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f ENDED the discussion last
I week with a promise to start
I this week od the vital need
for both the Buhari administra-
tion and IPOB (and all separatist
movements and organizations in
the countrv) not fo ienore ra-
tional, conii'ncing idea"s and ar-
zuments in makins their respec-
[ive cases to the ,iatio.r and'the
world, W_ell then, here goes: why
this emphasis on reason, on ra-
tionalism?

This question arises at all be-
cause, as-is well known, both in
the making and the breaking up
of nations, reason or rationalism
plays a weaker, secondary role
to emotion and sentiment. As a
matter of fact, it is usually long
after a nation has been cieatet
or, conversely, broken up, that
the reasons, the iustificatirlns are
found and provided, often long
after the event has taken place.
lndeed, our country is a veiy apt
illustration of this'fact, thii trir-
ism of political history all over
the world. More than a centurv
after our country was created by
Britain in 1914 through the ama[-
gamation of the Ndrthern and
Southern Protectorates of Ni-
geria, we are still hard pressed
to find powerful and insoirins
ideas an'd arguments for the naY
tion's united existence. The emo-
tion and the sentiment, the dream
and the hope are there, but very
few Nigerians know of the fait
that there are written and oub-
lished ideas and argumenti for
the existence and the unity of the
countrv.

Thdsame thine is true of those
who have struggl"ed for either to-
tal or partial separatism in our
country: the emotional and svm-
bolic e-xpressions have been l6ud
and clear, but little is known bv
the public of the fact that powef-
ful ieasons and argumenis have
been advanced for Yts realization.
tn this respect, IPOB stands as a
telLing illu-stration of the divorce
between emotion and reason in
the experience of separatism in
our country. How so7Well, as far
as I know, IPOB has made little
or no references at all to the
Ahiara Declaration of ]une 1969,
even though this is unquestion-
ably one oI the finest dotuments
providing rational ideas and ar-
guments in iustification of seces-
sion withiri Nigeria itself and
from any nation-state in Africa
and the 

-modern 
world.

Please note that this docu-
ment was produced barely six
months before the end of thi: Ni-
geria-Biafra war. This means that
it was produced long after the
declara^tion of seces"sion, pre-
cisely because by that time,
Biafrans had discovered thai
they had to rationally rearticulate
to themselves the justness of their
struggle for survival and the va-
lidity of their claims to beins a
dernocratic and responsi6le
member of the comity o? nations.
Indeed, this is why'the Ahiara
Declaration was/is-such a maq-
nificent historical document: Tt
carefully lays out what was
wrong with Nigeria with a prom-
ise, a vision that those "Nisbrian"
errors and blights would"not be
reproduced iriBiafra. Of course,
whether the vision would have
been fulfilled if Biafra had not
been defeated, whether in fact the
vision had alreadv been comDro-
mised before the lefeat of th6 se-
cessionist new nation is another
mafter entirely.

Fortunatelv or unfortunatelv
for-IIOB, it cdnnot wait for loni
99to.re producing its owi"Ahiara beclarati"on". This is
Deqqle in the months ahead, es-
pecially as its push for a referen-
oum gathers inomentum, IpOB

nolitical elites in seneral. What do
I nr,aZ In answering this question,
I plead: let reason be our gutde.' I find that the government, the
ruline parW and th"e political elites,
from"a'll four corners of the land,
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resources, a frrndamental causative
factor of disuniff in our countrv. I
find that the brohd division within
the ruline partv itseU and the po-
litical elltds ii general between
those who are for a strong center
and those for a loose center is more
imagined than real, that everyone
is in"soverrunmt and in politi& for
persSnal self-enrichmeit, not for
iheir "people", their "frbpt" or their
"natioirality". Most pertinent of all,
I find thaf though in general the
North is for a shong center and a
strong presidency while the South
is for a loose center and a presi-
dencv with ereatlv reduced
soheies of autfioritv'and sover-
elgrty, our politiciais vigorously
pursue these positions only when
ihey are not iir office or power; as
sooh as they become part of an in-
cumbent ailministration or ruling
party, they considerably tonE
down their avowed views and
positions.

Let me exDress this oarticular
trait in concret'e and eraDhic terms.
Thus, of the potiticians from the
North, I say fhat only when they
felt the spe6ter of befuis keDt awav
from the presidenry foia l<ing timtr
on account of the death of Umaru
Musa Yar' Adua did they finallv
accept that a national cofuerenc'e
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will have to provide powerful
and convincihg ratioial arsu-
ments that would be equal, if iot
superior to the achieverirent of the
Ahiara Declaration and of rel-
evance to the contemporarv sifu-
ation in Nigeria and^ the ivorld.
This is asstiming that IpOB in-
tends to achievE its soals and
objectives through a reTerendum,
a plebiscite andiot throueh war.
In a plebiscite or a refer6ndum,
you have to win both the hearts
and the minds of the people of
"Biafra" and also of the ivorld.
That being the case, it remains to
be seen whether or not the fed-
eral government itself - specifi-
cally, the Buhari administladon
and the APC - deems it necessarv
at all to provide rational and cod-
vincing ideas and arguments to
counter what IPOB-and other
separatist or devolutionarv move-
ments and organizati6ns are
saymg at the present time.

This is the-heart of the matter
because so far, nothing that has
come from the governm"enton this
issue has sho*n that it has the
ability, the will or the good faith
to meet this crucial obliEation. In-
deed, I contend that thd time has
come forNigerians and the whole
world to ask the Buhari adminis-
tration and the APC to provide
the rationale, the ideas, tfie areu-
ments and the vision for the c6n-
tinued existence and unity of our
country. In very concrete terms,
beyonil the empty and almosi
meaningless abstraction of the
inviolability of Nieerian unitv.
what do thti governinent and tlie

APC have to say to those who
want to make an exit from Nieeria
and those,like the "Arewa V6uth
Forum", that have ordered Isbos
living and working in the lrlorth
t9 le^aye the regioi by a certain
date? Do the goiremmi:nt and the
APC themselves have a unified
position, a rational and convinc-
ing vision for the unity and con-
tinued existence of our countrv
in the modern world urorr,&which all the members oi
Buhari's cabinet and the leaders
of the APC can be united?

The answer to this last oues-
tion is, as most Nigerians either
I.o* or suspect, a ringrng ,,No,,.
beyond routine invoiatlons ofthe unity and indivisibilitv of
Nigeria, the Buhari adminidtra_
tion and the ApC have, so far, had
nothing of substance'to teli Ni_
gerians and the world. On what
basis am I making this very alarm_
rng claim? Well,in the fir'st place.
I take it that if there was indeed avision, a rationale for Nieerii,s
c-ontinued existence and "unitv.
the government and the Apt
[Til'ff $tl.,,iffi in:Til:i:woild. to keep Scotland in the
United Kingdoin, the British eovl
ernm-ent had to campaiqn h"ard.
it had_to convince the'ft8ts th;ili
would.!e much better fo. them-to
stay w_ith and rn the United Ki.;_
dom than to leave. But the Buha?
administr-ation and tn"-ept-Gi
no such.obligatiory no such;G;:
1ng need, even in the face of uiount_
1nB yaves of disuni$ in the coun_
try. Far more cmcial;far;or;-dis_

turbing is the fact that we know
that between different or diverse el-
ements and forces within the sov-
emment and the ruling party fiere
are substantial differdntes bn the
question of Nigerian unity and
contin-ued corforate exis[ence,
even if there his never been anv
concerted efforts by politicians iir
office or power to addiess these dif-
ferences or contradictions within
their ranks.

. At this stage in the discussion,
let me pallse, dear readers and
compatriots, to confess that as I

turing and genuine federalism are
not hrcicallv made bv those in of-
fice; aird il lhev are rirade at all bv
such politician6, they are made n<it
thunderouslv but with a whimoer.
Finally, the folticians of the Soittr-east: their charses of

tion, of a'$azobia tri-
pod" that has had only two legs
since the end of the Nigeria-BiaFa
war are made not as matters of
principle but as barqainine posi--tions for the spoils df pow"ei andoffice. I

Of course, since Nigeria is bie-
ger than the twoleggeil "Wazobla
tripod", the contr-a?ictions and
challenges of Nigerian unitv are
multiple and di-verse. In 5ther
words, we are talkins not of a seo-
political centipede brit a mili#det
As I observed in last week,s iie.".
IPOB thinks of Niseria in terilrs of
three "nationalitie-s" only: Arewa,
liafra and Oduduwa. Iideed, al-
though he is not completelv silent
about the fact of Biafri's mrilti-eth-
nic identity, only very rarelv does
Nnamdi Kanu"talk bf thdother
"nationalities" within the South_
east and South-south zones, the
geographical and demosraphic
focus of his ambitions and?es1ires.

t *;oi**ff#fffifr?T.x*
tessentially Nieerian.

We cannot 6f course eet rid of
or ignore the "Wazobiaritriooa;-
tsut neither can or must we 6e .*
stricted to it when the subiect-of
discussion is the q"usu"" iiii.il_
gena's unity and corporate exist_

ff',f,"ffiffiT:fli:1ff,*xchoice between 
" U.ot".r-t itr"J

and.a mere millipea" *toie'sIuI
rus.-lfr the hierarifiy of nature is
well- below the soarihg ski"sof tn"bald eagle, our natioX;i-r-dt;i?
Yes and no. This will be ttie start_ing point in next week,i;;"1"d_
mg essay in the series.
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t.fHIS was the conduding Para-
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get rid of, or ignore the "Wazobian
Hood". But neither can or must we
Uei-rtti.t"a to it whm the subject of
dirussion is the question of Niger-
ia's unitv and corp<iraE existence. Are
*e cau'eht on the horns of the di-
lemma 6f there being no choice be-
tween a broken t iPod and a mere
millioede whose sthtus in the hier-
archi, of nature is well below the
soar(ne skies of the batd eagle, our
nationtl symbol? Yes and nb. This
will be ttie starting Point in next
week's concluding essaY in the se'
ries".

WeIl then for starters in this con-
cludins piece in the series, what are,
respecEielv, the "Yes" and the "No"
resbonses [o the loaded question of
thti dilemma of there being no
choice between a broken tripod with
only two legs and a millipeile whose
fattiis to crdwl and foraeb for food in
the undererowth of thiearth? I am
of course Xssuming that most of the
readers of this piece and of the series
to which it belongs, know exactly
what these metaphors stand for: the
triood as an imhee for the domi-
r,ahce of the thre"e biggest ethnic
srouDs on the African continent in
il're ti.r-ur, and demographic com-
oosition of Nieeria; the millipede as
i rope for thE faci that bedide the
big three, the country's demographic
identity is made up,literally, of hun-
dreds upon hundieds of ethnicities.
However, given the possibility that
a younger generation of readers and
compatriots might not have the lived
experience thalwould conduce to a
ri& and nuanced oerceotion of what
these metaphors bf thb triood and
the millipede stand for, a quick gloss
or explanation mieht be usefirl.

Thrs, *e couldstart from the lit-
tle-known fact that Nigerian feder-
alism dates back to th6 early 1950s
when the three bie reeiond of the
North, the East ant UiWest came
into being. Please take note, dear
readers and compatriots, that even
though the Nigerian nation-state
came into eistence when the North-
em and Southem Protectorates were
amalgamated in 1914, Nigerian fed-
eralism does not date back to that
event; it dates from the earlv Fifties
of the last century when limiled self-
rule under colonialism besan to oave
the way for independenEe und frl
nationhood in 1960. Please note also
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tionary group or movement repre-
sents this residual metaphoric Dower
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As I have stated manv times in
this series, for IPOB, theri: are onlv
three "nations" in Nieeria: Biafri.
Oduduwa and Arewa.Since IpOB is
not one jot interested in Nieerian
feieralisin, it may be argueE that
what the secessiohist orq"anization
thinks on the matter should not con-
cem us. But it is also the case that
beyond [POB, mostgroups and indi-
viduals vigorousl! debating the
thomy and convoluted issueJ sur_
rgun4ing Nigerian federalism today
also fuaw on the tripod metaohoi.
some.explicitly, others implititlvi
:omg rn support, others in reiectioir.
tsor mstance, the regionalidts and
zonal advocates of b"oUr Ure South-
west and the so-called ,,core North,,
(Northwest and Northeast) for-the
most part base themselves on ver_
srons of the Wazobian triood.
., The. "rejectionists,, a're mostly
tnose who never in the first place ai_
cepted either the validity o.'the ,se_
runess gt the nipod metaphor as an
appropnate representation of where

as metaphors, whether large or small,
do not in themselves conduce to vi-
able and equitable federalism. The
recognition and acceptance of this
limitation of metaphbr - all meta-
phors - nudges us tbwards a radical
critique of the (existine) politics of
Nigehan federalism of #hich we can
9$y provide the barest outline in
uus Ptece.

In our construction of such a cri-
tique, we could besln bv askine the
qqple question: who or'zahat arE the
tederating units ln and of the Niee_
rian nation? The same question corild
be posed and is indeed often poseJ
to other federal or confederal nitions
of the world. Here,let us restrict our-
selves to Nigeria. For the sreat ma_
igrity gf all the groups andYndividu-
?ts writrng about md/or strueeline
tor true and just federalism fiiouY
coun$y today, the answer to this
guresugll rs unequivocally this: the
teoeratrng units or entiti-es are the
ethruc. groups or nationalities that
we-re there, thathave been there lons
before "Nigeria" arrived on the scenE
othlstory as a multi-ethnic supra_na_

Httff'#ffi{,ffirH'iiHffi1T
glestioning the aalidity of this view,
we mustnonetheless duestion isad_
equaly.. Wt y? Because in the modem
wond, m all post_tribal societies of
the recent past and the contemporarv
present, federating units and dntitid
rncruoe workers representing them_
selves as workers; businessrfren and

the ultimate guarantors of nation's
food needs. There is indeed a ohilo-
sophical or "theoretical" basis fbr this
expanded view of the representation
of federating units in ail the nations
in the moddm world and it is this:
the fundamental, irreducible units
and entities that come together to
"federate" in all the sociEties and
nations of the modem world are hu-

have now or a successor nation+tate
brouehtinto beineafter the last talks,
ttre list olebiscit# mav have ended
the life ina times of Oie country we
now have?

If these ouestions seem to indi-
cate thatl anieither dispensing with
or downplavine the sinnificance of
languag^e(s), " ethnicity qnd
indieeneitv as reDresentational or
"fedEratini" vecto'rs, let me quickly
disoel that-idea. Nieerians areho dif-
ferent from the resiof humanity: we
draw our identities frorn the
language(s) that we speak; our home
towns; the places where we were
bom and hate made our permanent
residences; myths, legends and sym-
bols of ancestry, cultural achieve-
ment, civic pride and breakthroughs
in moral and intellectual insights.
These will endure and for as long as
they do, we will be locked into the
competing metaphoric struggle be-
tween resonances of the Wazobian
tripod and the centioede or the mil-
lip^ede. But the time has come to con-
siderably broaden the terms, the vec-
tors of the representational or "fed-
erating" units and entities. We must
I argue, now dd the vector of. pru
duction.I could add other indices like
gender and age, but for now will
limit myseU in the present discus-
sion onlv to - producfoon. In particu-
lar, I wiSh to ehd with a brief dirus-
sion of how an emphasis on produc-
tion, side bv side witn e*micitv and
language(sf, would substantiafy re-
duce the exdusion of sufferine-and
povgrty from the central place Ent it
ought to occupy in current debates
ou"l fs,clslalism in our countrv.

Very briefly then, let us'beein
with the well-known fact that fre
waste and mismanage our national
wealth and resources on a monurnerr-
tal scale. The looting, the
squandermania is colosial and
probably without equal in the
whole wbrld. Absolutilv withort
any exception, the eliteiof all the
ethnic groups, big and small, of the"tripo{' arid the" "millipede" for-
mations, are involved in these
monumental acts of dispossession
of our_p_eoples in every inch of the
land. Wheie "ethnici*" is the ba-
sic and perhaps the 6nly basis of
determining the "federatins,, enti-
ties, in the hame(s) of theiiethno-
nationalities, these elites primarilv
if not exclusively, repres6nt ther(-
selves and their 6wn'interests. This
is why, dear readers and compa6i-
ots,. ttre poverty and the sufferine
ot the masses of our peoples havE
!ot/ so far, featured piominentlv in
debates and struggl6s over."rtfui-
Iurrng and true and just federalism
T our country. The iirclusi on of pro_
ductrcn as a vector of federalism witt

rMarket women in the marketplace of ideas
federalism? - when will they become active participants in the debates over Nigerian
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