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THE MINORI Y S'ROBLEM IN NIGilRIA

BY

SSKOR TOYO

t

Introductlon.

I am grateful to concerned ci.tisenst arnong the Oron

peopLe for affor,Jirrg me this forum to make certaLn

rclarlflcatlons about the rninority probi.rgnt Ln l,llgei:ia.
', B1ind ernotion lvill get, a country or tlre v;orlci trowtiere,

-'.:
., 

iyy,: I belleve in dlscourBes anc act:r.ons lnspirecl by er

.:,- r l

. humane purpose and lnforrned b,V science. l{e are ccncrerned

. here wlth ethnic -,mlnorit*es.
Our Ctscourqe wIIl be taken ln four partot some

prellmlnary questJ.one, the eoclal Eyeternic context of

the mlnorlby Lssuer ,solubLons '*r.ithln bourgeols rul,sl

End solutlons posslble in the new humanlsm called
r socla L Lsfll il .

PART ONE

PRELIMINARY QUL'sTIOITS

Athnlc Groups and Mlnorl tles

There exlst two typee of what one may call:prttmordtal

mlnorltles ln modern statee, namely, ethnlc and rellglous

mlnorLtl.es. Primorclial gs'oups follor+ il,nes of soclal

cleavage handed down by tradltion. Men have always

had dtfferent cultures ln which have featured dlfferent
languages or reLlglous bellefs. The ethnlc and

rellglous mlnorltles frequently suffer frorn explottatlon,
oppression, represslon, persecution, cJomtnatlon and

yarlous klnde of discrlmlnatlon from larger and mpre

prlvtleged groups' Often the at,tendarrt lnJustices arid

lnhumanlt,les are buttressed wlth vl'olence.
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tsthnlcmlnorttts..s&reoftwoeypes.Wesha].Ica].l
them primary and se,conaary mlnorltles' A prlmary ethnic

group !s marked by q dlstlnct languagel a secondary

group ls marked uyr:a dialect of a language spoker'! by a

primary and }a rger ethnic coIlectIvIty. Afl example wiIl

make the clear. Compared wlth the large Yorubamatter

roup, tcg ire Tlv ethni.c group is a mlnorlEy.

t*tthin the YsrubE prlmary macroscopyr the $ktti7

J.nstancer are dl.stlnct front the Egba, the XJebut

n the Yoruba macroscclpy rYhe oyo are more nulnerous

thittr the &iti,' then Lhe latter col'rstitut,e a secorrriary

nrlnorlty ln Nigerla.

In Akwa-Ibom State, for instancer bhe fbj.blo are

a fairly large ethnlc group - Lly far Lhe larqest ln t,hls

stabe. However, wlthln Lhe lbiblo 'JriJupr w€ have

Uru&n, Eket, etc. 3s secondary groupso The lblblo

sub-groups ttrat are smaller than the Largest constitute

mlnorlties wj.thln t,he lblbto macroscopy and thus

seeondary minorit,les ln ltJlgeria"

laklng Nlgeria as a whc>le there sre hhree ver)'

large ethnic groups, namely, Hausa, Yo::uba anci llior

Corrrpared with them, the rest are minoritles;r so that tlre

commonly refers to aII

ethni
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tles
p80 ther t,han the three largesc.

ulthln ttrls larEe conglomerate of mLnorlty gioupsl

there arE many gradatlons ln size' Sctme, 15.ke lJawl

KanurL, Fulanlr lblblol Tivs Urhobo, Eenln_and Nupe are

.falrty larger ..There oro qulte smal.l. oneel ltke Orol

Bekwara, Angas.end lteeklrl that are prlmary Sroup$r

From the polnt of vlew of languaqe, Lhere are

clusters of dtstlnet but related languages in Nlgerla,

a,
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thus the speakers of "BLnie Urhobor l$han and Ora epeak

xhe Edo cluEter of languages' simil.arLy the speakers of

Ihtblo, oro, ,\nnang, okobo, Ibeno and EfLk ln'the forrner

c*'elrl s,neak d eiaced languageS$outh-$astern Sbate speak a clus{:er of r

which their Ibo nelghbourg cal.l rllongor from thej'r cortrnon

name for water. The spea}<ing of a cluster of rel.at,ec]

languageel however, does not constltute all r*lthln the

cluster into one ethnie group, let alone a nat'Lon'

F.Or lnst,ance, ln gr.lroi)€ the French, Spanlardsp PortugUere

and ltallane opealc rJistL:nt languages that are quitepfosef'V

related within the Romance or Latin custer. As sthnlc

gl'oupsl the French, Spaniarcls, Portuguege and Itallans

8re dlstlnctr A cllsttraet,'lanquage w[thln a clusber' !s

dlfferent froni a'dlalect of a diet,tnct language.

In Nlgeriar the ce$e of the FuIEnl people prosents

Ihe I'u1ani are a dlstinct,

so }lved and mtngted wlth lhctroup that have

: t{ausa people lnto whose terrltorles theLr ancestor5
tt

had migrai:ed centurles 89or that l-s makes 8en6e to

"recogniae one hybrid, Hausa-FulSnlr even thou';1h the twp

atre stllI dlfferenttated 1n language and non*xslamls

: ethnic traditione. tlct all those who speak Hausa are of
' 

, 'Lhe HaUSa et,hpiC gfogp. Hausa aSia lanquage |e Ltserl as

throuEhout the Westc.rn ;iudan. 'i'he 3r-:l tisir coloniarlists,

to f acitita Le comrnunlcation r Qot tt tauqi: U, 1n schgols

throuqhout Lugard's liogtltern lligeria anci goL i L aciopLed

as ar] inciigeneous lingua franca ln the .tiricish coiofilal

army of Nigeria.

If :\,e go Lrack to crecolonj-aL rlays, lt was noi: the

different ethnic groups that constitut,ed nations ln

vrh:t ig now illgerla. Lt vras rather the Cif ferent, states

and kingdoms like those amonq the Hausas and Yorubas,
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the dlfferent dukedoms or chiefdoms llke those among the

J,Ukdh and Eftkg, and ,khe dlf ferent vlllaga-group communes

llke those arnong the Tiv, Ibor lbiblo, and Idoma that,

each recognJ.sed one authorlty, Sheee were the boundarles

of citlsenship, The ldea of natlonallty among,the

YorubaEr lbos, Iblbloa, etc carne long af,ter tsrttteh rule

had been establLshedr It was glven expresslon by the

formatlon of ethnlc un:!.one llke the Ibo State Unlon,

the lblblo State Unlonl the Egbe Oroo Oduduwar eter

Ihese ethnlc unLons wereoirrei fn the cltles of colonlal
Nlgeria where members of the same ethnLc group came

together for some purposes. Given t,htE hlstory, the

Hausas, Kariurlo, Pulanie, Flupes, IJaws, etc. thaL have

no' et,hnlc unLons have rhever been rnations,r r ,The yorubas

became an ethnic unlon tnatLont only around 3847 and

only for those who formed and supporEed the Egbe Omo

Oduduwa.

NIGIRIAN NATION AND NEGLECT OF MINORIIIES

, What Erltish colonlallsts created in Nlgeria was

not u natj.oal tt wos a coLony calLed iJlgcrla. However,

ln thts colony a patriobic desire arose among the

Nlgerians themselvea for unlty, polltlcal and economi.e

d$dependencer progreqs ilr.r the form of, nnodernlsm, and ."-""''
* r' tj-r

dignity_ . for ,bolh . ,,the Nlgerlan End the blact( rnBtlr

The Nlgerlafatlon waa created by Nlgerian patr:lots and

the Nlgerlan masses tilth them Ln the long struggle

forinatl.on formatlon from the 1920g to 1960. '

,, i During thls stru,ggle two thtngs happen(d that are

of lmportance. jrf,rer 19141 the Brlttsh coloniallsts
e{mlnlstered Nlgerla as a unitary Btate. Before Dr.

NnamdL Azlklwe wrote The polltleal B r n of Nl rla

*
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ln 1943, It was g6neral1y presumed that Nigeria would be

a unitary state. The book by Dr. Nnamdl Aziklwe r,{aa the

fLret, to suggeet a federation. The preeumptlon of

unitarism arose from the acEuaI unitary administration

of lilgeria and from the fact that Great Brltaln, a

world dominatlng state and the adminieterlng power in
Nlgerla, waE mul!!-ethnle and yet unitary ln poltti,cal

constltutlon.

By creatlnE three reQJ.ons * r{eet, iiaet and Notrth *

tn 1946, 51r Arthur Rlchardg took a ntep that polnied ln

the dlrectlon of federalirm, although the Richardrs

ConstltuElon, 1946, was actually a un!.tary one ',r.ith

regionai devolublon of sonre contral authurlty.
The move towards a federal form of government wag

actual'ly taken by the MacPherson ConEtitution ln
t95iL - 52, but the varj.egated mult,l-et,trnlc character

of bhe country was aqaln lgnored.

The launchlng of the HacPherson Conetltutlon led

to the emergence of, the Actlon Group and Lire NcrrLhern

Peoplere Congress aE foglonal poltttcaL part,les ln
West and North respectlrrely. The spllt of the

natlonallst movement ln 19481 the fact bhat, c,tre onl.y

natlon-wlde natlonallst organlsatlon, Ehe National

CounctL of Nlgerta ancl the Cameroons {NCNC) , was nrore of,

a Propagandlst than an organls.er, and the emprace,,$f

Dr. Nnamdl Azlklwe by the Ibo S'tate Unl-on after the

death of Herberk MacEuley produced a set of circurnstance$

ln whlch the NCNC Elso became ln effecL a polttlcal
party largely based ln the Eastern Reglon. The Actton

Groupl the NpC an<l the NCNC embarked on exp}oittnE bhe

HacPherson constitutlon ln weet, North and F.raet respectlvely.
The Action Group, ln ef,fect, remained a party wj.th

(,i
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Yoruba hegemonys Llrtl NFC rtltrained (i party with HaUsa -

Fulani heqernonyr and the NCNC degeneraEed lnto a party

wtth lbo hegemonf;

the prlmary mlnorltles were slde-tracked. They t;rere

supposed to exnst as underdogs [n Reglons domlnated by 
\

the three largect ethnlc groupE. i ,

!'rci:taboutx953start,eda5tron9a9itat,ionbyLhe
prlmary mlnorltY grouPs for more states to be creat,ed'ln

u,hat had become a federatlon rather than a unltary sta t€.,.

In tlre i:laELern &eglon, tlra Calabai - OgoJa - R!.verg (COH)"''

State plovement emerged. In' the tCeet the Mid-r'rest State

Movement emerged. Iil the North emergecl the Untted

Mtddl.e Belt Corrgress (UMSC) anct tha Borno Yout,h Movernenlr

Stl.l1 the mlnorltles were J-gnored.

The mlnorlty agltatlons, however, led thd Brlttsh

cololriali.gts t,o set up the i-ilnority Co,rtff,igsioit under

sir Henry tdttltnk tn 195?. This commlsslon lost, the '

oppotunlt,y of creat.tng more states to qt're a real sense

of bei.cng.;.ng to the minorlties.

A second development of importance ls that there

now ernerged !n the regions a group of pol,ltic!.ane who

.lriere eLhniq qhauvlnlsts of the btggest, ethnlc groupr'

In thelr mlnds the West was an emplre of, t,he Yorubas,

the East an empLra of the lbos and the North an emplre

of, the Hausa-t'U1anls. They would hear nothtng of the

creaLlcrn of more states, whlch meant the dlssolutlon
when

of thelr empires., Howeverrltne Actlon Group i'n 1950

became the federal opposltlon party and made a well-

organise'J effor:t to go natlonal by rene!.rating the

NPC and NC!;3 empires in Noith arrci iiast respecLlvely,

the NPC - NCNC federaL governm€ntal coalltlon moved to

dtsrupt the Action Group base ln, the West by creating
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the !.ltd-Weet State ln 1963. The lbo leaders of the

NCNC and the Hausa * Fulanl leaders of the NPC set their

faceE si;errriy a,;a!t'rst Etre creation of any state in East

or North. . ,

Such was the sltuatlon untll young army of,ficers,

fed up wltlr Lhe inslncerlty, selfistr anrbitlons an*J

ethnlc war-lotrdehtp of the Bo-caLled pglltlcal lleadergtr

staged a mllltary coup d retat ln January, 1956'

The iltgerLmieople today ought to know that through

X965 the country was eeathlng with mlnorlty revolts. In.

Tlv Dlvlsi.on the revolt of 1950 for a gtate was resumed

tn 196,-1. Itt the 'Eastrrn Reglon, Isaac Boro was praparlng

a revolt ln the Rlvers Provlnce of Easbern Nigerla,

whlch was launched as soon au the coup dtetat of January,

19567 tgc,lc pl.rce n Ir,' thc: area that hr3cafie t.he f,ormer

South Eastern Srater on armed rebelLton was being

prepared by the youths, and the ekpe ikpa-ukot movement

had si:arted ln the [btblo,nalraland. . " urlth the creatlon

of a state as e rnotive.

It ls notewotthy that the lronsl mllltery governmont

not onLy lq;no.red the mlnortty question but also abollshed

the feilerai form of, governrnenL. 'l'he lat,ter act was

wtdely tnterpreted as a move to Lmpose on the country

a dLctatorshlp of t,he lbo chauvlnl,sts. thls le at least

one of the causes of the counter-coup dretat tlraL .sah/

' Yalrubu Gow$n ln power. Gowon comea from a very small

ml,norlty group ln former Northern Nlgerlar the Angas.

It ls not srr:prlalng that lt ls under Gowon t,hat a

bold and frank move rsee made for the flrst tlm,e to fsce

the nrlnority ciuertlon. In Juiy , 1967, $owon created 72

states ln the federation. Almost lmmedlately Chukwuemeka

r:Odumegu OJukwur Bn lbo war lord who had Ee.iaed Eqgtarn

r
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Nlgerla ln the *alie o.f [-!re Guv,rotr-igcl cuLrp, declared a

seceEsion of E4stern Nlgeria anci thls led to war

betweer: CJukr,*u to gecessionist troops,and
aL le'a'

federal trooPs

under Gowon. It ls noteworthY that once when OJukwu

a8 ru!.er of EaEtern Nlgeria spoke of the reglon, h€

refeff,ect Lo the mlnoritiee there as'tho so*call€d 
I

m!.norltlesr as lf the monlllty quostlon really dld not

exLst. Actuallyr OJukwu told forelgn JournaLlsts that

the creat[on of sta|es by Gcwon wa* the trioger of the

clvll. uar ln r*hlch Gowon end he featured as leaders

We do nOt refer to this seceaslon and antl-$ecession i

confllct as Lhe only eivll r{8rr }reeeuge we ho}d ihe

vi.ery ,fhat iL tra6 not tlte f,lrst or the c.rnly clvil war in

self-governlng Nigerla. *ng"*, *ut for a state was

the flrst clv{} wsJtr The #to-Ied vrar for a RLvr:rs

$tate was lha second ci,vil r+ar. B@cause t,hese warE

were waged by minorlty peoples for a st,ate, however,

they are treatad with levlty as lf they do not deserve

the, name of clvll rda!.

Because the polttlclans of large ethnic groups

only plsy ehauvlnl,sk*c geme$ wlt,h th'e question of

AUtOnOny 1'Or otltcrSl It has teen lef L for suqceseive

mlLltary re_qlmes to try to face bhe questi.on of ethnlc

minorltles by creatlng states and locel government$.

The chauvtnlstic pollttclans of the big-t,hree

ethnlc Aroups be"'/q[ao,
respon.slblllty for the ini tla-

tlon and perpetrratlon of mlIltary trule.

:l"if
. it'
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PAR? TWO€
SOCIAL SYSTEMIC CONTEXT

SMA THE M N Y I

Nlgerla ls not slmply a congerLes of ethnlc groups

,as ethnlc chauvinlste gee lt. After all, the clttes

and the go-cal.led leaders ln government, economy, ghurch

and educatlon dq no[ ltve ethnlc ll.ves. The actua]

evolution of NJ.gerlan soclety .f,s away from the ethnle',

wOrld and lts tradltlons. ModernLsallon "rr"{rrh.tu 
ln t:

'1'lthe reorld, Including rNlgerla, lmpltes de-ethnlclsatlonp

We ehaLl take a look at three crucLal aspecte of \

NLgerlan soclety whlch arc not rooted ln ethnlc r'

f,oundatlonE and yet affec!. the ethnlc mlnortty questl,on.

'These are capLtallEmp prlmltlve capltallst accumulat,lon,

and lmperla}lsm. We etart wlth capltalLsm.

In Nlger:!.a the capltallst element of soclal

:rformatlon dominates the cltles en,C the dolngs of the

eltte, and the citles and the elite dornLnate the

'rural areas and" the country.

As &n economy capttallsm ls a cystem wlth e
numbar of lcey characterlptlcs.
(E)ItJ.eamarket,,*iyetem1l.€.abuy5.ngandeel1l'ng

systern, iir rrtilch tho naln players &re proflt
seeklng businessmerr who own the meang of productlo
and tradel lrrcluding money and physlcal goodsr 

,

Ln the form of buslrress capltal.

(b) These proprletorr-ep€reto!'s engage the fu}l*Elme
labour of l"ess f,ortunate persona as wage earnetrs

to prcduce proflta for the buslness owner.
j

)
These workers must prreduce a proflt for the ownete,1,'i

to be contJ.nuously engaged. i
':

;
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(d) A part of the profit produced for the owners the
latter accumuiace Eo increase t,hetr capltal wealth.

(e) The cafltalJ"st enEerprises so organlsed compete among

thenrseltes for the htghest profit to be galned',from \

the rreeds ocfety,

r\
t

li

(f) The ac on of prof
for pl taI
blgger ol-{ 1l ts to
I

:1.

Its and capltal ls lne+t!,able,
lstte capltal r"realth ier ,Ehe
make lt, drLven elther by

s of power competltion,

1r

i

. rll

ac&.\
rhr€ln

or the exi.gen@

ls is not mere tradlng? money maktng or prof,
ama

,'i

teI

efiip
l

owne

ioyer * employee relat,tonahlp ln which

r or group of such owners ls the employerthe capl
/

who employs the futl tlme Labour of other people as workers

to

def

pro

wea

tha

con

c

genafBte a proflt f,err the owner trs essenttal to the

1 n of capltal,lsm. It ls also ess€rrLlal that the

t rrerateri Is at least ln part accumuiaged for more

I and power'. It ls al.Eo of t,l're essence of capltallsm
q ls greed for wealt,h and the power lt, glves lr

r1u0u8 Bnd insatl.able,
l

!n uo** capltatlst companles these days workers hold.rl
Jt,

v6ry grnalI share,s as savlngs. How€ver, the capltallste,/,'
the ,riffeetlve owners of Lhe conrpanyr are the ownerg of
args

orhpany hoarCs as directors,
L or signiflcant shareg. These alone can att on

For E eourrtryts ecot'temy Lo be capitalist lt is not
neceasary that nr,cet of, the operat6rs be capltal,leta.
Oncer an economy reste on buylng and selllng actlvltLes
and the maln declsion rnakers ln lt are the proprietors or
managers of the reiat,l.vely few enterprlses organlsed

capltalletlcally; the economy Lc eaplta}ist,

1,0
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rt etrould bo notcd thad' beoauso uudsr sapi"ta,x.l"su thfl

g6od$ an* preflts r.rh.Lih the r.rorkotrs produoo bolong not ta

ttrsm but tc thcLr rrftrl;ter'-usotrBr th,l capli:nl'i,,8t' aconouqr l-a

both a na,rter-antt*setrrrgnt and ry Gxplo{tEtl"sa or}or

SXploLtatLon ie clef;t.nofl ulnp}y ae ttre uso Df tothar pcopi"

for' ougt s elrn ondqr fht oapitqlLat ooonony t.e thuc

o:rplel'gati"vo by the vatir eharaottn of thc G$rtLoysr r

rmpt6r;lea relatlonshLP !.n Lt, LrroaPeotlvo 69 vtr6thor th6

onpl{r}'gr t s ktnd. or v.lnkedr

caplte.list soaicty has a politlsal alrd a cul.tural

gitlcr &a g1 p6l"tty a oeplte,fl"ut eountrY Ll oi'ganlscd aE

s stetg fpr lau and ord,orr No rns,tttr ths form of thio

gtate the stato aptranrtug and 'Lire ctatet g iilfLrionee ilLto

ueed gx the ult!.meta to protcct cap!,tall.st propsrty,

s11stdr,tn e*.Ir{.ta!f.qt contracts ftncl ralatlons and u,ltogettren

guetnln 
"* 

p*o*oru aapr'tu,tl8t, a,Gcumu].a,tt onv 
i

on th.o cultural aLdcr oePltalJ'au r66tc urr'*rtl lrromstcs

Oqftmsr€ialirml B profl.t mot!.vs tn cver;pttrlng, lndlvl.dualleml

gf66dt, tfuq u*rl_.!f o*hcrs 46 Lnatr,umcntg for snof c endAl

sql[ousag6sl Oppgrtunlb,rnr cerrgptioB, msrrtlu.rsltyr

kloptomanlal the tcndeacy to ctraat Lu evcryttrlng, and

ptdltrt!.nlsm (lrrr trrefcr6nos for matcrlal thln6cp

Ospoolally uronoy), ft ig thtrs not an acoiricnt that tn

a.ny socisty,3.eve-:r-opln6 aapl.telirtlcatrly ( lrrotP'ctlvo of

SOptiggrrt, eolln'[ryr r."e}1gl.on or pregfl,pLtal'let tradttions] r

these fueaatl"y olqurents of behavj.cr eome to pr:odouina'tfir

Sl.:lco ca.pltn'I.Len l"c ttrc typo of, oyatern we have

dagorr,bed it to bu, it fi.i antllurrra'n e'url dlscri"minnutory'

Tbc aslfLshncgs, cxplo!,tatl"on and grood tn j.t Lead

eaally ts l'erlor:s inJuet'Lcos In ooononyr pollty aad

gulturtr n such e altua,tion all 8roup6 art bound to

frtrff€r to ths extont th:rt th.oy havc not carrl'tal sy

Eonoy povor, 'T'izcso gt'uuri6 th:it e:^c nlnoritl'es in

auch a eituatiorr oufjler' <!-r.'rrb]'v' - hcth becauso thoy
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have no capltal powef and because where rlunbera are

lmportentr as wlth electlons or marl(et slze, they are

neEl€cted by the greedy fortune hunterg. Because

capltatlam ls expLoltatlve and caIlous, capltaLlgts do not

waste sentlments on those vrho are flnanciai.ly rv63\. Af ter

all1 capiLali.srn is not phllarrthropyl it ls the perpetual'

P.rig$.!-lySJaol,!a}.fq!.4e-cqrnmulatfqn . i

The lnltlal stage Xn bhe development, of, capltallEm 
\

ls calLed the stage of prlmltlve cepitaLi.st accummul.rLion.

thls ls the stage r*here all Thlrd World capltal,lstlc
countrLes ln Asla1 ,\i'rica, Latln Ameri.ca and the Mlddle East

have been slnce tho dtssolutlon of dlrect colonlallsm between
'L950 and 1960, fhls ls the stage at rahtctr wcul-d-b,e capitallats
get money or other resources Irorn the exlsting domeEtlc non-

, 1.,

capltallst eoclal, envlronment and from the tnternatlonal
envlronment to founrl ancl expend capltallst enterprlsee.
A capltallst enterprlse ls a large or fairly large orer To

have the eapital for It, one has to have trecourso to one ur
a number of, channels.of prlmltlve accumulatlon. These are

proflts accuriulaied ln long <ilstance trade, land rentE, galnr

from real estate and monatary epeculatlon, government contract;
and many klnds of stealing anrl fraud ln..rolvin,3 ldrge $mounts

of r*ealth. The steallng or fraud ls mainly used to dlvert
government revenue or property lnto prlvate hands. Floney

got from these Eourcss may be used Ctroctly to found

capltallst enterprises, bug is more commonly fed lnts banke

whlch then lend to would-be capltalists. ThI s ls lhe vray the

developrnent of capitallsm wa.s flnancerJ in aIl developed and

ls beln,,:r ftr:',nceri in all un<ierdeveloped capitall.st countr:ies.
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Prlmlttve accumulatlon affects mlnorltles ln at least

f,our lirays, To the extent that government contracts are

usod to flnence eapltallam, the contracts are ltkely to go

to busLnessmen that belong to larger etlrnlc groupsI eince

governmente ln the perlod of prirnltlve accumulatlon ttcnd

to be very clrauvlnlstlc. Secondly, even lf the capltallst
buainese ccrncetrng are organiEerJ as companles, capltallsts
of t,he s&me language group tend bo operate Logether. fllis
ls very nrtch the case in l{lgerla, Thlrd1y, truslnessmen

tend to do buslnesa on f,amlliar terrltory, where, for
lnstancel thure ls no lanquaqe problem or ethnlc lnhospl

*l#Ilty. Thi:refore, the larger khe ethnic populatior: the

l,arger the Lnltlal" and famllisr.market. Fourthly, as all
trGEOUrees;.dn a multl-ethnlc country beCome natlonal
resourses, a mlnorlf,y group wLth a'valuable and easlly
exploltable resourge but with no fin;riicial potr,rer tn effect
trensfers that resource to ot,hers who can expLolt, ir,.
In thle r,'ray, for lnstancc, non*Oron people can do more

rt,ers arounii Orort r ;-rr).1 €vert ,:

Oron flshermen Ere becomlng virt,ual enpl.oyees of non-Oron

capitaltetLc credltors. A slmilar developmcrrt Ls occurlnq

ln the upper Cross ,River &*at.rr and el,sewhere ln the

country, where peasants become lndirect employees of
capitallstlc mLdcil.eineri anri credttore.

Imper allsm

!'js siralL deflne lmperl;rltsm here as the ownershlp,

contror and exproltatlon of raw materj.als or market,s irr a

cap!"tal.lstlealLy we6* country by rarge cepitarlrt fl.rms

l.n a country t,hat ls stronger capttaltstrcErry. capltal.istie
gtrength Llee ln Lnvestment,, technoloErcat and competltive
ablti ty.
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i{.l6eria, LE a noocolou,Lal. country undor J.a,rgcly Suro+

Sntrloan domlnctionl Hcooolorrl.all.gm ta p stage of ca.&Lta:

I.Lst lnp*rlalj.am wt th tho folLortll.r6 charaaterl,etlcsr

(") Thc domLn4ted cotrntry !.o formally ,.11'-gcvcru!.ngr

(u) Itp ecorrouf f6r bor6lr6r, dmlnatcd by forcl.gcr lqrgc
entarprLsol, luoh that lt ls bounci to ooJ.J.,rplo tf the
forolgn largc oonpanleB ovon draatlcall.y roduoa thalr
opqratlons.

(e) h atfitalf.i*ernatlonal dlvtslci:r of l,.ri.rour', it occupLel
ttraffbLoniat poeitioa of i,rnporter of i.rrdustrss,l goods

anrl oapLtel fron luperlallct oouutries and cxportcr
tf mal.nX.y vav ratarLalg to thcgo oountpi.6q*

(a) It is cor:r;l* t,eJ.)' Lncor.::,or';rtod in t,ho rrorf.d fi.tl'k6t
undor -: npcrLa1lat hegemorr]o

(a) t$i Xoeal oapltaltst* aro Ln all.ieirrcs vl"th lmtrrcrl.qX.IEtlo
monopoly e{rpLtalluta dbr the Jotnt c:ctr1olt;*t{.on of,
tht ressuroes and leborrr of tha oouutryr t

(f) tO" eountry l.aqns o$ Lu$sriialist lui,litarf, resourqcs
i.n tho orront of a unJor &ruod coat'J.ict.

(e) Tha oxprtrlate f{.rns invcnt mary f,ormr of cconomJ.s

SlenrtrcltLgn otherr tlran th6 lnposltLon of dfu,sct
gclonial ru1o, errch. as Eubsldiary conipq$lesp Joiut
venturs s1 scf t loenee oo-tlp€ra,ulon a$Er'oonierlta vl"th
tirrr Eovsrrunfnt of the aubJcot oountry, oerta.tn
f,of"urE sf aa*oa,Lleel r trohnolo8y tra,nsferr r takc-ovor
of looal ont6spplsor ou lcaso; oto

A numbtr of thl"nge work agaLnrt mLnority ltltcrernts l"n
thc Lmparl-alLatlc f,ramer+orkr Ftret; rhore thc cubJeot
f,Dvo1.6rpsut lS i*nder bl.g-, thnic-group chauvinJ.rarl mlnorlty

l"ntaroata r*lIl bo rclegatod. Soeoudlyl lrartt-y bsorruss

sf tsstrilLoal Lguoraucol tlre esrecuisr*ts ryittr iml;rgrLaXLem

do nst n*rnra1Ly. protact t;hls lil$erosts of, Losal froFulattsns

thg* mely suffer. frorn :ln:per.iallsb opst:,eLIor1$r l'hlrdly,

thu expetflato fj.rms a,rc 6apftallst anu what nrauuers to

l,
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thou Ls atmply Firorent anrl future pnoflt, l'ourthlyr thc

lmpcrl'alLst oparat0fe .lrirvo tfro fl-nanr:itr.1 and tsehr:o!.ogloal

cc:rtrol and c'rr, afford.to igrr,.rre evn'1 Lho wishcs of tlro

uubJect gov'er:lrser:'it if ihs.f fi.rrd. t1*se \'rl.glca voi']r

inconvsnient flnanclal,.ly or othen*1.se. Li:rstJ.yr evon if

benafi,L; ;ic:l:''*re f y'om exl,,-l !r:ia le {r1,gvi1';iot.ts ntitl(-'1.'i f'y

peopLc rriil- h,:,r<1X',- bo tlro berrsf l-c f.rrLe s tf ricr;ic f inarrciai

of respgetsr The oapltallet,s aovolop mc,r: ta.en or al; tflo

rtXpqrtsA o1' orhtrSr Ui Li:iri L jrE u.r!lt.ri.j-s i cl"i;; l,taoJ-f 2

S(lmc dovelc.y i.lore thaur or ei; ;i:d exi:'onso ot' othef,$r

LIrb.sn ognt1.9* aiid tL-r3^r envir..rrrg d.evelop at Etio €]i.!:911 sg

c,f tbe cuitatr:)r' P]'aoes firvour'eci Uy re(raurc6 or trarneport

er.lVantag6 rlt: v'o,loP mu!'o frlur,rr a]rcl sr t tirc ey.pelr86 of O:riiet'

araagr lfirers tlrg t:ouui,r'y is varl-€;iL!erJ in c1;l:::lc corupooiticrr

thld Ulnovon dovOloprrrsut oro,ai;os 1:::rrblsrrs of' nc€ileCtecl or

oxp.Ia.i.ted rnl,aor;ltl-,rrsr ir'ir.+rr lrelrepir.-11"o, ls pt'oser. l' trJ.'-ese

prohlerns tnlr"y be 46gp1\'a,';ea by' i;tt: srrc-i;LYtr cltirylc;tt,).' pf lte

oporcri".J.nns. EncLavJ"sm is tl:,u limiraLLo:1,. or atrrserict9 ':f

g1"$r''E;: stim,-i,1,;rti.n,5 i!.i-rrk"', bct'xeen tlr', t'o:r'aign .r.c a i'vl.EJ-egl

and lndlgqneous 0il8tse

So lor:g as develolxnont in I'trigeni.a is cai:i"'ltrLl:;1c and

renrlar" lnl:or,ial.ist clonrinartlonr the lr:'r'o1.r Iroi !1ts itrc'vi.tably
' reLative

ln a diractlon 3f worE€nl.ng/lcotrditlons o:;- eliLstertc':r f'crr

mLnorLti eB, esrf),ecta.]-Ly sma].i onesr wlthin Nlgeria. 'i'iil"s ls

not a senti.nerrtel uatterr It ls a natLer of ti-e J"lu;:f

motlon of eiucj-etir.rs. Bourgools gcver:lner:tsr irnporl.ilictg

iind prl$i.tivo accuxnul&'Eor'3 r.'iii ssrriiriii&iii,a:iss *rrcl gvell

Launctr so're cosmetl-c amelioretlve rloaEuf€sr tll Li-r,.rt,

ULLl be 1Llce so* ilats!'/.;lr r;l're ;*rtl.- -,i' ilre swlurming

eepl taLl $t-lmperlall st' Cuck o

A capLta.llst ec?&orr]" devolops uuevanly Ln a numbeir

A
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sot uTIoN ;.0ssTntitrtr'i wrllr:; nculloqots I'tut,'l

Cortain ati;empts at $oJ.t-rtJ-on to rhe minorttY quostl-on

can bc made under cal)italist rule ' Ille sltrll loolc ert them'

Federali S tes

Fedorall.amigitselfasolutiontoLheminority
queetJ.ont ThIs is tll'o c3se bocause ln a federal systom

cortaiu s14t;t6f s aro ptr.ecod exclusl'vely wiLhi'n tho competence

of tho componont states and certain other p6ltters faLL

nlthLn the jurtsdLctLons of i:oth the fecleri.rl ancl tho

gtate governmenbs.

In ttrts matter tho cons titr:ti' ons of NIL:oria sinco

independ.once have beerr on tlre rsltole satlsfactory'

Thoee who eleim ttrat iho Fsderal Go"r/()!:nm4n',t }:as bOan

mado too poworful' by tho allocruion of subJccts a're

mdstakca.TholgrgConstr.tutionrforinsta'nce,di.dnot

al.Losate to the FederaL Govornmont excJ'ursLvely a'nytirirrg

that for natloa;L offoctlvoness shoulcl not be trandlod

oxolrrsJ.v€l1r6,'*,Nolt}rerdliltLplloeanytfu1ggon
thoconourrentllstfhatshoulclnocbelirerelsubsgquont

drafts scroensd tho LLsts for subjects to bo taken off

thc Fgderal Govorrrment but found lul-r.d'tv anythingt excopt

t}rat the draft under Abactra tinkererj vrlttr lrlg}rer cduca,sl.onr

Constltutlo naL Proyls ions

'iho ]'aet draft constLtutlon matle prrrvislons for

aafoguardingmirrcrityl.nterostsrrhlc}r,onthewltolgrUc

ftnd satlsfactcry.

Ti:s nuniber of sta.'bes oxistini'i ls tL'i't] result of, bold

a.ttempts by the armed forcos to f'tca ti.ro lssue of ths

v6ry variegated characier of tl-re ettur!c group questlon

o
, *-:i
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*n tho eountrlrr Thc OonstLtut!.ona moraly edoptcd Etatcs

oroated. by tnc l.aet mllltary statc orcatlon cxorciscr

Th6 armtd fefool aLso oroatod a large numbor of,

looel governmentB. This also le an aEt.opptr to faee tho

WhBt l.s mono, thc anmcd foraas ga.vo to looaJ.

govartunontg a dlreet atrarc Ln the national re\rorluo, to be

PaLd tc thom directLy from the Consoll-dated Rovonuo Fund

of, thc S'sdenatba.ThLe l.a a, tttg:erlanf.nnovatlon utrlch ai"ms

at resolvLng the minorlty queation

S\rnthor stlLL, trdvenue srllocatlon, as In thq lgrg
ef{ez'ie-a

Colrctltutlon, l,a to b6 aotua.lly dabatcd and aJ*p**cd by

ths l{atLonal Aesembly whlah has roprosontatl"vsB frou aL1

$;natorlal and Hsuse of Reprresantstlves eonsttrtuoneLes l"n

th6 countryr

Thc 1gg5 ConetLtutlon provLdcs for rfcdora,I oharaqterr

to be observed l,n tho maklng of oertal,n lmportant federal

apPOl,ntmeuts and'for tstatc eharacterr to bo eimilarly
obaerved ln somo lmportant appol-ntments at tho stilte

Lovotr Local governmsnte are sLao to obnerve rLocal

6ovornmont chare.ctert j.n rrakLng certaLn aFfroLntmentsr

?hoao foomposr.tc charaetcrt provLelons seok to enaurtr

to a}l ethnic groul")Ei Ln the couutry a BBns6 of belongLng.

F-urthor EtLlls the 1995 Constitutlon makes it a

Justlclable onima for auponc to bo dlrerlmln&ted. againet

ffiil sthnie or r:olLglous grounda* Xt providoa for a

oonatltutl,oaal court whoro oonetltutlonall 6&sss cau ba ,/
taken and handled wLthout the time wae*Lng fn ttra

ofdlnary $ourte whlch normally have enough or morts than

enougtr to d.or

l

I
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Concornlng rcvenuc allocatl,on we consLder Lt

acceptablo for rsvonuG alLocatlon to bo dons by tho

Natl.onaL Assembly according to etny f'ornrul,a adopt6{ gy itr
f,ollowlng thc rosearetr and adv'ico of, the fl.6venu6 Commlgslon.

Tb,Ls ls what tho 1979 ancl 1995 Constitutlons provlde, I{o

do not thlnk ttrat any fairer or more democral,ic sct:leme

aould bo dovlsedr

Concernlng oll revsnuar so ttrink tlra; ttrls lerslre ls
confusod wLth the nrlnority questlonr Constl"tutional]"yr
slnce coronlal tirnos, al.l- mLner.rl , toola on Nigertern

L'<-
Eoil (incJ.urting tlro sorl urrrierf"rerritorial watere ) lnve

belongod tu liigoria or the foclera,.l Ropuliric uf I{J-gerla,

Tho qucstion of oLI s},iliago erncl gas fiarlng,; shoLrl.cl be

takon up speclficallyr Il' oil, hacl beerr founcl in $orng

LocaLlty Ln llausalanrl, yoruba,l;rncl or fbol;rnrl, rlre

foreigFr oLf. comi;anl.es i:rvolvo,J, the Fe,".1or.rl Government

and, tho State Govornmont fnvotv!/r,tould not |ravs batraved

dlfferontl"yr I{e havo found scanda].ous c,irses of neglect

avtr)rvhore in NJ.gcria, furoludin6; Lagos. If btl.ttons of

nal.fa afe Purllred l"nto rjho lu:,ncls of sono burrerucreits ilnd

captl;a1.ist o;rportunists l"rr Port il;rrcou.I-t1 Elcot, enC Uyor

Warrl Qr trJouln Clby vh.o L,ose .rbscrlytely rictlrLng from oLl

cPllla:,e or gas flarlugl ti:,ei; does rrot tirhs care of tlro

bseees suffering and doAth borne_ by the :rc1;rra1 fLshoruren
b.'cr at{

and peasqnts lrtro bgilr tire br*r*i:D 'L'l:.e iiakolorl peasant

uprlsin$ haplitsfrGcl ln ie }],eusa. - trullnl- ar,:a and the Agb6koya

ptasant uprising occured ln a Yorub;l arelr, -r.nd both

hqppondd Ln post-colonia]. N5.geria. i'hey rrsultad from

unbearable r:e61ect artcl injustice arrd ruer-e nret r,rlth

ropression.

Everyr-rhere itr I'ti,!cria, lre;slr.nts :.i.e treastg of
burdenr' O'birers uririie l{turley otlt. of rlri:lr mlseryq Thg

story of arli tlre ]larl;ertill; l-loayds j,11rir:t.r:teg t[ls

l
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oI.oquontlyr

_ltralSoartL tu ttonal lrrf IuGrxoG 6

TbO Sonstl,tutl,on,eluna oaunot guarantce a s6nae of
btlougtrng or fal.n trea,tmant to mLnorltr.or 1n l,llgrrlec
Strt'[L,n Laflurnocr go taymd thc Conatl.tutlon* Ae wr hava

sccll LnJuatteas arlaa from capltalLst dcvolopmcnt, tha

ProoossoE of prLmitlva aocumulatlon and lmparLa]'iem tha,t

E,rt dctrl"ncnta.I to mlnoritLenr TtrE*o lnflusncog ar6r ln
faeti",:talcon f,or grantod by ttro 6onstLtutLonr Lot ua glvc

oonaldoratl.ou hane to cor.tain ma,ttcrsr

H!'lt tery rulr {s S dculal of both f,Edora}l.am and

domooraoys Tbcrcfoncl undor mLlltary rulor rro aonstltutLonal
prorrr.sl,on to enEurr cf,footlvc frdcralLsm frr drmoErat!.o

rulc cgtlr opdratc. 'fh-cg6 wtro have tufforad rudc dlgcrimtna-
*Lon si.nco 1966 o*otty f,orgat thc of,faet of, mtlitarLtmr
Out of ttrtrty-qtght yhiire of ao].f-fu,l"rp noarly thiipty

hevt hccn takon up by nllltar? rulc.r l{Lgerla haE not

bocn a fadera,l domooratlc statot lt hae beon J,argoly a
mllt a:O dlctatoratripr

thr socoud nou*oontltutionar LnfLuenoo ie thc groedl

s0lfishn0ESp Epportunlam and chauvinism bf tho so-cal].od

lcadcrs wtro arc predosftnantly from the thr6e vcry largc
cttcrfa groups end othar f,a,LrLy Lar6a cthnic groups thet
ttrEcc !'saders flnd lt neceaaary to brLba ulth of,fl.os to

;tay in povEnr CltauvLntsm is uecd for potrer lurntLng and

prtml,tl,rrp oapttal!.at..*ecumuXatLonr $o,fon6 ag ohauvl,nLsm

crEd 6rGSd prevallr thc minorl,t{eg muat Euff;er*

* thLrd J.nf,Luenoo ls ttrE meaning of r6aJ6pltyr {n
Hlgqrta 6vstx vhou thoro aro o].ectLonsr Wj"ttr go muetr etluricLtyr
ohauvlnLam; and optrortunism Ln th6 country, Iroople tend to

Voto f,or Or ProJcct ro-oa,}led rloadorsl from the'Lr Own
t\c-

ettrnLc areasr rn such a sl"tuatl-onr I so-called r66nscpirtic

maJorityl voto ls actu:r1ly anr e ri:1lc rnerJority voto.

1

I
i

,l

I

l
l

i

I

I

I

.l

l

i

I

l

l

I

I

i

t



,eo

Xn tbt cs.s6p.** ui,nonLtlos a.ro pcrmenently out of

govsrnmsnt* Thl"c Lc capooJ.ally so undor the pnesl,dcntLal

form of, governmant.

ft wo$ld, be dLff,orent ff th6 aountry w&re 'S*tdad

by poll.ti,oel part!.cs baEed on cloar id&otoglesp suctr a.a

rrattonall,ump UreraiLld, oonatr\fatirmp sosiallt* lor

aonsrunl,gmr of baecd on dofl.nltc poultLone on J.asuet

{fpi,soreoLgpoc,lr.ks th,e. nl,aortty quostionl foraL6n pol.I.oyl

q6usa,tLonl hea!,th, houalng polloy and the. ILlso; that out

rl,6ht4oroBaethn1oorrellg1ougbounda'r1osrAslt1g
!{Lg;arlar6 po}ttiaal partlee arc merolt Ae Aa of oarnp

iOll,O,ffgrg sf per.etrns rrho have enough money to want to bo

preoldcnt, govsrnor, etor Evan l.f thors ls a eo-qallod

pro.SrqJrrne{.r, tt LE a vaeuoua oatalogua and uo ons ,ry'q

any attqntJ.on to ito In suotr a eituat{on athnlc 1oyalty

6 that should hava bocn oocuplGd by

to party i.dsaLer Lt Ls the mLnorltLes tlm,t

suffor from ssLf-centrodr frisky and convsnLent pragmatlsm.

A fourtlr i,nf].uence Ls tho character of the Nigerian

poltoe, lSaf*fary and bureaucra.clr Bocaus6 of thcir

oorruptJ"Uilltyr those vtth bLg monoy or bl$ political

lnfluonce are at an advant;r€iar MlnorLties that iravs

nsl.th,sr f.ose.

. E4iIlT JrOuR

S,0LqTI_0N. EIIl1ig3:q or"' CUFIrENI:_UUIIqJSIL

A prelfunlnary on,r\ntL-Socialisrn

IlumanLem is ttro bolLof ln uho dignity and ossontial

cquality of al.J. mon, whLch cllls for socl.al arraxlgerrents

anrl prac t iees iltiru rof icc i, tli.Ls i1 i,.;nity :rnr:l essr:ntl.:r1

oqual.I-tyr One can say that tl:erc is rrs nrucl: iiormal

humanJ,sn l.n a s1-stem,rs the rl6:lit"s of urari as such tbat

Llui.t systom f ornally recogn-l-ses. ,nu"* Ls also as nruch

@
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lnrmentru Ln roallty *a tho a.Etual cnJoymaat of thc rightc
of man aB su6h rrhLeh a eyatcm pormitc.

"hs 
aornprehhne{&prEatl,o*1 ambodilnont of, turnanl,en

*od*y is Eoql-a,ll,i$r llort aoEtelL,cts put btfort thomsqlvc*

ths further ldea.tr of, * futurc osnmrrnlst aoclat}r ths,t I,g

oec,p*efsd to omeng* from tho most sdvqnaad stqgo of, eoolalLat

roctctf $hcs tha l**ttf ha,s bEoB qehlevtd.

Thsra Ls no sauoi ao nobl.c tha,t lt aanrnot havc hordoE

of, cnonni,col no.ff'-cnd ro hiunrana thst mcn wlll not bs found

tp r*arft it,srra$LEhed* sethlug ao mtsrr thet the reXfLctr'

f.tjlf not *eptrsy tt n6eLnrt trutbr sool,*lLcn lr noblcl

hunan,c , unaolfi.ohr thorc qrc mr.lll.ons qud mt lll,ons of

solfLsh paople la tlra worl,d and uhlle many of thcrq are

oapit{rll,gtsr nono of thsm oan bo Eoola.Llstcr

Sooia.Lll,f fa arrul,ar aud CIhri.rttanl.ty and lalam

reLlgl,ousr Tatrce ehristlan*ty. It rosLstod aaplta].isrn whan

oapital"iEm started" l,n Europs and Ls aj.eo noble, lurmane

and SnlEolfl,sler lfhllo aalrss of mlll,ions are prof,oesod

Chntstl&ngp evorifone has not becpme a Ohn*.,stt*}r, evou

though Chriatianity stqrtod Ln t5e world somo two

thqu*and tseero 460; ohrtst14111ty haa Euf;forod tr6v6tf;66

Ln jl,ts long lristofyr tloeLaliem Ls only noarly tr*o

hundrod yoare ol.d Ln thc rorldr ft startad as a, smal.l

movemsnt of e fov ttrouaand poople in I{estern Europe

Ln ths l83OEr 
"odey. 

lt counte tene of mLlllonu of

edhcreutg who are to be found ln virr,uaiJ"y aII oountrLce

Of ttre ronl,dt $o<ll,allsm1 toop Ln {ts strort history''

has suffercd and, rrs bslLovo, wilJ. oontinuo to suffer
various rgversosr Yet it Ls bounci to triumlrtr evoryr*horo

Ln the ond, Just as LntlustriaLlsm amrl rnortorn sai"ena6 are

bound to trtur,nph ovdrywhere in Etra endr $:rola].l.sm Lg

hound to triumph not eiunlrly 'becauee it tE nobla, lurmana

,(

f
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e,nd r$tstlf,l;fu but alao basauet of t ta praotLcel nstuno

aa a praettcal end obJootlvc entLthasLs to praatLoal and

pbJ*etlv* trp.l,el"tattm;of, mrn by fficnc

f,h* forogol,ng rcmarks *", ;ronsaary beeaurc rJ.nca

thr fumbllle of l.{lchaol Sorbaohcif r r leadcnehLp tn tho

sovl.at Unloul trrs X,lc ttrat rooL,*,itm t** toollapecdl

haa bton fa,nnad by thc fropa&atrda of ttrs cclflsh a,nd
,a

6rcr*y *11 over ttrs rrorldr ThLc 114 haa bten cwel.lowod

hoo$r ltrc srrd atlrkcr by tgnorant Hlgarlar Sosl.a}*au La

viry mleb alivc and rolls fLret of, all tn thc ropublLos

-Bf thc former $onLat UmLou* From tg86 to 1996 ;ootellats
!.n thc llaLsn of, $ovLat $oEl,alLat Rapubl{es (Uggn) qnd

646tarlr Buropo s,ttemptsd Eouo rEforme Ln the eyatcm of,

soor.Ellst aonetructron &e$iHflt"- from the stalLn

FtFl,uSr B*oqu*c of ttr*,i mtahqmdltng, of the ref,onme by

tlrE Oprbaahcv loadcrehLp in the U$$Rr thle cffort waa

aseompa.niod by sertaln rsvorses whLch would norrer fiave

.heppsn*d undsr a J,ees modLocro socialj.st loadershlBr

Sxperlonce l.n Surope has etrosr! tlrat wtreneverp

boEauEe of crnorg or ottrcrwieor ths gocialLst Ldeofo$ll

le rreakoncd whcre lt w&s strongr what take lts placo aro

lntorathnJ.o bLttosl6sr, Lntorreliglous oonfliotr thg

dtq{nfufltctLsn of, um,tl'onr tha,t coolell.an hed uni.t6dn

r!"glpn* slrrl,l $trl.far $f,r snd sxt€rfle1 interrrontton bry

lnpcnl.all,amr

Basquss of tb6 f,Iopptnaas of thc Gorbachav ltadcrahtrPl

ro*lqll,rm ha.s not b;eur,'glven tho graat arcdl,t tt rlahly
dtagnvoel rramel1rp tht onca*Lon of the US$R Ln thc firet
pl.aEc qs ou6 f,oderal etatc r B6f oro ttlc Eool.altat rovonutLon

tn tgt?r ths vast CsanL*t eurplre u&s a hcL1 of maxLmu,m

c*ploltatl,onr maxl.rnrln oppr6ssionr a,nd maxlmum l,ntorethni.c

bfttoraesa. That thta utrolc rancylrous prison of, turnd,reds

{
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of ptoplcs ard diapqr*ti Ef,oas; rclL8lorns and cuX.tur6s

vrtnntq,rltry unttod n-r ona aoatetts;f;:\ bfirrunr&atEtr fcar
thf,t oorrld onfy havc happcnrd urndcn thc lnapl,ratlon of,

thcroughly dsdl,aatrd "scotqtl.et nnvcmtnta ll|Jco thoEc that
ser*rLad out thc lool,el*st rr.rrolutiona l"n varl,prrs pa,rta

of thc Crartat cmplrrrr

trn trfts*;tm Euriepa, eulf,{ah oapLtallanc hag not bccn

ablc to cffeot a uaLon of two or mors dLstl-n6t othnlo
grCInpc 6vorr l,nto a foderal atatsr MultL-sthnLo Groat

Erltar.n and $paln usrG formod, lnto slnglo statog long

bcf,orc ttra rlso of bapltalLamr thc fcdaral. RopublLo of,

Otr-tn*ny consl,ata of, onar cthnlo group,and yot under

eapitelr.gn, {.t haE *o ba fodarat to affect trrc 6nlon of
Gartnangr capitaltsm can brLng p€oplo together booause of
I
i,Ia,dfag interester but .oannot r:nlte/tfremr Itgsol"ftslmcesr
grchbtngl oxploLtattonp @p groed a.nd oallou6no*e ignito
rarreour and, divLeionr l.feEtern Europc !.a a speotacular

aS&atpX.C CIf, sElfleh poll.tLaal and cconomio rtivlslon, tt
la rctuelly the opposltc of, the klnd of unlon and Etatc

f,ormatLon that eaon,omLc and polltl.cal cxl.geneloa demand

of tha poopl.es of tho vorld toda.yr Westerre Europe lE

the ttrorrg pol,nter for NlgerLa becauea of ttre oconomLo

and polltiaal wea.loaoss of, tho bJ.aik raca and the hopo tha,t

HlgonLa offers ts a.11 htaek poopLc. 'St*toa ].lkE South

Afn,ica s^rod Nigcria, polnt tho lray f,ortrardr

l(lnortty probl*nr ea,n hr lstrrrGd wlthln tha aoutont

of, nu].t{raelall multl*thmle End uruXtl"*roll.elouo 6tatoor

Thls Ls thc road forlrardr

,llhet SooialLeta ALm At

to tnabla us eommcnt on thu j.mpact of socialL$n on

tlr,c mJ.norl,ty quaetl-onr uo muet flrst look summarl,Iy at
tbo gcncral aims of, tho soclalLete thc world ovarr



of oocLatyl namelyl sconoryr poxtty and culture.
For
f$h tU* acono{nyp'.the eentra}.alm of goolalLsta Le

to abol*th all forme of, sxplol.tatlon and rais6 tho wolfare

of gltr rrho havs f,Lrst of all bcen llbcrated from

cxptroLtqtLon by {:troLr f,elxournon. Ttrls 15 to bo aoh-tsvod

by:'
{A} fOef"s,I or qolleetlvo' rrorkLug pcoplers ounorrhLprof

.:r.,, thO moans of produotlon and dLltri'butlonl 8o that

4lI, wly squally orrn tho moq'ns of ll'f,o 3

{n} dg,ctrl,btr,tLor of lnoono ecoordLng to soaLal neEd

and lrrdLvLdreal. or tcam work only,

(*) fulL omploym'nt Eo that all may havo aco6$s 6s tho

' *"arrs of, l.lvi-'ug f;trom'daY to dayr

rweteriql
( d) thc /vcl,farc of, tho pooplc ln cve tr Lnorcaelng

dl,meneloncr

I

l

:

I

l

iA

(e) aoolal.lat q-aonomts pl*nnl'ng wlrera a spec''al attentlon

tr patr{ to tr*dLoattng or avELdlng the varlous forns o#:'.,

unev€rr dcvtlopmcritr

Forthon.oll.ty,thegool,all"gtEa,.matEdelacorati,c
pplltl,sal syutcm or*iltd1 oontr:ollod and operated by tha

vortc1ng po op1 46gffi. #*.,srp4g *f, 0$*f t{i* * vt **ut J. tute thc

propla, &s di.stLnct f,rom thcr.r cxplof,ters and opllrs$sofsr

fhts lt *s bE brsuge* luout bY

(*) oXoatcd X.sadernllip in atl 8pher68,
t'Le

(t) /rtrlo of law,

(E) psop!.6rs pert[c{Sratlon ln govcrnanse rat}rcr tUan mcroly

tn olsatLons,
(a) abasnoc of thr Lnftucuco of prLvato propsruy or

, unogual af$lucncc on'Polltldsl

A
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{") e oqnat*tutlon cnsurl,ng human r{g}rts that 6o woll

bcyond thc bourrgcoJ.s conccptLon of, hurnan nLgtrt6,

iselu,,ttng ttr,c nLght to rork arrd to cdusattonr for
Lnctaxrocna alp. -';;.;*-'r. ;a..^t

(r) eb*sno* of dotri.montal d,lacrimlnatLon bascd o$ othfir.o,

raclall aox, reglonal or rolLgLoua dLfforonc6al

(g) ths rL6ht of s'thno*cultural. groups to ontr or otlror
JkLn of autonoulrr to tha,t unity le val.untelry rattrer

ttra,n lmposedr

Irr ths reslm of, oulturc aociatrLats aINn at th*

humnnLeatlon of, culturcl t}rc sdvanocmcnt of lurmane cuJ.tt1r6,

and tho ogual onJoymcng by al.l cLtlzensl aacordl"ng to

norf, end uorkr of thc tu.r,mq,nc cuJ.turc thet La aveflablo J,n

t osetoty for cnJoyurcutr To ashLrvc thls thcy el"n

sp*aifloally et

(n)

(u)

(r)
(d)

(t)

(r)
te)
(t)

frsc mcdtcal carel

free or virtualJ.y frce tduoatlon at a.11 leval.al

froc or: eubstdlecd reoroatLonr

subaLdLead and hy6l"anl,o trouelngl

cas)r avaLlabll!.ty of a,rtlstLo oreetLonsr

colenil.{.flo oduoatJ.on for aJ.J. o*;tLEcrro;
(/.

an anvlronmcnt ttlat la boallful and hoal.ttry,
I

*duq*tLou of aJ.I for hunanlem; lncludLng an a,ppncol,atLon

e+vours aJrd

prablcue of otlrcrs and emphesLe ou cuc}. thLngg arr a.

EoLcnti.fto outlook anrl racial dlgnity for alL racesr

Xn shortl dooialicte alm at terytng thc ooot cty fnorn

d{nlsr.oa Lnto ma,stcra a,nd cqrvants to unLty baEed on al,l

bclng mastare and no ono a aonvant. ,no, aim at
d

sUa^df.ng tho baeie of cooj.al l,nstr.tutl.ons from solflehneselt-
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grccd and predatLon to shari.ng, contentment witir ttre

!ssoatr.a,lr and equal partnershlpr

lfs mu*t aay tffis at onsor D€trq,ctors'of soo{a}IEte

conJuro up rrhfi,t they ce]"]. tPorfoatlonr and.atrLsg6 tha,t

thc sootalLets ars aimi.ng at porfeetLonr ?hcy then

dcolarro rrlth an a,Lr of f,lnatlty that perfcction l"r

l,m$oEel.blg for &&n1 Suoh E propaganda triok La alllyp
Tho aoql.a],Lats do not thomaolvoo rpcak v{Lgr,ra thin8

celtrod rpcnfootlonrr thcy aln a,t ooncroto thfngr thet

rtll a.trter ttro Lot of peop].c Ln aoElatyr ,tnd we havc ].l,stod

thogo ttringsr Fur {n6tanoo; f,ull smployment as dcf{nod

by leonoml,ete may not hs aehl.cvcd ln a f,orrn or mealuno

tha,t caonoml"$ste u*uld fegard ao porfectr Wtrat Lo wnougg

horrcvor, rri.th oarrying out tranfonrnations that r*Ll1 offoc!

f,ulX, omploymcnt to e*.do6roo' that sattaf,f,es ttro humqfi

ooaocl,onoc, cvgn Lf, thc ooonomlat rc6arde tho aohievcmorrt

aa l.nperfaot? Morc gancrallyl muat uo rrbandon Ldcal.s

bceauao th6y cannst bo pcrf,cetly eatrlovod? ,Fturt wc,

for inatanco, abandon Chrlatlan tdcals for barbaric

rclLgLonc bcoa,ucc rro of,rG or group hag bson able aftor
tuo thousa,nd ysara to praotlsc or raal!.sc th6 Chrtstian

ldrafc p€rfcattry?

geol*Lirn a,ud the MLnorLtv Issus

;* thtngE th6t tho aoeLalls*u alm at onEato st

asols,I. spYJ,ronsrn$ s.nd l**d to rulea a.nd practlcos that

oa,n go a much long*r r*ay to rocolvt tho mfnority prolrJ.om
:

thfln La e,ehj.avablo und.6r oaplte,llemr T'he Unlted States

of .Amorica,p for Lnata,nc6r la a countrlr of periretual

mLnorl@' dLesatldifactLou; outcry and J.obby, beoauae i.n
.

a community vhore mon6y la ltLng anrl oxploita,tlpll 1s

the beraLs of so*c*llcd aotiLavomanto, minorLttes art
t,

aegX.ooted urrloee thgy do. comotht,ng t''o lrnpo.se thersEolvag
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on tho attontLon of tho fLnancLally powerful.

OJ.vOn the wo:rld ,aB wo have {nh,crLtod tt1 6v$n under

sosl,eXLam ttrora ie not and thcro cannot bc any perfcotlorr

l,n ths BolutLofls to tho ml,norLty quostton .based on cff,orts

to eohl"Eve ths sool.allst alma ruo tr*tvo sot out.' Thceo

ef,f,orts have treen v6fy genuLne and dedL#*"d Ln tho
Lounf-aieS

wthathe,vcpof,g'rombarkad,onbu!.1dtnggocl.a].l'emr
Th6 tnndLaa.ps under rr}:ijlctr thc eocLd'lists havc worlcod

muat bc tronastly apprsalatcdr

FLrrtn thora #crc !.nhcrltcd Lnequal,{ttoc whloh eould

" $ot bc overf,omc at ouea or after marry ycars,

csnf,una,ts sfflrts,r
Saaondtryr tho rtgton; vharc sooLal.{strr rcvoJ.ut{sn5

ducocqded wcne not J.lkc BnLtaLn or Franoct 'Banrtng
,]

Cz.
Bast Garrnarry ano Eicrroclovekia, thcy ucrc rcl.atLvaly

undcndqveloped corrntrLeE uith a lot of, prsmodcrrn

tr*,d"X.tI.ona' :etj.ll potont and a tr ot of exploLtatton,
,,

autrcracy asrd ruthlcas cryclty Fractlaod by the rulLng

els.gsr vtrtch kept alLve blt'tor mcmonicE and attLtudc*

of ' ho1#[Itty and Eusptqlono

Thtrdlyt dt urust ba raall,scd ttra,t although tlro

laadenah.l.p aud thc eountry tras golng aocleliat, tvcryona
,, .

r*s npt a egcLalr.str TakLng thc poptrlatl"on as a wtrol.al

thg ,.dtotrogLcally siL} groomod and aotf.vc soGlal.l,sts ,wcrc
a

a BEst:. mLaorLtyr That thc trorklng pcople genenal"ly

a6lr*ed rrlth eoctel.Lst Etmp does not moan that antisoalalLst
pcaple t ort aot marryr

Fourthl-yr

the stato tleat.r*as suppossd to tro socia].ist was mor6

bureancratic and eox'rup{, tir.rn t}ro eoeialists t}romsoJ.ves

";asr fur ilart due Lo rer,rirf;tr'!s ul- pa$t socj.alvlslredr ?tris ""rff.s3 fur i>art

attLtudos and prar:ticosr lrr part d,ue to tho prosauro of

1rT6nrtc of

,<
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oounter*fo*olutida whLch called for a flrm enforcement

of rovolutlonarip auth,ori.ty, ln part duc to lack of

alrptrr,snacl 6 naII ciue to. tho faot that the sooLalfetE

&a,d to mqke ueo of non-soclal.i"ets tn ,"eolvl.ng pfobXome,

and Ln p*rt due to opportunlams slnce 6omo'puoplc got

thtumlvif, Sromotod into poel.tLons of trust but were

cooiqllste only on papere

tr'Lfth-lyr tlro USSRI CzoctroelovalcLa ancl isg6el-avla

ar fedcratiorre collapaocl beceuecl compar€d wlth all othof

fcdcretiong, ineJ.ud,tn6 Nigoria, the:r trorg lopsLd.odr

Baqh of tfusm doutained a nationalLty i;hat was su much

l.er@er thsrn otirers as to doruina,te 't,lre fedarationr no

matter what membore of ths othEr nationalLbiee diil.
Thay $ero tsors lopsldod ,ttlan thopthro6-6tEte or f,our-

e t*to fsdcrration of SlgErLa (f fAO *.r$96?)wt.th the Northen

', Bagion &fr on6 ata,t6r Ubet theJ.r,dxporlence - -:.

d.ononatratoa ia that ovcn undar cooial.Lsm iopsiderl fodona-

tl,oma earinot bc offpootcd to oxLot l,n p,61'r*tuityr

Af'tor Bllt tt {c hlatorloal oontrad,lotj,ons dlfftault ,,.

to rosolve ttrat lcad to a fedcral form of unlon Ln

tho flrct placor

Ieatlyr thc statc La an Lnotrumont of, social

cocroi,on i.rr tlro la,ct rcsottr }/hora a fed.oratlon La

lopaLdcdr tho lnf,Luonoo of personnol f,rom thc domlnant

gtetc wt1l bo prodomLnqnt ln tho qontraL apparatusr

CLtLsons of ths ni,*or et*r,te I &ro bound to li"ve *n
pqrpotua.L fear, no rn&*toF how altrtristto arr the ai.ms

of ths ruXiag Farty or ths tr#act[asa of party: Sereonnal

in officor

In th, US$Rr in addttlon to Union Ropubllcs &nd

loeaL Bovcrnrilenfer tlrc eolutlon

L4-r-&r+--l L-*.*J
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to the ethnlc ml,norlty problem lnc1u,ced the creatlon of
Eutonornous regionu or republtcs withln the unlon Rdpubil

Theeo autonomous areas enJoyed a, rlmltec autonornlf rn cer
mgtters. fhls sorution could have been approprlate for
Nlgeria lf tlle L2-state etructure of the Gowon perlod ha

14o,ke-rl
remalned. H.*,bls. s of eonstltuLi;one in ttigerla, however,

/:

seem trc be compietely unawarie 6f thls solution. St,lll I
'/,i

can be uaed ih Hlgerria without dlssolvlng thll axlstlng
gtates.

CEr

tain

d

t

";:,'{:i,//t;:.' 1,1 | t.
', ti. 

''' 
.!." t t,',.']- 

/'\. t/i, i

CONCLUSION

-T-
llthnle nlnorlty problems eame to exlst ln the world

hen f,he fornetj.cil of states broughc vatrlous peoples togebt:er

one polttlcal authorlty. The mlrrorlty problem la
lved clillf'-:rently in slavery, feudallsm, caplcalism,
tiiLi.i, t ecrlonlelir:m and soclallsm.
For: th's foreseeable futur:e the rnlnorlby problem J.n

Nlgerla !rr1:.1 eontilue' to exidt, Thbre ls no stat,e ln the
world whei.',: c,::r- :<::.ri cr

not exlsL, riherever 1t

resolvab.l,i rnlv thr.cr.r.lh

humanLsm.,'tf1a -'.1,t,.;. ;i.c;n

Actua.i.ly there are

ot.hcr of ttre rnincr.lty quest,ion does

exls ts , hr),,.'grut, i t is f lnal ly
a qeilui.ne .{emocraey, a iTenulne

i;rf cri;ie ,1, ;y a scien tIf 1c a t,ti tucle.

in Nigr:r'1a minor.rties t,rrcrt nray be

ca}led settl*r ml.norltles. These are snrarJ. groups frorn one

elhnlc rqrsrrp whose ancesLors lonq ago want for one reason

or olher to settle on terrltory belonglng Eo another ethnic
group arid have mlngled wlth the latter. on a J.arqe scaie
we havg ttre c.:-re of irulanis who settLed amonE the Haugag.

On a lfifu'ft *Ecale"we havo 6everal oxamples, for lnstance,
the case of Efiks smong the oron people in what ls now

Jamestrlwn.' rf. l{lgerlo r{€re to irreak up what wouLd hoppen

ls rrot the peacoful lnclependence of the so-calred rnationE,

of the.. ethnLc unlotrs that .owe therr very exietence ,to Nigerj.a.
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What would happen would be lnterethnlc wara throughout' the

COUntFtr QueEtlons of who Jotno whom, who takeE ordor from

whom; and t*ho orrrns where and what, wou}d sharply a;.lge.
' ::. f-.

All hlstory shows that they would be settled by carr lrhe
mlnorlty problem ln Nlgerla !s very capable of peacef,uL

r66olutl,on, stnce the Nlgerlan federatlon Is far from

betng Lopelded. It ls bound to be aggravated so long aa

ellstl.er the process of prtmltlvo

capltatlEt accumulatlon prevallt, and lmperlali'sm retalnE

Its hold on the country. It ie aleo bound to be sggravaked

so long a6 pollttcal ,partles atre not, I'deologlcal formatlonE
' but nere eonvenient, cakelrharing conglomerateg.

The constltuttone of NlEerta afford the mlnorltleE the

*,fo1nal opportunttlee qf ftghttnE for the abqlltion of scfr,nda-

lOUs lnJustlces, provided the affected are artlculate and

. haVe the money as a LaEt raeort to go t,o courL. HoweVerp 60

long aB those In povrer are greedy chauvlnlstsp the mlnorlties

wlll receive Lttt,Ie or no attentlon'
Because itE lnsplratlon ls the abolltlon af exploltatlon

Bnd varlous forms of Eoc!.al inequaltty, the soclallst drlve

after a sociallst revolutlon !s the best guarantee thaL

everyone will be treated slmply as a perEon. After overcoming

hlstorlcally-tp6erlLed' l.naqualltles, t,hls accent on the

eqqattty of all aa human belngs le the beEt guareni:erE th.nt

Bnyrnrlnorlty questlon wl11 receive a rrreII deserved attentLon.

Tho people handllng'the questlon, hor.rever, have to be

gonulne sociallsts and not opportunletE mesquaradlng ae

socialls ts e

r Thls lecture was delLvered on 25th ,June
at t,he Oron Clvlc Centre on the invltat
National Forum.
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