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rHx UJiION

fhe thene of ti:.is confersnce, ajlpears on the
surface, to be elear and straightforward. For,
wirat can appear to be more straight forward, clear,
arrd reasonable, in ilre context of what we are told i:
hapi:ening in the vrorld tod,a,y, then for the nationar-
politicat scie*ce associaltion of an irnport,*t Third.
worIc1 count:'y like I'iige'ia, to delibe=a.te on t.rre
issue oi., rrrhe colrapse of 'Lile so.,riet uirion: inprica-
tions for Thir'* fiorlc so.,rei.eignty and cevelopmeatrr?
y{itii this as oui' tire,e, orr. tasir at this eonference
Seems cut a:rd. d.:'iei. Q.ler tire years, r4e ]rave been
mace to acee;,"L ee::tai-n premises regarding t],.e nature
of tire lvorld order. These prernises have coroe to
''i.irirear as so obviously true that they have ccrne to be
n:a;-''je just part of our corniron-sense conception of
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global reality. Our discourse on this j.ssue cari
thcrefore begin wjth these premi-ses, as its point
of oc;-artu::e, a.r:d enrl rrithin the linitS defined by
ri'''r'.,r witlou'b oar eve.n been awar.e tirat t.rrese are
j*st l:eiiiises lotiicl:, rike all premises, shoul* be
o''ren to quesi;ion as to their rneaning and var-iclity.

PR}11]SES,€,_%

The substa.nce of these premises regarding the
natur.e of the ltorLo orcler ca.: be summarlsed as
follows: firstly, that siace about 1945, tiie trr:ort i
has been basically divided in.bo trryo major blocs,
eaeh br-oc uncie, cne of two sriperpolve=s, both of ,,vhieli
have doriiinated the i,vorld in the last four decades
and a-Iealf. Seconclly, that these trvo blocs; a bloe
of capitalist eountries 1ed. by the United States
of Ar:rericar ccnstituting ,tire first worlcrr; a b10c
of sccj-a-l-j_s.1; countries led. by the Soviet Uni.on,
constj-tr,rtrng rft.he second ylorldr,, harte been engaged
in a cold vrarr and regional confli,cts, parts of which
involvecl a contest over wrr.o i.nfluences a*d contrors
tire rest of us, rvho belong to nei.ther of th.e two
blocs ancl whose countries therefore constitute ,thc
third world.r,. ?hirdly, that this cold war,
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i:tcli;r',ing ttiis contest between the two bloc.s for
influence anc. con-:ro} of tt.e ,Ihi:.d ylor.ld. has

constituted- the decisive climension of the process
of internatiorial r"elations since the end of the
Second lrVorlcl War.

Yiith 'bhese premises und.erlying our conception
of tlie nat'-r.re of t.i:.e world orcler since 1945, the
dramatic d"evetpp6ents in Eastern Europe anr. *;iie

Soviet Union in the last tlo years would airpear as

earth-shaking, si-nce one of the f,1.;6 biocs and tire
super powej' heading ', haveceL:sed to exist. ,,I/e are
left l^rith one of t.he two bl,ocs intact a_rd its super
povrei. appeerrin3 tc be d"ominant al-l over ilre vror.rd.
i"ie are t-rercfore facecL wi-th the issue of vshat to do

.. ';.: ourrselr:e sr i.tl ,rrhat has been called ,f the
t-r j-rci worldtt, r.lhen among otirer. cnangesrtrthe second

wor:iCtt seems to have d.isappeared! All ilris appeaxs

to mslce, our task at ilris conf erence clear ano. stra:ight-
f orward..

POSITIONS

Already, irve have, wiclely propagated in ttris
eountry, a nu;nber of positions regarding the

implications of the recent dramatic developments in
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Easter"n Europe a.nc1 the soviet uniorr whici: are ar 1

derived from these premises a-id fi,.6nr thej_r d,efirri_
t:.ons of 'bl:.e na-bur.e of t.ire v;orlc order. Tirese

positions have 'tencied to paralyse serious political
discour.se on our:. futui.e options and alternatives in
iirt erna.-ri cnal- rel-ati ofis r

C-re of tl:c most widel;' propagated of these
'rrli,:-ons is the one that has it thatrit is not only
oi-e of t-iie tvro super powers ilrat has collapsed,
But that the collapse of the soviet union, also
meal.s tlie collapse of the ideologyr aJld of the social
and economic systen of social-isn and connmunism, which.

the soviet union is supposed to have pioneerea a*nd

embodied. Therefore in the ideological contest

between sociaJ-ism and capitalisr:, it is capitaiisn i

pioneered and embodiecl by rl,/esteri: Europe a,tci the

united states of Aneriearln;hich i:as emerged victoriour:,
conclusj-ve11,. piovirrg that it is supe:.ior to
social ism. Therefore, we shou}l recognlse this
realitJr :"r:.,* corrre to ter.ns with 1t anC aceept the

triunph of carpi-talism a.nc tne o.oninance of its free
mai:liet'rr.nd of its mar.ket force$ over cur dail$ Iives
anq the destinies of our couu.tries.
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But a.nother wicely pfopagated positiOnr starts
frora the sarne premises but clraws d.ifferent
implications. Aeeorcling to this .rosition tjre
collapse of the Soviet Union is mirch more tha,r:

a coneJusive proof of the bankruptcy of socie.Lism

ano connunisrn, but actually c.emonstrates that al-l
godless anC secular id.eoiogies are bound to fail
and a-l-so to be exposed as bankrupt, And that we

slrc,ald realise 'bhis from wirat has happened to the

Sovi-et l]nion anc turn to our religions fo;' tlie Coruegt
patJ: fo:' developing our economy ascl our gocial and

poli'cical systerirs, Among those who espor-rse this
position are those who say that with the collapse

of the Soviet Unionr ffid tirer.eforerthey insis! of
socialisn and communisrn, the central ideological
conflict j.n the world. todajr is between resLrrgeilt

Islam 1ed by the leaclers of tire Isl-amic lte,r:ub1ic c:

Ira& on tire one ha,td-, a.nci tlieste::n JuCeo-Ctristla::"

civilisation, on the o'iher. fhey cib tiie

attitudes and- 3911r.* of tiie 'rTest in the lilidcLle East,

North Africa ana towards Isiar,lic funda.crentalisn

generailJl as eviCence of -bh.is global contesii which

has more clearly come into i:rominer:.ce with what

.L;s happened, ir.rith tne Soviet Union.
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Otiiers wl:o basica[y sitare this second ,oost.i,icl,

\,tillrholvever,insist that the !.rEL;r out is to follol'r,r. c

path aceording to tne Gospel of' Jesus Christ tJ:d i"::
message of love; for that is i,.,,aat the goclless anrl

secular idec.lo;ies like socialisn lack a.::r-l th;rt is
vihy ti:ey have faileq as tire ,fevelciinents in the

Soviet Union are su.pposed to show.

But a third position yrhich is also quite

'"''lr:'rreac' is that wi-th th+ ecr-raos' cfthe soviet union (r,.,,hick

: --cir"Iing to this view only tqJ ted socialism and

cocuri-rnisin in its gafle of fra-tpplili3_) the rivalries
between the fcrner great pop/ers of the vrorld, in
i'iestei"n Europe, North Aserica and Japan, whieh cane

to al:r. end vsj-th th.e enci of ti:-e Second '#orltl Wa:i sha1l

revi-ve, Theref or ef,'hird i{orlcl coultries, Ii}re oull

ov,lnrshould- wo:'k out thei-r survival strategies in
the context cf this return to a rlew form of late
nineteenth century power poli'Lies, al-rea,J.1r nanif este '*

1r the risi-ng protectionisri, emerrinctrading bl-ocs

ancincipient trade wars .across the P.rcj-fie.and across the

Atlani:ie.
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LcI{5tIEI9 Jj:t9JIr:{

Tiris coii:ierence can quite easily busy itself ,

for 'ch; ne:rt fou:' or five d-a;"s, dellberating r-rpon

t-,,,1,::, a;ici o';l:er s-i_r.:ilafly-deriveC. positrOng

r-;;-i"ciin5 '..lie ir.rplications, oi' the dra.nratj-c

cirv3ler-ents i:: tiie Sovj-et Union a,td Eastern

Europe for ?hird World couatries like olrr owtl.

But would this be a satisfactor;,r exercise for th.e

conferenee of a national scient ifie assocaation of

an importa-nt T.hird Yiorl d country like NiEeria?

T{ould suc}l ar. exclialgq cf what sj.ia}l be largely
platitudesl c]-icheE and sioga.nsr so matter ho-w

pompousr or noisy, aruount to carrying out t.he

resl:onsibir ities of political science by its lead-ing

professional or"ganisation in this courrtry? Surely

the pz'imarjr responsibili-ty oi a politica-i scj-ence

essociatroii is tire pr.c.'notion of S_@
',,.- _i19. And scientific political inquirir is not

,,r seroe t.!:.ing as til.e repetition and regurgitation
o:1 prenises, definitions, concepts and formulae

arrived at elsewirere, no matter holv authoritative
t'iis elsewher"e mqy be. Scientific inquiry begins

vrith euestions aL:d ends up with propositions, whose

basis carr be also questioned, in the perpetual atte;
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to gr:asp the eornplex dimensions a,rd moti-ons of

objective reali,ty. That is why it is inquiry a-r:.q

not liturg;..

ff , tirerefoi.e, the I{igeri-an politic::'t Se; c,,c,..

ASsociation is to i.rrorrrote sclentij'ic politieal
inquiry t"hrci;,.";h tl"i; conference, ti:,en the cotf'erence

shoulcl start i'i;s d,e11be::ations ]:;i gcing be;rron-i tire
routi-ne of defining tire therce ald. the key concepts;

constitu.ting it. rt is not enough here to raerely

start by defining the Soviet iJnion, the Ihirc Worl-d

;-i:,i tlie mearring Of Iteollapsetr, Isovereigntyr afrd

'tdeveloprnent.r' rt is not enough. to pile facts upojl

facts a"bout the Soviet Union anc. recent d.evelopment

t-Lrere; or about the cou.atries of the Third 'l{o:.ld
and rryhat is happening tc ilren nol,rrr That exereise
is realiy seconda:'y, everr 1f necessar.lr.

What this confei.ence lirrs ta sta:.t wj_t.[i is .t;ir.;

clariflcation of tire basis of tiie cisccurse it i;
part of r throug;h the exe.rnlnation of, the pz.emi[ie!],

or in oti"ler. ir.;ords the funclalriental assurontions,
underlying the conception of ti-re y;orld o:.der

prevalen'b in t.his country, which not only inform
tiie cltoice of the t.heme of tiie conference, but

also constltute its intellectual backgrou-nd a^rd

eontext. This conference has to start off from the
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very issue of lvhether the:.e act*all;r exists a ,..;,1::r 
-i

order/s t Lrr internationa^1 syste{s, a pilobal

arrangenent/s, througi:" which wirat .alpeas -ic -Ifrr
Soviet Union ean have implications f lr. il:re sc.,,ej1{:_-,.. .
and develonment of Thir"d 'ffo::ld cou*ntries r-ike our o.,.ii.ri

If nc such vror.l-a ord.er or o:.ci_6ps1 irr.ter.ns.ticnai
system o:. sys-i;ercs, global set of a*angeinent or
aryajigeiirentsre:irsts or existed, a;rci therefore vdrat
happ.cns .bo the Soviet Union .h.as nothing, or very
iittle to dn, with soverei.+n-by *nd d"evelopment in t,re
?i:ird vYo::ld, then tirere woulri be rio ba-sis for this
confe::erice or.g:.:.tised arou-rti its pr:esent thene. If
on the otlier iialdrthis e>ier.j-se of basic clarificatj_on
shows tha"t tiiere does exist a world o:,c1qy, afi
internatio*a1 s;,'stem or a gf obal arra*ge*e;r.t th:.or-:.5rr

vdriclr l'rl:"at napiiells to the sor;i et IJnion iras

fuaplication for Third ?forlcj. ccunt::ies l-ike oui. oi.,,,_,

'l;hen the nev't task is to seeli to comp:.erenii- ti:e
nature and movenent of tltis order, system cr
&rro,lg€;;ient, ani b.ire pla-ce of tiie Sovle t union in it,
befci'e a,cl af te:: "t'.l.r.e recCnt ,.Lra;ta.bic deveiopnentS"

After ti:.is rr,,e caJl see.k to establ_ish wirat exactiy
t,iesc i'ccc*'L dra*ratj-c cevelopme.nts amouateo to, with
regard,s to tJ:e pcsition of il.r.e soiriet union in the

',';cr"-lri or:cer, a"iic, particulariy in r.elation to the positlon
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c: 'I-;:-i-C ;1c::-L:.- couJitries in ti:at crrJer, and the
plris."lccts with re8ards to tiieir soverei€trrty and

d.:velopment.

This contribLrtion is not going to be e[t

exhaustive treatment of thesc and other r.el_ated

issues. rt i-s merely iatenaed" to ra-igc ilrei:r her.e

far discussion and for devei_cping then later a_s

part of the Continuing atterupt to chaf-lenile al:.j.

transform 'uhe basis of intellectual d.iseou:'se in
this cor,urtry in orcler to b::ir:g 1ts premi-ses ano.

frane',,uork tnuch more in linc 1..,;it.li our actual
histcrical experiej:rce einil inc"epenr_t,ent grasp of
eOntCi:iSO.rliii-- : eal i t;'.

iIiCIIII OlliER?

The first issue to raise is obviously the
issue of rryhether ilrere exists a world or"de:: within
tl:e strr_icture of ,r,rhich what hai:pens to ilre Soviet
Union has implicatisns for ilre sovereignty and
development of Ttr.j-rd y{orld countries. This ca,r bes-,
be taclrled by examining tl:.e neeninii of rr'rCerfr 

B.s

it is used in ti:.is coritext. For, once i,; 1s
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recognised -Lhat rr'sorlcl o::iierrr as usecl he:.e does

not mean an ?rorderil in t.he sense in whicii it is
iise il ri '5.tie term rtlaw and or"Cerrr; meaning a regulated.

arra-ngenen'b and, regulated activity in accorda.nce

witir 'liie prescriptions of B-tt estabLished code, then

we can l-regin to get somewhe:.e. But not verji far.
For, it 1s also strongiy argaed that what we htve _ir^:

the worl-d toCaJ. eannot be cor.rectly oese:.ibed a.s a
trwoi'lc orclei"l but is in fac,t -rnurch closer to ,wci'_..

digorderrt. It is saici. that given tl-re nwbe:r cf .r..:---

raging in variouis parts of tiris Fl,a.netr i;i,.e gcnocr_.. -
deprirrations inflicted on large sestior:.s of bire

hujne.n race, anl-l- niost fia.gr:.n..bt3n tne brazen d-isregarcl

for craci al p.r:cvrsions of existi.ng international
lavu' by tl:.c ilni-bec, States of Ameriga the lvorlui.

s:-'l;iiiition cei: L.r nore acc.r;r,atr:11. ciia-r.acterised. as

one of Crsorder, t"ll6p 61' orCer.

It is pointed- out that, witen, lvitir.in the last
decade ilone, the Uni.bed States of America lras

invailed a-ac1 oecupied Grenad.a, o.ne of the smarlest
eountries in tire ,rvorld; attaeked i'{j-caragua diructly
and by proxye anci rejected a iTorlC Ccurt ruling or:

the case; invaded and occupie.J panama ar:r;. siezed.
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an..l earrled a'rray its head cf state for cr.1nina1
4",'. ,

trial in its Cou::ts; boml:arded Libya; a*,id- violently
c'nforccc cicubie-stanrlards in tire Liicd"le East, it
is rleccr:'bi",re to si,eak of a yrorld order. For, how

ea-'r i;l:-e::c be a"try ordcr when s*ch a nllitaril;.
pcwerful country behaves openly as 3..r, outlav;,

viOiatint every article of itr.her:nationa] larni

providirrg, for the sovereignty of nation-stabes,
ti:"eir rights to self-deterriii-itation, aLnd frecr-lo;e

from forei5in interference; ai:.d. for the peir.ccrLt,L.

resolution of disputes betvreen states?

In this sense, tliere is certaini3" notriing iii:,
a woric order. But world oi.d-er is used i:iei.e nc-;

in t.iris sense, rt is use..:- herc to mean a structui"e
of rclationship a-rd. ;1 pattern of i6leraction v*rich

link u;: all cf us intra.bitiric i;i,is pla;ret at ail
levels of ou.I" exj-sf,ence, f'roiii the geological,
m.i crobiologicai, to the cconcrilic, politicai a-nc1

even musi-caI. rt is an ord.er because it has some

regularlties, structr.tres a:.tcl pattern whieh U_nk

rp all of huma-nity at a^l-most all lerrelsr even if
these regularities, structures anC pattern are nc"i,

obvious. ft is" this scnse tirat it Cari be argued

that tire Soviet Union a*nii- th.e count::ies of' .i;irc

Third l:iorld belong to a v.rorld orCer erld v.;rr:_i.L I , : .

\ro

o

!
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h(: i;"i:.c Soviet ilnion has implications for. the
illl-il;. 'v.iD:i1 ld.

But ;the crllcial j-ssue real.ly is not c,ver vvilether
or no'b ti:er:e c:,iiSts a rryorlcl oriier in tlic scitsc
eoncoi-ved above. Tl.ie cruciaJ assue is t.iie natur.r:
of tiiis worrd order anorfor tlie cleriberatiolr at
tiris ccnference, ti:e position of ,.;he soviet ui,.,r ,".
in it, par.tieularly witli regards to the sovc:,;i;-.;;-
and d.eveio,trnent of fhircL i.ior.lcl cou-tltries,

mrlil TT e e, n
--i-'ja=i-ria.Ly-r;La

Tl-re Sovict Unionr or tj:e Union ef $oviet Social-ist
Rep'ahlicsras it was foi.rnally ].urown, l,yas estabrished
on lOt.-r xccernber lgzz when ilre rrirst arr--union
Corrg:"ess oi. [jo',zj,ets forinal]:,. ratifred tiic necl-aration
anii Trcat:r of ilnion settinil it up as a c:nfed.€r.ar,ion
of repruillj-es, some of which were tirer:rselvcs fet-reratio.,s.
By 1925 titis confederation wa.s raai.e up of si:r
union :'e;:ublicsr fifteen autor:osroi;"s socialist
republics a_ad sixtecn autonolous i.cgl-oliso it
covered'anareaofovei.tworri11ionSquare}.i1c.

witli a population of abor-rt 130 :nilrignr n:ace Lrrl c .'

over one hundred nationatii;ies. It vJ&sr&Jiti u,l tc
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i'Ls .ri_lcDlt d,:niserl.c*lained the largest coun.bry bJi

t:,2.. ili ;i_; worfa covering one_Sixth of . the total
I ;ncr:*ir,, ;1r..-:._i cf tiris plarict and stretching across ten
'u I i,-t* S ZOnCS .

T.l:is -:1e!v nrlj-ty was csta.i-:-tishecl as a result
of "l;i:-e victo;';r of the Bolsheviks in the civil war
antL wars of i-nterventlon whielr. fortowed tire
october Eevorution of 1917. The peasarrts a",ct

workers Soviets 1ed by the Bolshevlks constitirtcc
tre "oolitical core of this confederation .r,,liicr

br"ought together aJ-r t.hc territories of tne former
Empi.re of -i;"tic Tsar of All the RLissi_as, except
Poland, r'inla*ci, Litiru.a.ria, Latvia and Estoni-a.

ihis confecieration facecl brt.ber hostilities
frcrii other ccurit:rics a^rou-*d i.b fr.om its founu.ation,
TLri,'s ac"bi-ve iiL-.st1Iit-. .:i:c. -L.li: natiire a_nd revolutionary
r..--;uct oi' -i;he tso1shevi.tcs, 1ed, tc a 1arge ,I,easure

cf centralisation of 1ts poli.bical system.

Ii!.rPEI?-IAi,I St.l

The l';orld orrler in vrhich thc soviet union came

to be estabf ished 1n lgzz was not just ar"I order mad.e

up of sovereign nation-states relating to one

another according to the size of their population,
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J-,..._-r ..: * i ,- _.r .,;, 01. CXrC.t: f eSottf CeS. CCI.r;al-nlJr ilf c
r ,- i',-, -- r: i - r-, -,. -r iJ-.5ii r.r r_,f Er_rr.cpe€ii1 natiothgtgf,gs, had been
-.., t.ri.jcr issr..r.e in the eon.LeFjt vrhich exploded into
.,. r :iirliuit.b cruption of Fir.st i/or.lA Wsr, ont of
:vi':icl: ,;i:c So,,,iet Union was buiJt. But the worldoi'dcr rvas 'not just an order cf Eovercign 

'ation-si;atesjust like 6at. 
"L4wv -,

This l-',or'Icl order i4ras structureo b,y rer-ations
shai:a.J a,tc1 determin*6 bJ t:re natqre of th.e
gcono&3r 5*id society of sorne of t'ese. natiofr_gf,'r;gs.
Tliese nation-stai;eaFarticularly 

Brj-tainr
Geraia-nJir Fi.ance, the ilnitec_ Statesr iapan, anda fe,-,,, othe's in i4iestern Eur.ope na::ie."r ftal;,,
Bclrgiur-ei' s'ilarn and portr-rgal dcni'ated this wor'd.
oi..:c,: in.Lo wirich tlie Sovict llnion ernergecl in 1g2Z--r-::'i-j'rei:' 

$ccicties riro -r'elationsli{p bctvveen
:. i-. -. ;:c1n3s icr. tiic i:36daction, ciistributj-on and
- ---l_sa.i;--ior of gooclg afld services was organised fortii.c -l.r].riosc of roa]cing profit by those who own
tn, I i,'Jri,, .bi:.c factories, the ba,tks anet other assets.
These ori/ncrs *"""f"u, 

in nu.".rber. Tirc r:iajority oftiie popuJ-ationg ownccl nothing for use in producing
goo,is a;r"l scr"vices except t'eir r.rental a.rr1 nanuaf
1ab9u3. T.l:c;r ftag to sell thcir ]-abour to tjre fei,.,i
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'' '.' .'..it, 'bhc 1a-^c, tlic factor.ies, tirc banks anii ot.tier
;.'r' cts, in oi'cicr 'Lo survi re. The motor of t'e slstern
is incrizidua.l greed. Jts d"riving forcc is the fierce
competitior: fcr lvealth and tire fear of hunger and
inpovcriehment.

Tl is social and e conornic systc BJ..noi;n as the
eapitalist systcnr hact develgpscl_ several eenturies
beforc 19ZZ; It game togeti,er urittr a revolution in
humanj-tyrs grasp of natqre and of natureil processes?
to lcai to a phcnornenal growth iri sci-ence and
toc-h.noiogy. It lec to a tremcndous expa,nsion in
lve a-l t;r a"rec1 in fianrs calracitf .i;o control, ilorriinate
a;lri expioit o,;hcr hu.man bein,3s atd nature,

ni'cfl i-r;s gsnesis tliis systel, rflag nourlshed by
''i,,-,, l-,_.gc-scaie plunder. anc.t ex1:Ioitation of the
_ -, ,-Lc anici i;hc rcsources of tire .ilmericans2 Africa,
i.- :- 1;j--:.1. It rvas not just a sccj_a]- and. economic
s;''sten lvithin cou,tries, but also a g10ba1 systern
emerglng from tho relationship established between the

contincnts of nuropcn alrica a*nd t.ire Americas
i,vhicir bordered the Atlantic Oceari.

Bfr the time tlie Sovic,; Union was formccl ilris
systera of i-aperralism has become entrenched. world_
wic1e, as a syster:n i:y wt:icti a ha,dful of cotintries in



a_

I 1? 4

-lri:s.;-:-li" ELr-:'cpe a-n'1 liarth ArncriCa sub jugatcd :.nd

cl.r1::itcci ct"tic:' countrics as colonj-es, semi-eolooies

ol -is ugcrroriiic ci-cpendcncics l-n ',,hc cas€ of the couilt-

::ics of tr'astern Eurc,oe. fhc compctition betlveen thase

countrres bcca:re verJr fierce. The Tsarist Russian

Ei;:-r"rj_re ;:layeu a role in this systsm and was even

a lca.ciing actor in the frrst half of the ninctec--;-

celrtury. But inueasingly al.th.oagh lt eonqurereC"

a-na annexed, ncighbouring countries, its systcm was

outdatcd ano baekrrrard. anci it could not realiy cope.

Its defeat by Japan in 1905 brought this out clearly.

,,tien thc Cc'bobcr llcvo].ution of 1917 brougirt this

ei;i1:irc to aa"I cnd ani by 1922 enabled the Bolsheviks

to r::',-.};-ce it witti a Union of Soviet Socialist

iilt-'-::il;l-icsr covcring most of its ter::itcry, this

iis.ic:'ica.,-l- cvent Cli not br"irr6; to a-ri end the world

o::t1ur dor,rinated by inpcrial-ism. Altliough the

rifcstern inperialist powers \ivere bitterly hostilc

to the Sovict Statc anci its revolutionary projec-t

of ovcrth::ovring t.trem ancl builaing socialistlt, tlie ve.si,

Euragiari plains ever v'lhich the Tsars' .rai rulc'l,

aricl across which the Bolshcviks established t.iic-r:

nev; polity inas historically marg'is2] to the

dcvciopnent of capii;a1isn axd of the impcriafist
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'"'ci'r"' i-''''r a:'r r,\',i'rosc ccnti.u oi gire.vi-t.i tras r.cciained.
i !ir'r i,t .t :=,;:,_-:-l;i-C R3giOrlr a-'rr lat*r. Ol1 Spfead.ing tO
-Lle fni.:ian 0cean iLegion ernd. .Liie Asian pacific.
-^,.-.j ^! nr irc..r _! rr u rr-Li3sia ylaS a.n. importiur.b actcr in the
i'rnci'iaiist o.d'crrlut its clenise did" not bring that
orCci' tc aii eriC e.uc1 crcatco a .riclv orcler.

ft is not insignifica.tt ti:,;:t aftcr t.ne civil
!'va-r and' tire vrars of intervention against thc you.i:g
sovie'u sta-'ber tire lmperiallst powers eafic to terrns
vrith its exis.bcnce a,nd extenslvc trad"c developed
particularlJr r,vith Gerr:lan$ ailc ilre Lrnited states.
:lut \rilr.en. llci,, states uncrgecl in East Asia from the
194Cs yuhj-cii cleclarccl a comirj.tncn.t to defcat
inpc:"iaiisrn and builo: socialisn, t.l:ere has been
-;r'';-r o'.r1,;".'',va'"-i":['ere in j]ast Asia whic]r has not ccasecl
r:rlncc -r,'l.rc Japa-ncse invasion of 19j 1, This was
bccausc tiie r.rvclr;Lion i_t: g3ii3., ;r-Lici fprlp_China
t"lirc:"1;cncc oric of *ie eore areaE(the East Asia
r:ainlancl and a:'c.hipelagolfrom where the Impcrialist
wcrlcj. oi-cicr has dravun its sustenance.

fn fec.Lr ,rc Octobur Revolr.l*ion a.,ld t.e threat
it posed to tir.e ruling classes of, t.lrc imperiaiist
Countries revitalised inperia-l_ism. f t facilitatea
its coming to terms with scction of the 1eadershin

l

I

l
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rf '1-.:ic jli;-.bl_onaJ_ iiberation lroveoen.bs in A1r.ica,
fis;.. s ;;-Lr1' tjic Ai:,rcricasr ir:. slicjr a ,{tW tjr.:.t old_
st;,'1c colotri-aiisn has been si-.,-ccessfuily replacecr wi-th
va'ri-ous forms of neo-col0nial an.d ciepenienc;r

,eiati-ons-rrips. rt also f avoured donre stic ref o*rs,
v'd:"icir pa:"ticurla.r1y aftcr t-lr.c seco-rd in/orlc1 yiar c.iii,,bli:c
impcr"iali-sm to aceept 1ocal sociarist rncvoiiiea-; , ::_...:.,:

the livinpl sta.t-lrlarcls of i,;s wor.king classr oxp:uid.
procluci;iorr tfrci .3yejcct a po,werful consumerism whiclr
has eome to fiazzle slEnificant sections of thc
poi:uila'bion of Eastern Europe ancL tlie Soviet Union,

CCL],.- I1 tIOi,i

.]:.is :.:iJity of .bire plaee of the Soviet Unlon in
i'i,c 'corii;. o,ocn from its f ournaation to its deraiseris
i:el-"v:1y o'bscurrccl by t.tre spectacular ind.ustrial and
rnili'0ar]'' acrri-evci:rcrits it riiade l.;hich enabled it to
rnakc aclva,iriccl 'weepons of v,,ar a*d play a leaoing rcle
1n s-ilacc cxr:loration, Out of 'bhis, anrL .bhc crcation
of a syster^r of niilitary alliansc ani 6g"u"
by botir thc Soviet Unj-on a_r:c1 the ,J4itcr1 States
tras promo'i,ccj ilrc notion of ilrese tvro being;
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ii:-ir',.1.,1' rio1,;.;i's.rii [iris notion- Su.itcd" the rnilitar;. -
in'-u-i': ir'r i'rr- JO'riiir.)x wi ,iiiil: ti.,l Ar-:e::ica* esta.blishment.
it ;'"-Lso siiitecr ccrj;3i6 ru1in3 Circles in ilre sovict
llnicr:' ,.lt as is verir obvlous from vrrhat iras been
.'Lap;gcning'l in tiie vrorld thc gq:.tral g10ba1 contcst
has nct bccn bctwecn *r.c two ,sLlpcrdlotversrf but
1-.^r--L',u'r\/cJ]i tnc national Jibcration flovcmcnts in Asiar
Africa and latin America e.nd thc impcriaJ_ist yror.1cr,

ord-e' built over t*e last five ccntr.*iegr ,-rd strii
donina.rt.

This is not to say that .the tlir.eat which t.t^re

nuelear v,jeailonry of th* USSR a,rd thc USA posed to
tl:re c>ristoncc of tjie ilu-rneu: raec c1id not make the
lssirc of i;ilc rr:l_ationshli: bctlveen ilrese two erueial
'"'.. 

:...1 i,:i a r,':r.r7-i 17-, I .Dr,+ i !-. !j:L-r nv.1 vrv,,rr Dut, It iS tO afgtf,C that
ir,". -":;.-Lt, and norta] as tiris issue i_Sr what has
rro:.rr;;-i;li-icd -b.l.rc clecislve cinrension of the worl,C orcler
i -l -l:: , , a*r,. ^ ^ru .,__i_ riu{.ligg'i e fo:. sclf_cieterinlnation b;r thc major.it:,.
cf ti'i; 'hr-ulia-ri raec rs-rro are in Asia, Africa ancl il:c
Airicricas, artii v'mose struggic has made them constitute
the most iiortal ilrreat tc irnpcrialism.

gft
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rrFt:cfc:s;sor. Iucll-cy obrriously exlec.[s
Li..s :c i;ar.,:"1.'t cl e1i.i;i:is, ;f iii;-f:l"Jtwi-tlt t:rose of' tir+ Ccr.rtLrili =t*. , . whatirappe:is l:ctwecl tjie Ees,u-*rA tire !.{est is
Iii ,3-ny cils* if -thi 

So.",j-c{s- arA flhi yrr
i,.rrLr hc vr:nis.l: tida;rf 

. it uriij 
"Jrf*"f,ur.So,i,ry a.rL iotii t.irc caucliic;"i- sr..rq.r,-.rnof iL;ige::ia or ilre natur.."-or"ili""o"onoff.y.

il::.r,_ 
-lri}l rcm::in suUstaritir_rfy ooninatecl

',i i-r-'u r.nq : O-$fnCfiC;"11g. 
'r

iTirat i:"a's been tal.ring plaec r:ecently has onl;. gonc to
eonfii:rii this railrer .hrSryorbolic rcjoindcr.

+
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Over twenty years agor i pointed out how the role
of the soviet fnion in the world order, has been given
irnportance f ar beyond wha t it was in rea1it1u, as a

r-cislrlt of colcj-war f ixation, which reduced alrrrost every_
r'ri.q in wo::1d affairs to the relations between the
:.- -ca1led superpowers ancl the two bloes they heasiq6,
T' ,is.r 'y,,as in an exehange with one of the f,ounciers of
c.-;,s asscciation, the late Ailly Dudley, in 1rg7L. J
,;-rr tr..i oUt Lhat:

'?professor Dudley obviously expects me

to parallel criticisms af Lhe 6**a with those
of the Orr,munisLs t.. r what happens between

the East Lhe the idest is not. det.errnining my

view point here, In any case, If the Soviets
and China were to vanish today, it rvill not
change by an iota the edr:eational system of
llige-,ria anc1 the nature of our eeonomy. They

wi]1 remain substantially dorninated by the
Anglo-Ameri-cans . ,,1

_ \/- mir'av i mr-.i,rlrJI If J-Uf, 1l-L_ri\i-: 

=rt a* mystification abouL the role of the
,tr i.: . t Ln 'i on in t he wor ld order has deepe r dimensions

-.:. than rnere eold*war f lxation, These had more to
i' :- ivithr the 50viet unlon's symbolic status as the
,'irst state in world history which openly and

cxplicitly deelared itself, at its foundation, &s

cornmitted to eliminating feudalism and capitalism and

all forms of exploitation of man by *6ni and set out to
build soeialism and communism and a new society for al_l_

of mankind free of exproitation and oopression.
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This promlse of the october Revolution of 1917 and of
the new g6ylsl st:ete shook thr w6r-Jd. Many movements of
Lhe oppressed and exploiLed a1I over the v;orld were
cecply rrioveQ by this and plaeed a lot of their hopc in
*ri '';-ic savj it as a shlninq eaample of vrhat they shoulci
r' ' i-ucgle for" The bitter hostility of the ruling
;l ..::,i-s of the irnperiallst countries to the new state
.:r,.,i{: international eommunist movement made this
;i-.,cci-on to the 5sy1.; example deeper. The intense
-" i the soviet Union aroused arnong the rreh, the povr.erful

anc the privelegedr alI over the world further
i:a::ggerateQ its stat,s. Almost every popular movement
seeking improvements and ehanges to the existing order
v.I;rs accused and witclrrhuntlng ,aJ'eommunists,' and isovir:t

foentse " This synrbolie slatus was eonsol idated by the
decisive and historic role that the Red Arrny p1a..:d in
cje feat ing Nazi Germany, partieularly the t -j_ctory at
5t;lingrad in 1942 when Nazisnr appeared invicibl,: crl-rc

'i'iiis ai;out to bring all 0f Europe from the urals to the
ntl:"ntic under its heers. This rl,as f cllowed by the

'- ('i-&cLi1a:r aehj.eveme,nLs the soviet union made in
r ' - lcping miltasry and spaee technol0gy rapidly enough
c r ^rnpe,te e f feetiveiy with the United States. Al1 the.se
' i'' t'cgether to favsst the mystification of its roLe in
;crid order, vrnose nature was not rea]1y changed by its

emc rgenCe.

t ven when, in the eagly 1960s Mao Tse: Tung and others
startec saying loudly that whet was being built in the
Soviet Union was not socialism; but that a privelegecl
bureaucretie easte o1 . had cm€-rqed and was Lak ina j:he
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prl Soviet Union back
Cici

not substantially
, : .i, ,.- The h is toric rea l ity wa s that in the

Soviet Union the mass democratic essenee of the
criginal sovietsrand of the revolutionary socialist
l.l:oject, has been substanti.rlly destroyed. And while
Ln": ilcrrLy elite preserved and increased their privelege5,
-l'r- .;:rinistrative comrnancj system of eeonomic management

-- -'",u, . inc:na ble of tak ing the economy to a leve1 at
i,,.,rul'l it coulcl even in its E6rasian space, could
l"''fi.'nlie the imperialist order at d fundamental leve..

some of the leading revorutionaries of the third
'rv,or1d in the 1960s, partieularly Mao Tse$uilgr
Cha Gevn{efa and Frantz Fanoni saw clearly this liinitation
of the soviet Union and made this very elear in their
stafenisng5, writings and actions. But the
mystificartion haci gone too far for even this to havc
any ef f eet pa rt icularly as lt.estern imperia 1is6 a r_so

found t.is mystifleation eonvenient for its domestic
.jrrci foreign political operations" That is why this
process'of mystlrication has established one 6f the
, - rtr.i -- ! *l,rIJaJ our present conception of globa1 reality.

1,1.I- 5,, D RI\IE,NT ?

The recent dramatic cievelopments have eal led
ii-,ro question this mystification but seem to be

lrociucing new oneg. rt is for exarnple asserted, even in
'i:he Lheme of this eonferenee thet the soviet Union
has ?rcol lapsedrrit is surely not enouEh f or anybody
enoaged in scientific political i_nquiry to

. .,:
. l' :d.uue{rL rnat a polity has collapsed simply beeause its

on to the capitalist road, thi.s
effect this: mystlfica.tion. . 

,:

rrf

/ rtr

political leaders have
OUt n ornr i n c. -l- -i -J-,.r: --

announced that it has erl lrrn rir i r- :-
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a Polity ne matter lf i,nua fo; is eonstituteC at
i.I.,. i- -=Lous leve1s,

_,,.rrr.,.fSnIp.

not just at the leve1 of Lhe apex

There seems no doubt about the fact that a process
'-r dismantlingr or. dismembering, the soviet union ls
.a,k iylg p lace. Th is ls not the same as a co1 ian cr.;+ - r-e-; for1E amountsto deliberate and purposeful activity unl_ik,.:rrcollapse.rr rt may or i.t may not succeed.

The leyel of integfation of the population of il,,._republies of the soviet Union does not seems to a1roi., :ci:a neat disnc6p111ing even under the eover of a commonv/eair-."At the ]eve] of the e'0nomy, highly cenLrarised planninqhas also given the eaonomy a high level of integration.
Take the ukraine, fcr exanpler whose posltlon..seems cruclalv,,hatever nevr arrangement effieg; gg. By the early 19g0s-j-t cbtained 6ey; of the rnaehines ancJ equipmena ,o. itsr ctcries from other republics. It got 50% cf its'.u-ldczers and €xeavale35 from thenr; g0% of its 1orriesind tnore than 607. of its wocd rpaper and eontainer boardlr-'r(r also 66% of its woollen cotton and linen.fabrics.2

This involved exehanging its cv;l.1 aErieultural andj-ndustrial products with
rake Byelorussia,. 

-;":':.:_r:"'.::.J;:":".r, 

leBOsit sold to other republics g4% of its tractors; gW"
of its j-nstrument-making 

and elertronic equipmenf ; 73%of its ball-bearings, 7l%. of its rnachint
m-h ,,_ +!,. rrdcnlne tools; 7A% c:l its,,r,,_,uooe f .l_bre and 54% of its plyrood,3

This level of integration at the economic level canbe seen to be much higher when the energyr Lran5p6.1and commUnir ation seetors are considered.

\,,

,(-
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Can this level of integration conlinue even at
leve1 without a much higher level of political
than is provlded for in the arrangement called the
Conrmonwealth of Independenf States ?

CL)N" CLUS f Cxr

reduced

inLeEration

Given what has been sketehed out above, the most
obvicus implications of the recent dramatic developments
in the 50viet Union for Third .{orld sovereignty and
u-\"'e lcpment has to do with the very premises with u,,trich\:'( cefine the world and our relations with others anci our
I l-ce in it. For us to ensure our self_determination andscvereignty' whieh are key foundations for any genuine
de:ve16o*ent' we have to work out a pereeption of the world
basecj on our independent grasp of our contemporary
$Ioba1 reality rooted in our historieal experience and
derived from scientiflc inquiry. As almost every
Itiigerian now bitterly reeognisesrwhal we face in the
1990s is more than a question of sovereignty and
development, but a question of survival. ?his survival
is not possible without 60vereignty and devel0pment, at all
Ievels including at the level 0f how we comprehend the
1,'ic)r1ci, our rel-ations with others and our plaee in it.

-
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