THE MINORITY ¥ROBLEM IN NIGERIA

BY
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Introduction 

I am grateful to concerned citizens among the Oron
people fbf affording me this forum to make certain
1clarifications about the minority problem in Nigeria.
fBlindxemotion will get a country or the world nowhere,
y;;IﬁSelieVe in discourses and actions inspired by a
huﬁane purpose and informed by science. We are cocncerned
gere with ethnic' .minoritges.

§
¥

Ouf'discourQE will be taken in four parts: some

preliminary questions, the social systemic context of
thé minority issue, solutions within bourgeois rule,
and solutions possible in the new humanism called .

‘socialism®,

PART ONE

PRELIMINARY QUESTIONS

Ethnic Groups and Minorities

' There exist two types of what one may call prigordial
minorities in modern states, namely, ethnic and beliqious
minorities. Primordial groups follow iines of social
cleavage handed down by tradition., Men have alWays
had different cultures in which have featured different
languages or religious beliefs, The ethnic and
religious minorities frequently suffer from exploltétion,
oppression, repression, persecution, domination and
various kinds of discrimination from larger and more
privileged groups., Often the attendant injustices and

inhumanities are buttressed with violence.
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Ethnic minorities are of two types. We shall call
them primary and secondary minorities. A primary ethnic
group is marked by & distinct language; a secondary
group is marked by;a dialect of a language spoken by a
primary and 1argéf‘ethnic collectivity. An example will
make the matter clear. Compared with the large Yoruba
ethnic’group;'the‘Tiv ethnic group is a minority.
quéVer, wiﬁhin the Yoruba primary macroscopy, the Lkiti,
forsinstance, are distinct from the Egba, the Ijebu, etc,

If in the Yoruba macroscopy the Oyo are more numerous

~ than thefkiti;'then the latter constitute a secondary

minority in Nigeria.
In Akwa-Ibom State, for instance, the Ibibio are
a fairly large ethnic group - by far the largest in this

statee However, within the Ibiblo group, we have

Urusn, Eket, etc. as secondary groups. The lbibio

sub-groups that are smaller than the largest constitute
minorities within the Ibibic macroscopy and thus
secondary minorities in Nigeria.

Taking Nigerié as a whole there are three very
large ethnic groups, namely, Hausa, Yoruba and Ibo.

Compared with them, the rest are minorities, so that the

soterm'minorities' in Nigeria commonly refers to all the

ethnic groups other than the three largest. However,
within this large conglomerate of minority groups,

there are many gradations in size. 3Some, like Ijaw,

‘Kanuri, Fulani, Ibibio, Tiv, Urhobo, Benin and Nupe are

fairly large. There are quite small ones, like Oro,
Bekwara, Angas and Itsekiri that are primary groupss
From the point of view of language, there are

clusters of distinct but related languages in Nigerla,



Thus the speakérs of Bini, Urhobo; Ishan and Ora speak
the Edo cluster of languages. Similarly the speakers of
Ibibio, Oro, Annang, Okobo, Ibeno and Efik in the former
South-Sastern State speak a cluster of related languages
which their Ibo neighbours call 'Mongo' from thelr comnon
name for water. The speaking of a cluster of related
languages, however, does not constitute all within the
cluster into one ethnic group, let alone a nation.
For instance, in Europe the French, Spaniards, Portuguece
and Italians speak distint languages that are quiteﬁlosely
relatad within the Romance or Latin custer. As ethnic
groups, the French, Spaniards, Portuguese and Italians
are distinct. A distinct language within a cluster is
different from a dialect of a distinct language.

In Nigeria, the case of the Fulani people presents
a special compliczatione. The Fulani are a distinct
Ilethnic group that have so lived and mingled with the
Hausa people into whose territories their ancestors
nhad miqgrated centuries ago, that iz makes sense to
recognise one hybrid, Hausa-Fulani, even though the two
are still differentiated in language and non~Islami¢
ethnic traditions. tict all those who speak Hausa are of
' the Hausa ethnic group. Hausa as a language is used asg
non-inglish, non Arabic, and non rfrench lingua franca
throughout the Western 3udan. The 3ritish colonialists,
to facilitate communication, got it taught in schools
throughout Lugard's Northern Nigeria and got it adopted
as an indigeneous lingua franca in the British colonial
army of Nigeria.

If we go back to precolonial dayS, it was not the
different ethnic groups that constituted nations in
what is now Nigeria. It was rather the different states

and kingdoms like those among the Hausas and Yorubas,



the different dukedoms or chiefdoms like those among the

Jukuh and Efiks, and the different village-gioup communes
like those among the Tiv, Ibo, Ibibio, and Idoma that
each recognised one authority. These were the boundaries
of citizenship. The idea of nationality among the
Yorubas, Ibos, Ibibios, etc came long after British rule
héd been established, It was glven expression by the
formation of ethnic unions like the Ibo State {{nion,

the Ibibio State Union, the Egbe Omo Oduduwa, etc.

These ethnic unions wereﬁﬁméévin the cities of colonial
Nigeria where members of the same ethnic group came
together for some purposes. Given this history, the
Hauszs, Kanurls, Fulanis, MNupes, Ijlaws, etc., that have

no ethnic unions have hever been 'nations’. 'The Yorubas
- became an ethnic union 'nation® only around 1947 and
only for those who formed and supportzd thz Egba Omo

Oduduwa.

NIGERIAN NATION AND NEGLECT OF MINORITIES

What British colonialists created in Nigeria was
not & nation; it was a éolony called Nigeria. However,
in this colony a patriotic desire arose among the o
Nigerians themselves for unity, political and economic
dndependence, progress im the form of modernism, and
dignity for both iggg Nigerian and the black man.
Thé Nigeria?ﬁation‘was'created by Niqerian patriots and
the Nigerian masses with them in the long struggie
for nation formation from the 1920s to 1960.

' During this struggle two things happened that ars
of'importance. After 1914, the British colonialists

administered Nigeria as a unitary state. Before Dr.

Nnamdi Azikiwe wrote The Political Blueprint of Nigeria




in 1943, it was generally presumed that Nigeria would be
a unitary state. The book by Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe was the

first to suggest a federation. The presumption of
unitarism arose from the actual unitary administration
of Nigeria and from the fact that Great Britain, a
world dominating state and the administering power in
Nigeria, was multi-ethnic and yet unitary in political
constitution.

By creating three‘regions - West, Bast and North =-
in 1946, sir Arthur Richards took a step that pointed in
the direction of federalism, although the Richard's
Constitution, 1946, was actually a unitary one with
reyionali devolutlion of some central authoritye

The move towards a federal form of government was
actually taken by the MacPherscn Censtituticon in
1951 - 52, but the variegated multi-ethnic character
of the country was again ignored.

The launching of the MacPherson Constitution led
to‘the emergence of the Action Group and the Northern
People's Congress as reqgional political parties in
West and North respectively. The split of the
nationallst movement in 1948, the Fact that the only
nation-wide nationalist organisation, the National
Council of Nigeria and the Cameroons (NCNC), was more of
a propagandist than an organiser, and the embrace of
Dr. Nﬁamdi Azikiwe by the Ibo State Union after the
death of Herbert Macaulqy produced a set of circumstances
in which the NCNC also became in effect a political
party largely based in the Eastern Region. The Action
Group, the NPC and the NCNC embarked on exploiting the
Mchherson Constitution in West, North and East respectively.

The Action Group, in effect, remained a party with



.Yoruba hegemony, the NPC remained a party with Hausa -
Fulani hegemony; and the NCNC degenerated into a party
with Ibo hegemony;

The primary minorities were side-tracked. Theykwere
supposed to exist as underdogs In Regions dominated by
the three largest ethnic groups.

From about 1953 started a strong agitation by tas
primary minority groups for more states to be created 1n
what had become a federation rather than a unitary state.
In the Lastern Region, the Calabar - Ogoja - Rivers (COR)®
State Movement emerged. In the West the Mid-west State
Movement emerged., In the North emerged the United

iiddle Delt Congress (UMBC) and the Borno Youth Movement,
 Still the minorities were ignored.

The minoritv agitations, however, led thé British
colonialists toc set up the Minority Commission under
Sir Henry Willink in 1957. This Commisslon lost the
oppotunity of creating more states to give a real sense
of kelcnging to the minorities.

A second development of importance is that there
now emerged in the regione a group of politicians who
were eihnic chauvinists of the biggest ethnic groups.

In their minds the West was an empire of the Yorubas,
the East an empire of the Ibos and the North an empire
of the Hausa-Fulanis. They would hear nothing of the
creation of more states, which meant the dissolution
of their empires. However, ;fgeﬂAction Group in 1960
became the federal opposition party anrd made a well-
organised effort to go national by penetrating the

NPC and NCIC empires in North and East respectively,
‘the NPC -~ NCNC federal governmental coalition moved to

disrupt the Action Group base in the West by creating



the Mid-West State in 1963, The 1lbo leaders of the

NCNC and the Hausa -~ fulanl leaders of the NPC set their
féces sternliy against the creation of any state in East
or Northe.

Such was the situation until young army officers,
fed up with the insincerity, selfish ambitioris and
ethnic war—-lordship of the so-called political 'leaders’',
staged a military coup d'etat in January, 1966,

The Mirariampeople today ought to know that through
1965 the country was seathing with minority revolts. In
Tiv Division the revolt of 1960 for a state was resumed
in 1964, In the Sast>rn Reglion, Isaac Boro was preparing
a revolt in the Rivers Province of EBastern Nigerila,
which was launched as soon as the coup d'etat of January,
1966, tock place. In the area that ba2came the former

Soutn Eastern State, an armed rehellion was being

prepared by the youths, and the ekpe ikpa-ukot movement

had started in the IbibiO'ﬁQrﬂana.:* with the creation
of a state as @ motivee. |

| It is notewotthy that the Ironsi military government
not only ignored the minority question but also abolished
the federal form 0of government. The latter act was
wldely interpreted as a move to impose on the country
a dictatorship of the 1Ibo chauvinists. This 1s at least
one of the causes of the counter-coup d'etat that . saw
Yakubu Gowan in power., Gowon comes from a very small
minority group in former Northern Nigeria, the Angas.

It is not surprising that it is under Gowon that a
bold and frank move was made for the first time to face
ﬁhe minority QUeStion. In July, 1%9%7, Gowon created 12
states in the federation. Almost immediately Chukwuemeka

"Odumegu Ojukwu, an Ibo war lord who had seized LEastern



Nigeria in the wake of Llhe Guwon=led coup, declared a
secession of Eastern Nigeria and this led to war
between Cjukwu's secessionist trocps and federal troops
at least
under Gowon. It is noteworthy that[?ﬁzé when Ojukwu
as ruler of Eastern Nigeria spoke of the ragion, he
referred to the minorities there as'the so-called
minorities!' as if the monitity question really did not
eiist. Actually,‘ojukwu told foreign journalists that
the creation of stét@s by Gowon was the trigger of the
civll war in which Gowon and he featured as leaders.

we do not refer tc this secession and anti-secession
conflict a3s the only civil war, because we hold the
view that it was not the first or the only civil war in
self-governing Nigeria. The Tiv war for a state was
the first civil war., The Qgg;;-led war for a Rivars
State wag the second c¢ivil war. Because these wars
were waged by minority peoples for a state, however,
thev are treated with levity as 1f they do not deserve
the name of civil war.

Because the politiclans of large ethnic groups
only play chauvinistic games with the cuestion of
autonomy for cthers, it has been left for successive
military regimes to try to face the questicn of ethnic
minorities by creating states and local governments.

| The chauvinistic politiclans of the big-three
ethnic groups beaﬁ@ﬁin‘Eesponsibility for the initia-

tion and perpetuation of milltary rule.



PART TWO

SOCIAL SYSTEMIC CONTEXT

CAPITALISM AND THE MINORITY QUESTION

Nigeria is not simply a congeries of ethnic groups
as ethnic chauvinists see it. After all, the citiles
and the so-called leaders in government, economy, ¢hurch
and education do not live ethnic lives. The actual
erlUtion of Nigerian society is away from the ethnié
world and its traditions. Modernisation‘eveé@here in
the world, including Nigerila, implies de-ethnicisationg

We shall take a look at three crucial aspects of |
Nigerian society which are not rooted in ethnic
foundations and yet affect the ethnic minority question.
‘These are capitalism, primitive capitalist accumulation,
and imrverialism. We start with caplitalism.

In Nigeria the capitalist element of social
-formation dominates the cities and the doings of the
élite, and the cities and the elite dominate the
‘rural areas and the country.

As an economy capltalism is a system with a

number of key characteristicse.

(a) It is a market system, i.2. & buylng and selling f

system, in which the main players are profit f
seeking businessmen who own the means of productioﬁ
and trade, including money and physical goods, /

in the form of business capital.

f

(b) These proprietor-vperators engage the full-time
labour of less fortunate persons as wage earners
to prcduce profits for the business owner,

(¢) These workers must produce a profit for the owners

- to be continuocusly engaged.



(d) A part of the profit produced for the owners the

latter accumulace to increase their capital wealth.

(e) The capitalist enterprises so organised compete among ﬁ
themseiﬁesﬁfor the highest profit to be gained¥from‘ ' i
the needsﬁbfr§OCietY.

(f) The accuﬁﬁ{g*ion of profits and capital is insat*able;\
for the’ bin:er a capitalist's capital wealth is, the '

‘ bigger he still wants to make it, driven either by

greed, or bv the exigendgs of power competition,
! /‘

Capitalism is not mere trading, money making or profit
making. The employer - employee relationship in which "

the capléal owngr or group of such owners is the employer
who employs the full time labour of other people as workers
to gengtgte a profit for the owner is gssential to the
defin;ﬁion of capitalism. It is also essential that the
profik;denerated is at least in part accumuliated for more
wealthﬁand power, It is also of the essence of capitallism
that,éhis greed for wealth and the power it gives is
contéﬁﬁous and insatiable.

;p some capitaiist companies these days workers hold
very. sia]l shares as savings. However, the capitalists,
the effective owners of the company, are the owners of
1a;ge or significant shares. These alone can sit on
coﬁpany boards as directors.

For a country's economy Lo be capitalist it is not
necessary that most of the operaters be capitalists.

Once an economy rests on buying and selling activities
and the main decision makers in it are the proprietors or

managers of the relatlvely few enterprises organised

capitalistically, the econcmy is capitalist.



It should be noted tha’ because undsr capitalicm the
goods and prefits which the workers produce belong not to
them but te their master=-ucers, ths capltalist economy is
both a master-—and~servant and an expleitativa one.
Bxploitavion ie defined aimply as the use of Ulother people
for oug's oWl endse %‘a capitalist economy is thus
exploitative hv the very character of the employer =
employes relotionship 4n it, irrespective of whether the
employer is kind or shakeds

‘Capitalist society has a political and a culiural

sicdes 4s a polity a capitalist country is oirganised as

a stato for law and orders No matter the form of this
state the state apparatus and the statets iunflyence are
ased in the ultimata to protect capitalist propariy,
susztain copitalist contracts and ralations and altogethef

sustain or promote capitallst accumulation,

(n the cultural side, capitalism rests on and promotes

commercialism, a profit motive in everything, individualism,

greed, the use of others as instruments for one's ends,
cailouﬁness, oppobtunibm, covruption, mendacity,
giéptomania, the tendency to cheat in everything, and
philigtinism (i.es preference for material things,
especially woney)s Tt is thrs not an accident that in
any society developing capitaliatically (irrespective of
continent, country, religion or rrecapitalist traditions),
these beaatly elements of behavior come to predominate.
since capitalism is the‘type of systewr we have
described it to be, it is antilnman and discriminatory.
ého selfishness, exploitation and greed in it lead
easily to variéus injustices in economy, polity and
culture. In such a situation all groups ars bound to
guffer to the extent that théy have not capital or
mnoney power, %hoso groups that are mincorities in

such a situation suffer doeubly - hoth because they



have no capital power and because where numbers are
important, as with elections or market size, they are

heglected by the gresdy fortune hunters. Because
capltalism is exploitative and callous, capitaliéts do not
waste sentiments on those who a2re financially weakX. After
all, capitalisnm ic not philanthropy; it is the perpetual
war of greed. A

Primitive Cavitalist Accummulation

- The initial stage in the development of capitalism
is called the stage of primitive capitalist accummulation.
This is the stage where all Third World capitalistic
countries in Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Milddle East
have been since the dissolution of direct colonialism between
1950 and 1960, ‘This is the atage at which would-be capitalists
get money or other resources from the existing domestic non-
capitalist soclal environment and from the ihéérnational
environment to found and expand zapitalist enterprises.
A capitalist enterprise is a large or fairly large one. To
have the capital for it, one has to have recoursc to one or-
a number of channels of primitive accumulation., These are
profits accuaulated in long distance trade, land rents, gains
| from real estate and monetary speculation, government contract,
and many kinds of stealing and fraud involving large amounts
of wealth, The stealing or fraud is mainly used to divert
government revenue or property intc private hands. Mon=zy
got from these sources may be used directly to found
capitalist enterprices, put is more commonly fed into banks
which then lend to would-be capitalists. This 1g the way the
development of capitalism was financed in all developed and

is being fincnced in all underdeveloped capitalist countries.



Primitive accumulation affects minorities in at least
four ways. To the extent that government contracts are
used to finance capitalism, the contracts are likely to go
to businessmen that belcong to larger ethnic groups, since
governments ln the period of primitive accumulation tand
to be very chauvinistic. Secondly, even if the capitalist
business concerns are organised as companleg, capltalists
of the same language group tend to operate together, This
is very much the case in Nigeria. Thirdly, businessmen
tend to do business on familiar terrltory, where, for
instance, thers is no lanquage problem or ethnic inhospitéf

s271ltys Thzrefore, the larger the ethnic populaticn |
larger the initial and familiar market. Fourthly, as all
rasources »in a multi-ethnic country become national
resources, a minority croup with a valuable and easily
exploitable resource but witn no finaanclal power in effect
transfers that resource to others wnho can exploit it.
In this way, for instance, non-Qron people can do more
effective fishing in the waters arcund Oron, and even
Oron fishermen are becoming virtual employees of non-Oron
capitalistic creditérs. A similar development is occuring
in the upper Crosskkiver Basin and elsthere in the
country, where peasants become indirect employees of

capitalistlc middlemen and craditors.

Impeariallism

we shall deflne lmperialism here as the ownership,
control and exploitation of raw materials or markets in a
capltalistically weak country by large capitalist firms
in a country that is stronger capltalistically, CcCapitalistic
strength lies'in‘investment, tecnriological and competitcive

abllity,



Wigeria is a mevcolonlal country under largely Buro=-
American domination, Neocolonialism is a stage of capita-

lisf imperialism with the followlung characteriztics.

(a) The domindted country is formally sslf-govarning,

(b) Ite economy is, however, dominated by foreign large
entorprises, such that it is bound to collapss if the
foreign large companies even drastically reducs their
operations,

() Intfhiégﬁtarnatlonal divislion of labeur, it occupies
the /colenial position of importer of indusirial goods
and sapital from imperialist countries and exporter

of mainly raw materials tov these countiriss,

(d) It is completely incorporated in the world markat

under impsrialist hegemony.

(e) The local capitalists are in allianco with fmperialistic
" monopoly capitalists LY tha joint explelitation of

the resources and labour of the country,

(f) Tha country leans on fmperialist military resources

in ths avent of a major armed conflict,

(g) The expatriate firms invent many f{orms of economig
penstration other than the imposition of direct
solonial rnle, snah as subsidiavy companias, Jjoint
vanturesz, soft loans, co-operaiion agresments with
tho govermmsnt of the subject country, certain |
forms of so-called ?ttechnology transfert, take-over

of local emterpriseos on lease, sto.

A »umber of things work ageinst minority interests in
the imperialistic framework, First, where the subject
governngut L1s under bige-ethnic-group chauvinism, wminority

intsrests will bs relegated. Sscondly, parfly because

‘of technical igunorance, the agreesuwenls with imperialism

do not normally protect fhe iunterssts of local populations
that may suffer from imperialist opsrations. Thirdly,

the expatriate firms arc capitalist and what matters to



Fourthly, the i
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them i=s simply progent and £
imperialist operatews have the financial and technological L |
¢ontrol and eawn afford to ignore even the wishes of the;

‘subJect government af they find these wlishes ve 0Ty |
inconvenient financially or otherwise. Lastly, even if

benéfits acarue Trom expairiate operations ninerity |

peopLe wili hLardly be the bemeficiaries if sonc financial

or numerical poser is meedsd to oxploit the beaefitl, /;X

A capitaliist economy dévelops anevenly in a number |
45%‘respects. The caplitalists dsvelop morz: tnan or at the
axpense ol otharse wWithin lhe capitallist class Ltsell,
sums daveley wore than or at the expense of others.

Urban sentres and thoir envivons develop at the expense

of the coumiry,. Places favoured by ressurce or transport
‘advantage dovelop mors than and at the expense of other
areass Where the couniyry i varié@ated in stlmic compositicocn
thiz uvneven development oreales probleus of ncglected or
expléitad minoritien, When imperialism is present these
problems may be aggravated by the encliave charactey of its
operations,. Enc«avism'is the limiTation or avsence ol
groweh stimalating Links batween thie foreign activitiss
and indi?éneous onews .«

80 longe as develo:ment in Nigeria is capitalistic and
under impavialist domination, the arrow peintsg inevitably

- retative’
in a directiosn of worseningpcondltionu of existeunco for
"minorities, especially small ones, within Nigeria. &nis is
not a sentimeutal matter,s It is a matter of the law of
motion of sucieties. Bourgeois gcvernments, impsrialists
and primitive accumulators will seatimentaliss and even
launch soms cosmetlc ameliorative measures. all Lhav
will bq like sec water ocu the Lack of the swimming

capitalist-imperialist duck.
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PART TIHRER

SOLUTION POSSIBILITIES WITIIIN BOURGROIS RULE

. gertain attempts at solution to *the minority question

can be made under capitalist rule . Ve shall look at them,

Federalism and Creation of States

FPederalism is itself a solution to the minority
question, %his is the case because in a federal system
certain mattefs are placed exclusively within the competence
of the component states and e¢ertain other matters fall
within the jurisdictions of both the federal and the
state governments.

In this matter the consgtitutions of Nigoria since
independence have been on the whole satisfactory.
fhose who claim that the Federal Government has been
made too powerful by fhe allocation of suﬁdects are
mistakens fhﬂ 1979 Constitution, for instance, did not
ailocato to the Federal Government exclusively anythiag
that for national effectiveness should not be handled
exclusively by it, Neither did it plaee anything on
the concurrsnt list that should noct be there. Subsequent
drafts screened the lists for subjects to be taken off
the Fedsral Government but found hardly anything, except

that the draft under Abacha tinkered with higher educa®ion.

Constitutional Provisions

I T Lkt g
-
L R N e I S S

fh@ last draft constitution made provisions for
safeguarding minority interests which, on the whole, we
find satisfactory.

fhe number of states existing is the result of bold
attempts by the armed forces to face the issue of the

very variegated character of the ethnic group question
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in the country, fhu Constitutions merely adopted states
oreated by the last military state creation exercise,

fhe armed forees also created a large number of
local governments.‘ fhis also is an attempt to face the
minority issue,

What is more, the armed forces gave to local
governments a direct share in the national revenus, to be
paid tc them dirgctly from the Consolidated Revenue Fund
of the FederatixmfhiS‘is a Nigeria@énnovation which aims
at resolving the minority question,

Further still, revenue allocation, as in the 1979

e ffected
Constitution, is to be actually debated and addoe=éed by
the National Assembly which has representatives from all
- Senatorial and House of ﬁepresentatives constituencies in
the country,

%he 1995 Constitution provides for f'federal character!
to be observed in the making of certain important federal
appointments and for tsgtate character! to be similarly
observed in some important appointments at the state
level, Local governments are also to observe !'Local
government character! in making certain appointments.
fhese 'composite character! provisions seek to ensure
to all ethnic groups in the country a sense of bslonging.

Further still, the 1995 Constitution makes it a
‘Justiciable crime for anwone to be discriminated against
on ethnic or religioua grounds., It provides for a
constitutional court where constitutional cases can be £
taken and handled without the time wastine in the
ordinary courts which normally have enough or more than

enough to do,



Concerning revenue allocation we consider it
acceptable for revenue allocation to be done by the
National Assembly according to any formula adopted by 1it,
following the research and advice of the Ravenue Commission-
fhis is what the 1979 and 1995 Constitutions provide. We
do not think that any fairer or more democratic scheme

‘could be devised,

Concerning oil revenue, we think that this issue is
cohqued with the minority question, Constitutionally,
since colonial times, all minérals fou§d on Nigerian
s0il (including the soil under&fg;ritorial waters) have
belonged to Nigerla or the Federal Republic of Nigeria,
%hg question of oil spillage and gas flaring should be
taken up specifically,‘ If oil had been faund‘in some
locality in Hausaland, Yorubaland or Iboland, the
foreign oil companies involved, the Federal Government
and the State Government involvgfaould not have behaved

‘differently. We have found scandalous cases of neglect
everywhere in Nigeria, including Lagos., If billions of
naira‘are punmped into the hands of some bhureaucrats and
capifalist opportunists in Port iHarcourt, Tket, and Uyo,
Warri or Benin City who lose absolutely nothing from oil
spillage or gas flaring, that does not take care of the
bsses, suffering and death borne by the actual fishermen
brunty °
and peasants who bear the wawait, The Bakolori peasant
uprising happened in é Hausa = Tulani area and the Agbekoya
Peasant uprising occured in a Yoruba arsa, and both
happendd in posti-~colonial Nigeria.‘ %hey resulted from
‘unbearable neglect and injustice and were met with
repression,

Everywhere in Nigeria, peasants are beasts of

burden, Others wmake money out of their misery, ihe

story of all the Marketiny Boards illustrates this



eloquently,

Btra=Constitutional Influences

The Constitution alone cannot guarantaé a sense of
belonging or faiﬁ treétment to minorities in Nigeria.
Certain influences go beyond the Constitution. As we have
seen injustices arise from capitalist development, the

processes of primitive accumulation and imperialism that
are detrimental to minorities, %heae influences are, in
fact, taken for granted by the 6onstitution, Let us give
consideration here to certain matters,

Military rule is a denial of both federalism and
democracys &heraforo, under military rule, no constitutional
provision to ensure effective federalism &r democratic
rule can operate, ‘%hqse who have sufferéd rude discrimina-
tion since 1966 easily forget the effect of militarism,

Out of thirty-eight years of self-fule, nearly thirty
have been taken up by military rule. Nigeria has not
- been a federal democratic state; it has been largely a
military dictatorship,

éhe second non=contitutional influence is the greed;
selfishness, opportunism and chauvinism of the so-called
leaders who are predominantly from the three very large
ethnic groups and other fairly large ethnic groups that
these leaders find it necessary to bribe with office to |
atéy in power, Cﬁauviniem‘is used for power hunting and
Primitive capitalist accumulation, S¢ long as chauvinism
and greecd prevail, the minorities must suffer,

A third influence is the meaning of 'majority' in
Nigeria even when there are elections, With so much ethnicity,
chauvinism, and opportunism in the country, people tend to
voteifbr or project so-calléd tleaders' from their own

e
ethnic areas, In such a situation, [ so-called 'democratic

ma jority! vote is actually an ethnic‘majority votee
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In that case, the minorities are permanently out of
government, This is especially so under the éresidential
form of government,

It would be different if the country were guided
by poiitical parties based on clear id20logies, such as
nationalism, liberalisﬁ; conservatism, socialism or
communism, or based on definite positions on issues

‘oficonseience like the minority question, foreign poliocy,
eduqation, health, housing policy and the like, that cut
right across ethnic or religious boundaries, As it is
Nigeriat's political parties are mere)y gangs of camp
follpwers of persons who have enough money to want to be
president, governor, ete. Even if there is a so-called
Programme,, it is a vacuous catalogue and no one pays:

- any attention to ity In such a situation ethnic loyalty
takes the place that should have been occupied by
attachmeht to party idealss It is the minorities that
suffer from self-centred, frisky and convenient pragmatism,

A fourth influence is the character of the Nigerian
police, }éditiary and bureaucracy. Because of their
corfuptibility, thdse with big money or big political
influence are at an advantage. Minorities that have
neither lose.

PART FOUR

SOLUTION EFFRECTS OF CURRENT HUMANTSN

A Preliminary on Anti-Socialism

Humanism is the belief in the dignity and essential
equality of all men, whilch calls for social arrangements
and practices €h;t refleect this dignity and essential
equalitys One can say thal there is as much Tormal
huménisﬁ in a system as the rights of man as such that

that system formally recognises. There is also as much
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humanism in reality as the actﬁal enjoyment of the rights
of man as such which a system permits,.

The comprehansiggfpractioal embodiment of humanism
today is socialisme Most socialists put‘bafore themselves
the further ideal of a future communiat‘society that is
expected to emerge from the most advanced stage of socialist
society when the latter has been achisved.
| %hera is no cause so noble that it cannot have hordes
of enemies, nofk-end so humane that men will not be found
to want it,vanished, nothing so mean that the selfish
will not employ it agains£ truthe, Socialism is noble,
humane, unselfishe There are millions‘and millions of
selfish people in the world and while many of them are
capitalists, none of them can be socialists.

Socialis; is secular and Christianity and Islam
religiouse éake Christianity. It resisted capitalism when
capitalism started in Burope and is aiso noble, humane
and unselfishe While scores of millions are prbfeséed‘
Christians, everyoneg has not become a Christian, even
though Christianity started in thg world some two
thousand years agos Christianity has suffered reversges
in its long history, Socialism is only nearly two
hundred years old in the worlde It started as a small
ﬁovement of a few thousand people in Western Burope
iﬁ the 1830s. éodﬁy it counts tens of millions of
adherents who are to be found in virtually all countries
of the worlde Socialism, too, in its short history,
has suffered and, we believs, will continue to suffer
various reversess, Yel if is bound to triumph everywhero
in the end, just as industrialism and modern science afa
bound to triumph everywhere in the end, &ocialism is

bound to triumph not simply becauss it is noble, humane
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and unselfish, but also because of its practical nature
as a practical and ¢bjective antithesis to pfactioal and
objective exploitation of men by mene.

The foregoing remarks are necessary because since
the fumbling of Michael‘Gorbacheﬁ's leadership in the
Soviet Union, the i1ie that socialism has 'collapsed?
has been fanned by the propaganda of the selfish and
greédy all over the world, %hia lie has been swallowed
hook, line and sinker by ignorant Nigeria. Socialism is
very much alive and well, first of all in the republies
of the former Soviet Union. From 1986 to 1996 éocialists
in the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) and
Bastern Burope attempted some rzforms in the system of
socialist construction §£é§£1§;¥¥2ns from the Stalin
periode Because of ths mishandling of the reforms by
the Gorbachev leadership in the USSR, this effort was
accompanied by certain reverses which would never have
.happened under a less mediocre socialist leadership.

Experience in Burope has shown that whenever,
because of errors or otherwise, the socialist ideology
is weakened where it was strong, what take its place are
interethnic bitterness, interreligious conflict, the
disinkegration of nations that socialism had united,
violent civil strife, waf and external 1nterventioh by
imperialism, |

Because of the floppiness of the Gorbachev leadership,
socialism has not been given the great credit it richly B
deserves, namely, the creation of the USSR in the first
place as one federal state. Before the socialist revolution
in 1917, the vast Czarist empire was a hell of maximum
exploitation, maximum oppression, and maximum interethnic

bitternesse That this whole rancogdrous prison of hundreds



of peoples and disparate races, religioms and cultures
voluntarily united as one aocialistyizhz wonuméntal feat
that could only have happened under the inspiration of
thoroughly dedicated socialist movements like those that
carried out the aociglisf reveluticns in various parts
of the Czarist empifes

In Western Burope, selfish capitalism has not been
able to effect a union of two or more distinét ethnic
groups even into a federal statss Multi-ethnic Great
Britain and Spain were formed into single states long
before the rise of capitalisme The Federal Republic of
Germany consists of one ethnic group and yet under
capitalism, it has %o be federal to eoffect the ghion of
Germans, Capitalism can bring people together because of
‘%Eading interests, but cannot unitﬁ%hem. Iffselfishness,
grﬁbbing, exploitafion,(éég)greed and callousness ignite
rancour and division. Western Bureope is a spactacular
example of selfish political and economic divisionj it
is actually the opposite of the kind of union and‘state
formation that economic and political exigencies demand
of the peoples of the world todays Western Burope is
the wrong pointer for Nigeria because of the economic
and political weakness of the‘blégg race and the hope that
Nigeria offers to all black people, ‘Statea like South
Africa and Nigeria poiht the way forward,

Minority problems can be solved within the context
of multiracial, multiethnic and multi-religious states.,

This is the road forward,

What Socialists Aim At

To enable us comment on the impact of socialism on
the minority question, we must first look summarily at

the general aims of the socialists the world over,



;hr’” aims ;:a.n‘ba defined with regard to three sphares
of socisty, namely, economy,‘polity and culture.

é;;g the economy, the central aim of socialists is
‘to abolish all forms of exploitation and raise the welfare
of all, who have first of all been liberated from
oxpiqitation by their fellowmene. %his is to be achieved

by
(a)

ocial or collective working people's ownership of

e

the means of production and distribution, so that

all may equally own the means of life,

(b) distribution of income according to social need

and individual or team work only,

(e) full employment so that all may have access to the
means of living from day to day,

materig!
(d) the[welfaro of the people in ever increasing

dimensiong.

(e) socialist sconomie planning where a special attention
is paid to eradicating or avoiding the various forms of

uneven devolqpmento

For the poilty, the socialists aim at a democratic
political system owned, controlled and operated by thé
working people;wiie iﬁwa&&”ﬁacistiéiwca£stitute the
people, as distinct from their exploiters and oppressorse
éhis is to be brought about by
(a) 7L'Le;leci:ed leadefship in all spheres,

(b)‘[fale of law,

(¢c) people's participation in governance rather than merely

in elections,
(4) absence of the ihfluence of private property or

unequal affluence on politics,
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() a constitution ensuring human rights that go well

beyond the bourgeois conception of human rights,

including the right to work and to education, for

‘(f) ‘absence of detrimental discrimination based on ethnic,

racial, sex, regional or religious differences,

(g) the right of ethno=-cultural groups to one or other
. A
kin of autonomyg, so that unity is veluntary rather

than imposed,

In the realm of culture socialists aim at the
humanisation of culture, the advancement of humané culture,
and the equal enjoyment by all citizens, according to
need and work, of the humane culture that is available in
a Sbciaty for enjo&ment. fd achieve this they aim

specifically at

(a) free medical care,

(b) free or virtually free education at all levels,

(c¢) free or subsidised recreation,

(d) subsidised and hygienic ﬁousing,

(e) easy availability of artistic creations,

(f) sciendific education for all citizens,

(g) an environmenti that is beé}iful and healthy,

(h) education of all for humanism, including an appre;iation
of the histories, cultures, creative endeavours and
problems of others énd emphasis on such things as a
scientific outlook and‘racial dignity for all races.
In short, socialists aim at turning the e@ociety frém

division into masters and servants to unity based on all

‘being masters and no one a servant, éhey aim at

g
cha%}ng the basis of social institutions from selfishness,
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greed and predation to sharing, contentment with the
"essential, and equal partnership.

We must say this at onegs. Detractors of socialists
conjure up what they call t'perfection! and allege that
the sociallists are aiming at perfeétion. éhey then
declare with an air of finality that perfection is
impossible for mane Such a propaganda trick is silly,
ého socialists do not themsélves speak of any vagua thing
called 'perfection'."$hey aim at concrete things that
will alter the lot of people in society, and we have listed
those things. For instance, full employment as defined
by economists may not be achieved in a form or measure
that economig¢sts woﬁld regard as perfect, What is wrong,
however, with carrying out tranformations that will effect
full employment to a degree that satisfies the human
conscience, even if the sconomist regards the achievement
as inperfect? More generally, must we abandon ideals
begause they cannot be perfectly achieved? HMMust we,
for instance, abandon Christian ideals for barbaric
religions because no one or group has been able after

two thousand years to practise or realise the Christian

ideals perfectly?

Socialism and the Minority Issue

%ha things that the socialists aim at create a‘
social environment znd lead to rules and practices that
can go a much longer way to resolve the minority problem
than is achievable under capitalisme. fha United States
of America, for instancaé is a country of perpetual
minOriﬁy'dissatiéfaction, outcry and lobby, because in
a community where mondy is king and exploitation is
the basis of so-called achievements, minorities are

neglected unless they do something lo impose themselves
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on the attention of the financially pOWeffula

| Given the world as we have inherited it, even under
socialism there is not and there cannot be any perfection
in the solutions to the minority question based on efforts
to achleve the socialist aims we have set out. fhese
efforts have been very genuine and dedi%ated in tha

counfries ‘
that have so far embarked on building socialism,

&h@‘handicaps under which the socialists have worked
must be honestly apprgciated.

First, there were inherited inequalities which could
not be overgome at once or after many years, iqépite of
coﬁsumate efforta;

Secondly, the'iegions where socialistg revolutions
suoceaded were not 1ike-Britain or France. Barring
Bast Germany and %ﬁchoalovakia, they were relatively
undsrdeveloped countries with a lot of premodern |
traditions still potent and a lot of exploitatioq}
autocracy and ruthless cruelty practised by the galing
class, which kept alive bitter memories and attitudes
of hos%llity and suaspicion.

%hirdly, it must be realised that although the
leadership and the country was going socialist, everyone
w#s not a socialiét. éaking the population as a whole,
the ideologically wéll groomed and active socialists were
a small minority. That the working people generally

agreed with socialist aims does not mean that antisocialist

'““f £§£%i§1fish poople,wnri not manye.

Fourthly, owing to certain historical circumstances,
the state that .was supposed to be socialist was more |
bureaucratic and corrupt than the soeialists themselves
wished, %his was, in part due to remuguis of past social

attitudes and practices, in part due to the pressure of




counter-rewolution which called for a firm enforcement
of revolutionary authority, in part due to lack of
prérience, in part due to ths fact that the socialists
had to make use of non—sociélists in - -solving probiems,
and in part‘due to epbortunism, since some people got
themselves promoted into positions of trust but were
socialists only on paper,

Fifthly, tlhe USSR, Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia
as federations collapsed because, compared with all‘other
fgderations, including Nigeria, they #ere lopsided,

Each of them contained a nationality that was so much
larger than otiwrs as to dominate lhe federation, no
matter what members of the other nationalities did,

fhey were more lopsided than tththrae-state‘or four-
state federation of Nigeria (1960 = 1967)with the Northen
Region as one state, ‘What their experience

demonstrates is that even under socialism lopsided federa=-
tions cannot be expected to exist in perpetuity,

After all, it is historical contradictions difficult

to resolve that lead to a federal form of union in |

the first place.

Lastly, the state is an instrument of social
coercion in the last r&so#t. Where a federation is
lopsided, the influence of personnel from the dominant
siato will be predominant in the central apparatuss
Citizens of the minor stateé are bound to live in
perpetual fear, no matter how altruistic are the aims
of the ruling party or the practicess of party personnel
in office,

In the USSR, in addition to Union Republics and

local governments, the solution
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hworld where one form or other of the minority question does
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to the ethnic minority problem included the creation of
autonomous reglons or republics within the Union Republics.
These autonomous areas enjoyed a2 limited autonbmy in certain
matters. This solution could have been abpropriate for
Nigeria if the 12-state structure of the Gowon period had
Makers
remained. Matters of constitutions in Nigerla, however,
séem to be comple;ely unawére of this solution. Still it
cah be used ih ﬂigéfia‘without dissolvinq the existing

states. | % i

CONCLUSION

5

Sthnic minority problems came to exist in the world

when the formztion of stutes broughc varicus paoples together

uhder one politicel authority. The minority problem is
./" ) . . ]
resolved differently in slavery, feudalism, capitalism,

jcapitalicst colonialism and socialism.

l.
{

]

For tha foreseeable future the minority problem in

Nigeria will continue' toc exist, There is no state in the

not exist, Wherever it exists, however, it is finally
resolvablzs only throush a gehuine democracy, a genulne f
humanism, and cducacion infermed wy 4 scilentific attitude.

Actualily there are in Nigeria minorities that may be !

called settler mincrities. These are small groups from one

ethnic greup whose ancestors long ago went for one reason
or other to settle on territory belonging to another ethnic
group and have ningled with the latter. On a large scale
we have the ciie of Fulanis who settled among the Hausas;
On aihall ~3cale we have several examples, for instance,“
the case of Efi%s among thé‘Oron people in what is now ;
Jaméstown. 1?-Nigéria ware to break up what would happen

i1s not the pegacaful independence of the so-called 'nations'

of the ethnic unions that owe their very existence to Nigeria,
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whét would happen Qould be interethnic wars throughout the
country. Questions'bf‘who joins whom, who takes order from
whom, and who owns where and what would sharply arise.
All history shows that they would be settled by war, [&he
minority problem in Nigeria is very capable of peaceful
resolution, since the Nigerian federation is far from
being‘lopsided. It is bound to be aggravated so long as
the country remains capitalistic, the process of prim;tive
capitalist accumulation‘prevails,and imperia1ism retains
its hold on the country. It is also bound to be aggravated
so long as political gparties are not lLdeologilcal formations
bui‘mere convenient cake=-snaring conglomerates.

'The constitutions of Nigeria afford the minorities the
“fo:mal opportunities of fighting for the abolition of scanda-
16us injustices, provided the affected are articulate and
“have the money és a last resort to go to court. However, so
long as those in power are greedy chauvinists, the minorities
will receive little or no attention.

Because its inspiration is the abolition of exploitation
and various forms of sogial inequaliéy, the socialist:drive
after a socialist revolution is the best guarantee that
everyone will be treated simply as a person., After overcoming
hiétorically-inherited’inequalities, this accent on the
equality of all as human beings is the best guarantes that
any minority question will receive a well deserved attention.
The people handling the question, hbweverﬁ have to be
genulne socialists and not opportunists masquarading as

socialists,

b Thié lecture was delivered on 25th June, 1999, at Oron,
at the Oron Civic Certre on the invitation of the Oron
National Forum,



