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I)nWN is. DAWNisanr*"r,ym uihidl
Kanya.
Women which took place in Nairobi, sexusrity, scxurl sndstands for Development AIternatives

DAWN publishes a newsletter Reproductive Healthwi0r Women for a New Era.
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DAWN is an autonomous inter- DAWN INFORI/I., three times a

which is the networking tool for its
year and Right, md Gendrrregional organisation of southern

women schotars, researchers and
members. .fustice.

actlvists. DAWN. acts as a network and
In addition, DAWN has produced

:r t':tlttlr st which advocatcs alternative
severall publications that contain -rai

development processes that emphasise
alternative developmant paradigms to

-political econmy

Uro basic survival neds ofthe majority
structural adjustment policies, - social repnoduction, rcpnoemivc

of the umrld's people particularly third
populations policies etc... presently, rights, sexiatity mil gendcr justico.

DAWN is focusing on fou research We are gaftenedh€re inAhrapatacc

programme areas namely; Hotel Douala, ts DAWN African
DAWN bases its analysis on

*orld womcn and their children

onsultetion witr \romen living i
Odrd uorld and their experiences for

sustainable livelihoods rgsonal members, rtsourte persons md

political restnrcturing and social activists in relation to the fourth

transformation programme area ofDAWN above. T-his

is part of the DAWN procesl to assess

post-ICPD policies. I[Ie are here from a

few countries in Africa, namely

r;ffi:TfrffiIftrl,mx
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Cairo ry@dais iryortant to us in

that it emphasisod thp importance of,'

social develop,mdnt policieg but went

considerably beyond that throu$ is
e,mphdsis oo reproductive and ssrnul

rights reProductivc and sexual healtb

gcndcr cqualitY and womcn'

rl to inform policy changes

I

T I
TI I T

fldc| on lottnsY 6 1999
I

TERNAilONAL
CONFERENCES

IN

lr slc D{rnN xdng ;t&*ta*PeteaALru Polae

coPowc,tmcot

on



PAGE t2

(Contd.from page ll)

-^_ltr.ady DAWN has assessed post-
ICPD potcies in southe,ln countries ofBolivia, Brazil, Nicaragrra, Indonesia
Vietram, Laos, Camboai.,' ililipfi;;
and Fiji. This is the attempt to add
African reglon to the list in ordcr to come
up with strategies that would be relevant
to our hope that African govemments
are making efforts at comprehensive
women's health policy reforms to reduce
the high maternal mobility and mortality
rates due to unsafe abortion.

Unsafe abortion was identified in
Cairo as a major public health concern in
paragraph 8.25. It states that women
should have access to services to
manage the complications of unsafe
abortion under all circumstances in
which it is not against the law. ln the
Beijing plat-form for action paragaph
l06k , it added that member states should
consider reviewing existing punitive
legislation with respect to abortion.

We are also drawing attention to the

provision in chapter VII of the ICPD
documpnt defining reproductive rights

as thE right to make reProduction
decisions and violence. The chapter

also stated that reproductive health

services (including sexual health and

family planning) should be linked to the

pnmary health abortion fee (where it is
not against the law), heating

tract infections, sexuallY

transmitted diseases, and infertilitY, in

additiontomaternalandchildhealth
services and cot'nselling men and youth

for resPonstble sexual behaviour'

We are also looking at the emPhasis

in ICPD agreements on PartnershiP,

monitoring and accountabilitY

mechanisms. In Parttcular, we refer to

ICPD Puagraqh 15 8 which states <<

governments and ntergovernmentalI

organlsations; ln dialogue with non-

governm ental organisations and local

GIRIS'

for their decision-making and facilitrtc
the contribution that oon-gorernment
organisations can make at all levclr
towards firrding solutions to populatim
and development concerns and, in
particular, to ensure the imple,melrtatim
of the present programme of action.
Non-governmental organisations
should have a key note in national and
international development processcs.
$imilsly paragaph 15.9 re-affirms that

essential moves and participation of
women's organisations in the design
and development programmes.
lnvolving women at all levels, especially
the managerial level, is critical to meetr.g
the objectives and implementing the
present prograrnme of action>>.

In the DAWN case studies so far,
positive changes have occurred where
there has been a clear case of
parherships, gender equity and equality
and accountability in the implementation
process.

Finally, the United Nations has

started the process of assessing what
has been achieved by way of
implementing the recommendations of
the IC PD of 1994. This is the Cairo + 5

process. There has been regional
consultations with NGOs. One of this

took place in Dakar, Senegal from the

l3th to l6th December, 199E. In
February, 1999, there will be an NGO

fonrm and a youth fonrm prcceding the

governmental meeting in the Hague. A
ipecial session of the UN Commission

oo fopulation and Development will
hold in New York from March 22nd to

30th, lggg and the final mccting would

be the special session of thc IJN general

AssemblY in late June, l9DD'

Governmeots havc bGGo aPPcalcd to

for them to include NGOS and wotrlco

activists with a Programmc of
reproductive health and righb agcodq

in tneir delegations to the various

thb modry ir rprt! hDaru lnrGr! hrvo ba rlrdr bc dd-
ctNGOFarn;ttc to:

Reroruccr rod rdvocrcy: rforr
Poptrlrim Actio tnnrntnl CAX,ir thc orgmirsha bcal poh. ' -'
ICPD ettoc in prrcticc ... Inrliln+ldr3
policies and rcrtrieoq ufroc pcd
Case Internrtionrl GCI) ir ttl
oganisatimal focd point
Rights ... Rhaoric ro reality: Wtco
International Plrnncd puoo0ood
Fedcration (IPPF) is &c oqnirlirnrl
focal point.
Links bcnrccn rcproductivc hcrh\
empowerment whcre DAWN ir thc
focal point.
Partnerships: wherc, hcrlth,
cmpowerment, rights rnd
accountability, (IGRA) b thc focrl
point.

Tbns, this is a vsry importmt moaing
where the outcome has relcvance not
only in the Cairo + 5 proccss but also in
the well-being and lives of millions of
women, men and childrcn in thc third
world. ./

In conchsion, "we undcrstmd C&o
to mean that the scxual and rqro&rctive
health of people is detcrmincd by thc

conditions in which they livc; poverty

or wealth and growing incquitY; and

their ability to exercise that thc

implementation of the Caho Programmc

of Action is only possible with grcEter

partnershiPs to overcome the

constraints of inequity, incquality'

injutice and lack of accountability. The

detcrmination of what these concepts

mean and as theY are realised must

include womeo's diversc perspcctives"'

This was the consensus agreement of

over 200 women from all regions of the

world from the Cairo + 5 tmRA mecting

in Cocoyoc, Mexico from 15 - 18

Nove,mbcr, 1998. We in DAWN werc

put of this concensus.
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commtrnitY grouPs' and in full respect
meetings.

In the Cairo + 5 of which I thank you all for your attention


