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t!-I(P!l ll,\SSl.i1'

more se rious even rried
Lrkpabi Asik a's away his

performl
of omce ad-

T}TE NIOERI.AN CIIRON,I(LE

"llI'l might not have dishnguished hinrself in

lhr pertormrnce Front, but he iyJver tired of tal"

king. of explai,ning' He eYet tried to explain

away his inability to perform. And that is what

gave rix to Asikt's Theorl of ?rogressive lrre'
levan,ce."

vanco to the teintegra-
tirlri Froces$'"

I'hrs I c(insider i. l)e
m) grL'atest achieve-
nrenr in pillllic Iifc "

As r foundal.iolt to
his theory of progres-
sive irrelevance, Asi-
ka had first of all in-

13

there it an ecumenicrl
moverrtent for thc
union of all the. churh-
6s. Why shouldn't
thrre be a movement
for the urrion of ;-ll
schools wltere there
are no doctrinal *liffc-
rences? Thc desire
for choice whi(h you
spoke of js a hang
0ver lrom the days ,'f
sectarian and goveln
nent schools. shen the
foYcrnmet){ lavished
ils rcioum$ iln run
ning one governmcnt
secondary school here
a1 Umuahir yrhilc ihe
missions s{.rugglcd a0
run the;r few show
pieces and tho rest Df
the school popularion
wcre left tc the enter
prise of private schmrl
proprietors.'Ihis desire
tor choice, will. we ar-
gue, disappear ia time.'

llducation -wAs ona
arot s,ltet.a, ASilirr-:
th,r,trlhls 

''otati 
ii:le(i ,r [:]

tjtc rlv h,. r rrr:crl ;,n
T'he; r: ,r aS :t ( rrltl,lcr(,
take ovei .rf iolrnal
education bv thc siatL:.

Asika also showe(l a
keen perceplion of thil
nature rlf suuh Di.l
blems and was '.,,r'.
ruthless in the irnple-
mentation of his poii,11 ...!fficials who did not
believe in it uexr
promptlv rcmoved.

The rssue of prcss
ireedom was an6ther
area where Asika
5h,)wed p)"cne: fiercet
tion ai lcasl I
thr: level ol thoIehtt

"In regard t; go-
vernlnent ownership of
the press, t have iaid
that even in the so^
called democratic Wes-
tern wor1d. it is ob-
vious that fLer:ciom of
the pr€ss is thr: lr':e
dom of thosc rviro aie
able to organise ,to
mobilise the resoi;rles
11clrassan i| be(orllt
ncwspapcr pttblisircnr'l'hc great rrraloritv ol
thc public eitheI c;rir..
not ow'n newsl)al)els 1rr
cannot have rheir opi-
nions prrtrlished irl
them, cr,--annot afford
to buy newspapem. No
one can deny that the
same consideratioirs
apply herc.'lherefore,
an unbri.dled applica-
tion of what we under-
stand as the freedom
of the prcss would
nlean handing ovr:r
the development of our
proc€ssr-,.! of oninjon
lilrnla'tion to a irmiie(l
qroup rlf persons v"ho
may have the means
and the leisure lbul
not necessarily. the
patriotic comnritment )

to publish ncwsf:,t)
ers ",

One cannot agree
more. trVe have tried
r\sika ano iound him
guilty of the wolst
types of human s'eaL
l)csses, but his lhou(ht-c
are nol guilt-! is
charged.

aurl ;rsl clrol!g", as lr1. l1;r'ircr' Ii:isi (lentr;il
dirj,lual citizens ra. State tc decide u.here
ihrir liiar as it group. i.and h1 $,hom) their
l o rlj rect and grienl childreir should be
tlierlr io national pur" educated, to decide
posi:,. irrstitutions and ,,heir chjldren's "t)'pe
lcaCr'.s rn such a way 0f educatron".
:1.:rl- ihorr naljonar A n.qsman p,:sed

l.n1 i5( ation ryru)d 1[s ouestion to j\sjka
il^r a''p.nrl ',ir th,C Ine- rnil ilc ri,plicrl By
dial,i.r),.uf ,l.lo 'laa,l"r .rrl,p .rf e,lucati,,n r.nir
" ,r,. I|^s .,[,;iou:lv do not ntcan

\ '\".. lh..rrE,rrt on 1r1i.t|1sr'a r l:ild .'houl.l
.'..r,.,\lrtiJ,rrtrj lhe lbo. hp(.,)me I dr,('tor or itn
s I 1r' .'r lrle\lo,l. r.ll{[]J, ',r I J.,Ul n1-
n.',or disausserl. Ilul list and so tin Noltodl'
ilrrs i)1)n-aiebatc wiis has tampered u'it-it
'( ilf,rrlv- no1 rn indi snch x |ighf eyccpr the
s11i11 qf poor quaiitl thildrt'n Lhelns(li!es
oi l.hought (l lot nort' who are correltl.v as-
tlii ial tlungs are daily sertin.q theil rights to
ileing discussecl eslx- choose i.heir own pro-
,,rll] wlreln n.ljgi.'n fn .iun:
has been indicated). .,What I think 

'ou 
are

Rrrl,c* it servpd as a rcferring ro is thc su
poinlcr to a seriolls callea ri!trt. oI crl.jz0lts
:ihort-corung . of-..the of rhis c;unrry to per-
intelligentsia in .Nige- mit religious"clenomi,
r.j r Tl'rtr. imlrtiencc n211ons io continue tn
with ideas. emphasise riivisive in-

l-he Theory of Pro- flueltcc: rn our ( 
^nl

"I HAVE said that even in the srcll€d do
nlocra1ico western rvorld, it is ohvious that free-
dom of the press is the freedom of those.who
are. ablo to orgiMise, to m/rbilise the resources
\e(essa{v to heccme nswspapcr lrublishrrs. The
qrr:at majorit3r of th6 publlc either cannot own
rlewspa!*rs or cannot have the,lr opinions pub-
lished in them, or c.-.;inot afford to buy ne,wspa-
pers""

qressive lrrelevimce munitics, the right !o
raised so rumy que;. send our children to
tions, the debate on Anglican, Catholic or
which should have Methodist schools.
provided good copy "What we say is
for neurcpapers. For simple. lf they won't
cxample, for people let us wonhip toge'
who are inicrested ln ther, at le,ast let us
cth,nie politics, it learn tho three R'i to-
would have been useful gether. As 3aou know,

'UNLIKE the othn. Asika had a remcdial

He was the onl;'the+reticial in the grodPl

The big drag alxrut lr*igeriam g*vernmerrts is

hey do not selthe need to inform as they

The funr(ion o[ explanatirm has never

s€en as il obligatioo".

THE prcss i ilte rv h;rd most r!!l itstuq, al

when a sau cy repor'te r decided lo carry
hu ln..rr t I litil {ar. The lad wonder-

why ndminis(rator's itomach had!lie
fatter than it n0rmally was, Ukpabi

hr.ief and rro rtl y figure. $;ttinS relaxed
ol t:ir ntgn . i't had .iust i !r'i! l. nr

an embnrrars-
thall bra us e of nxl

rot$.ained ti!tnl for phon0nrenon whichp1r)led harC on his Lgar€tt! have on(e descrihe,d as
be.

a11 tnSwqr into the mi,:rophonc.
'my prngreslive irrele-

sf 1-'e 3A,if:

rfrffi Km#fimfiffi ffiffiffiffiY

1.0 ask vrtrr:ther the im
plie:! dissolutron of tltt
lbos as an inlerest
qr!)utl \1*q fair, cspe
cial!y 'is; tto simtlar
efforts werc beirg aP
plied to ,rther ethnic
g rou Ps.

Itrould also hare
bcen important to
probe whether tuch a
move (or plan of ac-
tion) was realisahle., I

do ,.1ot think it was.
But A::ikrl ll,sLr Lro-

il.,'r'.,d r|:;)!0lf f.illr lrl
ali'aLie llttlrics I'ht:rl
rr;is rhjs iirinl_i aboirt
tirc irghl of Nigr:rian
ciLjzens living in the

U l(pnm f, t{Aa $
expl

.bility
to aln

of the iiast all .I'H EORY $r
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to
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have always
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SaYe
'l'heo ol Progressive

. It ,was
to

ry
made clea tirar

have never prele rded
aln 1.o the non-des ci4rt

d. I relevance.
m0st oi lhL: supposed be

Ievcll ed ril
1

tn re being
on '1.!'HAT xc say is sirnple. lf ther won't Iet

,r:r *orohip togtlther, al least let u9 learn the
ilirc I R's togethe r. As you k'.tow. l.hcre i5 an ecu
mcnical rncvcrnrrt for the union of tll churchcr
1.1 hv shouldn't there br a movement for the
' ci+n ef all sclrools rhrrc therc arr.no doctrinal
ri ifierencss. "
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positions
Asiira has

factor

:Liiirmllir.'n of un- p-)sition of 'the learicl
,r,rantifyablt sllccess, of lhr: Itros'. To mr:
;r riseful abstraction. mind, leadership ot

"Thore wil I be timt ethnic gl'oups, in thc
1.!tou!h ao reroKl lhe rnJIrnr.r ll rs lrrdilr,r-
:rorlo-r,,undanc achicv nllly unclctsrood tn
,'^rcnts of my govcrn- this c{}untry wa3

'urr. ln it'e 'rieas of '"Drcihin( t' br rncti
,".:.^: ,, riah,lir,.li(,r. 'ttlnrlslv ur-ojdo i ^<'r
'conslru.lt:tn [avljrn ''r]lv :lr ol'i n'r' \1r

,,r.rtot,,.gaiirsation rit'ta1'nrr
rnd performance, pro- "A,. lr:ndr:rslff.ri lhl
,jrcssivc l(grsialirlns l11'hl|il,.,lrt. l116 s,"l
+rrd so ,,n.' thq .ldmi not shcrp It bc lcd In
rr,stratrr oncc c:plain pastur{,. r'ho plcblcor
cd. "Eut s'hlt I ron was to ensttre thal.
;ider to trc my 'con- thev found their fet
.rct achievermlt' is once rnore as citizens
1.he lact that individual along with the rcsl ol
Higsrians of lho origin the pclpulation. The
rrc now abls to exer- nroblem was to dq-es.
.:ise and enjoy their 'calate rather than
-ighi-s ar eiiirens with- otherq'isc. lG l'eintc-
,ut refere,nm to me, in t{ratc these Nigerians
spito ot me. rather into }.he national style

thr:oleli-
ln

thel' pe
fLrnction

has

rform.

seen as an obliga-
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was the silver

IN the cloud. He
not have distin '
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tired
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explaininil.


