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YES, there is a book that I
would love to write in the
near future. This will be a A book I would love to write in

the near future, inshallah (1)book the like of which I have
never written. Also, it will be
addressed mainly to a class or
category of potential readers who
have never read anything I have
ever written, including even the
journalism that I pracfice in this
column. This book will be about
the range of both the inherited
and the accumulating
knowledges that we have about
the universe in which our species
Iive, die and reproduces itself. At
the heart of the contents of the
book will be the clash between
rational, scientific and testable
knowledges of the universe and
knowledges which, in being
untested and untestable-,
vigorously resist proof and
disproof, especially with regard
to fortifications against the forces
and phenomena that make
human life miserable, insecure,
fearful, lost. How did I come
abotrt the desire, the
determination to write this book?

Let us call him Mondav
Electrician. He and people liki:
him in our countrv aird our
continent will be the'tareeted or
ideal readers on this boik that t
would like to write soon after my
retirement at the end of th-e
academic year 2017 /18. I have
slightly changed the name, the
appellation by which I call rhis
person and have him down in mv
phone list. He does bear one df
the names of the days of the
week, but it is not Mcindav. Bv
profession he is an electriciair
and more-generally, he is a
contractor that deals iir settine uo
the wiring circuitry and grit cif
new homes and businessEs. Wemet because he was
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conversation when I asked the
following question: why is it that
if you or I called a phone number
in-China, a countri, of 1.6 billion
people, the call wi[go to theONE
number called and not to any of
the other billion-plus phbne
numbers in China? [t'was nbt that
this question did not interest him
at all. To the contrary, it was
tremendously excitini to him.
being appar'ently thE sort oi
question that he had neither ever
been asked before nor oosed
autonomously to himself. dut still
as far as I coild tell, the question
did not spark any curiosity in
him aboui what, as a speciesl we
do know; what we do not know;
or what we can or should know
about the universe in which we
live.

The book I have in mind
would deal with these issues,
and it would do so on theassumption that though
humanlfy as a species is one and
indivisible, the orders of
knowledge and belief of the
drtterent regions and societies of
the world are multiple and
diverse. And then theie is the
question of language, or more
Preclsety tanguages andtranslations and - relations
between them. For an illustration
of this last point, consider the
following fict. In Yoruba, thetg.T . i.l general usage for
electricity is "ina monailrona,,.
Literally, this means "the fire of
the thunder". But we know that
thunder is only or merely one of
the phenomenal incarnaiions orrnstantiations of electricitv_especially in its naturii

recommended to me by a friend
who is an architect arid mastei
builder who has recently blensupervising a maior
r_econstruction of my house'at
Oke-Bola, Ibadan.

For several days earlier this
week, Monday Electrician neitt eishowed up for work nor
.rg?ponded to my phone calls.
When he finally thbwed ," ;;
I hursday, he *as in a state of
great emotional distress that was
underscored by a deep spiritual
crrsls. I he cause of tlris was astra.nge and rather bizarre
medrcat condition that had struck
his younger sister: in the L;l ;;;
year, a sore that refused to heal, asore that gradually extended ioher entire lower lip had assaileJ
rne poor woman in her earlv
thlrhes. The sore was found n&to.F"- cancerous - *niin ,uslrelief- But then, neliher';;r" it
:i:11.8 any signs. of healing and

ii,:i'J,!,. E f".i.?J:'fl,.il,?{,* :
?,o-?,gt his sister's travails to me,r notrced that his emotionai
agitation was extreme, as if he
1"9 not. his sister was the
:Y:lptq., the victim of this bizarrearnrctron. When I probed iniothis, though what was revealedto me was not totally unexpected,the emotional charg" tnui-i[carried 

- .astonishEa 
'^'- 

_"considerably: Vona'u,Electrician afia all th" ;;;;"rtof his extended family l;;;ili;p,ersons .behind thdir ;isie;;;strange ailment!

..._,llI impossibte for me in thisw_rrtrng. to faithf ully ;;;
35curalely render the emotionaltorce of .this 

.knowledg;;;;i;;;
man and his familv r
i den ti ty or 

"ilHiiiJ:Titt-",1f;

[tfl,fr 
yfitfl li:?ffi ll]l;,s".,:,i

t:::il.::;.i;I *::*;i*

disappointed to find meunresponsive, indeed
unbelieving and unsympathetic
to his "reve-lation,' of 'the'identitv
of the persons ,,behind, lii',
srster's ailment. His challenge tome on this score was as
u.nco.mpromising as it wasstartling: is it because I am a
pr.otessor, a man educated in-'Western" knowledges and
belief systems that I wa3i.offi""
at hls knowledge of and belief finow some people, some forces
operate in human life and theuniverse itself? It *u, tiiii
question that prompted a lonsconversation betwden -" u.r8
M,o."9ry. Electrician tn" iif.e'oJwnlch I have not had in a lonstime, a conversatio" ind;;'ih;1
red me to the decision that Iwould,one- day have to write theson ot book that I indicated at the
Deg,rnn.Fg of this piece.
_ ,ln lhe present context, I canonly grve. a brief account of thatconversation. I did not of .o"ir"take,the gosition that witches inJwltcncratt don,t exist, even if thatis.not_onty what I thi"k;;;Hi
what I have believ"a fo. -"riJimy adult life, beginni"e f.;* ili"years ot my secondaiy school
education. No, the 6;iiidi'h;iirool(, elaborated in- three or fourpropositions, waslis this: Flist.on. the. one hand, there ur"
li'i'il311" [:':fl'.': # :f; :t n : inand, there are knowledges andbeliefs that are neither iestaUi"
Jtor provable. Secondly, it iirmp.ortant 

- to recogni2e th;exrstence of these twd orders oi

:i l??:'tfl:.S,'r :L"Y:Sff i "1tiii:I,"T;:9""X. ;:, ":it";, ;i

uses and misuses, its valid andinvalid truth claims. Finallv _

and rather alarmingly - in dursociety, there i5 ' a vastunawareness of both the
existence of and the need foirational, testable orders ofknowledge and belief.- More
sp_ecifically, there is in our societya wrdespread unawareness ortack of appreciation of thecentralit;z of rational, testable
orders ot knowledge and beliefsto the- organiiation ;;dsuccessful implantation ofmodernrty and the myriad
amenltles, .products and seivices
rnar lt makes oossible, together
r,y.ilh 1ts informing ethoslHowdid all this emeig" f.o-'irvconversation wit--h Monda(,
Electrician? That is th" q;;;ii,"ri!
- - Here I shoutd 

"*ptii" iriuiMonday Electrici'a" l;;secondary 
.sc.hool education, bui

equcatron/ the sort that one eetsin a. polytechnic o. u ;oli;;8;;
lnstttute of electrical engineErins
rn a. university. I fo,r.,dtrui or'rirnorrecily, by basing mvorscussron with him dn thi)rudiments of scientiiic ';;
tech.nical knowledge. ft 

",is Jnthe basis of this ap"proach lhrt'ifound out that tfr6ign ou.';;;can put in place a c6mptex-inJ
sate grid oi circuit ,iEtl.i.*rti
power in a house o. u f*toi. fi.Knows next to nothing about,howetectricity as a phenomenon. aforce,-can be and i, ii"""I"irJ
y9a f9r purposes ,, airl;;;';r,
po-wenng a simple househdJ
3lll9".; transfoiming imagei,

tri r:, l31,', f;il r xL? J :,yt'.":telev.ision set can render 
-ai

moving pictures, sornds 
-u,iJ

messages; or how as a stored
reservoir of power in a small drv
cell or a gigantic battery, it cair
sustaln Iite in a machine used to
preserve Iife when all the maior
grgens and tissues of the human
Pgay, hav_e. collapsed. Indeed,
Monday Electrician had nevei
once. thought of electricity, the
medtum of both his profes-sionaltraining and occupational
earnrngs/ as an invisible force,ole among a number of
pnenomena that though we can,tsee them with our"eyes, the
effectivity of their preserice in the
unrverse rs everywhere palpable.ns a matter of fact, Mondav
Electrician did not k".* th;'t *aare.on a planet that is constantlv
and torever moving, this on aiaxis that th.ouglr it ii'invLiti;, iils more real and lasting than me,
BJ, lftut is_wriring ttresE woiai.'-'

Here, I must confess my ownsort of ignorance. po. *f,it 
"fr"Dur lgnorance could have made

me so astonished to discover thai
there are still, in this day and ase.pg"plg who, hte 'Mo"a?v
r,rectrlclans, are,,flat earthr,
behevers? I will never foreet thelookthat he gave -" *n"" ?;;k;;
rum rf he knew that we were bothor us on a planet that is movingall the time, moving even as wewere.having our al3."rri"""in'i
small and insignifi.;;t';;.i 

"?rne unrverse in Oke_Bola, tbadan.Nigeria.. He said ;il;i;Ei;
ti'i""['q l;:,T: l.f5 ?fi,j *i:Ylwhat.he left unsaid ir, i tt i"I,-tn""rdea that even edu
even p ro fer.o.. .u.,'ilt;So B:tAtSorerlevlng anything as lonq as therqea comes trom fhe whit"e man!I think t ."mpi"'t'et-y"i.r,Monday Electricran ln our

- occurrences compared to its
deliberate, purposiiue generation
and distribution by htlmankind.
lf we continue to render electriiitvas "ina monamona,, *i,
p.erpetua te a lineuistic
obfuscation of useful knoVvledse
about electrical power ana fro'*
best to g.enerate u"a ,se ii'io,
Denetlclal purposes.
. Above all else, there is this
factor to consider ihoreh ;";;i;
all the peoples and culnji", o]-tr,'"world tor the most part quicklv
adopt new techniqdes, uitiiu.t'.
and products of scientifiC inatechnological modernity,
popular, widespread
rnowtedge(s) about thein are
vasfly unequal in the regions and
nahons of the world. Ri the risk.
of.oversimplification 

""d i; ;;;rnrs observation in rather blirnt
terms, knowledge about the-fawsor prrnciples.of mathematics,
phystcs and the motion of the
p.lanets., the ocean s and teii
Itrma rtself are far better
disseminated in Europe ur,a Aiii
!1,* i.t our continentl We il;llthe gadgets, all the p.oa".i, unJatr.the paraphernalia of modem
rndustry. and technology but areremarkably incurious iliout howmey are made and what scientificKnowredges make theirproouchon possible. In the bookthat I have in mind, this
:Pr,"^.1:,:.n would b; iil p;iliot oeparture.

^.,My 
doe.s a phone call toLruna go tg the single, particularnumber called and'hot'to anr-Iirne numbers of the other bi[Ion_plus ce-ll phone users in thecountry? We shall start with theanswer to this question i;-n;iiweek's concl ud ing pioiu-Tn"t-fi"series. (

.Biodun leuifo
b j e y if o @ ftri.h a nt e rd.e du

go to
us phone users in the country? any
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FIE aruwer to the question
with which I end'ed last
week's column is both verY

Abook I vvould love to vlrnte tn
the near futute, inshallah Ql

J the providers ttnt make the whole
' vast, global phenomenon of
cellphone usage iarork are very, very
limited. And that's becaule thir
radio frequencies are limited and
shared fesources rooted in
phenomena and processes that
modern science and technologv
have mastered and oonvered to oYrl
use as a species, a global or
ptanetary comnunity.

Here's another wav of outtins
this observation acr,oss''ttre ri"-b";
of cellphone users in the world is
truly awesome and moreover, it is
still growing however, instead of
fragmentation and isolation,
connectedness and community are
the hallmarks of cellphone Lisase
in our world. And that's ttrunk

i tn a wav. modemitv is onlY a
' svmptom, aricl not the r6t causri of

the'oroblems and crises I am
discirssine in this series. The
strussle t6 attain and preserve
ratio"n"al, testable knowledges of
the universe that we live in
predates modemity. lndeed, long
before the successfut instituUonall
advent of science to pride of place
among humanity'5 knowledge
bases, all human social
organizations had struggled to
obtain rational, experimental
knowledees of the world and its
ohvsical" and environmental
locirdinates. \A/hat modernitv did
was to tremendously intensify,
expand and shorten processes of
the widespread distribution of
rational, testable and experimmtal
knowledges that had taken an
aeon of time to consurrunate - but
only in some societbs and nations of
the world and not in others. Ours
happens to be one of the regions
and nations of the world wheie the
pace has either slowed down
considerably or has stopped
altogether. - Hence Mohttay
Electrician's severelv limiteil
knowledge of electricity as a
phenomenal force and hence our
country's longstanding )nd
presumably insoluble problems
with the generatiirn and
distribution of electrical Dower.

Ina monamona - th6 "fire crf
lightning". That is the term in
wide usage for electricity in the
Yoruba language. LighIning is
only one of the phenomenal
instantiations of electiiciW, one that
is naturally occurrent. Does this
exclude m6des of deliberately and
purposively generated - and
distributed eleltrical enersv?
Frankly, I do not know. fn prirTJte
conversations between us. mv
friend, Femi Osofisan, has'lonl
argued that legends of Sango,E
a,ttrnity with . lightning Ind
rnunder reveal or encode the
th.eocratic ki_ng's "experiments;
wi th electrical e-nergy, experiments
that ended in a hafr-c acctdmt that
destroyed the gbd-king. This
argument seefits to me apocrvohal.
the sort of after the eveni or t66 faci
rationalizations that followers or
devotees of an anthropo*o-hi.
Bo.d or avatar periodicaly p.o',niJ"
to humanize and rehabilitdte their
hero. or champion. wo"ett eleis,l
must admit that it is plausibie:
experimental, testable knowledees
old not start with the histo"ric
advent of science but had Jwavsexisted in nearly all t um7"
cultures and civilizations.

.l had. plalned to conclude the
senes wrth this week,s piece. But
there remain some mor6 issues todlscuss. The astute o. cu.efrl
reader would have noticed th.t;
far,. we have hardly t"tt"a uUliluntested and - untestable
knowledges and be[efs.- Ar;'A{;;
au or one.and the same kind? fu6
il. :l,f;' ln'& "#fn ffj'fi'#without. untested u"a 

""iIri"Ei!knowledges 
-and b"[;fs? lm;i;

ih: *l* q{ these o.aui, 
-oi

,c3tegories of knowledg" ;Jbut-ei

next-week,s conclusron to thes€nes.

airy,r,an?.:m!ff*

(20e)
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its deliberate,
our
generation and

occurTence

earth into a significant part of the
eplc story.
_ - I p*hups dippess. The book that
lhave in mind and that am writins
about in this series is not about thE

outside our terrestrial home on be beneath his commentarv. And
beyond the learnt, practiial and
repeated things that lie knew about
electricity, hehad [ttle interest in it
as a phenomenal enti$ that does
tar many more things than tightine
up houses and powerins la-bourl
saving applianc'es. He a6solutelv
cgul.d. not-wrap his mind arounil
the rdea that sounds and imases
are converted to and from elecul'calsignals during a phone
conversation. Indead, to thd extent
tta! it can be said that mv ,,failu."ii
with Monday Elechician'** *nut
Lnshgated my desire to write this
senes as well as thebook that Ihave
il .Ti.r4,,to that extent is the".$iluref'the motive fo.a; ;i th;
discussion. permit me to brieflv
engage this observation. ---r

The-careful reader of this piece
would, hopefully, tu"" 

"oi"a 
firii

p,f.ge a,,blacket around the word,
;1t1yry m the present dirussion.
rnp,rs because ,,failure,, 

is perhaDs
notthe nght word to use. For ho.w
t9gd tle gppropriate word be
I..Tye.' when there was not thesugntest chance of success in thefirst .place? -One proof of 

'tt 
iiass.rtion is the facf ttui M;"e;;

ffiffiilToHT%[r'J,f,'tr
witches.an{ witcncrafff;; ;hi;
m* 9If Ig,.S. p'o. poritio"- Ioi

ffi#*H}trffi#Hi
tx,Hg"",{3ii'}":T.*othut;;;;

lglirruffffi,:ffi$

Marabouts or Sansomas
kaclitionally did not deal tn"testableand tested knowledees and
propositions. Herbs, thE bark or
sap of bees, the claw or tooth of a
leopa.rd, the ground powder of the
testicles of atger and manv more
things beside ihese, all haJe their"nam€s", their ,,essences,,,
Monday Electrician p.ordl,
proclaimed! This of cour& is totjl
nonsense/ as anyone knows that
nas ever met and conversed with a
herbalist that is not a char-iatan.'-
,,. !, place brackets u.o.r.,d
rauure", compatriots, because Isuspect that there are manvMonlay Electricians out therd.

hundreds of thousands of them_
perhaps tens of millions, ind;din;
many who not only have universiti
education, but a-ctually teach ii
9ur. tertiary educational
mstrtutlons. If this is the case. itwould-be very mistat en. 

"2."w_rongheaded to think thJt
Monday Electrician or .rny of the
11yng1eOs of thousands of peoole
[I(e hrm out there can besinelv ana
separately- "corrected". flo', *"reallyare talking of the cond.itioned
ano determinate creation in ourregion of the world of ;ide;;r;;
unawareness or lack of curlositvaDout the scientific ur,6technological bases of -oiu.iriL rr.agbero or kalo_kalo mode 6fcaptatrsm is content to import andnot produce anv bf rh;
;f, ri:ri rfi Hi,'"'. fi: ;: xRi 

ji
rea.vrng both.the masses of t-de

i|!:ilrL? :fl ,s i"x,:i, ;:Lxtot or indifferent to tl
uuses oii-ne' il,;;H,f.,Hff:
::."*,I::,"stica lry *4,.;;;;i;

mgrvels of modern
telecommunications technolosv.
Bough of course it will not av3ld
that topic. No, what is cenhal to mv
proirted book is the fact that ever{,
smgle one of the marvels of the i_
phones and smartphones of thenew mrllennium is based on
knowledges and ideas thii are
testable arrd are, indeed, tested.
!o1e,over, any literate person in the
wgrld can, with some application.
educate him or herse'lf on the
mowqdges and belieft from which

ffi:ie$:fl$:Y*"ffiff,ff
to do with Monday necrician ii
our -conversiiltion on Thursdav lastyfk, F" conversation *"i7"aTd
$q Tnes of artides in my column:r qS to spalk his curiosiW in th;
ffiffir#_HgH._S:#"*g:
m parucular, about elfucifu as a
plenor.nelat entity. frori ttreaccount that I gave of thaiconversatiol in tlffs ."r"-" l'uliweek, I failed woefuifyT;'tili
endeavor.

One of the most shocki nBclaims of Mondrry Electrician inour c( lnversation was an assertion

k,

\4

tha t our Babalawos, Dibias,
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Cambridge, Mass'"'i;;;fi,; this, I must saY that I

cannot imhgine anY of these

A^"tiirn *oik 
"n 

telling me that

a stricken sibling is the vtchm or

Iuii, ,ol"n. rela[ives or neighbors

thai operate through witchcratt'
;ii;;;[h ';st'r iritu"a I a ttacks " '

Simltaitv, I cjnrrot think that mY

i*iernuti or putative interlocutor
in Gmhridg6, Mass, would have

t,"* to iriiredulous as to be

i"-nJ"t"d completely speechJess if
I exoressed th6 observation to hrm

or h'er that we are both on a Planet
that is constantlY moving,
constantly rotating oi its Lnvisible
axis - as-Mondav Electrician n''ls
when I made thdt remark to him.
No, MondaY Electriciatt was
encountered 

-in 
lbadan, Nigeria

and there is no waY in the world
that I could have 6ncountered a

technician like him in America.
And that's mv "confession".

Are thing-s so cut and drv in
the differefice between what
ordinary workmen and folks in
Ibadan, Nigeria know, believe and
think about the world, the universe
in which we live compared with
what obtains in Cambridge,
Massachusetts? Dear compatriots,
if you expected the answer to this
question to be a resounding yes, I
hate to disappoint you because this
is not the case at all, at least if we
stick to the subject of this series and
the book that I am thinking of
writing, this being the relationihip
between rational and testable
knowledges and beliefs that most
people have in comparison with
those that cannot be tested or
proved - or disproved for that
matter. In other *ords, what I am
saying here is this: in matters ofrational and non-rational
knowledges, or of testable and
qntestable ideas and beliefs, the
differences between the
individuals, peoples and culfuresof our world are not so
fundamental, so unbridgeable thatwhat we have is a" divided
humanity. lndeed, this observation
is so crucial to my reflections in this
series that I would go so far as
caution.that nothing cduld be more
unnetptut m these matters than to
fall into the hap of 

,dividine 
our

yoltg. and its peoples into ihose
rnat llve and die on the altar ofrationality and testable
xnowle4ges and those that cline
tenaciously to the age_old, noniratlonal, non_tested (and non_
testable) knowledges *b Uufi.li of
tnerr culfures. Things are far more
.c,9m.Rt1ca1qd than that! Torllushate.this observation, I worlj
nKe ro. bneJly discuss a ,,Laqosian,,

,oKe. that I initially heard"from aoenrzen of that city after which iwrl narrate a verslon of the iokethat I have sometimes told li'arevrsr.onary.form of the originaI
t rrst then, the original uerribn of

vet
nshall

owrl
book I wou d
the near firttlte,

1 lo

general bel
subspecies
themselves

o t

Monday El
determined
that that

euro

ectricia
to hold

A
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and is a Moslem, not a Christian.

the iokebefore I give my revisionary
version of it.

To an invitation from an
Insoector of secondarv schools
froin the State Ministry of
Education to name the first Flyi.g
object or thing that came to their
minds, the following collective
responses from pupils were
recorded at each named location:
Victoria Island: airplanes!
Suru.lere: mosquitoes! Agege:
witches!. In each area - that
represents a known demographic
constellation of the " citv's
population, the expected or nof so
surprising though funny answer
was given. Thus, the'class or
status bias of the ioke is
unmistakable and is 'heavilv
weighted against Agege and thtr
response of witches as the first
object that came to mind with
Iega{d to flying things. It was this
tact that prompted mi to revise the
;oke so as to either reduce or
neutralize the bias.

On the basis of this decision, I
came up with the followins
expanded and revised ."rpo.,r"r!
Victoria Island : ui.ptunus,'aionu"i
and UFO s (uniddntifi"a ?i;il;
pP-]g:tr),Surulere: mosquiioesl
brrcls and bees. Agege, *itches.oemons and an[e[s. For anexplanation, here,J the rationale
Io,r my revisions: For the Victoria
Island children of the 

"lite, 
;;;;;;

3^i1_u.lo''.,'.h9*,. r h6";';i ;i
ffi:, i:%' llll n" I ilf, : g.i[ mran-ctrut,ldeas as their counte.pr.i,

i[ :",lffi :f :f ff;,-:; i' nll i*
ll.l Sl'ilq ren,.of the a""iZ"^, ^Ii

;:iilfli'#'Ji:: ji;l :[,1:s :;l,x

errcans s

This is

bridge,
partlcuambrid8e rn lar and

o

1

eve at he was not rn ln Ame rlca

particular and Black
ongtoad
of human

Peo
iffer

ple in

world, but you can and will find
oeoole wh<i still believe that the
ito* of creation as told in the Book
of Cenesis is a literal fact and the
world was created in only six
days. You will find climate change
deniers who vigorously disparage
solid scientific evidence for climate

knowledses and beliefs. What do I
hiu" in"mind in making this-
declaration as a cornerstone ot
both my reflections in this series
and the-book that I Plan to write?.

To answer this question and
for the last time in this series, let us
once again invoke the figure of our
enism"atic interlocutor-, MondaY
Eleitrician. At this late stage in this
series, let me now reveal to the
readers that even though mY
conversation with him took Place
entirelv in Yoruba sprinkled with,
no* ahd then, English words or
terms from scientific and
technological modemity, Monday
Electrician was of the unspoken
but fiercely held opinion thatmuch
if not all of what I was arguing were
the ideas of the white man. I mean,
to him the idea that we were all on
a planet that was alwavs and
foiever moving was thd white
man's idea!

from mosquitoes (and flies) if they
are invited-to think of flying things.
Finally, for Agege, the inclusion of
demons and ansels in mv revised
version of the Ligosian jo'ke places
the kids of that mini city of
working class and underilass
folks squarely in the mainstream
of contemporary Nigerian
evangelical ChristiJniry thXt cuts
across all classes, all stafus groups.
For indeed, with the excefltion-of
atheists and secular hurnanists,
who in our country todav isn't
thinking of demons and their
archenemies, angels? Isn't the epic
war against Satan and his hordes
the giand theme of countless
sermons, hymns and tracts?

My revisionary version of this
Lagosian ioke ii not of course
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