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De-col.onisat-ion and neo-colonialisrn

by

Curtjs Joseph

the orjgins of colonialism

Modern colorrialism started with the discovery of t.he sea

rout.es round Africa and to the new world during the

fjft.eenth and slxteenth centuries by Europeans. The

sout.hern coast of Africa was 'discovered' in I4BB and

Amer jca j n 1492. Hithert-o, colonialisln had centered arouncl

Lhe Mediterranean. With these hisLorical 'discoveries' sea

power, trade routes and colonialisrn were divertecl froni t_he

Medjterranean to t"he ALlan'cic and Lo t-Lre energ.ing

nat-ion-states of ['rance, England, portugal, Spain, Belgium

and Lhe I'let-hcrlands.

Rrrtu<gal took the l.eacl inthe new thrust inLo ttre Arnericas

and /tfrica, followed by S6raln, and by the sixteenth cenLury

had built up co.l-onial enqrires jn the Anericas. Other

Ltrop€an powers followed. ilhe emigration of peoples from

Europe in all directions opened more areas of colonisaliotr

l-o the lfast, l,lorth Africa, sul-r-saharan Africa and soulh of
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the Sahara.

As u"iual colonial wars followed. rt" has often been olrservec]

th.:b Llr4rires, colonial.ism and oppression of ulan by nan in

any f.ornr, res;ult- i n wars ancl nnss;i vr-' tles;t.ru<,-t. j orr of I ives

and civi lizations.

De-colonisaLion after 1945

t}arly j n lrebruary of 1945 t.he leaders of the USSR, U$A and

BriLain in early February 1945 nret in yalta, Crimea. A

rleclaraLion, popularly known as Lhe yalla Declaratjon v/as

announced, which laid the foundal-ions of l-he Unjl_ed Nations

OrganisaLion. Here is part. of t,he declaraLjon, Clause IV:

We are resolved upon t.he earliest possible
establishment wjLh our allies of a general
jnt.ernabional organisat-jon to nnintain preace and
security. We believe Ltrat. thjs is essent-ial, boLh t_o
prevent aggression and to renpve the political,
econonrj.c and social causes of war through the close
and cont,inuing collaborration cf all peace loving
peoples.

This declaraLion was duly signed by Winslon Churchill for

IlriLajn, Franklin Roosevelt for the USA ancl Josef SLaljn for

t.he US.SR. flowever one judgr:s t.tre sincerity of tliese nat_iolis

in their atLempts tr: rennve ttre poliLical., econoinic and

socjal causes of war |'Ig45 rnarkecl Lhe beginning of a bolcl

step Lowards de-colonisal-ion" In Lhjs year Lhe Uniterl

I'latiorrs cctme into being.
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De.-col.onisaLion: America anrl Bri t.ai n

Aner i ca

Ilre serics of events thal leacl t.o American independence was

a greal contribution Lo de-colonisatjorr. Oltrer Fturclpean

colonies in t-l-re weslern henrispherre became conscious, ancl

rntty of them were assjsLed b), Lhe Ilnjterl St.al-es of .tunerjca

to gain independence. Ancl ilre tir-ict-rine enunciaLed l_ry Jam€s

Monroe, (president 1817-1825) systennlical]y phased Ll:r.pean

coloniali^st_s out of the Americas.

1'he main irnport of Lhe doctrine was 'Anerica for t-he

Ainericans'" lrhis was aft-er nrore .states lracl been acquired

eii:her by conquesL or by purchase erricr recogniljon of nowry

free Latin Arnerican counlries w-hici-r were former ,spanisl)

coLonies in cenLral and ..iourt-h America. The clocl-rine slai-ed

that any fuLure aLtelrpL by European priwers t. gain inf.l.uence

in any part- of Lhe Arnerican cont-inerrts woulci be considereci

'dangerous Lo our peace ancr securiLy'" llhis tioctrirre wa.s

re-affirnted in 1845 and 1848. rt- was invokeci in Lhe dispui_e

wil-,h France about I'lexico in 1866 and witlr l3ritain about

venezualan bounclary in 1895. Tae foregoing was l-o serve as

insp,riration to people struggl.irrq for irrdelN:nclence in laLer

year-s. Ironjcally Lhe United SLat.es has nore recenLly

becoire a suppurt"er of ct,lonial-ism. For exarple, when r-he

vir:tnamese defeaLed French colorrialism bhe us t_ool< over arrcl

louqlrt Lhe Viet-namese for thirty years.
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Bri t-ai n

At t.he tine of t_tie yalta cleclaralion, Brit_ain was l-he

leadi.g colonial power in trre worlcr. so Lhe process of
< e-colonisaL.on resLed most-ly on her" stre was in consull-at_iorr

wit-h America. They saw an obstacle in r-he svieb prosition

reqarding col.onialism, rigirt from t.he t.ine Lhre Bolshevil<s

took over fronr czarist Russia. rL st-artecl when the &rsleviks

seL free all t.lie former Russian coloirjes and went upr to llre
tinre of Lhe yalt_a Declarat.ion.

rf colonialisnr and inperialism are callses of war, clearly
the renovar or aboliLior"r of the 'po1itica1, economic and

social causes of war' is incompatible wiLh pr:esidi^g over an

enpire on which ttre sun never sets. r,rany Bribish coronies

had start-ed calring for inciepenclence. rhey hacr borrowed a

lot from Lhe Anerican experic.nce. Even in the author,s

counLry, Nlgeria, rtaxation wjt-irout represent_al-ion' iracj

surfaced in t-i're grievances about colonlalism, which was one

of the slogans used by Lhe Amerjcan colonies.

world ophion was rnounting against colonialisl,. Triie

different colonised count_ries were qoing reslless.

Brit,ainrs favoured m,el-hocl of colonialisrn was Lo 'divicle arncl

rule'which oft.en left the eventual ex-colony in a sl_al_e of
di sutri Ly.

For instance ,in Nigeria, l-he colonial conquest- t.ook

clifferent forns in differcnt- areas where i-he people irad

fornre<l mini-enpires anel reJrublican frcxs of -qovernnent. frr

1"900 l.tigcria was creaL-ed and t.he union ,Iacl< was unfurlr:ci
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over jt- as a British colony with t_ire Nort.h and Sout.tr

J-rrovinces aclmini.stered t-hrough direct. ancl inrlirect. rules

respect_iveLy. In 1914 there was an amalgannt"ion. Though

rslam <-lonrinat.eci the NorLtr ancl (lrri sl-i ani Ly in tlre south, lhe

people lived peacefully together and int-er-marriecl. Bul_ when

t.Lrc time drew to relinquish itreir colonial control, Lhey

ciecided to creat-e a three re<gional sLrucLure based on l_hree

rnjor t-ribes. Nr:rth for l{ausa-!'u1ani, hlest fclr yorubas and

Ilast. for rl"ros. This was the beginning of Nigerian sorrows.

Ilhere was a civil war six and a half years afl-er

indeprer"rdence, which lasted for t.hree and a half years. sLill
unit.y evades Lhe country. rn this confusion, t.he Br:itish are

bhel largesL tradjng ,part.ners" of }ligeria up ti11 now.

l-'he ftiviet. union was undaunteci in it.s conclernnaLion of

colonialism as one of tire major causes of cnnflicts. rt
carried tire battle to Lhe unite<i Nations ancl receiverc so

much sup;rort thaL when Lhe Sr_iviel premier, I,ljkjLa

rJrrushchev, altended Lhe uN Gleneral Assemi:ly anrl proposecl a

Dec-lar"ri-ion on nGrant-i.ng rndeprer-rclence Lo colonj.a1 count.riesn

on llectxrber l-4. 1960, it was adopt-ed try 89 vot-es in favour,

Irone aqainst witir 9 abstenLions.

On l.lovenrber 2, I97?., a resr:lution was adopt.erJ t.r: l-he effect

thaL furt.irer nretention of colonialisln r:cnst-itut_es a Lhreat_

l-.o peace atrd securiLyn. On the 201-ir ;inniversary of

l):r;1ar;:l-ion on decolonisat-iorr, t-he uli Gerrera.l Assembly trelcl

a special cormnittee which adopted an Action plarr for Ful1

Illiminatior-r of colonialisrn. rn all the foregolng processes,
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Lhe t.hi rd wor-ld count-ri e"s i clerrt-i f .i eci t,trei r aspi rat.ions wi t_h

a]I wtral t.lre sovieL union stoorl for. :uhis was reflected in
the voling t-rend which was isolaLinq the irrper-ialist- powers.

Ilre nor Id wjcle slruggle for polit ical and er:onoinjc

indepenrJence was int.ensifying. rt took clifferenL fornrs in

d j f ferent countries. Some ;:eace.[ul, sc)me ir-r civj l
ciisobedience and sorne arrr€d struggle. Anci there was reacly

favourable response frorn the Scvjet. Union whenever the

nal-ionalisls asked for it- in arry forrn. tuid these 1ec] t-r:

intensified anLi*soviet and anti-Corrununist canpalgnes. Any

nalionalisl agit.ations were <iubbed sr-rviet or- corrulunisl_

i nspl red.

I.leo-colonialism and the US

Neo.colonialis;m can i:e descrilrcil as a new form of

colonialism devised by inperiarist poh/ers to granl- ttreir

forner colonies poliLical freedom and coni-inue economic arid

culLural dominat.ion. To perpslu.le il'ris, many forirs of

agreement.s are negotiat.ed jn fielcls of defense, "freen

t t:ade, "part.nersitip" in frrogress anrl aid in many fr:rnrs"

!l-'he cenl.ral rrrl-el.liqence. Agency (crA) was crealecl in 1947 as

the centre for foreign intelligence. T,he CIA jn Soubh and

Cenlral Ainerica was (and stjl-1 is) aclive jn assist.inq

Pro*us govLrrnrrpnts t-o s;Lay in power by all inearls.lt- t-riecl to

SrrevenL Salvador Allende becoming president of (}rjle L-recause

Ire was a believer in Lhe socialisl syst.em <-rf in<.lepencleni_
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ecorlornic planning. His pnpularity rlefeat-ed Lhe cIA ancl he

Liecaure the firsl Marxist. in sout-tr Anerica to Lre pnpularly

elecled President. The crA orqanisecl (wit.tr financial

assistance fronr US indust.rialjsls) a coup that ki1led him

and his a^ssociates in governrnenl in 1973. since then chile

has noL been at- peace or rurcle ally ec_-oltonrj c progress.

ltt 1960 tire CrA was implicaled in the congo Lragedy that 1ed

to the arresL, tort.ure and brutal nrrrder of tlre popular

first- Prinrc Minister, paLrice Lumun'rba. since then ttre crA

has been suspecLed of involvenrcnL in nuny coups ancl

counter-c--oups, blocrdless and bloody, successful anci

unsuccessful. rt is well ent.renched irr every l-hird worlci

counlry, exept, perhaps, Lybia, fr:an, Cuba, Syria, Norbh

Korea and Ghana.

Successjv6r us governmenLs have ejther directly or incjireclly
int.ervened in domestic affairs of other counlries" It w;rs

on-ly cluring t.Lre preslderrcy of J.iuuriy C,rrLer t-hat l-he wings of

Lhe crA were clipped anci many awful disclosures made. Jirrrmy

carter int-roduced non-violenL meLlrods iir figtrLing the sovieL

Llnion and t-Lre spread of ant.j-necoJ_onialism.

Another t-ool of neo-colonialism has br:en religion. voocloo

helped t-o keep l-he Davalier family.in co;rt.rol in liaiti unlil
abject povert.y and suffering crrove l-he ljajt.jans tr:

rie-<peration. Tlire Christ-ian religion is now witlespreacl in

Africa. Different- secLs arrcl their evangelisLs are all over

tire continenl- with massj.ve financjal suppxlrt. fronr Arn:ricarr

sc)urc-ls profes-i jlrg miracle ire;rlings. lllhere arr: djffercnt
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groups for businessmen, int,eltecluals, sludenl_s arrd t-he prNrr

masses. lLhey are persuaded to hx:lieve thaL. their incliviclual.

problems, nat.ional ancl internat.ional problems can only bre

solved lry God.

the early ChrisLians jn Arnenia Lrad a saying: ,Gorl made all,

ren equal br:t- the unequal. distr jbut.ion of waler and soil
makes t.hem unequal! ". Transport.al j on, colmunj cal-ion an<i

.space exploration have nnde Ltre worl<i a snnll pl,ace. lltre

high clevelopment of science arrd Lecturologyr of aqriculture

and agricul-tural scjence arrcl of itlunan relations give irope of

nnn being his brot-her's keeper and make the wor,ld hjs

collective own.

If the foregoing are direct.ed t.o provicling hturnn needs

instead of weapons of dest-ructjon which never helped since

llran's aplrcarance on earth, t_here will be peace anti plcnLy.

'A1t-hough t-here may well Lre other Earths jn the vast 
">Anses

of tLre universe, if Lhey exjst they are we11. beyond our:

reach. We must look after planet Earth; we have nowhere else

Lo go". (UNESCO publication nThe Courier" july 1986, part of

lasl paragraph of the edi t"or i al ) .


