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Unpopular Essays

when it first came to us.
the christian messalie
ivas a political idea. It

oduLated the Afrjcan peo_
ple to see life on earlh
only as a transient, brief
stage of existence. The
hereafter was supposed
to be more sat.sfying,
lnole permanent. parad-
oxicaliy while the colo-
niai pcoplcs Ical.nl to
look up-war.ds and d.st.e-
gard rnundane wealth,
the colonialists (who
were the original bearers
of the message) we[e

reeds of the gospel, some
of which are present in
many traditional African
religions". lnfact, the
christian message has al-
re"rdy given an indication
of what concessions it is
willing to make" "Their
harmful elements (of
witchcraft) could he dis-
carded and those ele-
ments not contvary to
the faith and morals re-
tained" in the catholic
church.

'Ihe Rome conference
of the SECAM bears a
remarkable resemblancc
to Pope IIrban's "Con-
gregallo de Propaganda
i.ide". Apart from the
fact that thev were boti)
made ull of sorlle oI lhe
church ., top nol( hes,
they shareci Lhe same
mission. that of $'tnning
more sorils {or Cihfisl.

The oniy distinctlon
between the works of the
two assembles is that
where "the Copgrega-
tion of Paganda" stood a

fair chance of succcss,
the SECAM is faced with
a "misson impossible".
The problems of the
christiitn nr0ssiillc has

been further complic:ated
tly advancements irt
science and technology
which are steadily erod-
i.ng all religions. It is not
that the theological is-

sucs that were once set-
tled by the cal.holic
church now reccive non-
catholic solutions, it is

just that the issues are

no longet raised.

But the SECAM, of
coursc, reserves its right
to try. Franz Fanon said
that "each generation
must, out of relative oLr-

suridy, identify its mis-
sion, fulfi1 it or betray
it."'St. Paul and his
ceiebrated letters uni-
versalised thg christian
message. Rev. llsanga
and the SECAM are wcl-'
come to try to lndigenise
it. Thcy w'iil only bc tr1,
ing to fullil what they
have identified as their'
historic mission

BASSEY EI(I'O BASSEY

The Saga Of The Catholic Church

QUO vadis Domine ? The expression itself, which
is a despcrate plea to God for direction, is said to have
its origins in the early days of the Roman Empire. At
thc hciglrt of porsecution, the founding fathers of
"THE CHURCi.!" werr said to have ul.tercd il- in
exasperation.

That war a long, long time ago. The empire
eventually camo into the qrasp of the persecuted and
"THE CH URCH" hecamc cotcrminous with thc statc.

Then came the decline; nation. 
- 

statcs emerged
in Europe, a f!rm line was eventually drawn be',ween
be.lief and the practical demands of day-to-day living
as represented by thc state. And "THE CHURCH"
was iplit into thc Catholic, thc Protcstant and the
Orthodox Churches.

Qffiffi UANffi D(}Mlr{E?
pelate re u]edy. In 1 tillll.
Pr'lc llrhan VIII prrt 1,,-
gcthar', a comnliftee oI
cardjnals Ior the purpose
,,t mapplnH (,ut ir Sltafeg]'
I()l sl)ror(lintl lntl cottstr-
liclating the fai1.h. 'I'he
committee was cailed
''Congregatio de prooa-
ganda Fidc" (which lrin
si:r1.cs srrnpl), "'l he C0nr-
mittee of Propaganda,,)

. and it inaugut ated
the inexorable efforts at
capturing more souls for
Christ. The exer.cise has
lreen accordtngly l(ienti-

ll llots \\ 1l ll, r't \al'i rrll
that the distnPtnbert'J
CHURCII fouild its most
u'orlhy progen.y- in thc
Catholic (llrrrri h. Thr:r r:

cottld be no denYing 1hc
extraordinaty lervour
with which the church ilr
question has Puryued the
missionaty tasli of onsllr-
ing that lhe chrlstlan
message does not Pass
away In the process, it
has crliralrasslti mlttl, it
secular auth0rity by t.ti{}
LhonrLtghness with which
It lcguirtcs llrc liv(rs of
its members. atrd t:tin-
trolled, through thcnr,
many facets rrf llttlrlic
a{Iairs.

So it was lhal wlttrn
John l(etint:clv. a cal.ltolir:,
rv:rs catlpaigntng for t.ht:

lrrr.siilr:nr:y i)l I ilc (J :l .rt ,

a 1{tl|v1siOI L,ti.{'fvl(,',yrr1
\\'il-c (loltslf:,nc(l l() 1sk
itirn tn eilrl.taIt as:iltll
question. Shot.tld he littd
the lnterests of llis
church at conflict I'ith
those of thc strte, u'tlfre
would lt<r vr)l(' 1' I({'1ltl1r(ly
promised t0 Place 1.he

state first, and he is on
record as the !'IRST ca-
tholic Dresident of the
lrnited'states in 1961 ! !

I)r"l'ai Srilarin is rn-
ther fond of quotlng a
cathoiic revcrend whottt
he said once braggcd to
him, "give me a child
of threc artd I will tnake
him a catholic all his
life".

The job of brcwing
life.time cathclics is as
old as the church itself,
Since Martin Luther led
thc way in priestly deser-
tion, the history of the
catholic church has been
a chronicle of declining
fortunes. The vatican
admits that about 5,500
nuns out of a world total
pf 1,175,000 abandoned
boat in 1970 alone. ln
!.hc same yoar' 10'000
priests requested to
leave( and a good num-
hnr :,imply walkcd awaY),
The Dutch Pastoral Coun-
cil added to ths confu-

fied as "propaganda".
Having suffercd irre-

versible reverses in
Ilrrrope and other parls
oI the Weste rn world,
the only remalkable
thing about the "propa-
gancla exercisc" today is
that it is still continuing.

busy d.gging awav at the
wealth_

As an instrument ofcolonialism, christianitv
led a moyement for thlutter destruction of alltraditional religions bo_cause they (traditionat
religions) tanded tostress the mundane atthe expense of the here-.after. ltlow the christian
message is in trouble, itwill (accordinq to SEC-AM) permit -itsetf 

thc
contradiction of cntcrino
"into meaningful dial
logue with African tradi_
tional religion, for chris-
tianity builds on the

. ll{ Elrope, chur(h attendance is at a perilously
low ebb. To- attract wor_shippers, pop sonqs are DlavedrT. prace or organ -music. The pope haa to itsu.e iotrecIrvc carty thrs year that, since churches areror praytng, not b-rayrngr pop music should no lonoer

be played at mass.:----.

Dr Tai Sotarin is rather fond of quoting
tic reverend whom he said once bragged
"oive me a child of three and I will makc
' catholic all his life."

a catho.
to him,

him a

sion by oPenlY calling
for a policy of oPtional
cel ibacy,

ln Europe, church at-
tendance is at a Perilous-
ly low ebb. To attract
worshippers PoP songs
are plhyed in Place of
orqan musiG. The PoPe
ha-d to issue a directivc
sarly this yoar that,
since churches are, for
praying, not for braYing,
pop music shguld no
longer be played'at mas.

A dcspcrate discasc,
they say, deserves a des-

Itccently, :in :rssociation
of bishops 0I Afttca arld
Madagascar (SliCAM),
with the indefatigable
Rov. Brian Usanga as the
sco|ctary of its resolution
committee, got logethel'
in Rome. Ihe intention,
according to their resolu-
tidn, was "to Pool our
pastoral expe,'ience so as
to bettcr combine our
cflorts for the evangeli-
zation of the peoples of
Afrira and MadagasPar
today, in faith and chari-
" At this stage, it will

be salutary to recall that

PUBLIC NOTlCE
FEDERAL MII{ISTRY OF PETROLEUM

AND ENERGY
,PRIVATE MAIL BAG NO. 12701 ,

THE public is hereby informed that the
new Ministry of Petroleum and Energy is
s'tuated on the Second Floor of thb Six
Storey Building, Broad Street, Lagos. Its
Private Mail Bag Number is 12701 and it
can be reached on Telephone Nos. 50230-
50235 (6 lines).

Permanent Secn:tary
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