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By Uodini G. oarah

T1,hL\lhK,l(iid(rI Cuudllrcl< lolratlrrils
g- nlidtj\r,rrr LUn\ening rh. 20lc N.uor. rl

Conierence has er)tered the annals cf
Nigeiiair and ,a-fncan hisrory as the bravest
dr,Ll nrJsr audr.ious polidLal itrt.'n,'ntiuo
lor tht redemption and liberation of
\,g. ri.r. A. une oI t-he drlrddl e\ dl l}lc LoniL l-
encr, I share the popular disappoirrt[ient
I lrdt Lht' (Olr\ t'D! I LjlL; llol P1 Or ((U l, .rlrPrc
irientsotrre of dre critical poliry rccommen-
dauor,s beiirre dre conrlsions of ric 2015
genrif,l electiDirs dcralied the revoluuonary
trajectory that the confab heralcied lbr our
countfy

NoMitlistaDding Lhrs tenporary defer-
ment, all the minorities and praiederalism
advoc3ies il Nigeria are convilcecl that our
counu-v rill never be [re, sovereign, and
deveioped unJess and until tire confab rec-
onmeDdations are inplem(:nted.

Against the backglound oi this insuryent
oprimjsm, I wish to say that the forces that
are inpeding dre acrualisation ol tle pron-
ises oithe conlab will be eveutually drleateri
and overcorne. For lhf people ill tlie liiger
Delta rcgion on whicir Nigcna uepeods for
econonljc surteDarce rnd poiitical stability,
the roriab symbohses and nenodalises
the enancipatory dream embodied in
Cortrade jasper isaac Adal<a Boro s procla-
mation of rhe Nigcr Delta Republir oo
February 23,1966. That prcclanution scrves

as a preamble to ny higlrlights of funria-
nental recomncndations of the confab.
Ihis is what Boro said at that historic
monerlt:
'"1oday is a great day not onlv in your lives,
llut aiso xr the ilistory of thc Nrger Delta.
Perhaps it urill be ihe grearest riay lor a very
i^ng rim,. . llr : n ,: DC. J J ( \\ Jr- guing
io bdDg heaven aiowD, but because we are
going to demcilsilate ro the woild !rhatand
nort we ieel abour oppressioil. Belore roday
we were branciei rubbers, bandits, tenor-
ists, organgsrers, butaftertodaywe shall be
ireroes oiour ianc."

.1.. 2u,4.\duJfdi CJn.-'J(1,.'(' ln..butd!\ds
lr,. I di lo u(n(,.. rr, \.;cr;a\.nc( ljrL r9r4
imdrjix.J.rui. ; .i:.ll L: -tc- J;iL;al-
rtirrded; they represeilted geo-pglitical
,torr( , ldt9s. t,aLiOn.: ir, Ll- rul,.. .r.-ic-
siLrnai bodies, and dlverse interest giuups.
Tire Cirairman of tire confao was Justice lciris
l-egbo l(utigi, a ibrner Justice of the
Supreme Court of Nigeria. His deputy lvas
l']rofessor Bolaji Akinyerni and the Secretary
uas Dr (Mrs) ValerieAzinge. The conierence
:atfiorn March toAugust, 2ol4.Twenty conL
nittees were set up Io deal witir specific
themes and issues. The reports ol dre com-
mifiees were debated at plenary sessions to

arive at decisiorls tfuottgh consensus widt-
outvoting or divtding dieiouse- About 600
resolutions anci recornmendations were
made and classified into subject areas, with
acilon plans attached to each. The report of
the conterence was submitted in 20 vol-
urfes.

1o appreciate ionathan's conviction about
the conlab as an excellent oppornrnity to
redeem Nigeria, let ne recall a paragraph of
hls inairguratiul adtlress focusing on some
of ttre fundamrntal issues for deiiberation:
"-..the issues iange lroin fomr of govem-
nert, strucures of govemmenq devolution
of powers, rcvenue sharing, resoulce con-
uol, stare credtion, sate police and fisGi fed-
eralism, to indigeneship, gender equaliql
and children's rights. .."

This tone ol padodsm and objectivity
inspircd the deliberalions ofthe conference.
All through dre six mon*rs of stomry ses-

sions, robustexchanges and ideological and
iegional clashes, the then kesident never
artentpted to influence, tele"guide, or
manipuiate the delegates. Even when occa-
sions waranted conaa w,idl dte presiden-
r for clarification or sone lootly matters,
.he never enterained the requests. The gov-
euulent's slance of rreutiaiiqr' and respect
for the delegaLes' autooolly and integritl,
encouraged ever.yone to worl( hard to avert
prcnarure faiiure ia order to arnve at con-
sensus ou u'aditionally divisive and explo
si.,'e matlers.
it is irnpofiant to entera caveat here belbre

proceeding to some details- The Hausa'
fuldlri h(g(nronj( eliie in Nigena netct
wanted the conference convol<ed at all.

he never

DeleCates at thc coriference

tar tlie coiference poised to sabotage it as
they did h 2oo5 when Irresident ohrsegurl
Obasanlo calied the Nahonal Politicai
Reiomr Confererce. In the first fourweek ol
the Abuja Confab. there was a sudden out-
break oI violent clashes between nomadic
Fulani herdsmen and communi'ies in the
Middie Beit States, resulting in deaths and
destrucdon. Almost on a daily basis
"Norttrem" delegates orchestrated legisia-
tive ganbiis sucr, as "po;rll of orricr", "inlbr.
rlarion", ".i llhrter ol uigeDt natiorlai
ifiipoflance". Il]ere lvcre cali:r on i'resident
1o.,.irctr lu.l 1.JIc ;.1.r.( ui (in-,:cll(J .,,
rhe ati:oed areas. Ail ci tliese dHlas ue rt
,. rti,trJ. I u.,cdl \(rl, -. rJ.Lu eJ t u:L I t.r' c ut t,
arnl: illnt io:rathan lvas an incompetent
Presiderrt alii lvas, titleiort', not politically
and rnorally qualiiied tc corlvol(. a radolal
coniererice. The Soutirern delegates deidy
subdued these pressuresand drc ccnferencc
conti,rurJ. tharrJo largeJl ru thn Loi(lin.L.
ingenuiq/, and intcgritl crediL oi tlre
Cliaimlrn, lusdre liutugi.

Ir should be noted that urali ihesc scherles
ot'subversivc subterluge, the mr joi jtl! of iei-
(!;--J. norrl ltrL Lorc h-t.r--r.,:r..i t.,;."
d.lc.l iir (oll,eJL.rlld uni:Ci.: u: r-ldi
\, u.iirr r' . ,, r..LD rs, Cr lr rsljJn .. j'f,s[-r'. : r ,.,:. ,

TradiLiorai Rulers, Ambassadois,'lrrlrnOcrdl.. Ie;td"li'r . bOUlo,u..:r.
c.pit-.t't. M;msL,, l.rdicrl,, hunr-n n;ir: .

aiUt.'ls. an.i dil g<n(l*LluoJ
prolessionals crosed ranls ln deience of
"NJJ m(,1l rn lct(''L '. Ol: LirC Prrl Ja L rr i I u
lederalisrn groups. theLe rvere re;pl.u cau-
cus meetiDgs of delegates ii-on dre Nomh-
Cen1Ial, South-East, Sorith-South, aDri Soudr
Westto reach accords on how tc counter the
anti(rs and stategies of dre and-lederal, pr+
sHtus quo delegates in dre concrcrce.
In the lina1 lveelcs oftire conierence, viie and

diusive prcpaganda was rnounted by the
prGstatus qdu groups ai{Ied at discr.diting
the luridanreltal resoluiloiis arriveri ar b1,

coxsensui. Sensational and biatantly lJse
hc.(Ur;('j were clrlPluy(J lc, flrisicJLi ur(

general pubiic aboui tiic outcone of the
conibb. But tie ConIab llepoLt \.ras iubnlit-
ted to President jonathan at a ciosurg cere
Irun] in AugJ5t, lhr ltupon uJj Jls.u)s.i
drd dpprovcd b) th( jed(lJl Lrie-urlr.
Council tbr implemenbtion. We can now
anernpt a digest ofsome Lecorrlnendatiols
'Jraitouch tlr(lr(4fl ulll,r nadoilrl,lue.tiJI,
and federalism ir Nigeria.
Devolu6o[ of powers ild iedera'ing ufts:
ln the prevaillnir, an?rrgerre[L dle aer)tlai
,r f, Jrt". ; .\.'r :.;i..'iil rri,l,r,; ri :.,1.. ..,.,.

stares arrd iocai councrls as aolonisrd.
..'.puvrt: .r.Ll ,,rJ -,,1.r.:dr;... .lr.- I :,:
aon$adlction Lu I he Lir)!less ienet oIJ teo!r -

.,1 1-tinrrnulrr-i.ilr(\ ri.t,.,rr- ..JiJ, -.u.:
r'.u-c,-i-lr.,,,( ..'rltil,,rl(,. ::r.,'r'
Colrstitutiolr undeIrrirics this icilcial pdlci
p)e because ii i\,as i miiirarv docuilierrL
irilposeLl o[ the l.ligeiian people. ];ol exiiD
pie, the Atrula gover[lnerit tJe;i dr! ]o."i
iJ\r'nlilrLnl'.r,.irrc :rl:.1'.',. \1,r,-r, .

of goveflrilelrt in violatioil ai 5ecii.ri ? ti iJi
.uprrl.tc j.arlJ,,tl:'.-1il.r..,,,,i. 1..'t..
,r1,1.,,f.131. ..riJ., .!.rl t,,. . ;.". ri -.
eilrnents tal(e part ir Lihe irontlll!,shafilr!
r puUti- r.,-;.,r- tr- Lar,drLi r, ..

iaierati0rr , iacour ir.
lir' .olr:.rL' ,Jrr(..-'L ilrr. J,: ,:,. :. '.'

.iiu r.r,,r; Li,Jr tt,rr - -,,..1] L. o, Jr i.,. t,er,,

liuyeirrtrielr a5 icdeiaring unir, naneili tirc
Iecieral or centrai governDent.rnd r:ha

stai:es.1hc locai govcrlnrents shail nor ccn
iilul(- i.I Jl.u\1il,i,,<il1'-:...J:,s.,J

L,eCJ\!' J) d.'l-lil:. Il,. Ielu... -rc l,alr( Ol
rhe 77,i local 1ji-)\eiDrncirt areas sliall be

ienoved Lrou iilr Firsi Scheaiuie, I'aft I ci
drr 199q, ur. .i.,ruun. llrr \.tJlr! rt.Ltr;,,;
tlre locai go!'riilil]lcnt areas accordiilg l0
sLates lTlJi(eJ i. trnpossibh lbr a[y stlre ro
cfeate llelv oilcs urnerge soine if necessan
Fiscal itdcraii:n is enhanced by tire d;cision
cf tle roriaLr in tiratiocalgovemnen.: shall
no lorger parLicipate in tlre sharilg of pub
lic revenlie. Tlrs is, irdced, congrueirt rviir
Lh- )piIit drrd i(rt(r ol j(( Liori ; ul I rre I'J)1,

CoxLitution s shown belo\./:
"llie 5]trtern oi lo;al golrrruncrit by dr;n+

THE CUARDII\I\ w\ilw,guardian,ng

(.1 r}{HAm'*F i\'tf# 3$

ence,

delegates.
ranted presidency for
ciarification on matters,

When this ploy failed, thelr members came

BE

I

rriutters.



FdclayNIay26,2oil 111
IHEGUARDIAN-

Like us 0n Facebo0k Guardifl Nigeria

Follow us on Twiten GuardimNigeria

Follow u6 on ln$agram: @Cuardiannigoria

Follow us on BBM: Gwdiil Nigeria-C00264288

craricrllv eiected iocal councils is urider drls

Constitution guaranteed: and accordrngiy
the Government of every Stare shall

--.e115-Ie !'Uilen\E UliLl(l d Ldn !\l"Ln plu

vides [or dte estab]islmeilt, strucurc, cotr!
posidon, finance and tunctiorrs of such

L OllnCll\.
Bv this aftirrlillg Section 7 ot thc

con;dtudon, which has been violated since

1gg9. states such as iGno with 44 local gov-

emmentareas shall nowbe requiredto pro
vide for &eirfu nding widl revenue generat-

ed bv rhe state. similarly short<hanged
sates such as lagos wirh abour the sane
popu, rrion as Krnu but wirh ulily l0 locdl

so|cnment ded) shall bc iree Io ireate

i,ora, a.o,go.r,a on,l atljust Lhe nurnber to

suit '.heir [eruiiar situadons. Bayelsa with
the least number of local govemments

eisht n oll t can exercilc iLs I(deral JUtonG
*ito creari more lor iu uater-logged and

ne'glected teritories
During milirary dicutorship, local govem'

ments were abitruily created to lavour rev-

enuetamished states h.he Norfi to the

deLriment of resource-rich ones in the
South. Kano State illustrates the sinister

design. Kano andligawawere once one state

like tuvers md Bayelsa. When ligawa ws
created out of (ano, I(ano State stiil retained

its 44 loGl govement areas while iigawa
wds allomed 27. lhc M'o 5utcs lrow ItJve d

rotal of 7l local govemments. In contrast

Rivers and Bayeisa with populadon about

rhe sarre as lGno and Iigawa hdve 23 and 8

local govemnents resirccriveiy malong a

rorai of 31 less dran hall the total tbr Kano

and ligawa. With tire progssive r.cdm-
mendation oithe confab on the mafter, rlxs

rnluiLtre \hdll stuP.
fiscal led.ralism md rwenue sharing:

The most oppresslve and mjust aspe.E of
the militarlimposed 1999 Constitution per-

tain to the provisions for reve'nue sharing

benveen thi central'government and the

euue rn t;*our of dle revenuePoor sntes

andlocalgovemments in the19 states in dle

Nord1.
l-herc is also dle uiiair aliocaliol airauge-

mEDi that gtves 52 per cent of public rev-

enue ro the central govennenr in Abuja'

wrh the states and iocal goveurments hav-

in!. 2C pcr cent Jnd .i2 Per (cnL rEsp(!dvel\'
IIie corrtab nrade con,iderablc gaiii b1

rcJucill{ the proporliol I ol Llrc cenrc horll
5: p<r cilrt co a: per cent- \VitJt lemuval ol
Jre local govemmeas as tier, o[ dre ledera-

rion, states shall now be entided to 58 per

cent of the share of tlle FederaiionAccount'
This is a subsbnrial improvement on the

eErur)s Sltuadun ds it can,llsuldle sute)
num Lie financial epidemic of Ltsolvenq'
rhal is Dailv resDonsjble lor the inabtiry oj'

.-y to p"y *oikets regularly and fund $e
prousion of basic ia.ilitie, and welfare

schemes.
Even muginal u it apPears, dne Confab's

oostion on this maner will brilg imense
ielieft-o lasos and oil-rrih sLdtcs in ,-he NiB(r
oelu riat-ue now saddled wth the awe

some burden of funding the economy and

suryival of the country. For several decades

now olily 10 ot lhe 36 sutes ltave bcen con-

riburirrs the re\ ellues lor running dle coun-

ul:ThesEexploiied sutes are, in alphabericaJ

oider ,qbia, Akwa Ibotn, Bayelsa, cross tu\ cr,

Delta, Edo, Imo, lagos, ondo, and tuvers. All

the other states, inciuding the Federal

Capiui Teritory ofAbu.ia, conribu[e nex't to

zerc ro rhe Federarion AccomL yet they par-

take in the monthly sharing of public rev-

enue. With the increase of the share of sBtes

to 58 per cent md rhe removal of locaj gov-

enmcnl.S ds a del oI LJre federadon, t]re over-

burdelte.l states will norv be dble to reuin a

subsrantial portion of the revenues generat-

ed in their-areas. ln the Ffst Republic, the

regions, now srarcs, received 50% of pubiic
reienrres derived from then
Another noteworthy change in support of

fiscal federalismwas the decislon the conlab

took on ltem 39 of the Exclusive Legisladve

List containing 68 nEtters on which only the

lederal sovermenl cm legi5iJrt. I(eln ]g
deals wilh "Mines artd mlrerals. including
oil fields, oil minhg, geologrcal suneys and

narurdl gs." Debates un tfiis item nere su

Iiacrioui and beliicose thaL the5 nearil
aborted the conference. Characreristicallll
mrtr\ "nonlttm" deleg.ce: opPo\eo al))

amendment to the pluJ\mg ui thc iLen 
'' 

but
the "liofih" had acccmplices fiom some

southamstates.lnltle end,itrvas resolvecito
amend ltem 39 in a trranner that leaves it
rcchnically in the Etclusive Legislative List as

follows;
"N1ines and allmitrerals, including oil fields,

oil nining, geological suNeys and narural
gas, provited ttrat (a; the governments of
itatei uvhere mining activities take place

shall be involved in lnafte$ relating dlereto,
(b) ihe govemenr of the federation shall

make siecial granu to develop uines and

minerals in states where such resources are

underdeveloped."
1b assuage the fears ol slates about a suddell

droo ilt ievenue, dte Cotrlelente dpProv(1l

rhe sefling uP or J Solld l\lrllcrdls
Development FunC of five Per cent (5:;) of
federal annual budget to junlp-starr the

expioitation of cun'antly undeveloped mill'
eral resources.

lb further break down the resistance

asrir)st fiscdl lcoeratism, deicgJlcs rom *le
SiuilrLart, SouLh sourh, and Souttr'West

devised strategies Lo convince the opponens
of federalism-that they had more mineral
resources in their sates thm are in the entire

soudrem Nigena. we obtalned lrom the

Nlilristr-y of SoLid \'tllerals Developnrent rhe

lisr or ail 42 cormercidllv viable solid rniner-

als in the countrlz The list was caculated to

all deiegates. Thi iist revealed that each of

fie two adjacentsrates ofTaraba and Plateau

has about 25 solid ninerals.
Besides diamond and gold, the nvo sntes

hat e res<rue, ot u rJIrium, d (o Jtr;i. n l:lts'

al iof atomic energ-v. it is illstlxcljve to llote

drat the number of soiid mirerals in laraba

and I'lateau states is lligiler dlaD diat irl the

rvhcle of dre condnent of Asia rhat ir)cludes

the arab uacons of the Nliddl. Easr, ChinJ,

rlrJh, JJpJli, \'1d,ri\jJ. jr'drrr.\'d \irm'nr'
l\JIldttd, dnLl duttghJt:n, l-tun, ur" 'r' *''
identified teri of ihe uosr abundairt and

ubiouitous soiid ninerals ard drcy are indi-

cated hereunder accordingto dle nunberol
sures in which each mioeraiabountls:
CuVi lb 5{Jt(t.i; l\du,in \l5.,Jt(\): Lme\L'')c

, ll slJltsl; urJlllrc (12 '1"i"',; \dlt
, t2 sut$r; htarblc iL )ldlc) j;LolJ IU \1ilrs;;
B\ rirc (9 iLiLer ,; LuJi \8 su.cs): di,J Uitumen

I 5 Siates).
lrshoulLl be Luniicr noieJ u'dl t]]c birutnut r

deDosir in Lhe sktcs ol ur ldu, LLlu. Jltd LJSot

di;Lo\(rell silrle tgU is setond irl tulut'le to

thar of v'enezuela in Soulh Anerica Yet

Niccrid (onmues Lo impon blrui run Prod-
,c"s lor roocl contmmion. It wr' cleu to all

i.legate, U,rt w rtll tie ld\ ;5h el,do\\ m(nt in
mr,l;ral r(soulces Nlg(l]J hrd rro qcu5c

whatsoever to concentrale ody on Lhe

ercroiLlLion ul crude oil rtid n;rulri gas thrt
,lsLro\5 LommuniLie5 aird Llle c0Yilon
nienL
l'here is another eiemelrt of interest in the

Exclusive Legislative Lisr in the Second

Schedule, Partl of the 1999 Constitudon.Ten
of the 68 items are lundamental for the prac-

dce o[ afl equiLdbl( ledrral s5:rem 'tmong
riem are tmdon' ports, rdilways,;nsul-
ance, attcl incorporation and registrittion of
LomurJit botlies. Ihe conldlr hd\ abl( to
,",1r;g Lhq i1g6 1. Iorexilu 'tv< fedcrrl legisll-

tioil to10, leaving53 ibr concunent lalv mai<-

irtu bi tlte icllu,.l drld sule guv(llllrlcnS'
I Ii. .lirsuc I enu. r ion i n the nu nroer ol nut
ters exclusive to dle ceirtfalgovernme[t lvill
enhance lhe practice o[ feder;llism in tlre
cttiutry.
Derivation clauic in the 1999 cotrtilulion:
The conference was unable to resolve the

vrxed issue of the inPeralive necd to
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