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7T \ his Forum is about "Re-lnventing

I Globalization." This theme is seen

-I- as appropriate for discussing
women's rights and development at this

plnehtl
s

injustices, male dominance and po*r, inl
interpersonal relationships, and other f;;
of inequalities between women and men,
within nations and among nations as
documented in the various contemporary

UNDP's Human Development Index, have

been the results of failure to invest in sociar

development.

Gurrent'neo-l iberal develo
Fem:inist alternative

_ lPresentation by Bene Madunagu, Chairperson, Girls' Power Initiative and Coordinabr,
DAWN Anglophone Africa, at the opening plenary session of All/ID'S 9th Internstionqt Forum

on Women's Rights and Development in Mexico, October 3-6, 2002

Preamble: political will, derived from this strength to
accepttheir rights to determine the choices

they need and have to make in life in order
to influence the direction of self-fulfilling
chance through the individual and
collective efforts. Women empowerment
also means women's capacity to gain
control over their bodies their lives and the
power, materials and other resources for
sustaining these changes.

This definition of empowerment is at
the same time, the central thesis of my
presentation. My consideration of feminist
alternatives to the current neo-liberal
model of development will derive from this
thesis of radical activism to effect
fundamental changes rather than reformist
conciliatory advocacy actions that do not
challenge the status quo.

Globalization lays emphasis on economic

stage of world history.
I will resist the temptation of going into

definitions. For instance, how can I satisfy
participants at this forum with my
definition of globalization?

The definition of globalization is
varied. First, it varies with one's
geographical location since the reality it
manifests on people differs in this regard.
It varies on the basis of sex, since females
largely, but unwittingly, accept their
characterization of being the most
vulnerable, the poorest of the poor and the
most marginalized segment of world
community. The perception and definition
also vary between the rich and the poor. It
varies within countries and,among

lcountries. It also varies on ideological
grounds, etc. It could have been a
herculean task for me to accept the
invitation to address issues on this topic, if
I did not find the marginal line of
commonality in this structured and
unstructured mesh of diversities.

My saving premise, however, is that I
found one word "feminist" which although
with its own diverse definitions - Radical,

Socialist, Marxist, African, Existentialist,

ietc - still shares important parameters of
Women, Rights and Gender. Hence, I
created the niche out of this complex and

that is to look at women's rights through

the niche of women's empowerment, the

magic wand that has itself been bastardised

by the forces of globalization. My own

definition of women empowerment, which

informs this presentation, is that it is the

ability of women to re-discover and

increase their own self-reliance and internal

stren h and the men tal soc ial and

Introduction: An overview:
Permit me to digress a bit to present the
tip of the lens of women's realities to
enable us to seek for the right alternatives
to solve the problems. The current
deteriorating levels of poverty, violence
against women, gender discrimination, and

growth for the Southern hemisphere and

conspicuous consumption for the North,

through the market system of governance,

As observed by Antrobus (2001), ,,in 
the

1960's the state played the major role in

promoting the well - being of the majority

of people in developing countries. Poverly

reduction was at the centre of development

planning and there was an emphasis on an I

approach to development which was broad-

based and integrated."
Much research and documentation as

well as debates on globalizalion have

focused on macro-level issues such as

delineating how globalization can and

should be measured, the impact of

globalization on the sovereignty of the

nation state, etc. (Zine Magubane, 2001).

References to impact of globalization on a

micro-level rarely goes deep on the impact

on the lives of poor women everpvhere'

Women often get subsumed under "people

living in poverty," rural or urban poor as

articulated by Dembele ( I 999). The

fundamental goal of globalization is to lay

the ground for the total domination of the

world economy by gianl multinational

corporations and international financial

speculators. Hen,ce, glob alization is

essentially about the absolute and

indisputable freedom of markets to

determine all essential economic, financral

and social decisions around the world, such

(Continued on Page 11)
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as investment. exchange and interest rates;employment and incolre Jiltriuution.

The essence of globalization is, thustbe promotion of unfettered capital
lol.Tnts, the removal of .ny fo;';iprotection for local industri.r, ifi.maximum deregulation of labou, ,.rf.rir,
the privatisation of a[ economic and social
activities where the state still has u ,i.f..,
and the adoption of globat-free t .d. .ni
open market competition.

. -For 
the pursuit of these objectives ofglobalization, state controls and

intervention of any kind had to be
destroyed-the phenomenon now described
as the "weakening of the state." This
"rnarketization of governance" (Taylor,
2000) results in the partiat or iot.i
privatizarion of public services like health,
education, transportation, and public
utilities like electricity and water supplies,
particularly in African countries.
According to Aina ( 1996) and Dembele
( I 998), the overall resulr has been a
widening gap, deterioration in the quality
of the remaining public services; the decay
in basic infrastructure, most of which are
in disrepair, increased poverty and
vulnerability for millions of citizens -

mostly women - in both urban and rural
8re8s.

ln thc 1980s many countries of the

South, experimented with the World Bank

snd lnternational Monetary Fund (lMF)

perception of Structural Adjustment
Programmes (SAps) *frJ.f., started thecurrent erosion of human well-being,almost throughout the Southern
hemisphere. But SAps came into existencewithin the socio _ political context ofpatriarchy, neo-coloniat globalization, n.*foryl of imperialism and capiialist
exploitation which already placed women
in a huge social clisadvantugl; (Madunagu,
2001). SAPs' most devastating impa.t *u,
on the average family income, the primary
institution of women oppression and
exploitation. By the late 19g0s, the
consequences of SAps as well as
opposition and protests to SAps were all
too evident. SAPs represented the first step
in the process of many countries of the
South losing the capacity to maintain and
reproduce themselves.

Furthermore, in the aftermath of the
independence of African countries in the
second half of the 20th century, the
erstwhile colonialists could not tolerate the
eventuality of simultaneously losing
territories and resources that were vital for
the survival of their home countries. So,

they designed the vicious but subtle
policies through the World Bank and IMF
to tighten and sustain their political and

economic control over their colonies. They
also tightened their linguistic imperialism

through the colonial language of French

and English to maintain their divide and

rule tactics. This has continued to pose

challenges in the solidarity of African
women feminists. In addition new forms

of religious fanaticism are being

introduced, financed and marketed widely

in our poor communities under the cloak

of globalization to sedate the people

particularly, women and majority of our

people against every drive for critical

consciousness and resistance (Madunagu

and Aken'ova, 2001)'

information technologies are only
affordable by a few in the r.*L
communities receiving these degrading
products. In the same vein, clean watei
clean environment, health serrice,
education and other social services, are
globalized out of the reach of poor women
and men

rent neo-liberal
poge I0) developrnent,

Globalization and womenrs health I

Ninety-nine per cent (ggi%) of 'maternal
deaths occur in developing countries,
where fewer then fifty'per ibnt (50%) of
women give bilths in health-care faciliiies,
In the rural areas, where health services
are scare, pregnancy complications canndt
be properly managed. It is scandalous that
this is the case in ZOOZ when most
governments in developing countries have
established elaborate policies and
programmes on safe motherhood. Such
policies are good and affordable, but'why
have they not worked in nearly two (2) I

decades of "implementation?"
More than three million of the five

million people who were newly infected
with HIV in 2001 live in sub-Saharan
Africa, according to UNAIDS. In a study
in 2001, it was'found that HIV was six
times more prevalent in women than in
men. Yet, no commensurate actions have

been taken to address this burden.

American President, George W. Bush's

version of globalization appears to be "A
war against women and the poor." We

thought we won the battles of Vienna

1993, Cairo, lgg(,Beijing, 1995 andtheir

+ 5s. But'hold it. How about the neo'SAPs cdrne info
qcistE,,tcc within th. socio

- political conlexf of
pabiarchb ncruolonial'gl&listiorv 

nclw f'*"
Zf inperialism and
i ap ita list cx 7 loitation
wiich abvadY Placed
t torotc.n in a hrgc *ial
ditadwnlaf

Incidentally, while this "opium of the

people-religiosity'is widening and

deeiening, and producs such as second.

hand, environmentally - destructive'

refrigerators and desuuctive technologies

are being globalized, computers' new

Bushian ideology of terrorphobia; of
repressive international policies, that have

turned all these gains upside down? What

of the global gag rule forbidding any funds

to support health services that as much as

offer-information on abortion services for

girls and women who need it? How about

ihe efforts to eliminate all contraception

except abstinence and the rhythm method'

whiletheviolentsexualcrimeofrapeand
human trafficking is on the increase? Have

we asked ourselves why although it has

(Conttnued on Page 12)
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Gurrent neo-liberal development
(Continue from page II)
been shown that abortion is one of theof_"rt surgical procedures _ even l0 timessafer than childbirth _ it continues toreceive such opposition, including
harassment, physicar violence and threats
to providers? Even where such unwanted
pregnancies originate from rape committed
by professed celibate priests, the opposition
is still mounted againsi the ;,Holy,,
pregnancies? To whom do we address our
advice on raising awareness about
violations of women's rights? Would these
oppositions remain if men were the ones
having to make the choice of abortions?
How do we raise our sons and other boys
in our lives to learn about respecting

crimes and crimes against humanity in the
governing statutes ofthe court. The court's
jurisdiction was scheduled to take effect
from July l,z}Oz,but the Bushian ideology
would not accept justice for,women,

By May 6, t\e multi,facpted yet dumb
form of globali_zation of War Against
Women renounced the treaty which
President Clinton signed in 2000. The
preference of this terrorist anti-women
tendency is for ad hoc tribunals of the
Rwanda and Yugoslavia-type which Bush
would convene to protect his imperialist
soldiers against the rights ofwomen. When
shall we take charge of our lives? Should
we remain peacemakers when anti
women ideology has been globalized to our
doorsteps? Will qupplication, advocacy
and lobby, change these inhuman attacks
on women?

religion, etc. But we are united in the
exploitation that all women suffer thecapitalist neo-liberal, post-modernist
process of globalization on the Uuri, oi
being female. This gives us the ,ignt oi
collectively developing strategies .g.l.ri
gender discrimination, exploitutiol uni
pbverty.

WE KNOW: That gender inequality,
patriarchy and the male-value system,
male-institutionalized structures, culture
and tradition under globalization have
worsened the devaluation of women,s
contribution, inequality in remuneration
patterns, denial of full citizenship to
women and being seen as "the other" in
the society.women's right and accepting

responsi bi I iti es for their sexual behavi ours,
thereby effectively reducing the need for
abortion?

With justification, we rejoiced and
celebrated when the required number of
nations ratified the treaty creating the
International Criminal Court (lCC). The
hardwork of feminist advocates led to the
inclusion of rape, sexual slavery, enforced
prostitution, forced pregnancy, enforced
sterilisation and sexual violence as war

What kinds of development alternatives
do feminists want?
BASIC PRINCIPI-ES: WE, ADMIT:
That women do not form a homogenous
group, just as men don't. We are
diversified by economic and political
contexts, by age, race, class, culture,
tradition, language, ethnicity, ideology,

WE OBSERVE: That although it took a

world conference to roll back the slogan

of "women's rights are human rights', it

will remains a slogan since 1993 which

means that feminists have to more

forcefully demonstrate that all women are

human beings. It is not and has never been

a "Man's World." It is and should be a

world for all human beings in mutual and

equal interactions with the environmcnt.

WE NOTE: That everywhere, even among

male allies, many people stand against

every feminist aspiration and notion of

equality. For them, gender equality is ju$

a slogan on paper, not for implententation,

never to be ach ieved in Practical
experiences.

WE ALSO NOTE: That there are many

women, educated and not so educated, who

still consciously feel obliged to ftrlfil their

"trdditional obligations" of submitting to

male power in their relationship, blind by

the belief of b'enefiting from the

"protection" that this offers. We have a

job in assisting such people to ovcrcome

the diseasc of false-consciousness'

Ou r strength and opportunities in

struggling for alternatives:

Fidelio Omonu||,o, Presiden t of the GPI Benin Centre of Alumni
a

1

Associofion, presents her oddress ot the last groduates forum
a

ln Benm City (Conti,nued on page 3
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Feminism was not created at thebeginning of life on.;;. Feminist
struggles .roly:g our.of the specific social,

:,:Irr1t, potiticat unJ'economic
cr rcumstances of oppressive capital ist moOe
of development. Thur, feminism represents
the ideological response to the social
contradictions of capitalist exploitation,
power and production relations coupled with
patriarchal hegemony, with women beingthe most exploited, dominated uni
oppressed.

_ We are gathered here by virtue of our
feminist struggles, our feminist alliances
within nations and between nations, joining
f9r9es with exploiters in their game Uy Ueinl
global in our pursuit of gender and social
justice, the end point of feminist struggles.
But then, this is not the first but the 9th of
the forum. We have made gains in the last
decade in global policy, but the architects
of globalization have no intention of
implementing such policies. It therefore,
becomes clear that the only effective
alternative is redirecting our energies
practically working with us, between us and

for us along with our allies in creating
popular democratic models of development

oriented towards peoples' well-being, with

gender and social justice informing policies.

Feminists have. Ro option but to apply

their force consciously for radical and

fundamental social, political and economic

changes and not just reformist palliatives'

The key to re-inventing globalization

lies in radical popular demooracy'

I thank you all for you patience' I once

againexpress my gratitude to the organisers

fi giving me this opportunity to share my

thoughts and convictions with you'
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