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ixteen (16) days of activism
against gender violence,
which begins from November

25 to December 10, is an annual event all
over the world. This year's event (1999)
is the ninth annual campaign. Today,
November 25 is marked as the
International Day Against Violence
Against Girls and Women. This day was
first declared by the first feminist
encuentro for Latin America and the
Caribbean in 1981.

November 25 commemorates the
murder of the Mirable sisters by the
Trujillo dictatorship in El-Salvador on

November 25, 1960. December I marks

the World AIDS Day while December l0
marks the International Human Rights

Day as the anniversary of the si8ning of
the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights (trDIIR) in 1948 bv the united

Nations.

of its significance to the activities of GPI
to celebrate its end of year as well as
join other activists the world over to draw
attention to the issue of inhumane
treatment and absurd discrimination,
that has no scientific basis, against girls
and women. We ask that everyooe takes
five minutes everyday to ask himself or
herself whv certain thin are said and
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stop to reflect and ask yourself why such

a statement? If you are a victim of such,

it is not late now to stop being a mere

animal. You owe yourself the ddry of
becoming a human being. When you

say - "she cannot do it because she is a
woman", is it because what needs to be

done requires the organ that

differentiates male from female or

because you hear

people say so or

...,., ,,-,,,,.!ou grew up to see

Q, it so? Can you take

one minute and

think ef rhings you

never saw when
you grew up brrt

you now enjoY
because you have

the opporhrnity to
be exposed to
such? Why do you
eajoy ice cream,
aftconditioner,
being in a car rather
than the long

trekking you were used to when you wcre

yormg? Ar€ you being hmest thcrefore

wheo you say it is our culture? WhY

sclect the ones that benefit you and hold

on to the ones that oPPress and

dehummise wom€n md girls'

Violence against girls and women

occurs in all aspects of their lives'

Women and girls are subjected to

abuscs of their civil' cultral' ecmomic'

potitit"t and social rights' Girls and

*** face Vlolcnce in thc femiln

Yblcna h ttc connunttY rnd Violcnc

Gombating gender-b?sed violence
Excetp8ftom on address presented by the Coordinator, GPI South Eost zone, Calaba at

the end ofyear activifies workshop to mark the 16 duys of oction on violence against women
on Saturday, December 11, 1999 at the Poradise City Hotel, Calobar
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Within this Period also is the

anttiversary of the Montreal massacre,

Decembo 6 ufren in 1989 a man gunned

dom fourteeir (14) women englneering

students for being feminists' For

recognizing the vrious social, political

and 
-.*oo-ic prejudices against grls

md wonco and dcdicating themselves

to stnrygle against the oppression mf
discrii-ination against women' 0d
crcating au'aneness for the elimination

of thc rtio,o fums of violence against

Iitft and women, this heinous and

seosetsss mrnder wui commiued m 6e

14 imoccnt students ufuo only tried to

show that women's rights are human

rights.- Ihtrs thc Period of November 25 w

I)cccmber ro, nieblight$very sirifitPt
des uttco gilt -d womcn dl orrcr Sc

world Paid the maximum Pri1e.for
ur.td"'i their rights as human beingp'

Hcncg Cff c.hooses eis P€riod bccase

GPI S E Cordlnolor, Danc Mofrnqt dlvalng ha &as as shc ls

ttorr*ed bl ttdgtdrpwn, GPI Dmrd ofTrt flu, Prol, Eka Dddc (lefi) otd a GPI

nit 0tgh0 whotccfc @olgne afic &tt

done differeirtly to females, and rclatc

such to hislher daily realities and

honestly see if such discrimination
makes seilte in practicd terms and in

6e opcrieirces in our dailY life'
One ofthe attributes ofhumm bcings

rs ability 6 think and reflect Animals

learn to rePeat things they have becn

taught or programmed to do. It is not

human to onlY do and say, what You

have be€n taught to do md say wi6otrt

rcflecting md criticallY examining md

questioning the rational behind such

practiccs. Whcn you castrally saY 'oh W Strtc

she is just a girl', do you meilr frat she On our pdt as grls md womcn md

hnq no Gye$ edst b'rain, hand$ legS etc. in collaboration with the media, and

u is it becatse Yol hear strch Uferilr€s netwo'rking with othcr NGOs, wc will

WORKSHOP PRESENTATIONS
iltilililtilrffi

from othcrs aound You md yot do Dd (Corillruc on wc e)
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Gombatlng gender.
based vlolence

(Contlnucd from poge t)
continue to rpsearch and document the
various fotms of violencc and educate
gryE and womco to assert their rights
while advocating for lcgd reformifor
the slimination of gcndcr based violence.

We therefore urgc the govemment
at variors lsvels: local, State and Federal
to legislate or review or enforce laws on
harmful traditional practices such as
FGM, wife inheriance, property rights,
bride price and child marriage.
Government should also take the lead in
practicing gender equality and equity in
its struCtures, educational and job
opporfirnities.- - 

We call for judical enqulry into the
reported cases of raPg and
dehrrmanization of women and girls in
the hands of Nigerian soldiers in Rivers

State and Bayelsa and other situations
of conflict aha for rehabilitation and

compensation for all who suffered
brutality. Everyone, Ygung and old has

u-rot. fo play in stopping gender. based

violence. \i'e recommend continuous
diilg,re urith all sectors rather than the

use oT force in a civilian regims'--- 
On this occasior, GPI South East

girti are going to re-enforce this

message ffi.rf,qr-based violence with

d6;";d sings from thtq exPeriences'

Tlr*k you uff ?ot Y91u Patience and for

being here todaY' Y


