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Ilerika ftom.the inside -left position on the"cu-
rious excuse that he playq
with only one leg, he has
contidued to field subs-
titutes that are a poor
shadow of the master
himself in that position.

player never was brot 
".in for any of those com-

petitions.

And it is not as if he
had found an answer to
the No.9 position. 'Ihere
is no evidence that he has
tried hard enough either.
For someone with that
type of problem, one
would have expected him
to be all over the muntry
scouting for talents. and
not wait for the next
national games festival to
provide an answer.

It was through such
nation-wide scouting
that Chris Ohiri was dis-
covered for the Nigerian
team in the late 1950,s
and he tumed out to be
an exceptional out-side
right. Before that. Chris
was a poor teacher at
Orlu who had probably
never visited Lagos.

Team Manager, Alf
Rarhsey lost his job when
Fngland failed toqualily
tor the 1974 World Cuo
finals. Football hisroru is
replete with instancei of
managers and coaches
who were taken off the
field because their teams
lost where they should
have won,

This is why Coach
Tiko should not be al-
Iowed to continue hand-
ling the Eagles. His fai-
lures have become a brip-
pling , disadvantage.
Tllcse'who have been
enthusiastic about Mr.
Tiko must have lost in-
terest in the man by now.

On the omer hand,
some of us were never
impressed by his sryle.
As late as July last year,
Dr. Sam Akpabot. a for-
mer sports editor of the
Daily Times, recorded
his pessimism about the
coach. in a eulogy he
wrote for the late Dan
Anyiarn: "I have only
seen Coach Tilto fromr
afar, but anyond who
thought that bringing this
foreigner to coach the
Green Eagles was a bet-
ter bet than handing the
job to Dan was dav-drea-
ming. "

The statement might
count as the sentimedts
ofa nationalist, but itwas
also the rational disap- ,

proval qf a percepdve

UnpopuHar Essays

AS|PIOR,TS wrlter onct

obserYed about intema-

tional cmrpetitions invol-

ving the Nigerian ira-

tional team, that in every

encounter, the question
was not ivhether the
Green.Eagles would lose,

ttut by how many goals.

The prosp€ct for the
team in question, up till

Games victory!
Simttarly, on aecount

of the team's remarkable
performance in 1976
when they went close to
winning the African Na-
tion's (iup at Addi5Aba-
ba, Elhiopia, and subse-

neracy of the Green Ea-
gles. Given the good
quality of human mate-
rial available within and
outside the national foot-
ball camp, given a tole-
rable level of motivation,
the reason for the recent

whv Coach Tiko

the team very many
months a$o in a match
against Ivory Coast.

Nigerim Sports wri-
ters do not aplear to
have come to terms with
this crucial factor ofgoal-
scoring (or lack of it) in

the Green Eagles. Which
is why it has been Pos-
sible for them to hold the
Rangers/IICC contro'
versy responsible for our
removal from the World
Cup race.

'The truth is thatwe are
out of that race because
We failed to score.
Finish! What did the
Rangers/IICC . contro-
versy have to do with the
fact that John Nwadioha
shot wide FOUR timesin
front of the Tunisian goal
with only rhe
goal-keeper to beat? Or
was he a member of the
I.I.C.C. or Rangers
teams?

i

Similarly, we failed to
win against Ghana in the
recent African Nations
Cup competition be-
cause we had only one
scorer who was cons-
tantly being marked (He
scored our only goal of
the match). And. we
failed to go on and win
the cup for the same
reason. When Uganda
beat uS by two goals'to
nothing, it was because
they were the onlv side
scoringl

until he left the courr-
try for studies in the
United states last year,
Thompson Usiyan was
regarded as the biggest
goal merchant on the
national team. The gene-
ral public had.expected
that for crucial encoun-
ters like the World Cup
play-offs and the African
Cup competitions, the
maestro woul{ have
been flown'in ito help
pivot the Eagleb to vic-

It is probably a tribute
to the rugged &rrogance
of Coach Tiko that this

sports expert. As things
are, the verdicr of the
experts must fuse wiih
the obsevation.of us lay
writers. And. it is that,
Tiko must gol

theendofthelastdecade. qubnt wide - margin
rvas so grinr that nobobl, victorii's. the national

could put a singte kobo on t;ain 
.c'1;: ::"TJiT:

Nigeria winning any Imt- the bert team around. lt
ball match. was therefore taken for

granteC that they would

^ill :l: .,::r t:t: i;?l"ii::flllf,[3:(Jnveawuilirs. UwalaLar.
Aehcbe,. .l"a nrrr.yr. Arser il'rd

Bobo Mordis, and won-
der Bov. paul Hamil. Bul iust as the team

;;. ;;;; r;;]il;;; was ahour achieving that

*orfa o"rtr"n .;s;"; feat t:re Tunisians came

h;;; ;;; ;ii ,""Jr"r ro Lagcs and rirmlY Put

;;,;;;,;;;,,Ii; - 
il;; Nigeiia our of the wav

could. for in'.*tun.". u. And i" Lagos too I

counted upon to lose to
the Black Stars ofGhana The nation's sports
(their so callcd rivalsi wrlterr were unanimous

any day. be it in i-:cos or in their rvaluation of the

", 
i".'r, sordic i-agos affair. It

was the preceding Ran-
sers/T '(-.C cor)tro-o.ut,ll, gcreral con- iersyrl,atpall69o.oor,

sent, all lhar bclongs to of ihc Eigles anj ex-
the past. The Grcen Ea- posed rhem to dcreat:
gtes have come a long
way.from those lack-lus-
lre days, when their "slo- Those who argued this
ries.. '*crc ;;,;;i"d"; thesis appearett tA harc
tahin! p,t-t anri ,:or irr put tl'( 'r moncl on thi
uinnrnq. Urec': Fagle\ winning" rhe A f rican Narions Cup.

which competition has

^.t:l:,'ii l,"l 
,l: ii- justendcdinGhana. rhe

:i::iintTi:i fiill: ffiylr.i ;.:t il::
:'tg:::::':j:::l:^':: wing i,r the worrd cup
^r 

I r(.aIr J(rccerffaP as a series. tlre team was stiilwtnning sicie But .even the best in Africa.where thc continent
acknowleges our formi-
dable arlvel in soccer. I was nol so sure. You

or. ro.trr., ;;";;il- see, such a conclusion

tur,"O ,.rifnrri" 
- "-- could orrly be based on a

faulty eraluation of the
team. Green Eagles -After putting aside the why lhey were consi-

fortuitous challenges of dered the contirent,s
Guinea, Egypt, Ghana, best (until recently);
etc., rn 1973, to capture what infact, made the
the gold medal in soccer Eagles tick; the present
at the],973 All Africa coriponentsof thlteam;
Games in Lasos, the Ea- and the quality of coa-
gles started tloundering. ching
They lost to Ghana in a
subsequent encounter as I huld the coaching
the nation was still cele- element as the supremi
brating theil Africa explanation for thedege-

Must Go
failures of the national 'I'hc result is thatTiko
team is ,rnl] di.cove- lras found no anwer to
rable in the inability of stubbom defences, he
coaching to achieve re- has not heen able to field
sults through a proper a foruardliner who coulcl
deployment of per- be trusted to open up
sonnel. (through dribbling) the

If the tactics employed most hardened defences

'tTHE truth is that we are out ofthat rac€ because
we failed to score. Finish : What did the Rangem/IlCC
controversy have to do uith the fact that John
Nwadioha shot wide FOUR times in front of the Tuni-
sian goal with only the goal-ke€per to beat ? Or was he

a membcr of the IICC or Rmgers team ?',

by the national chief like Ilerika used to do.
coach, Mr Tiko, for the He has found nobody.to
Creen Eagles have been draw attention from the
inadequate. his selection Eagles rcorers. and leave
of players for the team's them free to score. No-
forwaidlinecouklbestbe body I

described as an irrita-
tion. Coach Tiko,s greatest

disservice to Nigerian so_
The Green Eagles won ccer is that he f,as conti_

theiJ reputation through nued to field a forward-
goal-scoring. As a high- line with only one scorer
scoring side, they colld (Udegbami) who also
be relied upon to defear happens to be one of rhe
any sloe..any day lrres- onJy two dribblers up_
pective of how fluent the front (the other is Ado_
other side had bcen. kiye). Every defence has

learnt to assign at least
And the simple explal two defenders to poor

nation for this is that the Odegbami to mark him
Eagles forwardline out of the game. And
(which Tiko stumbled on where Odegbami does
at Addis Ababa when the not score. the Eagles are
team's regular players re- defeated!
fused to play), was stud-
ded with scorers. Sco- All the people Tiko
rers and a master sche- has been fielding in the
mer who made scoring centre forward and
into a constant prospect, inside-left positions ido
But Coach Tiko's stub- not see it as part oftheir
bomess has since denied business to score goals.
the Eagles of these rare
treasures. At the inside-right posr-

' tion, Aloysius Ahragbu
hver srnce he permri- has been 

"n 
*repin-

nently removed the mas- tant holiday maker. He
ter-{ribbler tlaruna .scored his last goal for


