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en rg I ng gender p I

drefu IGes
by tlte CoordinfitoF, GPI CalaboF, B E. Madunduation/p

ene ctgu, on tlte I3'ngr0 ublic a

h tdsentItlof, e on Saturday, AugUSt 29, 2009ery esteemed and
distinguished guests, GPI's work with adolescent girls

and create awareness on isiues
related to the challenges they face in
their growing-up years as well as
encourage a collective community
and each and every participant to
engage in the promotion of healthy
transitions for adolescentJ,
particularly adolescent girls in our
society.
My brief welcome address will
address three areas to help you
better understand GPI and the work
we do with the adolescent girls like
the ones seated here before you.
l. Why GPI? What does GPI do?

What has been our experience
working with adolescent girls in
the last l5 years?

2. Some milestones in our 15 years
of activism

3. A note to the 13'n set graduands.

We recognized that girls ore
resourceful, talented,
creotive and intelligent
persons who possess
inherent abilities that con
spur them to take initiatives
and contribute immensely
to social development.

I ?* delighted and honoured to
welcome you all, our special guests,
the chairperson of the Gpl Bo-ard of
Trustees, other board members here
present, our distinguished supporters, .

our partners and collaborators, parents,
friends, our colleagues in th; NGO
sector, our media friends, Gpl staff
from Benin, Asaba, Uyo and Calabar
Centres; members of the Gpl Alumnae
Association, and most especially the
celebrators of today's occasion, the
2009 GPI graduating peer educators.
It is my pleasure to welcome you all to
the l3'n gr.aduation and public seminar
of GPI Calabar Centre on behalf of GPI
Board of Trustees and management of
Girls'Power Initiative. I appreciate
your unflinching support for the work
we do with our girls and for honouring
our invitation to be present at this

occasion which also marks our l5'n

year of regular weekly interactive

educational sessions with adolescent

girls.
GPI organizes this event every year to

serve a dual purpose; the first being the

graduation bf peer educators in the

frnal year of their three-year- training

on allaspects of human sexuality' The

second putpot. is oul annual public

seminar to Provide information on

Why GPI and what does GPI do?
Girls' Power Initiative (GPI) was

founded in 1993 bY two Nigerian
women, Bene Madunagu and Grace

Osakue. GPI was created to address

the specific needs of adolescent

girls, aged l0- I 8 Years. We

iecognized that girls ar2
,.rou*eful, talented, cr€ative and

intelligent Persons who Possess

inherent abiiities that can spur them

to take initiatives and contribute

immenselY to social develoPment'

iio*.rer, girls and women through

the Pervasive Palriarchal
socialization Process have been

denied oPPortunities to express

these strengths to their benefitt'.1nd

;il oi trrti"t families, communities

and country at large' Girls grgw Llp

iuting challenges created and

;ffiuated bi socie,tY . 
to 

^the
detriment ot'their health; they {ace

discriminatory norms and practices

like Female Genital Mutilation, son
preference, trafficking, forced
prostitution, sexual abuse, including
rape, incest, different forms of
violence, denial of equal opportunities
with their male peers, virginity tests,
poor education if dfry, early marriage
and pregnancy before the age of 18

with all the attendant risks. They are

also inflicted with unintended
pregnancies which in many cases may

result in unsafe abortion with

GPI orgottizes this event

ever| )'esr to serve o dual

purpose; the first being the
'groAustion of Peer
educators in the finol !no'
of their three-Yeor trarnmg

in ott oslects of .humon

permanent disability or death. This is
why GPI as the name implies is girls-

only organization to address these

challenges.
Since our incePtion in 1993, GPI has

been working towards empowering

adolescents, especially girls between

the ages of l0- 18 on issues of human

righti, Sexual and ReProducli.v3

HEalth and Right (SRHR), life
managenrent skill s and gender

equaliiy. Our work with these girls

.*pot.i us to the extent to which deep

,oot.O sexist and patriarchal norms of

it . to.iety have nlgatively influenced

;ffi;itua., and behaviours thereby

*u[ing them victims of harmful

cultural Practices, ignorant and

vulnerable to exploitation and sexual

abuse.
GPI's succtss in providing adequate

(Continued on Page 9)
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gender prefudices
sexuarity education to adorescents havehelped thern to make informeddccisions on issues of rJ*uality therebyreducing risky Uehauiours and thes pread of H I V/A I DS. C iris ;;.encouraged to take on leadershippositions, 

.recognize/resist/interveneon cases of harnrful practices and th-ereis rcductio
u n s a r e o r,o rli., lt. Jxtlj,-"t, Trt"-,1?,irll.'l'hc girls themselves are able tochallcltgc socictal rnisconceptions and
hrclrka\^,ay fronr stereotyped roles by
clroosing 1o pursue nrale dominated
cilrccrs. Currcntly, G pl is located in
lirrrr sllrtcs: Cross River, Edo, Delta
lurrl Aku,lr Ilrtlrn.
wit h .tr.ut I 5 nr ilrio, N igerian girls

infornration for leadership
development through effective
girl-centreC progru,imes. Our
cgmprehensive curriculum
addresses all aspects of health,leadership, functionui
educational development and
general well_being of the
beneficiaries as change agents
and leaders, for a transfoimed
Nigerian society.

o Reverse the unfortunate data of
about 72% of all deaths among
girls, aged less than l9 yearc und
over 50% of Nigeria's high
maternal mortality rates being
the result of unsafe abortion.
Over 80% of unsafe abortions
results from unwanted

pregnancy, the outcome of sexual
abuse/rape.

' Build connections with parents,
communities, other developn",.ni
organizations and relivant
government institutions as well as avariety of organizations i;
specialized services such as legdl,
health, media to enhun..
effectiveness and avoid duplication
of services.

Our mission is to empower adolescent
girls with accurate information on their
total development as human beings; in
other words, their sexuality; their
rights, entitlements as human beings as
well as on life management and
leadership skills from a gender
perspective, for social transformative

actions.
Our vision is to be a
leading sustainable
feminist institution
with critical
consciousness and
capacity for analysis of
social and gender
prejudices, committed
to empowering girls
into healthy, self-reliant
and productive women
for the achievement of
positive changes and

transformation of
patriarchal values in
Nigeria.
GPI activities: our
activities are geared

towards breaking the

sexist prejudices
against girls and
women to helP them

develoP critical
consciousness, and to
stand up for their rights,

develop their talents,

confidence in
thernselves to reach. out

and to be able to

tirc ing I hcsc k inds of
risks lrr thcir hcalth
rrrrtl nlcaningf'uI
living. (;1, I was
e rcrtlctl ltl:
'Assist girls trr

rcclainr their
I)ttsitivc rutlural
crttlt)\\t)lcttts thlrt
rt tltrlrl hclp tlte nt

Io slrtrgglc agtitrst
thcse barricrs
itttposcd t)ll tltcnt
lrr soc ictt'.

t Prtlv idc a sa le

spi.tcc lirr tltc'ir
s;tlc't\' \t hct't-' they

clttl illso
L'.\[')criencc the
ct)nlidentialitl'and
prir';,tct'tltl'tt theY

ne e d artd lt'r sltare

tlitlt tltt'ir Peers tilr
ph)'sical'
ps) cltolt'rgical tnd

c tll ot itrnol staLri I itl'
It) $tt)\\' intO
c'lllpt)u ered and

Iullrlled citizens

'. lluild their skills

and ntotivate them

u ith .lt C u rlllc

compete
(Continued

with their
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gender prqudicespccrs bollr lnalcs ancl fenrales ascnrpou,crcd and resourceful wonren.( )trr str.:rlcui
g i,i,';; ;;.:,';' iX:*-:'ffijr;: ;ff:::prc.i ud iccs w'irictr,,;;;,;;edcted in socialc,\pcctalions, cxpressio,s, ;;;;r,pracl ice s.

Sonrc of'thcsc strategies include:o I;tlucarirn [trr giris and fortrre pubrico (. ounsclling and library serviceso Itcsc:rrch and ctocumentation/
public:rl ionso Nct work ing

o Arlvt)citcy :urrl prllicy wtlrko'l cclurical rcsourcc/training.
( )trr curriculurrr wrrich ad,pr-t o rights-
lxrscrl lpproac h and lionr a geirder
l)crsl)ccl ivc \ 1on ir gltlbal awird in
IVI;rrclr 2007 its hei,g the l,ost
il,r,rr,rrtir,e il) tlre llcld by an c.\pcrt who
corrtlrrt'lctl l gloh;rl rcview ftrr the
l'.1r111;rti.n ('rlrurcil. (;lrl lrlso won thc
"1007 lrrr urtl lilr I:xccllcncc and
Irrrr,rr trliolr ilr Scxrrulity l:dtrcalior.l." by
llrt' Wol ltl Associuliolt lirr Scxunl Ilcalth
(VVnS). irr April l(X)7. basctl on thc
t'l ilct'i:t ot'irttl()\'illitttl. rclcvllltcc lo thcir
s,rt'irrl coltlcrl. lroltlnc'ss. c()urage irt
t;tt'irrp ;rtlrcrsc cor)ditions and
rrurtcri:t I /rttcllttrtls used.

alone) of Gpl from the four centreswhere we currently operate_
Calabar in Cross River state (which
also hosts the national secretariat),
Uyo in Akwa Ibom Staie, esaba in
Delta State and Benin ind;; il;'GPI also carries out outreach
activities in secondary schools, in
the four centres through the holiii1
programme, youth talents festivai,
boys/girls forum, interschool
debates and drama competitions.
These programmes reach more
than 50,000 adolescent boys and
girls.
The GPI on Air (a weekly
television education programffi€,
aired on the CRBC, Calabar
provide public education on issues
of sexuality and reproductive
health and rights ofadolescents.
In our I 5 years, w€ have not missed
a single edition of our newsletter,
The Girls'Pov,er. This is
distributed widely, both nationally
and internationally, .and have a
continuously increasing lists of
readers who share how beneficial
the information contained in the
newsletter is to them.
We have gained much goodwill
with the government and people of
Cross River State. This has

resulted in our verY strong
partnership with the state's
Ministry of Education. One

outcome has been our success in

training and retraining teachers in

l3l public schools in Cross River

State for the implementation of the

National Curriculum on FamilY

Life and HIV/AIDS Education

progranlme, rooted in the

tonlf, t.hens ive sexual ity education

t*fridf, has been the focus of GPI

since incePtion.

state were trained for ,the 
Learningabout Living programme, theelectronic version of fl",;ii; Life andHIV/AIDS education cJrriculum.

We have developed 6 ,olr*., ofsexuality edu-cation series fo, V*ngpeople in addition to the 3 volumes o?revised edition of Gpl training
manual to meet the age-specific needi
and experiences of iOotlscents aged
between l0 and l g years. Gpl aiso
provided technical assistance to the
Cross River state government
Universal Basic Education Board
(SUBEB) for the training of teachers
on SFLHE for lower and upper
primary schools.
Through our internship programme,
other organizations have visited and
spent time with GPI in Calabar to
understand our sexuality education
programme and have gone on to
implement same in their
organizations. We have had
organizations from different states in
Nigeria and from other countries like
Cameroon, Kenya, Tanzania and the

United States of America. Five
interns from Kenyajust finished their
internship with us on August 5,2009,
GPI conducted several researches and

community interventions in more

than 25 rural communities in Calabar.

There is an on-going research on

sexual abuse being conducted in 6

communities in Calabar

Itcct'rt I ltccottt 1ll ish ltten ts of (; l'l
t il'l slrtt'tctl re gttlltr lcsst)lls for
:rtltrlcrr.'cltl gills. ltr:ed l0- ltt vcars, irl

,f trlr l()().1 rr itlr .) gil ls in ('ullttrlr, Crtlss

(;l'l ulso currits
trltl tttllr(uclt
il t' I i t' i I i t's i tt
.11r1'rfll tltt r.l' s( lt 0015,

itt llt( -l0ur L'L'ttlres

throuTih the
h t, lid il.1'
pnt!f tlllllllc', .l'(l Ullt

'ltt 
l rl ttls .l'tsl it'u l'

lrrr,t'.r girls -l u r u rrt'

inir'rst'hool ichules
tttri irtttt'il
t'tilturc'lilitttts'

Rivcr statc
runci 6 girls irt

'llcttin-Cit1'.
[:dtl State.
'l-tldirl', at 0ur

ljth
graduation
CBfl'lllOt}\', \\'e
\\ ill bc
graduating 36

girls u ho u'ill
join nlore than

900 graduates
( { ? 6 in

Th hoo I program mes I n

Muni c ipality,
Calabar South
and Odukpani
L o c a I

Government
Areas in Cross

River State.

A note to the

13" set of
graduands
L,adies and
gentl€ffi0I1; I

present before

(Continued on

GPI also provided
technicsl
assislance to the

Cross River state

gove.rnment
(Iniversal Basic
Education Board
SUBEB) "for(

training
teochers

o
on

SFLHE Scheme
of Work,Ior lower
and aPPer
primary schools.

CSe I n sc )

h th the government,
partne rS I p w I

ha reac hed more than
a
J 5 ,000

\/e
3f secondary I to

s tud tS o J unlor

L 5AS t

en

e ?,f, I 0 teachers across the prye II)

o
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you today 3 6 peer educators llte gPI girls that graduated before
you_ have today, beiomelic i I itatorsin GPI, som.-have ifr.i, families
Td are leaders in tt.ir' different
fields, working in different parts of
the world and [are O.*onrtrated in
lfir post-Gpr lives, ih; positive
muuence Gpl has had in their lives.In our 15 years, Gpl has not
recorded.any case of a Gpl girl whio
remained to complete the 3lears of
GPI, that has beln a drop-out or a
failure. It is on this noi. that we
thTF all parents and guardians, aswell as the Gpa Alumnae
Association (GAA) for their
contributions in the success that we
celebrate today.
I believe that you have set your
goals and that your aspiration as
you leave GPI as regular lesson
attendee, is. to go beyond the
socially expected stereotype of
what a woman should be, by
showing excellence in your future
chosen careers. As you go into the
larger society, remember you will
meet challenges in trying to uphold
the values, skills, knowledge and
principles you have acquired in the

3 years. When you face such, don't

you.empowered young women wh
)

a
be passi o would I recogn ZC G P I graduates,ng out today as GPI graduate and presen t and th

| 1.

and lnembers of th S e r paren
e GPI Alum

a G P I proAssociation (GAA). nae 8ran1 nle and pporr fr,
The Gpl

pas t and p resen t, fo r the fam I ) andgraduands before you toda
team Sp I r t wh Ich they havc bu tare art iculate assertive v c o I I e c t I v e I v m o I d t ht bold u pe e rconfident distingu shed,

) educa tors over these past I 5, I empowered, They v
educated, fulfilled, grac helpful,

alfc r{ cxemPlary I n the I rlous, tm and allnformed judicious com m I ent most \, I untary

leaders
) knowledgeable, serv rce

, motivated respectful, ' OurcversupportiveN@ friends; Ischool teachers and
administrators

' Our board chairpersons, the
immediate past and tfie prescnt orrco Executive Director of our referral
cl i nic, Dr. G loria Archibongo Paftners in the Network to Curb
SexualAbuse (NETCUSA)

' The produccr of the GPI on Air
progftmrme and the management
ofCRBCo The Cross River State ministries
of education, justice, womcn
affairs, youths, and health and the
Cross River State government.

I appreciate the strong tinancial and

reSourceful, informed
,

effective chan
, ln-Charge ) and

three years a
ge agents. They came in
go loaded with myths,

mlsconceptions and stereotypes from
socialization, bel ieving that the vision
of all wornen was to be married, give
birth to children, be good house-
keepers, care-glvers, to be seen,
adored and battered by those who
claim to love them but not speak out so
as not to wash dirty linens in the
public; never aspiring to be leaders,
etc.
But as exemplified by the 36 girls we
are graduating today, they have learnt
to:

' Appreciate the need to speak out for
their rights, take actions that would
change the opPressive conditions forget that G P I ) vour aI rna n1ate r

technical support as well as the trust
we have received from the
International Women's Health
Coalition (IWHC), Ford Foundation,
the MacArthur Foundation, the
African Women's DeveloPment Fund
(AWDF), Oxfam NOVIB and
Empower. Thgir suPPort has

sustained us and allowed us to l'enture

into areas we did not even imagine

that rhev we re soc Ial tzed to be I I eVC and GAA are on hand to prov I de the

the StatuS of fema I e S Support vou needwaS )
be hav b

ed rt th I t A Iway S remem r vou e ee n a
a Learn to compo em Se Ve S o

shin Inob S lar a prec IouS cIbem vou
earn re S pect ,

h b I er boSO n1 pear the
t aVe een S I v ,

O Learned Ski I I S to ASp I re ) S e v I S ton
al ha d th ede rS and dam Se S h tarted

h hat
p an e SC w en we S

bevond Ste reotvpe to ac I eve w
to rdS an e lnpowered I deep Iv grate fu to nl \ ti Icnmovlnob wa am t

thev hAV e choSen AS the I r future
anh d obender equa Ity and pa rtne r, com rade and h uS band, Ed \\ I n

wom oo
Ife S S Ionlcareer.

1 t You are a Iway S Mad LI na (, u for h S s Llppo rt, \ c c
p ro soc I a J u S I ce

d h
h I d to adopt poS I t Ive h t at anv t I m e to LI nde rStand I1 o trus t an S mmen

o Thev AVe earne we Icome to t e cen er f
d tud d have k e t h e con tn bu t I on S to the S ucc L S Sto r)' (r

behAV Iour an atlI e an u S e o u r S e r v I c e S I
d d t

Yo al o G P I I have e nJ ove an con I n u

I d to re S I S t ne oat I ve pee r counse I I rnob Serv IcCS u are S

h I \, 7 3earne
I t th e nJ ov h I S true partners p S nce

e I come to SC nd In art I c e S o e
d ua tcpre S Sure w

he n we fi rSt n1 et a S ra

take t ati e and I S Iette r w
al rb

Th h I earned to In I I v qu arter v new
d tS I thank vo LI r v ()ur

ev ave
d I d t hed Iad IeS and Stu en

hab I ty and I eaderS h p to o F Inal v I S I no
Du S the honou r vou ve g I \,en

t ke reS ponS I I I )
d th very preSE ncea ry and gent I emen, I cannot en I S

be he and the pat ence to
h t thev S ee AS ne c e S S a

tho IZ no
D u S rbr I n ob re

w a
b t Id short addre S S w I ut recogn

VERY B R I EF we Icome
rtant w I thout waltinob to e o

ting th key ro I CS S urv Ive mv sho111 po d taff and apprec Ia e
add h Ich I S Iong enou to w

b haIf f the m anagement an S
tory ofG P I I ress w

On e o al I laved In the ucces S S ) anl to
I I cere Iv congratu I ate vou p

to al Iow me vou
ofG P ) S In

Ieti f vour w I I I reques t vou f
th ce SSfu I comp n o

for e Suc J

3
m

I

v ear program e ln GPI
o

Some of mention USt

S

a few among al I o preS

how p
ence.I

Ieased I

gh
have vour
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