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Expanding training opportunities
for adolescent girlsPoper presented by Dr, Bene llladungraduation and public education eve

a8u, Coordinator, GpI South East Zone at thent of Girl's Power Init'iati fourth
fufariarl, Hotel, Colabar, on Saturday, July

ve (GPI) South EastZone ot
29, 2000

he agreements adopted bvl

e41
concensus at the I 9 thus became,domesticated
International Conference onl wittrin the context of ourPopulation and Devel opment (ICPD) in legal system. The National

Cairo and at the 1995 Fourth World Policy on the Adolescent
('onfcrence on Women (FWCW) in Reproductive Health in
Ilcijing along wi th the frrther actions on

Nigerian adopted in l99g
both during their five-year reviews in and the framework for its
.ltnrc 1999 and June 2000, respectively, implunentation adopted in
crt'trlcd a vcry positive agenda of actions

January 1999 endorse

fur expanding health, educational and
training opportunities for adolescent
girls, in panicular, for the funre.

'l'he present presentation at this
oc r'asion ol' the Fourth Graduation
('crrtrnony of Girls'Power Initiuive (GPt),
South East Zone, is an attempt to drawl
attcntion of parffitE, guardians, teachers]

urd thc Nigcrian puUiic at large, thrbugh
thc nredia here present to the provisions

in thcsc docurnents and how these can

bc applied to advance the progress of
our dtughters. This occasion is an

appropriate forum for me to do this since,

GPI is to&y demonstrating in practice,

by this graduation ceremony' that the

these stategies.
Expanding Education And
Thaining Oilportunities

Education is a human
right and the only
guaranteed path to healthy
life and enhanced status for
individuals to contribute
maximally to their
communities in the
struggle for sustained

[) rovisions in these documents are

socio-economic and

political development. For

education to be useful to

individuals and to society,

it must be non

discriminatorY, it must

contain curricular that are

designed to meet the
.l['t['tr()i)rl arc and relevant for the healthY

needs ofthe community as

a whole as well as its

individual members and

lead to increasing gender

plrot\ tlt :lnd dcveloPment of Nigerian

rltt l: ltttd the Nigerian nation. BeYond

tlrr:. \\ c also believe that they can bs Dr Bene Madunagu

the basis for gender equality and equity'

d) Creating, reviewing and enforcing

laws that protect the rights of girls in

ptnitufar and all our children in general'

All these sfiategies are contained

rnrplurrentod.
tt is our conviction that societY

sunds to benefit bY:

ii E-psnding educational and raining

"Op"**tics 
for glrls in particular;

b) lmplcurcndnl adofesgent-friendly

sennl anO rcpnoOuctive health e&rcation

rnd scnri* fot girls in particular and

equality and equity. Suc! education

**t acknowledge individual differences

not only ln the 4 concensus documents

in terms of talents and peculiarities as

well as widen the scope of opportunities

for girls. It must be available to all

children equallY and be caPable of

creating a sound all-rotrnd preparation

for full and effective participation in

(Continued on Poge 4)

I t ed ear I Ier but a ISo 1n the
men Ion

child,
Convention on the Rights of the

t t cttcr.tl (CRC ), a document that the Nigerian

rrslr .tllr'i ln :rll sectors of
I ( t 1l

,,..t.\
I I I

gcnder gaP to create governmen t ratified m 1 99 I and which
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Expanding training oPportunities for adolescent
I fConttnuedftom page 3)

llirry: 9o*puter and other modcrntechnologies should be compulsory
I 
skills at primary and sccondary levels offu*I education and ,t oJO be tee asmandated by the CRC.

Sf.iat attcntion should be paid\rto remoye the numerorn sexist
larriers to girls' edrcation. Sharing of
household chores by all merrbers ofthe
household, male and fanale, will ,, .
fong way ro release rhe girl_chilA iorn
heavy household workload that she is
assigned only becarse she is a femde.
This will give her equal educational
opporlunity with her brothers by giving
Ircr more time and energy. There ari
nlany examples in all of our societies to
show that where a fernale is given an
opporluniry to learn the course of her
choicc. she has not been found wanting.
lrrdeed in all professions formerly
regarded as male domains, women now
excel. lhus girls should never again be
rcstricted to sexist anirudes that devalue
girls' education or that treats it differently
from boys' education. Resriciting or
prcventing pregnant girls from
continuing their education while the

males responsible for the pregnancy

Bocs unpunishe4 should be abolished.

ln GPI, girls are made to know that

tlrey arc hrunan beings and therefore can

excel in any profession of their choice

since it is not the scxual and reprodrrcti

orgnns that diffenentiuc female from r 'le
that arc used in srudying any subject'

girts
to beware of the intrigues of so called"sugar daddies and-rw..r_rorgued
boys" is not enough. Hence adding
skills lfning ir.simf,le proA*r, for therr
to. y.- their part time io do something
with their hands with linle capital is a
useful way for girls to earn their money
to meet their needs. Our, educational
syste,ms must be reviewed, stenghtened
and expanded to include appropriate
technologies and skills to enable
childre,n to be self-reliant to enhance their
ability to remain in school and become
fulfilled professionals. Schools must
also be made free from gender_bass
violence such as sexual abuse, rape and
exploitation of girls by teachers. This is
an essential condition to encourage girls
to remain in school. providing free
training and transport for girls to attend
GPI lessons and activities has been an
important way to ensure non-
discrimination.

O) Implementing Adolescent-Friendly
Sexual and Reproductive health and
Services

. ^ 
Young people have the right toinformation a1d servi..r, rppropriate

t9 their age and needs, to assist thm intheir {o*ing up and to protect themfr9* diseases, abuse and exploitation
when they start their sexual and
reproductive lives. It is clear th.t,
generally, early sexual ac,tivity,
,.r:l1:nded pregnancies and ,rriy
childbirttr occur because of ignor*.,
about sexuality, " ,rproduction,
contaception, misinformation or lack of
information. Adverse effects on young
people in the context oftheir sor,ual and
reproductive health can also be traced
to social prejudices and practices and
hence to the link between reproductive
health, gender inequalifi and unequal
power relationships betrveen males and
females.

The dependency and
submissiveness of young womeo are
mostly related to their se:rual decisions
as society creates the impression that
females have no role or say in decisiog
about sex and reproduction and th+
such decision are therefore- thc
prerogative ofme,n. Yet, dftG mofuq
the burden of contraccption, c[ild
bearing and rearing are,bornc typically
and almost exclusively by womep.

Added to this is the fact that health

workers are usually hostile to unmanicd

young women, victims of sexual

exptoitalion and abuse and have no

Health, just like education, is a
human right that must be

[]cirtg dc'tlri t' I'cd and wtrh exctuslons

enjoyed by all without discrimination on

the basis of sex, class or ethnicity. The

lnternational Conference on Population

and Developmant, Progamme of Action
(ICPD, POA), various international
agreements and the Nigerian Policy on

Adolescart Reproductive health, have

c*ii.rd for action to imProve the

reproduutive and sexual health of
adolescents and to provide access to

age - appropri ate, gender- sensitive

information and services. By adolescent

sexual and reproductive health, I mean

the phYsical and emotionall

psychological well-being of adolescents

;d theii abilitY to remain free from

unwanted pregnfficy, unsafe abortion'

sexually ffansmitted diseases (STDs)

including HIV/AIDS and all forms of

sexual violence and coercion'

regard to tre prirracy, confidsntidity and

informed consent of srch clie,nts.

Since adolescent sexual and

reproductive health is dcterminod by

rotid, cultural and economic frstfir' it

is important that policy'mrkem,, rytfr
care providers, parents and gurrdiul

proridt young people srith'accuratc

information, lounseling and good

quality of health services to help 6m
develop into healthY adults'

(Continued on Page 5)
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and so only achievern€nts of men arerecorded. In the Just concluded Berjing

oC B -D

(Co@uedftompoge 
1)

I Closing GenAer C"p
Gerrder refers to the ,"ji.ffy definedroles and responsibititi; of men andwomen, boys and Sds. Gender.q;6

Seans equal heafuentofwomen andmenin laws and policies *O i' access toresources and sernices within f.*ifio,
communities and society at large.
9*9o equiry means fairness andjutice
in the distribution of benefits and
responsibilities between women and

+5 women fought and got Herstory
accepted in the tort to draw anention to
achievements by females. Gender
inequali$ starts from birth ufuen the
birth of a boy is preferred to that of agirl. As they grow up, while boys
receive more edrchtion, grls have more
household responsi6ilities. Even wtrere

adolescent glrls
development of society c..nnot berssltrodqrF brFqfnli
:omca t,o c$rdity md n n ertApoin socio-economic .oa 

-polldcd
&vclopoent lrc usurc4 di--;policies and lrwr rnd thoir
implementation and enforccocnr ioq* trc righrs of all, puticulrty irf,and wmen. laws OiufO bc cneq
revieurcd urd *rialy enlbrcod ro pG
girls Egainst child 

labour, carty miril3
rape, hannful uaditional practicer dd
1 FGIv{ to protecr rhe rights of girb.
Conclurion:

These are areas unong otlrcrs, thd
thil grrls grafuatrng today from Gpl hew
had informuion and education. As 0rc,
learrcGPl as rcgula membcrs roday rhd,
will face all these social ills, But nt
request all present and thc mcdia to
share these messages and educrte
people, particularly girls, to grow into
healthy leaders of tomorrow. Prrerur
should support their daughten s thcy
try to practice what they have leuncd o
reduce risks to their health whilc
pursuing their education for, a bcocr rad
fulfilling funre.

t

m poor families both bop and girls go
out to hawh it is the girls that facemen, and often requires women-speciifc dqgers of sexual lrarasment, abuse andpro;ects and programme to end existing Closing the gender gap has toinequalities.
rape.

begin from home. Parents must

Tf#l',Progamme ofActior5 understand that both girls and boys are
n its chapter 4 that human beings and the edrcation, lovoftsmce m all societies discrimination on and opporamities you grve any child will

the bisis of sex often starts at the determine the future of ftat child" Life
earliest stages of life, greater equality
for the girl child is a necessary first-step
in ensuring that women realise their full
potential and become equal partrers in
development".

ln our societies, at home, at school,

at work, indeed in all facets of life,
customs, expectations and attitudes
differ for girls and boys. While girls are

generally restricted and are allowed

limited opportunities, boys are free and

have all the oppornurities to explore and

experiences have shorvn that today.
While it is tnre th8t it is not easy to

gve up fte position ofpo*rr, it is equalty
tnre that much ofthe so-called power is
ephemeral and women have beco found
to er(ercise equsl pow€r urhcre they have

the opportunity. Hencc g€Ndsrroles are

chanEng sometimes even &amatically
and men have r€malned me& So ifit has

been be,neficial to socitty oa* women

have the opportunity to contribute to

socio-economlc, political and even

PI is creating a forum for itr
graduands, starting froo thi'

develop their talents and potentials from spiritual development, it is logical and

an early age. Gender discrimination is appropriate to be responsive to the need

prgsent at all levels ofsocial interactio& for ge'nder equality for the benefit of

at home, in Jchool, atwork, everywhere ety.socl

even in religiots institutions where only (d) Laws and poticies to Protect the

males become high sPiritual leaderS, rights of the grrl child:

writers and mterpreters ofreligous texts In the mission statement of the

year, to enable gBduands rne€[ md *tre
experiences as well as g,et additioml
value from the organisatiurr i,.r renlorcc
the messages that will assist them to

continuc to resist unhealthy betuviou'
Ftrttrernrorc, GPI is suting apmgrarqc
of internship to enable gndusnds md

other yourlS girts inter€stcd in bccming
peer iauo.tots to other yotltrg en4tt-
il.i do not have thc opportunitis of
learning dir€ctly frm GPI to rwitt fu
;.di; r.in,ri8 in skills to do so' Drhg
ih; p."od of intcrstrip ttrey would bc

d;;;"me financial assisumcc to rssil
thern in transporration and otts IIGo&'

I thank you all for your prescncc md

vour attention. To ati the graduand$ I

li" t"toarulations for yorr cndurats

tfi;;;itiipg'iod I wish You dl

the best in life, Y '

Bene E' Madumgu
- .vt:,+ls'l' llt:E -

to the detriment of females' fli$ter Platform ForAction (PFA) ofthe Fourttt

expectation .in school work is Placed for World Conference for Womeit Gwc\D,

boys wtu"le grls zue not exPected to do Beijing lgg5, it was stated that 'The

well even when, in practice, the oPPosite for Action requires immediatcplatform

is true. Even textbooks are full of and concerted action bY all to crgate a

stereotYPes of social constnrctions of Peaceful , just, and humane world based

u*rat should bemale andfemalewitlt little on human rights and fundamental

attention to the accomPlishments of freedoms, including the PrinciPle of

equal ity for all PeoP s of all ages" Ile tls

females.
We talk about history HISTORY clear that the hea Ith, Progress and
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