tee
f,orces of reaction to mount their r*u"rriJ" illunuu hdrir*tala's governmart was this part of the broadeast. ft.{,*c-taiasaid: n. . . all the ex-mititary governors ancr trre forrn*radministrator of East-central-stite, *itt, tn"lxception *ftwo, were found to have grossly abused ;Lk office aniguilfy of several. irreguLar- p.r"ti"*r. cr*u.iy-r,rr*l invrstu:.-gation has reveated that thby had uulruv*i tile trust aacconfldence reposed in them by the natlon. bh;;* of thercwho wore uniform betrayed tire ethics or their-professienand they are a disgrace io trrese professionr. rh*y shouldbe ashamect of themselves. They are therefore ail dismi"qse,jwith ignorniny and with immediate effect. wt *r*"tlre pubii+officers have not been able to explain satisfactoril_li g11*i,

earnings and assets, these have been 
"o"nr"ut*ot. 

r* adeii-,tion, the Ministry of Justice and polic* *iil l*L into slecriminal aspects of their activiries with ; ;iloJ't* takingthe necessary legal action if need be., slhat made thiseven rnore threa-tening was that a !"Trite Faper, setting *uithe decisions of the governrnent ore the findings of thepanel which investigated these go.,orroru,--r*Jurul com=rnissionErs and offiiials was isJued irnmediaiely ("fo-er,*.,Nigertan fth February 1976 and l0th e,-Ur"*r:, ng?6)"Among the intentions mentioned in the whit" d*p*n werethe decisions:
(p)^r9 investigate the overseas assets of arl trre geive:r.llors

and federal cornmissioners: - ---- 4

(b) To investigate the domestic and overseas assets +ftheir associates and of 'certain individuai, *t i"guew c.ieteovernight'.

-(c) To carry out further investigations into the a.ssetsof some senior s-erving or retired offi"*rs 
"i trr- go"E/cs*-

ment no,t included in those already investigat*A. 
*-
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xlriitfui,, ten days of this broadcast, Murtala was assassin-at*d" see the recture o" rrr"rtur" Mrt uri# Memorialxlay, page r02 above, ror tiir-oi."u.uio"-ri'iir"".ienificance
'Gf, rrres* decisions lo"o""ouo 

";- 3;J"rrirr"ry 1976.:{' orae of the most volurninour-"1utples of this type of, out-i*ok is rhe thesis or u^rrm"j u"rrr**-j'f*lrr, forrner\,.iee-Ciranceuor or nal,"i" ii"i*..ltv]'ii#; r{ atues anttilubiic Affairs: .the ALUr*iu ol riry io1ilro CaliphateExi;erience b 
,the _TronrSrr:iitton of ,nr" alsirian poltty{Ahinadu Eeito u11;y.ryiry , 

"iiri'i,"igii. ';i,T 
views andrhose ot" chike obi, proi*Lr of Mathematics at theu*a:'yei.sity of Lagos,'".;;;tiully constitute comptementary

ffi;il1." 
on rhe same'tn"*". i"J fi;; ii;;,,Z"r,,,,ilaAugusr,
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